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Terrain Hopper

T
he Terrain Hopper was invented in the 
U.K. in 2010. The first US-built models will 
hit the trails this summer when production 

begins in Tempe, Arizona

The terrain hopper is more like an off-road 
vehicle than a wheelchair. Designed for a 
wheelchair user, its tires, suspension, seating 
and steering are more akin to an off-road 
utility vehicle. When it comes to having fun, 
that’s a very good thing.

Dig a little deeper and you’ll find the design 
has many features that allow people 
with many types of disabilities to get 
out and enjoy nature. 

Let’s get this out right now; it’s not 
cheap, not even close. Base price starts 
around $17,000. Moving on…

The Hopper is four-wheel drive. Each tire 
has its own electric motor and combined with 
the independent suspension you can really 
get out beyond just a gravel trail. It’s built 
for dirt, snow and sand and can crawl up some 
steep inclines with confidence. It feels solid 
when cornering and does a good job of not 
chewing up trails and land. That’s important 
when venturing into our natural parks. The 
ADA states that a motorized vehicles (battery-
powered) can be used by PwDs in areas 
not ordinarily allowed if the individual is 
using it due to a disability. That doesn’t give 
a rider carte blanche to go hog wild. Land 
managers and park operators can take action 
if and when the usage is deemed unsafe for 
anyone at the park. 

by Loren Worthington
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Steering is accomplished either with tradition handlebars 
or an optional joystick controller. Braking happens just 
like a power wheelchair; let go of the throttle 
and you slow to a stop.

If there is anything in the Terrain Hopper’s 
design that limits who can use it, it is 
the 30-inch seat height and wide body 
that makes for a fairly difficult transfer. 
Not all wheelchairs will be able to get 
near the seat for a simple jump or 
slide across to the seat. Once in, the 
‘cockpit’ is really comfortable. The 
frame wraps around you to improve 
stability. The seat and controls are 
adjustable for individual fit.

Terrain Hopper will cruise at 6-12 mph. 
Depending on batteries and terrain she’ll 
cruise 15-30+ miles on a charge.

The Terrain Hopper is by no means 
an everyday chair. Nor is it compact 
enough to stow in a car. In most cases 
it will need to be hauled by trailer 
to your destination.

It’s a great platform for nature 
photographers, anglers, beach combers 
or those who just need some 
dirt road therapy and offers the 
opportunity to return to nature with 
friends and family. 

Todd Lemay with Terrain Hopper inventor,
Samuel Dantzie at Terrain Hopper USA

manufacturing opaerations
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by Loren Worthington

Would you believe the Terrain Hopper making its way to 
the U.S. all started as a love story? 

Not too long after graduating from Arizona State University, 
Todd Lemay, who gets around in a scooter-type wheelchair 
due to osteogenesis imperfecta (“brittle bone syndrome”) 
began dating a woman who worked with him at the 
international accounting firm, Arthur Andersen. He learned 
she’d never seen the beach. Being the ever-suave Sun 
Devil, he took her to San Diego. 

It was a great idea right up until she asked if they 
could stroll the beach. 

“I remember going from feeling great to 
falling right back to the earth because 
my wheelchair couldn’t make it.” 

She went alone.

He never forgot that day and some twenty years later 
when he came across a web page describing the 
Terrain Hopper, an off-road wheelchair 
device, he set his sights on owning one. 
The beach was calling.

Here’s the love story that is sure to make readers of both 
genders giddy; he married Letitia, his former co-worker, and 
also imported the first Terrain Hopper to the U.S.

Along the way Lemay built a pair of successful businesses 
that provided communication services. He merged them, 
sold them and set his sights on spending more time with 
Letitia and exploring America with his Terrain Hopper.

“I just kept going places and hearing 
people admire my Terrain Hopper and 
ask if they could take a picture of the 
two of us together.”

Lemay started thinking more people in the U.S. would 
enjoy the Terrain Hopper. He contacted the British-
based company about the future of the business in the 
States.  It took more than a year to negotiate which 
finally closed in 2017. 

Lemay joked, “I threatened them that I’d get on a plane if 
we didn’t get the deal closed.” 

The Brits were sold on Lemay’s grit and ability to raise the 
capital needed for a U.S. manufacturing operation. 

Thanks to his investors, Lemay is now tooling up for 
manufacturing and taking deposits with plans to deliver 
first U.S. built versions by summer. 

Todd Lemay: Entrepreneur

Employment
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