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Thoreau’s “Resistance of Civil Government”

"That government is best which governs least"

"Government is best but  an expedient; but most governments are usually, and all governments are sometimes, inexpedient"

"Governments show thus how successfully men can be imposed on, even impose on themselves, for their own advantage."

"Let every man make known what kind of government would command his respect, and that will be one step toward obtaining it."

"What is the price‑current of an honest man and patriot today? They hesitate, and they regret, and sometimes they petition; but they do nothing in earnest and with effect."

"But it is the fault of the government itself that the remedy is worse than the evil. It makes it worse."

"But a government in which the majority rule in all cases cannot be based on justice, even as far as men understand it. Can there not be a government in which majorities do not virtually decide right and wrong, but conscience?—in which majorities decide only those questions to which the rule of expediency is applicable? Must the citizen ever for a moment, or in the least degree, resign his conscience to the legislator?"

"The best thing a man can do for his culture when he is rich is to endeavour to carry out those schemes which he entertained when he was poor."

"There will never be a really free and enlightened State, until the State comes to recognize the individual as a higher and independent power, from which all its own power and authority are derived, and treats him accordingly."

"A State which bore this kind of fruit, and suffered it to drop off as fast as it ripened, would prepare the way for a still more perfect and glorious State, which also I have imagined, but not yet anywhere seen."

To what extent is Thoreau’s perspective toward government similar to Chris McCandless and Winston Smith’s?

To what extent do you agree with or disagree with Thoreau’s ideas? Why? Use examples from 1984 to support your answer. Use details from your own opinions to support your answer. 

