
2015 Commitment Form 

In a generous spirit I make the following commitment: 

I commit  $  ______  weekly [  ] ; fortnightly [  ] ; or monthly [  ] 

 

I prefer to give by:  

internet banking into the Church’s Bank    

A/C No 12-3011-0162586-04 [  ] 

OR 

through the envelope system; please send me details [  ]  

OR 

I prefer to donate annually  

- cheque enclosed $__________  

- I have made an automatic payment $__________ 

OR 

I pledge a donation of $ _______ 

in the month of __________________.   

Please send me a reminder. 

I understand I may vary this commitment at any time 

if my circumstances change. 

 

Name _____________________________________________ 

Address____________________________________________ 

 __________________________________________________ 

E-mail_____________________________________________ 

Phone_____________________________________________

Summaries of Income and Expense Categories for 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENEROUS  

SPIRIT 

Financial Support for  

St Matthew-in-the-City 



Generous Spirit: Financial Support for St Matthew-in-the-City 

The community of people who worship at St Matthew-in-the-

City have inherited a tradition of open hospitality, a prophetic 

voice, beautiful liturgy, and the gift of a fine, historic building. 

Each generation of worshippers has contributed to the 

building up of the community and the maintenance of the 

church. People have also contributed their time, their skills, 

their prayers and their money. Without their generosity there 

would be no church here today. 

 

In recent years St Matthew’s has relied on the income from 

the carpark to fund the majority of its activities. The 

congregation currently contributes 6% of our income. 

We have chosen to use up our financial reserves on projects 

such as the organ and these reserves have not been 

replenished. 

We are a community of a generous spirit, offering hospitality 

to all who come for weddings, baptisms and events. We wish 

to expand that generous spirit in reaching out to our 

neighbours and our city. We want to reach out to our 

immediate neighbourhood, find out who they are and how we 

might connect. A recent piece of research in the inner city 

scores churches highly as places where people find community 

and resources for living. We want to continue to support our 

worshipping congregation who come from all over Auckland.  

 

 

 

We are currently restrained in what we can achieve together. 

And so we are inviting members of the congregation to 

consider becoming a regular financial supporter of St 

Matthew’s. It costs approximately $2000 per Sunday to 

provide Sunday worship. And our current parishioner giving 

plus Sunday cash collections adds up to less than $1000 per 

Sunday. 

The following table summarises regular giving for the second 

half of 2014. 

Regular giving for 6 months to December 2014 

Amount for 
6 months, $ 

No of 
givers 

  

1-250 7   
251-500 9   
501-750 6   

751-1000 2   
1000+ 1   

Total givers 25   
Total given  $12,226  

  Average per person per week $18.87 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial giving is part of living out our faith. To be generous 

with our financial resources to our church community and 

other charitable causes does more than help “pay our share”. 

It acknowledges that all we have comes from God our Creator 

and giving a portion back helps to show that we are not 

controlled by our possessions and money. Letting go is good 

for the soul! 

As a parish community we practice the same discipline in 

supporting causes beyond the parish. The Vestry is developing 

a policy of giving and will aim to slowly increase our collective 

giving over the next few years to 5% of our income which is 

the norm for many parishes. 

 

How does it work?  

All recorded giving is eligible for a tax rebate of 33%. In order 

to receive a receipt for tax purposes you can give by automatic 

payment or the envelope system (a numbered envelope is 

provided and then the totals recorded).  In order to allow 

Vestry to plan for the year and make commitments on your 

behalf we would ask parishioners to complete the attached 

commitment form giving an indication of your intentions. 

Place the form in an envelope marked “Parish Recorder” and 

bring to church and place in the collection; or send to the 

office. These forms are confidential and seen only by our 

Parish Recorder and Business Manager, Ian Pallas.  

For those who give by automatic payment we will be supplying 

“I give by auto payment” cards which you may wish to put in 

the collection each week to represent your giving. 


