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WELCOME to VinylPlus Connect,  
the members-only newsletter from VinylPlus®! 

We want to keep Connect’ing you on the latest VinylPlus news  
and all our achievements. 

VinylPlus Connect brings you the latest on our achievements,  
some of the projects we support and finance, as well as the latest 
communication materials created. It also provides updates on 
the activities from the EU institutions and how VinylPlus actively 
participates in the debate. 
 
We look forward to seeing you all in  
Madrid in May for the 2018 VinylPlus  
Sustainability Forum. Register here!

Brigitte Dero
General Manager

Alexandre Dangis 
Director
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®

Your opinion matters.  
Send us your feedback and ideas so 
we can make VinylPlus Connect an 

even more interesting read.

For our VinylPlus partners

http://vinylplus.eu
http://events.vinylplus.eu/vsf2018/register
http://vinylplus.eu
http://www.vinylfoundation.org


LAUNCHING THE VINYLPLUS® PRODUCT LABEL

An easily identifiable label for high-end sustainable PVC products available  
to VinylPlus partner companies in the window profile sector... has now become a reality.
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6 LABEL APPLICATIONSIn 2016, the window profile companies, 
organised under EPPA (European PVC 
Window Profile and Related Building 
Products Association), confirmed a 
product label would be a valuable tool 
to demonstrate their commitment 
towards sustainable development. It also 
constitutes a clear and tangible statement 
in the rising circular economy debate.  

In May 2017 the VinylPlus Board gave the 
green light for the use of the Product Label 
in the window profile industry. Discussions 
with external stakeholders show that the 
VinylPlus Product Label will help both public 
and private decision-makers to take smarter 
and more sustainable buying decisions.  

Since then VinylPlus has received six label 
applications from window profile companies 
across Europe and several others have 
already indicated they will follow.  

We have now audited an initial set of 
companies, who successfully complied 
with the requirements of the VinylPlus 
Product Label. 

Together with EPPA, VinylPlus has 
developed a communication strategy and 
action plan, targeting the upcoming 
Fensterbau Frontale, where we will 
launch the VinylPlus Product Label on 22 
March 2018.

productlabel.vinylplus.eu

More information on the scheme, created with 
our partners TNS (The Natural Step) and BRE 
Global (Label scheme manager) can be found at

http://productlabel.vinylplus.eu
http://productlabel.vinylplus.eu


PROJECTS WE BELIEVE IN

ReVinylFloor’s Transformation 
The aim of this transformation is to go beyond today’s achievements and offer the most 
sustainable solutions for vinyl flooring along its life. All future initiatives will be in line 
with the Waste Hierarchy Principles, where zero waste to landfill is a key element.

ReVinylFloor is a collaborative recycling network. Its members have decided to give a new 
impulse to the programme by increasing their collaboration with recycling associations, waste 
collectors, demolition companies, recyclers and converters across Europe. This will ensure that 
post-installation and post-use vinyl flooring is collected, safely recycled and given a new life. 

ReVinylFloor’s shareholders have called upon internationally renowned plastics 
recycling and converting expert Bernard Merkx to lead the transformation of the 
ReVinylFloor initiative into a multi-stakeholder horizontal co-creation platform. 

Carrelagi is made from Novaplak®, which is produced in France by Novafloor, an associated 
member of VFSE (Vinyl Films and Sheets Europe) and a partner of VinylPlus. Composed of 
recycled marble and vinyl powder, smooth or textured, Carrelagi combines aesthetics, 
functionality and ease as well as speed of installation.  

Launched in France only a few months ago, Carrelagi has already made a name for itself among 
decoration professionals and recently won the “Coup de Cœur” award for its composite marble 
panel “Carrelagi” during the first Innovation Awards in Paris.  

“We need to further explore the evolving 
needs and challenges of the PVC resilient 
floor-covering industry, while expanding and 
strengthening existing networks to achieve a 
strong sustainable supply chain for 
collection and recycling of floorcovering 
waste."

Bernard Merkx 
ReVinylFloor director 
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VinylPlus partner Novafloor wins “Coup de Cœur” award for Carrelagi

For more information

Bernard Merkx
ReVinylFloor Project Director

Bernard.merkx@eupc.org  



Every single one of our partners receives a certificate for their partnership 
with VinylPlus. We work hard at making it nice, so we hope you’re hanging it in a 
visible area at your office.

The certificate is a must-have tool to showcase 
your VinylPlus partnership!

SHOWCASING YOUR PARTNERSHIP
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The UK National Health Service spends more than £80 million on waste each year. 
Hospitals can play a key role in the circular economy by recycling waste materials, 
such as plastics.

PVC is used to make 40% of medical devices, especially those used frequently in anaesthesia and 
critical care. A large proportion of PVC is used in anaesthetic facemasks, post-operative oxygen 
masks, fluid administration sets and associated tubing. The average UK hospital uses more than 
12,000 oxygen masks per year and around eight million anaesthetics are administered each year. 

The scheme is already showing tangible 
results with a total of 3,850 kilos of waste high-
grade PVC collected - equivalent to 128,333 
masks. This has been recycled back into new 
goods, such as horticultural products.

