
October 17, 2019 

Hon. Timothy J. O'Neal 

52B East Wing 

PO Box 202048 

Harrisburg, PA 17120-2048 

Hon. Jason Ortitay 

143A East Wing 

PO Box 202046 

Harrisburg, PA 17120-2046 

VIA ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION 

Dear Representatives O’Neal and Ortitay, 

At the Department of Health public meeting at Canon-McMillan High School on October 7, you 

acknowledged that fracking may be the cause of the unfolding public health crisis in your districts and 

other areas of Washington, Green, Fayette, and Westmoreland Counties where young people are being 

diagnosed with rare cancers at an alarming rate. You said that night that fracking must be investigated 

along with other possible causes. We agree. 

We believe that the next steps in your pursuit of the answers your constituents, other affected residents, 

and all Pennsylvanians need and deserve must include the following: 

1)      The state must conduct an investigation into environmental causes of the cancers. The genetic study 

for which you have secured funding will not achieve the end of determining what role fracking plays in 

the marked increase in cancer diagnoses in the past fifteen years since the first unconventional well in 

Pennsylvania was drilled. 

2)      Another hearing must be held in the affected communities so that everyone wishing to speak and ask 

questions has an opportunity to be heard and have their concerns addressed. 

3)      As members of the Environmental Resources and Energy committee, you must hold a hearing so that 

your colleagues can hear directly from affected residents including Janice Blanock, Carla Marratto 

Cumming, Christine Barton, Cindy Valent, Alison Cobb, and others who have lost loved ones or whose 

family members are battling the disease. 

As you know, there are several pieces of legislation moving through the legislature at present that would 

subsidize further shale gas development and even legalize specific dangerous practices, like the spreading 

of fracking waste on roadways, a provision of SB790. If there is any chance that fracking is taking the 

lives of children, those measures should not move forward.  

Representative O’Neal, you are prime sponsor of one of the bills, HB1107, that would transfer permitting 

authority from the Department of Environmental Protection to new Pennsylvania Permitting Authority. 

Representative Ortitay, you co-sponsored that bill. You are both co-sponsors of other bills from the same 

Energize PA package of which HB1107 is a part.  



We call on you to advocate for a halt to those bills until you have the time and support of your colleagues 

to carry out the next steps we recommend and any others you deem necessary. 

Sincerely, 

Organizations and Businesses 

 

350 BucksCounty 

Active Community Training 

Allegheny County Clean Air Now  

Be The Change  

Beaver County Marcellus Awareness Community 

Berks Gas Truth 

Better Path Coalition 

Breathe Easy Susquehanna County 

Bucks Environmental Action  

Camp White Pine 

Clean Water Action 

Climate Reality Project: Susquehanna Valley PA chapter 

Concerned Citizens of Lebanon County 

Earth Ethics,  Inc. 

FAMS 4 HELP 

Founding member, Sustainable Monroeville 

FracTracker Alliance 

Great Lakes Chapter of Inland Ocean Coalition 

Green Party of Allegheny County 

Izaak Walton League, Allegheny County 

Lancaster Against Pipelines  

Lancaster Stands Up 

LAWPA 

Lebanon Pipeline Awareness 

Marcellus Outreach Butler 

MarchOnHarrisburg  

Mountain Watershed Association 

Patriots From The Oil & Gas Shales 

Pennsylvania Interfaith Power & Light 

Physicians for Social Responsibility - Pennsylvania 

PK Ditty Media 

Power Shift Network 

Project CoffeeHouse 

ProtectPT 

PSR PA 

Rachel Carson Council 

Residents Against the Power Plant 

Save Our Streams PA 

Sunrise Movement Lancaster 

Upper Burrell Citizens Against Marcellus Pollution 

Upper Uwchlan Residents for Safety 

 



