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CIP’S PROGRAMS:
• Latin America Rights & Security

• Financial Transparency Coalition

• Common Defense Campaign

• Avoided Deforestation Partners

• Security Assistance Monitor

• Energy Future Project

Americans learned an important and painful 
lesson from the Vietnam War.  For a decade, 
they resisted attempts to involve the United 

States in another major foreign military 
occupation. The failed wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq have underscored the need to find 

peaceful solutions to foreign conflicts. 

To make sure the lessons of Vietnam, Iraq 
and Afghanistan are not forgotten, we are 
expanding our peace, security and human 
rights work with two new initiatives, one 

to expand the constituencies in the United 
States committed to diplomatic peacemaking 

and another to organize a global coalition 
of nongovernmental organizations that will 
coordinate research, education and policy 

advocacy. Conflicts have become globalized, 
and to be effective, advocates for peace also 

must organize global coalitions.

A NEW MODEL OF PEACE ADVOCACY
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A D V A N C I N G  A  S U S T A I N A B L E , 
J U S T  A N D  P E A C E F U L  W O R L D



At a time when the United States is shifting its counterterrorism strategy 
to training and equipping foreign security forces through new security 
assistance programs, transparency and oversight is paramount. Recently-
proposed counterterrorism funds would top off $15 billion in assistance 
to foreign military and police forces already provided annually by the 
Defense and State Departments. Despite President Obama emphasizing 
the importance of security aid transparency to U.S. counterterrorism efforts 
abroad, this message has not penetrated the Pentagon, the least transparent 
U.S. agency that provides foreign assistance. 

Security Assistance Monitor aims to fill this information gap by encouraging 
greater transparency over U.S. military aid, arms sales and training and 
promoting more sustainable solutions for regional security issues that 
respect human rights and reflect an understanding of the proper role of 
militaries. Our online database (www.securityassistance.org) is the only 
place to find comprehensive data on U.S. aid flows to foreign police and 
military forces from 2000 to the present, providing a powerful new tool for 
journalists, academics, advocates and citizens in the United States and 
abroad. 

As the U.S. government continues to expand its reach via increasing security 
assistance worldwide, our goal is to create new spaces of engagement 
between various foreign policy actors, civil society and the general public 
to ensure the protection of human rights and increase understanding of 
international development and global security.

RESEARCH, EDUCATION AND 
ADVOCACY

PROMOTING TRANSPARENCY 
AND OVERSIGHT OF U.S. 
SECURITY ASSISTANCE

BUILDING A BROADER NATIONAL 
COALITION FOR PEACE

We are building a broad national constituency of environmental, labor, 
economic justice and women’s groups to work together to demilitarize U.S. 
foreign policy. Our goal is to link up with environmentalists, union activists 
and other progressive groups to get them directly involved in defining 
America’s global role in the 21st century. 

A broad, engaged movement can inspire grassroots activists as well as 
opinion leaders to champion global engagement, sustainable development 
and respect for human rights. Today millions of Americans are active on a 
variety of causes, but most of them do see how their particular interests 
would be advanced by a progressive foreign and military policy. In 2015 
we will begin building a much broader domestic constituency to support 
foreign policies that rely on diplomacy rather than the use of military force.  
Over half of the U.S. government’s discretionary budget is spent on the 
military, leaving little money for programs that benefit the vast majority of 
Americans.

Conflicts are no longer confined within the borders of one country and no 
country can act unilaterally to contain and defeat global non-state adversaries, 
even one as militarily dominant as the United States. We aim to build a 
network of nongovernmental organizations that will share information and 
coordinate their work to become a truly global peace campaign. 

The Internet and globalization have revolutionized commerce. Large 
companies have to operate globally to prosper. But most nongovernmental 
organizations have a one-state model, which severely limits their effectiveness. 
The model for our proposed global peace coalition is CIP’s Financial 
Transparency Coalition, which has brought together the most important 
transparency groups in the world in a powerful coalition that has already 
succeeded in reducing massive offshore tax evasion by super-rich individuals 
and big multinational corporations. 

Wars, as well as illegal movements of money, ignore boundaries and are 
waged by global coalitions of nations. Peace groups also must work in 
global coalitions to coordinate advocacy campaigns promoting non-military 
alternatives to the use of force. We aim to assemble a coalition of established 
peace groups in Europe and Japan and nongovernmental organizations in 
Russia, China and the developing world to coordinate their activities with CIP’s 
Win Without War coalition.

BUILDING AN INTERNATIONAL 
COALITION OF PEACE GROUPS

For almost four decades, CIP’s experts have influenced U.S. foreign 
policy, providing recommendations and analysis to promote a 
sustainable, just and peaceful world. This legacy continues today 
as we take innovative approaches to address some of Washington’s 
most critical issues.  

CIP’s Win Without War Coalition of 41 national organizations, from 
the Sierra Club to MoveOn.org, is the largest anti-war coalition in 
the United States. Our Arms and Security Project publishes dozens 
of op-ed articles in the country’s major newspapers as well as 
in-depth reports and books. Our Project on Defense Alternatives 
produces alternative and “smart” Pentagon budgets and reports 
on a range of military issues. Our Security Assistance Monitor 
Program collects and analyzes all publicly-accessible data about 
global U.S. security assistance from 2000 to the present. Melvin 
Goodman, a 23-year veteran of the CIA who has come over to our 
side, is one of the most credible critics of America’s bloated and 
intrusive intelligence agencies.  

CIP’s in-house expertise gives us credibility with policymakers and 
the media. Through television and radio interviews, social media 
and op-ed articles, our staff reach millions of Americans to provide 
an alternative to the almost knee-jerk reflex of many Washington 
policymakers to send in drones, attack aircraft and U.S. combat 
forces to resolve foreign disputes.

COOPERATION, 
TRANSPARENCY & 
ACCOUNTABILITY

ADDRESSING THE MOST 
URGENT THREATS TO 
OUR PLANET
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