RecoMed collects data on the tonnage 
recycled to calculate carbon savings. Each 
tonne of recycled PVC will replace about one 
tonne of virgin PVC compound used in new 
products, thereby reducing their carbon 
impact. This data can be used by individual 
hospitals to demonstrate efforts to reduce 
their overall environmental impact, as well 
as their financial savings.  

Recycling is much cheaper for hospitals, 
given the cost of clinical waste disposal, 
which ranges from £350 to £600 per tonne. 

There’s huge potential for further 
development. RecoMed offers the 
healthcare sector a major opportunity 
to increase their recycling efforts, whilst 
achieving helpful savings on high specialist 
waste disposal costs.

More than 2,000 tonnes of PVC 
could be recycled every year by 
collecting these items alone from 
150 hospitals in the UK!

RecoMed is a unique UK-wide scheme that 
collects single-use waste PVC items used by 
healthy patients who have undergone 
elective surgery and sends these for 
recycling. The scheme, funded by VinylPlus, 
provides an alternative, sustainable disposal 
route for waste medical items made from 
high-quality medical grade PVC. 

Run by Axion, a resource recovery specialist 
and the British Plastics Federation (BPF), 
RecoMed supplies recycling containers, 
communication materials and collections to 
participating NHS and private hospitals.  

RecoMed recycling bins are sited on wards 
next to non-infectious clinical waste bins. 
Clear instruction is given to sta on what items 
can be accepted. Daily collections are taken to 
a central waste hold from where the RecoMed 
team deliver them to specialist recyclers.

Pioneered by anaesthetists, the award-
winning scheme is now active in ten 
hospitals where it is helping clinical teams to 
increase recycling and reduce waste costs. 
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For more information

Jane Gardner
Head of Consulting Services at Axion

jgardner@axiongroup.co.uk

WE HELP RECOMED RECYCLE 
PVC FROM HOSPITALS 

http://www.bpf.co.uk/recomed.aspx


Don’t forget to register for the VinylPlus Sustainability Forum taking place on  
16-17 May in Madrid. This year, we’re exploring societal needs and how the industry  
can provide concrete, sustainable solutions and contribute to human wellbeing.

The 2018 Forum will look at policy frameworks and agreements by governments, political 
groups and industries to identify drivers that will incentivise businesses and their alignment 
with the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

On the way to a more sustainable society we need high quality and affordable products which 
are accessible to the largest possible number of people. 

The whole value chain must work together to provide quality and durable products which,  
at the end of their useful life, can be recycled and re-introduced back into the economy for 
the benefit of the consumer and society as a whole. 

We will also discuss the crucial role of industry voluntary commitments such as VinylPlus.

6

FIND OUT HOW PVC AND ARCHITECTURE  
GO HAND IN HAND

See agenda Register now

http://events.vinylplus.eu/vsf2018/register
http://events.vinylplus.eu/vsf2018/register
https://vinylplus.eu/uploads/vsf18/VSF2018Agenda.pdf
https://vinylplus.eu/uploads/vsf18/VSF2018Agenda.pdf
http://events.vinylplus.eu/vsf2018/register


The registered logo is part of a wider work to renew and strenghten the VinylPlus brand.  
A full brand manual has been developed that will ensure a stronger and more recognizable 
brand used with greater coherence throughout all VinylPlus communications. 

VinylPlus at a glance
We have developed a brochure that 
provides an overview of the VinylPlus 
programme, its latest results as well as a 
list of all partners.  

It is available in English, French, German, 
Italian, Norwegian, Portuguese and Spanish on 
our website. 

This toolkit provides an overview of all  
the most recent communication tools 
available to present VinylPlus, discuss 
sustainability and talk about PVC.

Communication toolkit

Upon request

Download

TOOLS FOR YOU
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Make use of  
our communication tools. 

MAKING OUR BRAND STRONGER TOGETHER 

You can ask for print outs

The VinylPlus logo now includes the    mark.  
Please use our revised logo on your communications.  
Please contact Sylvie Famelart.

® REGISTERED LOGO

mailto:sylvie.famelart%40vinylplus.eu?subject=
https://vinylplus.eu//uploads/Modules/Documents/vinylplus-at-a-glance-2017_for_electronic_use.pdf
mailto:info%40vinylplus.eu?subject=Info%20VinylPlus
mailto:sylvie.famelart%40vinylplus.eu?subject=


Watch this space!

In this short animation video, we introduce VinylPlus, who we are, what we do,  
our achievements and future challenges. An extended and a short version are available.

