
I f  t he Spi r i t  of  Him  who r ai sed Jesus 
f r om  the dead dwel l s i n  you, He who 
r ai sed Jesus Chr i st  f r om  the dead w i l l  
al so give l i fe to your  m or tal  bodies 
thr ough h i s spi r i t  who dwel l s i n  you.  
-  Rom ans 8:11

March and Apr i l   brought w ith them 
some of the hottest weather  in 
Cambodia's histor y, accompanied by 
drought,  dr ied and crumbling palm fronds, and a whole lot of sweat. I t 's an i ronic time to  be thinking about  
normal spr ing concepts of bir th, r ejuvenation, and new  l i fe, and yet not one but two hol idays over  the past two 
months have asked us to do just that: the never -ending celebration of Khmer  New  Year , and, of course, Easter.

At the end of March, Kruos Church celebrated Easter  w ith a drama by church staff , a fel lowship 'pancake' brunch 
(Khmer  pancakes, though, are  thin and made of r ice f lour  and f i l led w ith meat and veggies), and a lesson on the 
tr easure of new  l i fe that we receive from Jesus (r epresented for  the chi ldren's congregation w ith candy in eggs, 
natural ly).  In mid-Apr i l  (or  r ather , for  most of the month) the enti r e countr y of Cambodia celebrated Khmer  New  

Year  (which fol lows the lunar  calendar ). Famil ies r eturned to their  home 
communities (we tr aveled to my host father 's home in Siem Reap - we'r e 
pictured above visi ting Angkor  Wat as a fami ly) and relaxed, ate, played 
tr adi tional games,  sprayed one another  w ith water  and baby powder , 
and, of course, danced at the pagoda.  I t 's  been a time of simple joy. 

A popular  song played dur ing Khmer  New  Year  is cal led "Rom Ni Keng 
Jerng"  - i t tr anslates to "Gr ind Your  Heel" and is accompanied by a festive 
leg tw ist. I t 's meant to just be fun,  but I  think the sentiment r epresents 
both holidays well . Both Easter  and Khmer  New  Year  are about 

celebrating the things most 
essential to our  happiness (fami ly, 
fr iends, and fai th) and focusing 
our  energy on them in our  dai ly 
l i fe. These holidays have been a 
beauti ful r eminder  to me to focus 
on where my feet are today in the 
wor ld, and I 've been re-energized 
to "gr ind my heel" into the ground 
here: to focus on r elationships and 
on being present dur ing the few  
months I have left.

*For  myself  and fel low  YAGMs 
around the wor ld, that we can 'gr ind 
our  heels' in and be present in our  
communities dur ing these last 
months of ser vice.

*For  the 8 YAGMs who have been 
cal led to Cambodia next year , that 
they f ind peace in this per iod of 
discernment.

*For  those in Cambodia and around 
the wor ld who str uggle to f ind 
desir ed purpose or  f inancial 
secur i ty, that they may f ind personal 
success and fulf i l lment in their  
careers, l ivel ihoods, and vocations,.
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Most of Kruos Vi l lage Church's ministr y 
projects are designed in some way to 
provide f inancial benefi ts to fami l ies 
that str uggle w ith money. Perhaps most 
inf luential is our  Agr icultural 
Development program, which provides 
tr aining and supplies to over  200 area 
farmers to develop sustainable gardens 
ful l  of vegetables that can be grow n and 
har vested in the non-r ice season (photo, 
r ight). This program also provides the 
tr aining and supplies for  farmers 
interested in chicken rear ing for  egg 
and meat production. 

The project is sorely needed in this 
one-crop community (most farmers 
only grow  r ice, which, due to poor  
i r r igation and an extr emely dr y season, 
is  only har vested once annually). Even 
for  some of the major  crop producers in 
my community, a successful r ice season 
br ings in something between 
$500-$1000 USD. For  most fami l ies, 

especial ly those 
w ith chi ldren in 
school, this is not 
enough as an 
annual income. 
Indeed, a bad 
har vest due to poor  
weather  or  disease 
could f inancial ly 
cr ipple a fami ly. 
Many famil ies 
(including 
chi ldren) turn to 
making baskets 
(photo,  left) as a 
way to supplement 
income.

YAGM Cambodia spent our  spr ing 
r etr eat focused on the nature of 
vocation, and how  to f ind purpose 
and fulf i l lment in one's l i fe choices. 
I 've been thinking about the role 
vocation plays in communities l ike 
Kruos, where f inancial hardship gives 
individuals less options to pur sue 
careers that are mental ly and 
emotionally engaging to the 
individual. Something we discussed 
on retr eat that I  exper ience ten-fold 
here is that fulf i l led vocation can be 
developed in ways beyond what an 
individual does to earn income: i t is 
found in community engagement, 
pr ior i tization of fami ly, and an 
unending desir e to grow  personally 
and learn more about the wor ld at 
large.

By providing f inancial agency to the 
Kruos community, Kruos Church 
helps individuals wor r y less about 
f inancial instabi l i ty so that they can 
devote more time to l iving w ith joy 
and grace in al l  aspects of their  l ives. 
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I 'd l ike to express my grati tude to 
those that have sponsored a day of 
my year  in Cambodia, especial ly 
those who have sponsored days in 
March or  Apr i l :

KHMER  WORD S 
OF THE  MONTH:
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