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While the world media and much of CMSI’s news from
Global Partners is focused on Covid-19, it is clear, from
various communica@ons with our partners, that the global
pandemic is not the only major issue that Eastern Congo is
dealing with at present. Severe ﬂooding, Ebola, con@nued
outbreaks of violence, and the impact of lockdown on food
supplies for families are of great concern.

Flooding
Both Bukavu and Kindu Dioceses are facing the impact of
ﬂooding over the last three weeks. (You can read our news
item on this here: hOps://bit.ly/3dz9I6K).
Earlier this year, Bukavu Diocese distributed food and
clothing assistance to displaced people in Uvira town,
supported by link Parishes in Ireland. At that @me the
people were displaced into Uvira by nearby insecurity.
Now the ﬂood has displaced them again. They are part of
the es@mated 80,000 impacted by this disaster according
to the UNHCR.
Meanwhile further South, in
Kindu Diocese, the Congo
River burst its banks and
poured into Kindu city in early
April. Archbishop Masimango
has been ac@ve in seeking
support for local
communi@es, not far from his
home, who have been
devastated by the crisis.
The risk of cholera and the spread of Covid-19 and Ebola
are all magniﬁed by these ﬂood events.

Ebola
It was hoped that the Ebola epidemic might be declared
over on 12th April, which would have marked 42 days with
no new cases. However, on 10th April, four new cases were
reported in Beni just 30km north of Butembo, the centre of
North Kivu Diocese. There have been several more new
cases since then.
It is very sobering to know that our partners now face two
epidemics, with diﬀerent sets of preven@on advice, two
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serious challenges to health services and both posing a
huge risk to life.

Outbreaks of violence
North of N. Kivu Diocese there has been signiﬁcant mili@a
ac@vity, with many lives lost and thousands displaced. In
March a well-loved evangelist of the Anglican Church of
Congo lost his life at the hands of one mili@a group, leaving
behind a wife and children. More recently one of the
teachers of an Anglican school for vulnerable children
reported that his wife had been kidnapped when she had
gone to their farm to bring home some food. The impacted
Churches ask for our prayers for a miracle of peace.

Food Shortages
DRC’s Covid 19 lockdown began on 19th March. Without
reserves to bulk buy food stuﬀs, normal families are in a
very precarious situa@on.
We recently published some informa@on on the CMSI
website about the annual report on Global Food Crises
which gave very dire predic@ons around food shortages
and famine, highligh@ng 10 countries where starva@on is
likely to be widespread. DR Congo was on that list, and our
partner dioceses are all impacted. For some areas like
Goma there is also concern that the locust plagues which
have been causing havoc in Ethiopia, Kenya and Uganda
will also impact food supply in DRC.

Church at the Centre
In light of the staggering diﬃcul@es faced by the people of
Eastern Congo it is especially encouraging to be able to
update you about the Church’s response.
In Goma Bishop Desire
says: “during this hard
-me of COVID-19 we
developed an opportunity
for mission on Radio, and
our ﬂock are not leD alone.
Even if churches and other
public gatherings are
closed, heaven and our
hearts are not closed.”

Bishop Isesomo is keen to have a similar ministry for
North Kivu Diocese, but signiﬁcant funding is required for
the church to be able to use the nearby radio sta@on.
However, Bishop Isesomo has been busy pushing onward
with the comple@on of the third building for the children
of Compassion for Children in Distress Project (CCD).

You can see a short video of the opening of the building
on the CMSI website. This third building is a special
blessing to the children at this @me, as progress to ﬁnd
suitable foster placements, has been delayed further by
Covid-19.
The Mothers’ Union in North Kivu has sent a request for
materials that will enable them to help their communi@es
have access to masks during Covid-19. It is expected that
the MU in our other partner dioceses in Eastern Congo
will wish to do likewise, using their sewing skills to
protect vulnerable people in their communi@es.
For Kindu and Bukavu, the Church’s priority can be
nothing else but to provide emergency food supplies to
displaced families at this @me of ﬂood catastrophe. Any
dona@ons towards the Covid-19 appeal for Kindu or
Bukavu will assist them to respond to this huge need.
Please pray for Archbishop Masimango, Bishop Isesomo,
Bishop Baha@ and Bishop Desire as they stand with the
Church at the centre of these numerous challenges, and
please stand with them to support their eﬀorts to reach
out to provide spiritual hope, prac@cal emergency care,
and ongoing protec@on and support for vulnerable
people.
Thank you for your prayerful concern and support.
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