Individuals

Hal Albert , Philadelphia , PA  

Sherry Andresen, Katy, TX 

Greta Aul, Lancaster , PA 

Michael Bagdes-Canning, Cherry Valley, PA 

Laurie Barr, Coudersport, PA 

Christine A. Barton, Canonsburg , PA  

David Barton, Canonsburg , PA  

Laurie Barr, Coudersport, PA 

Tamara A Bauer, Sewickley, PA 

Anita Teresa Baumgardner, Aliquippa, PA  

Priscilla Becroft , Philadelphia , PA 

Frederick Bickerton, McKeesport, PA 

Pam Bishop, Mt. Gretna, PA 

Lois Bjornson, Scenery Hill, PA 

Janice Blanock, Cecil, PA 

Laura Blanock, Washington, PA 

Eliza Booth, Lancaster, PA 

Emily Borcz, West Sunbury, PA 

Debra S Borowiec, Murrysville/Export, PA 

Gloria Brashear, Jefferson Hills, PA 

Beverly Braverman, Melcroft, PA 

Marsha Brofka-Berends, Exton, PA 

Lynn Bryant, Monongahela, PA 

Benita J. Campbell, Burgettstown, PA 

David Casker, Johnstown, PA 

Sarah Caspar, Downingtown, PA 

Elizabeth Cates, Leesport, PA 

Jessa Chabeau, Pittsburgh, PA 

Alyssa Chambers, Pittsburgh, PA 

Cindy Chopak, Cecil, PA 

A. Cohen, Hummelstown, PA. 

Caroline Cotugno , Croydon , PA 

Chelsea Cramer, Montoursville, PA 

Kay Cramer, Liverpool, PA 

Jason Robert Crawford, Lancaster, PA 

Raymond Dandrea, West Chester, PA 

K Danowski, Pittsburgh, PA 

Peter W Deutsch, Aliquippa, PA 

Chris Digiulio, Downingtown, PA 

Robert Donnan, McMurray, PA 

Elizabeth Donohoe, Pittsburgh, PA 

Lois Drumheller, Monroeville, PA 

Chris Dubois, Canonsburg, PA  

Kristy Egg, Kissimmee, FL 

Pat Eichman, New Philadelphia, PA 

Karen Elias, Lock Haven, PA 

Patricia Emich, Irwin , PA 

Jane G Enterline , Harbor Springs, MI 

Kathleen Espamer, Camp Hill, PA 

J C Evans, Murrysville, PA 

Sherlene Evans, Reading , PA 

Karen Feridun, Kutztown, PA 

Sandra Folzer, Philadelphia, PA 

Wayne Kenneth Frank, Pittsburgh, PA. 

