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We’ve driven plenty of Ruf’s creations, but very rarely do we get to
try one on home ground. With a new Ruf importer in the UK, that’s
going to change. To celebrate we drive a proper RHD Ruf RtR
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he good news for you”, I say as I turn
to snapper Fraser with my most
optimistic facial expression, “Is that it’s
Canary Yellow.” This is important,
because both of us are looking
skywards as the incessant rain continues to fall heavily, and if
it had been a black car there’s a very real possibility it might just
have been consumed on the page by the sopping wet woodland
surrounding Longcross test track. The not so good news for me,
perhaps, is that it has 645 turbocharged horses and that they’re
deployed through the rear wheels only. Today may be as much
an exercise in restraint as anything else.
Still, you don’t get an invite to drive a new Ruf in the UK and
decline because it’s raining too hard. I mean, it’s a Ruf, after all.
And anyway, I suppose I should just be thankful it’s not the
802hp version of the RtR. Now that would be really exciting.
That we’re here at all is down to the existence of a new official
importer of Ruf for the UK. This father and son-run operation –
Richard and Mark Sekula – have been in the motor trade for
many years, and have worked with Ruf for the past decade
anyway, so the jump to official status seemed a logical one.
There are no plans currently for a flash London showroom full of
cars: that goes against the Ruf ethos, where virtually every car is
unique to the customer that orders it, and travelling to Ruf’s
Pfaffenhausen HQ, meeting the Ruf team, driving a car on their
roads and getting immersed in the process is all part of the
buying experience.
It’s worth pausing to reflect on just how rare yet how ‘official’
these Rufs are: they retain a much-envied reputation as far
more than just modified Porsches. In fact, they’re production
cars in their own right, Ruf being officially recognised as a
manufacturer.
Most intriguingly of all, Ruf is the only company that has
access to body-in-white Porsche ’shells; it doesn’t have to strip
down new cars to build up its own creations, it gets a brand new
’shell delivered and then builds the car up completely by hand,
assigning its own VIN number – beginning ‘W09’ in case you
wondered – in the process. Ruf can and does convert Porsches
at a later stage in their lives, but these always retain their original
Porsche VIN and don’t have quite the same cachet.
Typically, there’ll usually only be around 30 cars made of each
main model before the firm moves onto the next evolution,
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Yellowbird
reimagined? The
colour does it as do
the intakes on the top
of the rear wings and,
of course, the
signature Ruf wheels

Below: You’d be
concentrating too
with 645bhp going
through the rear
wheels on damp
Tarmac. Note manual
shift. Porsche won’t
build you a manual
Turbo, but Ruf will

88

“

”

although there’s no figure set in advance,
which puts the relative rarity, or otherwise, of
official Porsche products like the 911 R into
sharp focus. While Ruf always shies away
from comparisons with the Stuttgart
mothership, for obvious corporate reasons, it’s
not hard to imagine wealthy buyers unable or
unwilling to acquire an ‘R’ at hyper inflated
prices approaching this tiny manufacturer in
search of something equally potent, driverfocused and ‘special’.

wilfully functional apertures for frontal cooling,
through to the trademark cutouts in the rear
arches – rather more stylised than those
simple NACA ducts on the original Yellowbird
– and on to the GT3 RS style rear wing.
Somehow it manages to look even wilder,
even more extreme, than Porsche’s own
GT3 RS, and this is only the ‘narrow’ body in
Ruf parlance, or in other words, the same
as the factory Turbo body. The ‘wide’ Ruf
body is seven inches wider than that across

Take the RtR we have today. It is but a
small stretch of the imagination to picture the
rumoured future 991 GT2 RS with a similar
horsepower output, also rear-wheel drive, and
just maybe, featuring a manual gearbox. It is
quite a startling combination.
The first thing that strikes you about the
RtR is the way it looks. ‘Aggressive’ doesn’t
even begin to cover it, from the brutal
presence of the front splitter and almost

the rear haunches…
As mentioned already, there are two engine
choices on the RtR, the turbocharged model
in Ruf’s current 991-based range. The 645hp
option is based on the A91 engine found in
the current Turbo and Turbo S, and can be
ordered with either a manual or PDK
transmission. The 802hp engine is the good
old Mezger motor in a particularly angry state
of tune, and for obvious reasons is only
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It is but a small stretch
of the imagination to
picture the 991 GT2 RS

available with a manual gearbox. This
particular car is highly unusual – even by Ruf
standards – of being the less powerful engine,
with the manual ’box, in right-hand drive.
Talking to Marc Pfeifer at Ruf in Germany, this
car was built to be a particularly useable
device but also one that offered more
traditional driver involvement. They’d never
say that was different to Porsche’s current 911
Turbo, but I will: the factory Turbo is a car that
spends a lot of the time doing everything for
you, whereas the RtR promises to put the
driver right at the centre of the action. Marc
also elaborates on the reasoning behind the
choice of different engines: “If we have a
customer who wants to focus on performance
from 0–160mph, then we recommend the DFI
engine, which also brings with it the best
response, torque vectoring, launch control
and the option of the PDK gearbox. From
0–60mph this car is faster. But for the real
speed junkies, interested in 160–210mph,
then it has to be the Mezger, with its one
thousand newton metres of torque.” I feel a
strong desire to have a go in a Mezger RtR.
While the visuals couldn’t be any ‘louder’
from the outside, the exhaust note at idle is
actually quite subtle, simply murmuring away
in that deep, potent but restrained way that
heavily turbocharged Porsches always seem

“

RUF RTR
DRIVE

The RtR promises to
put the driver right at
the centre of the action

”

