
So, whether  you eat  or  dr i nk , or  
whatever  you do, do al l  to the 
glor y of  God - 1 Cor inth ians 10:31

I 'm a person who l ives for  the loud 
moments - once-in-a-l i fetime 
oppor tuni ties that make my hear t 
r ace. I 've always str uggled w ith 
the small moments and average 
days that pass w ithout anything 
par ticular ly special going on. Truthful ly, that's par t of the r eason I jumped at the oppor tuni ty to l ive in Cambodia 
for  a year  - how  special! How  Challenging! How  Exci ting!

I 've been blessed the past few  months w ith many loud moments - indeed, many loud days. My coworker  Muntar  
invi ted me to her  neighborhood's Khatan (a three-day celebration where offer ings are made to the local temple), 
and we ate boboa (Khmer  por r idge) and danced in cir cles around the pagoda. Cambodia YAGMs had our  f i r st fal l  
r etr eat in the r ainforests of Ratiniki r i  , where we swam in fr eshwater  lakes and rode longboats to visi t Khmer  
tr ibal communities. I  celebrated a bir thday w ith cake and a frosting f ight. Four  di f ferent missions groups from 

Austral ia and Singapore have passed through Kruos, br inging w ith 
them medical supplies, dinners at new  restaurants, community 
baptisms, and plenty of dancing. The latest mission group was here for  
perhaps the 'loudest' moment I 've had yet: Chr istmas in Cambodia, 
complete w ith tr adi tional dances, a pageant (I  was Herod's Ser vant), 
Khmer  Chr istmas Carols, and l i teral dancing 'round the Chr istmas tr ee.

As I continue to settle into l i fe in Cambodia, and novelties of dai ly l i fe 
here become increasingly 'normal', I 'm reminded that another  r eason I 
chose to do YAGM is because days would become unexci ting. I 'm slow ly 

learning to f ind the beauty of 
simplici ty: taking walks 
through the vi l lage w ith my 
sister s, laughing at a joke my 
student makes, learning a new  
way to cook vegetables, 
har vesting r ice again and 
again under  the vast Khmer  
sky. 

In moments great and small, 
I 'm f inding goodness here.

*For  Kruos Vi l lage Church as 
expands  i ts ministr ies in 2016: the 
movement of our  Dai ly Bread 
program to neighbor ing vi l lages, the 
addition of more classes and an 
enhanced school system, and the 
hir ing of new  staff  to guide these 
developments.

*For  deeper  r elationships, continued 
openness to new  oppor tuni ty, and  
f inding as much joy in the quiet  
moments as I cur rently f ind in the 
loud.
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While I work in a var iety of capaci ties in 
the Kruos Community, my main job is to  
teach English, both at church for  vi l lage 
chi ldren (fr ee classes offered to them), 
and w ith 8th and 9th graders at the local 
secondar y school.

I  won't l ie - I 've w restled w ith being a 
teacher. I  str uggle w ith unfamil iar  
learning styles, confusing government 
standards, and tr anslating grammar  
into an unfamil iar  alphabet. At the 
beginning, I  especial ly str uggled w ith 
my identi ty as a teacher  here, as I had 
never  r eal ly considered teaching 
English to be a large par t of ministr y. 

 I 'm realizing quickly, however,  how  
vi tal this education is not only for  the 
people here but for  the development of 
the Lutheran Church in Cambodia as a 
whole.

Fir st and foremost, English is a language 
that is r equir ed for  almost any 
outward-facing job in Cambodia, from 
the quickly grow ing tour ist-industr y, to 
any job that deals w ith international 
economic development (which is most 
larger  business jobs, as most of 

Cambodia's economic grow th is being 
jump-star ted by foreign businesses). 
This means that for  the youth of my 
community, learning English is vi tal 
for  getting a good job and being able 
to r einvest in their  ow n community's 
grow th. 

Because English is such a strongly 
desir ed ski l l  set (as are some of the 
church's other  course offer ings, 
including coursework on  agr iculture 
and using computer s), the fact that the 
church in this r ural vi l lage offer s 
these courses for  basical ly fr ee is a 
HUGE deal. This means more people 
than ever, both chi ldren and adults, 
are coming to the church ever y single 
day, and subsequently being exposed 
to i ts ministr y and messages. 

I t also means that the church is 
actively engaging in the message that 
Jesus preached: r eaching out to i ts 
community and providing tr ue "love 
thy neighbor " ser vices w ithout out 
r egard to r el igion, ethnici ty, or  any 
other  factor. That fact alone has 
helped me really come to appreciate 
the work I get to engage in this year  
and the people I get to do i t alongside.
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I 'd l ike to express my grati tude 
to those that have sponsored a 
day of my year  in Cambodia, 
especial ly those who have 
sponsored days in November  or  
December :

KHMER  WORD  
OF THE  MONTH:

JESSICA  MOES
fol low  along at: 

w w w.moesgoes.com
jessica.moes@gmail.com

Thank YOU

Sophom ongkol  -" Happiness"
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