Bob M Friedhoffer, DAMASCUS, PA 

Sharon Furlong, Feasterville , PA  

Croitiene ganMoryn, Ocala, FL 

Penn Garvin, Mifflinburg, PA 

Ron Gavalik, Pittsburgh, PA 

Caitlyn Geist, Royersford, PA 

Barry George, Philadelphia , PA 

Ellen Gerhart, Huntingdon, PA 

Terry J Giles, North Strabane , PA 

Marilyn Giorgio-Poole, Ligonier, PA 

Eric Gjertsen, Wyomissing, PA 

Goodwin, Monroe Township, PA 

Diana Griffen, Exton, PA 

Susanne Groenendaal, State College, PA 

Ronald Gulla, Canonsburg, PA 

Borja Gutierrez , State College, PA 

Marta Guttenberg , Philadelphia , PA 

Jerry Haimowitz, Fleetwood, PA 

Don Hawkins, Braddock North , PA 

Grace Henning, Pittsburgh, PA 

Tom Hocking, Cornwall, PA 

Elisabeth Hoffman, Lancaster, PA  

Rob Hosken, Pittsburgh, PA 

Joseph Bruce Huber, Latrobe, PA 

Gene Hunter, Easton, PA 

Cricket Eccleston Hunter, State College, PA 

Barbara Jarmoska, Montoursville, PA 

Lynda Jarsocrak, Reading, PA 

Wendy B Johnson, Lawrence, PA 

Nora Johnson, Pittsburgh, PA 

Stacy Jordon, McDonald, PA 

Reid Joyce, Valencia, PA 

David Ira Kagan, Jersey Shore, PA 

Stephanie Kaliszewski , Canonsburg , PA  

Dency Kane, Huntington, NY 

JC Kasten, Bradfordwoods, PA 

James Keenan, Lansdowne, PA 

David Kest, Bloomington, IN 

Edward C. Ketyer, M.D., F.A.A.P., Venetia, PA 

Carolyn A. Kidder, Wayne,, PA 

Paula Kline, Westtown, PA 

Kathy Kloska, Washington, PA 

Howard Kolus, Mechanicsburg, PA 

Kathleen Krebs, Pittsburgh , PA 



Leo Anthony Kucewicz, Phoenixville, PA 

Elise Kucirka Salahub, Lebanon, PA 

Lisa Ladd-Kidder, Kutztown, PA 

Deborah Larson, Pittsburgh, PA 

Robin LaSon, Lititz, PA 

Barbara Laxon, Bradford, PA 

Marcia Lehman, Ambridge, PA 

Darlene Leslie, Murrysville, PA 

Michelle Lobello, Can't , PA 

Kristen M Locy, Canonsburg, PA 

Cathy Lodge, Bulger, PA 

Doug Lorenzen, Mt. Gretna, PA 

Beverly Lyle, McDonald , PA 

Tim Mahoney, Pequea, PA 

Risa Marmontello, Douglassville, PA 

Stephanie L Martin, Red Lion, PA 

Emilie McCarthy, Souderton, PA 

Roscoe McCloskey, South Williamsport, PA 

Melissa McGowan, Canonsburg, PA 

Paige McHugh, Exton , PA  

Jack McKee, Williamsport, PA 

Mary McMahon, Philadelphia, PA. 

Kelsey McNaul, Pittsburgh, PA 

Donna Miller, Mc Donald, PA 

Adrienne Morgado, Newtown, PA 

Robert K. Musil, Ph.D.,M.P.H., Bethesda, MD 

Caleb Michael Nauman, Lancaster City, PA 

Heather Goodman Nelson, Douglassville, PA 

Gail Neustadt, Presto, PA 

Elizabeth Norris, Perkasie, PA  

Kelly Orr, Washington , PA 

Elizabeth Pajak, Canonsburg, PA 

E. Christopher Payne, Bethlehem, PA 

Joan Pelc, Newtown Square, PA 

Ann Pinca, Lebanon, PA 

Karen L. Plankenhorn, Williamsport, PA. 

Jane Popko, Palmyra, PA 

Vincent Prudente, Philadelphia, PA 

Debby Rabold, Effort, PA 

Bob Redfern, Media, PA 

Eileen Reed, Newtown, PA 

Bev Reed, Bridgeport, OH 

Ronnie Diane Reiman, New York, NY 

Kay Reinfried , Lititz , PA 

Max Riben, Bushkill, PA 

Lynn P Robinson, Philadelphia, PA 

Nanny Roecker Coates, Ambler, PA 

Lisa Rosenkoetter, Camp Hill, PA 

Diane Rusch, Canonsburg, PA 

Mary M Rush, Pittsburgh, PA 

Gary Ryan, Doylestown, PA 

John Salahub, Lebanon, PA 

Arthur Satter, Beach Lake, PA 

Carolin Schellhorn, Ardmore, PA 

Marc Schermer, Pittsburgh, PA 

Robert Schmetzer, South Heights, PA. 

Kathleen & Andrew, Canonsburg, PA 

Michael Schroeder, Annville, PA 

Brett Schultz, Wernersville, PA 

Tanya Seaman, Philadelphia, PA 

Tabassam Shah, Clarion, PA 

Mary Ann C Sheldon, Narberth, PA 

America Sherwood, Centennnial, CO 

Ron Slabe, Oakmont, PA 

Scott Smith, Pittsburgh, PA 

Lora Snyder, Glen Mills , PA 

Tace Sofia, Yardley, PA 

Craig L. Stevens, Montrose, PA 

Michelle Stonemark, McDonald , PA 

Joshua Stonemark , McDonald , PA 

Michael Stout, Pittsburgh , PA 

Lynn Strauss, West Chester, PA 

Sioobahn Sullivan, Pittsburgh, PA 

Karen Swam, Lancaster, PA 

Jay Sweeney, Dalton, PA 

Arlene Taylor, Harrisburg, PA 

Laurie Tomme, Boyertown, PA 

Carolyn Treadway, Lacey, WA 

Jay E Treat, King Of Prussia, PA 

Stephanie Ulmer, Pittsburgh, PA 

Kim Van Fleet, Shermans Dale, PA 

Beth Voyles , Washington, PA 

Jay Ting Walker, Pittsburgh, PA 

David Way, Pottstown, PA 

Joseph Weir, Pittsburgh, PA 

Barbara White, Pittsburgh, PA 

Linda Wichmann , Aliquippa , PA 

JoAnn Williams, Media, PA 

Debra Wontor, Lords Valley, PA 

Judith Woodruff, Blandon , PA 

Amy Yater, Canonsburg , PA 

Charles Yater, Canonsburg , PA 

Lloyd J Zeiler Jr, Buena Vista, PA 

Tara M Zrinski , Bethlehem , PA 

 

 