911 & PORSCHE WORLD

89

RUF RTR
DRIVE

For the ‘standard’
645bhp RtR, Ruf uses
the DFI engine from
the current 991
Turbo. However, they
do completely strip it
down and rebuild it
with new internals
and reworked turbos.
Beyond that, they’re
not saying. Over
800bhp is possible
from the RtR, but
that requires the
Mezger engine

Below and right: Ruf
attacks the interior,
too, with swathes of
leather, Alcantara
and shiny black bits,
plus some yellow
detailing
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to have. Naturally, the system from the engine
back is all bespoke to Ruf. What Ruf does to
the flat six is also veiled in secrecy, but it is
taken apart and rebuilt with new internals, and
the turbochargers are re-worked, too. Boost
pressure, the oil system et al, is also different
to Porsche’s own offering.
I open the driver’s door and the inside is to
a yellow and shiny black theme, but naturally
it’s still recognisable as a 991. Yellow stitching
is a highlight, with lots of black leather and
grey Alcantara. Behind the roof lining and roof
pillars is Ruf’s trademark rollcage (IRC) that is
fitted to all its cars, while the yellow dial faces
have a subtle Ruf logo on them. Turning my
gaze to the centre console, the switchgear is
mainly blanks, with just the ‘Sport’ button that
catches my eye. The button to activate the
lifting mechanism for the front axle is hidden
from view.
First impressions are based around just
how easy it all is. I think it’s a fair assumption
to think that a car that looks like this one, in
this colour, with nearly 650bhp, might be a bit
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of an animal, but frankly it’s one of the most
refined and easy to drive 911s I’ve driven in a
while. Clutch pedal effort is very low, and the
steering moves in my hands with very little
resistance. It’s very direct, even at low
speeds, but it’s as though Ruf has very little
time for the current fad of adding weight to
EPAS steering setups to make them seem as
though they have more feel. I get the feeling
that like most 991s, the RtR is going to
communicate more through the seat of the
pants than through the rim of the steering
wheel, but it’s nice that it’s up front about it all.
Pfeifer won’t be drawn on exactly what the
firm has done to make the 991 steer like this,
as it’s apparently a new development. Sure,
not having a driven front axle must make
some difference on its own compared to the
regular 911 Turbo, but I’m intrigued all the
same. The suspension is also a “combination
of different parts”, again aimed at making this
car as habitable as it is ferociously fast.
Driving a heavily turbocharged car with a
slick manual gearbox is a really relaxing

experience. It reminds me of the old gen 1
997 Turbo, where it was possible to amble
along, off boost, and to let the car be the
epitome of docility. Somehow you don’t get
that in quite the same way in a PDK-equipped
machine, because a little bit too much throttle
and it’ll change down a gear, creating more
noise and fuss, and while quick changes are
so efficient, sometimes it’s just nice to chill out
and change gear at your own pace. The RtR
isn’t a handful in these conditions, despite its
specification on paper, because unless it’s on
boost it’s a rather meek personality. Wake
those turbochargers, though, and it’s then a
very different proposition.
Turbo lag is minimal, but at low revs it is
still a factor. You can use this to your
advantage as described in the paragraph
above, and you can always rely on that pause
masking any rash throttle applications,
especially in conditions like these. However,
by the same token it’s a warning that if not
heeded must make for maximum excitement
in double quick time. With the electronic
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The Ruf RtR
generates impressive
amounts of lateral
grip despite losing
drive to the front
wheels
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complemented by a subtle sigh as the
pressure is realised again with a gearchange.
I can only imagine what it must be like as an
overtaking device out on the public road:
point, squirt, past, I’d guess, all done before
you can finish saying those three words.
Predictably, the ceramic brakes offer
massive retardation, and it’s not a great

can really meter out the torque very
accurately; simply plant your right foot to the
floor and all hell breaks loose…
With the knowledge that the RtR has some
reasonable traction at its disposal it’s time to
let it stretch its legs a bit. Third, fourth, even
fifth gear: it doesn’t really seem to alter the
acceleration a great deal. It is brutally fast, a
mere squeeze adding on 10mph in an
instant, the distant whoosh of the turbos

surprise to discover that the amount of
cornering grip it can generate is tremendous.
On one of Longcross’s tighter curves, I run
through repeatedly increasing my speed with
more than a little trepidation each time, and
despite the wet surface the RtR generates
enough lateral G force that the brilliant bucket
seats begin to dig uncomfortably into my all
too squishy sides. In the dry, it must be
outrageous. What’s surprising, perhaps, is
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safety net in place this results in little more
than an unseemly jerk as the wheel sensors
detect the impending doom and the power is
suddenly cut and brakes applied. Switch the
PSM off and, of course, you’re suddenly on
your own. Now what you do with your right
foot becomes absolutely crucial, but so
progressive is the throttle mapping that you
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There’s something
mystical about a
genuine Ruf

that the directness of the steering and all of
the grip the car generates doesn’t seem to
have been achieved at the expense of an
uncomfortable ride. The RtR has poise but
also a certain amount of ‘give’ that’s really
appealing.
All too soon this drive is over, and I’m left
to reflect on a big and very yellow 911 with a
massive punch that’s also a really usable car.
In fact, shorn of the aerodynamic devices
front and rear and in a quieter hue this would
be an everyday sort of 911 that also really
entertained the driver. Oh, and also has
enough performance to beat just about
anything in a drag race.
There’s something mystical about a
genuine Ruf. Very few manufacturers can
achieve that stature, let alone a tiny outfit like
Ruf, but to spend even a brief amount of
time behind the wheel of one feels really
special. This RtR is a £350,000 car new,
which does put it up against some
formidable rivals, but at this price point it
seems the actual amounts become less
important, and exclusivity and quality rise to
the forefront. The RtR certainly has those
qualities and more. PW

