
Vanuatu Golf Open Huge 
Success

 
The VGO 2016 has been played and won 
and golfers from overseas destinations  such 
as Australia , New Zealand. New Caledonia 
have started making their way home but sad 
that it has come to an end.

The final dinner and presentation of trophies 
last Sunday evening at the Port  Vila Golf & 
Country Club was a colourful affair as players 
donned their traditional Islands shirts hand-
made by their caddie’s families. 

Over 200 players with partners , families and 
friends also the local Mele people enjoyed a 
wonderful afternoon and evening watching 
their local hero Josepho Matuatu complete at 
the highest level with the professionals. Had 
Joe been playing in the professional field he 
would have finished a creditable 5th overall in 
the field of 16 professionals.

A strong contingent of French junior players 
entered the event with the South Pacific Mini 
Games in 2017 as their main objective. The 
golf in the Mini Games will be played at the 
Port Vila Golf and Country Club in December 
next year.

The visitors tip large sums of foreign 
exchange into the Vanuatu economy each 
year and the VGO has grown to be one of the 
largest week long events in Vanuatu’s annual 
event calendar.

Next year’s event planning has already 
started and  meetings with the PGA have 
seen dates blocked for next year from 29th 
August to stage the event.

VGO Committee Chairman Bryan Death 
added that it was a lot of hard work 
undertaken voluntarily each year by a willing 
band of committee members who during the 
event were ably assisted by local members 
who volunteered their time and  also by 
stalwarts Peter Ross and Phil Chapman who 

shouldered the huge tasks of producing draws 
and collating scores daily.

Ata Girl Mansale Wins 
Another Golf Title

 
Local ladies National Amateur Champ Ata 
Mansale added yet another trophy to her long 
list of wins.

Ata won the Vanuatu Golf Open Ladies A grade 
by 5 strokes from fellow Ni-Vanuatu competitor 
Joanita Faionalava.

30 ladies competed over the 4 days and 
competition was fierce.

In the B grade former resident in Port Vila and 
long time supporter of the VGO Camille Reid 
reigned supreme winning the B Grade ladies by 
8 points.

A name to watch in the ladies is the up and 
coming local junior Tulia Moli who ran a 
creditable runner up to Joanita Faionalava in 
the net section of the Ladies A Grade.

Ladies A Grade Results
Gross Overall Winner : 
Ata Mansale  
score 331
Gross Overall Runner Up:  
Jo-Anne McPhee 
score 345
Net Overall Winner: 
Joanita Faionalava 
score 304
Net Overall Runner Up: 
Tulia Moli 
score 314

Ladies B Grade Results
Overall Winner: 
Camille Reid  
Stableford Score 112
Overall Runner Up: 
Amanda Foote 
Stableford Score 104


