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FROM COMPETITIVE SWIMMING TO SURVIVING THE SEA 

Eight volunteer swimming and water safety Teachers from around Australia have been selected 

to travel to South Korea in support of the Lifesaving Society of Korea’s (LSK) Instructors, in a pilot 

program, to teach more than 2000 South Korean Children water safety and survival skills. 

Furthermore, the program will provided Swimming Instructors, in Korea, with the practical 

knowledge they will need to deliver water safety programs to children, all over South Korea. 

Amelia Watson-Black, Rachael Curtis, Paige Bryan, Zac Fraser, Chris Osborn, Eloise Smith, 

Samantha Lemons and Tori Donovan will assist experienced Brisbane based Trainers Lorraine 

& Craig Tobin in delivering water safety and survival skills to 15 South Korean Instructors.  This 

program will then be delivered to more than 2000 South Korean School Children, over a period 

of 2 weeks.  

Following on from the 2013, MV Sewol Ferry capsize en-route from holiday Island, Jeju, to the 

South Korean Mainland where more than 300 school students drowned in the disaster, the CEO 

of LSK, DaeYoung Kang, was approached by the South Korean Government, to introduce water 
safety & survival skills to school students, who have traditionally have learnt to swim for 

competition.  Lorraine & Craig Tobin, who have volunteered in South Korea for the past 6 years, 

training Lifeguards and Paramedics in water safety and survival skills, have partnered with LSK 

to roll out the aquatic safety skills program for school children in South Korea.  

In 2014, the Australian Deputy Ambassador to South Korea, visited the joint project between 

the Tobin’s and LSK, in Seoul and suggested applying for a grant from the Australia Korea 

Foundation. The foundation promotes the improvement of relationships between Australian & 

South Korean Entities.  The application, for this important project was approved in April 2015, 

and preparation for this important water safety and survival project began.    

As well as funding support from the Australia Korea Foundation-Department of Foreign Affairs 

& Trade, the Australian Swim Coaches & Teachers Association CEO, David Speechley, has 

generously provided assistance with items such as uniforms for the 8 Instructors.  In addition, 

Michael Darben, CEO of the Royal Life Saving Society of Queensland has also pledged valuable 

assistance to the project. The support of these entities is essential to allowing more of the AKF 

funding grant to reach more school children of South Korea, where it is most needed.  The much 

needed assistance will also enhance the level of training provided to LSK Instructors, so they 

can competently delivery lifesaving water safety skills to children.  LSK and the South Korean 

Government will also provide valuable and necessary funding that will assist expenses in South 

Korea. 

As well as delivering lifesaving aquatic skills to South Korean Instructors and School Students, 

an immersion of cultures will provide benefits for all.  South Koreans are extremely hospitable 

and proud of their culture and history. The 8 Instructors travelling from Australian will enjoy a 

rich cultural experience like no other on the planet, and in the process South Koreans will 

benefit from gaining vital water safety and survival skills.  

 


