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New National Agreement on Closing the Gap marks historic shift to 
improve Aboriginal peoples’ life outcomes 

The Aboriginal Health Council of Western Australian (AHCWA) strongly supports the National Agreement on 
Closing the Gap, which has been signed by the Coalition of Peaks, the Commonwealth, State and Territory 
Governments, and the Australian Local Government Association.  

For too long, Aboriginal people have experienced poorer life outcomes than other Australians, and have 
been excluded from decision-making processes that affect their lives. The National Agreement has the 
potential to change this, and to make a real difference to the lives of Aboriginal people and their families. 

As part of the Coalition of Peaks, AHCWA has joined more than fifty other Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander community controlled peak bodies to hold governments to account for Closing the Gap. In this 
work, AHCWA has committed to ensuring that Aboriginal people and community controlled organisations 
are at the centre of the National Agreement. 

Under the agreement, all governments have committed to four Priority Reforms, which will fundamentally 
change the way they work with Aboriginal communities and organisations. 

The four Priority Reforms commit governments to: new partnerships with Aboriginal communities across the 
country; strengthen community controlled organisations to deliver closing the gap services; address 
structural racism within government agencies and organisations; and improve sharing of data and 
information with Aboriginal organisations to support shared decision-making. 

AHCWA is pleased that the National Agreement also includes commitments to achieving targets across a 
wide variety of areas that impact the health and wellbeing of Aboriginal people. AHCWA strongly supports 
the development of culturally appropriate solutions to improving outcomes for Aboriginal people and 
communities in areas including housing, justice, safety, education and employment. 

The National Agreement is informed by the voices of more than 4000 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
people who participated in engagements across Australia last year. These voices unanimously supported the 
four Priority Reforms, and guided the Coalition of Peaks’ negotiations on the National Agreement. They must 
continue to be heard in the coming months and years as the agreement is implemented.  

The National Agreement does not include everything that the Coalition of Peaks wanted, nor everything that 
Aboriginal people have said is needed to improve their lives. But governments have been pushed in their 
commitments on Closing the Gap, and the National Agreement ensures that we will continue to sit at the 
negotiating table.  

ACHWA acknowledges that the work of the Coalition of Peaks is one part of a much bigger picture, of what 
has come before us and what still needs to be done. We are standing on the shoulders of our ancestors, and 
it is their work before us that has made our work possible. We continue to do what we can to honour them 
with our actions as we work for a brighter future for our people.  

To read the full new National Agreement on Closing the Gap, head to the Coalition of Peaks website: 
http://coalitionofpeaks.org.au/final-national-agreement-on-closing-the-gap/ 

For more information and media enquiries  
AHCWA Chairperson: Vicki O’Donnell, 0429 110 440; Coalition of Peaks: Jo Scard on 0457 725 953 or 
jo@fiftyacres.com; and Julia Macerola on 0422 337 332 or julia@fiftyacres.com 

http://coalitionofpeaks.org.au/final-national-agreement-on-closing-the-gap/
mailto:jo@fiftyacres.com
mailto:julia@fiftyacres.com