Retweet, like and follow us @VinylPlus_EU

Self-regulation builds bridges between #industry & government and can help achieve #sustainability 
targets http://ow.ly/zaWg30gnwtf

Tweet on opinion piece from Martina Dlabajová, Member of the European Parliament

We must choose #resourceefficiency for a truly #circulareconomy, writes VinylPlus’ Brigitte Dero 
in @Parlimag http://ow.ly/drOd30gpowN 

6 EU plastics organisations adopt framework of voluntary commitments to continue and expand 
plastics recycling activities. @EU_Commission #PlasticsStrategy  
https://vinylplus.eu/mediaroom/67/55/VinylPlus-joins

Tweet liked by EU Environment Commissioner Vella

VISIT US ON TWITTER @VinylPlus_EU
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LATEST ON TWITTER

1,130 followers

https://vimeo.com/239609950
https://vimeo.com/239609950
https://vimeo.com/222680388
https://vimeo.com/239609950
https://twitter.com/VinylPlus_EU
http://ow.ly/zaWg30gnwtf
http://ow.ly/zaWg30gnwtf
http://ow.ly/drOd30gpowN
http://ow.ly/drOd30gpowN
https://vinylplus.eu/mediaroom/67/55/VinylPlus-joins
https://vinylplus.eu/mediaroom/67/55/VinylPlus-joins
https://twitter.com/vinylplus_eu?lang=es


Businesses can and must play an important role in achieving the SDGs. Through VinylPlus, 
our industry has been contributing to addressing these global challenges and priorities. 
The SDGs provide a common framework of action for all and that is why we have assessed 
our Voluntary Commitment against each of the 17 Goals. We have aligned VinylPlus’ 
challenges, targets and achievements with the SDGs to evaluate and demonstrate our 
direct contribution to many of these critical targets.  

The 17 SDGs and their associated targets shape policies, action plans and many initiatives 
embracing many interrelated matters across the economic, social and environmental 
dimensions of sustainable development. They cover priority areas such as poverty 
eradication, food availability, health and wellbeing, climate change, economic inequality, 
innovation, sustainable consumption and production, peace and justice.

 “I’m happy to see that in its 2017 Progress Report, VinylPlus is already reporting on its contribution to the SDGs, identifying to which Goal 
each of its five Challenges relate. I’d like to congratulate VinylPlus [...] ” – Christophe Yvetot, UNIDO Representative to the European Union.

VinylPlus contribution to the SDGs
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CONTRIBUTING TO THE SUSTAINABLE  
DEVELOPMENT GOALS

The United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) define global 
sustainable development priorities and aspirations for 2030. Launched in 2015,  
the Goals call for worldwide action by governments, businesses and civil society. 

Did you know? 
VinylPlus is registered as a SMART partnership on the UN Partnerships for SDGs Platform

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnership/?p=91


NEWS FROM THE EU

The EU Circular Economy Package:  
an opportunity for VinylPlus

With the Circular Economy Package,  
the European Commission aims to foster 
sustainable economic growth and generate 
new jobs. One of the cornerstones of the 
package is the first-ever Strategy on Plastics 
published on 16 January. The Plastics Strategy 
intends to protect the environment from 
plastic pollution whilst fostering growth and 
innovation. It includes several targets including: 

all plastic packaging on the EU market will 
be either reusable or recyclable by 2030
the consumption of single-use plastics 
will be reduced 
the intentional use of microplastics will 
be restricted

 
With this Strategy, the European Commission 
is also seeking voluntary commitments from 
industry to support and promote plastics 
that can be recycled into quality materials.  
It demonstrates that the European 
Commission acknowledges the advantages 
of voluntary commitments from industry  
to increase the recycling and use of recycled 
plastics. In this context, VinylPlus, in 
partnership with five European organisations 
from the plastics value chain, have committed 
themselves to launch Circularity Platforms.  
In particular, we have committed towards 
50% plastics waste recycling by 2040.

Along the plastics strategy, the European 
Commission published a Communication on 
options to address the interface between 
chemical, product and waste legislation. 

The Interface describes many of the issues 
related to waste and chemicals that VinylPlus 
has been addressing in recent years.

In October, Martina Dlabajová, Member of the 
European Parliament, wrote an opinion piece
on industry’s voluntary commitments and 
how it complements policy instruments. 
The opinion piece published on EurActiv 
presented VinylPlus as a good example of 
an ambitious and inclusive framework for 
voluntary action.

VinylPlus is indeed a shining example of 
a successful voluntary commitment: the 
programme significantly contributes to the 
circular economy by, for example, ensuring 
continuous growth in the recycling of PVC. 

RECYCLE

DESIGN

MANUFACTURE

USAGE
RE-USE/
REPAIR

CONTACT US
Twitter @VinylPlus_EU Vimeo vinylplus

Email info@vinylplus.eu Web www.vinylplus.eu

Read what MEP Martina 
Dlabajová says about us.
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https://www.euractiv.com/section/circular-economy/opinion/circular-economy-success-needs-more-than-ambitious-policies/
https://twitter.com/vinylplus_eu?lang=es
https://twitter.com/vinylplus_eu?lang=es
https://vimeo.com/vinylplus
https://vimeo.com/vinylplus
mailto:info%40vinylplus.eu?subject=
mailto:info%40vinylplus.eu?subject=
mailto:info%40vinylplus.eu?subject=
http://www.vinylplus.eu
https://www.euractiv.com/section/circular-economy/opinion/circular-economy-success-needs-more-than-ambitious-policies/
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