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A Message FromA Message FromA Message FromA Message From  
 

 

DG SDG SDG SDG SHARONHARONHARONHARON    BBBBATTAGLIAATTAGLIAATTAGLIAATTAGLIA    

 September 2017 

One down. Forty-seven to go.  

I had the pleasure of beginning my club visitations with a recent trip to 

meet with the Mayville Chautauqua Lions Club. Their warm hospitality, 

pride in what they do, and honest discussion of their challenges matched 

my hopes for my club visits. I want to thank them for offering a kind and 

memorable start to my District Governor year. 

I can honestly say that I look forward to meeting with each and every club. 

One of the benefits of being a Lion is working with wonderful people that 

share a desire to make a community better. Being District Governor       

affords me the opportunity to meet the majority of the more than 1,300 Li-

ons in our district – all of whom share that desire. What a privilege that is! 

A word about my visits. I am a firm believer in “your club, your way.” As a 

result, I know that I am a guest at your meeting.  My desire is have your 

members familiar and comfortable with the flow of my visit. No need to get 

artificially formal! My goal is to have a conversation, learn about your club 

– and learn how the district can better support your efforts to strengthen 

your club. I won’t be giving a long presentation. My remarks will be brief 

because I’d rather hear and learn from you. 

I want to thank all that braved a cool and breezy August morning to      

attend our first Cabinet meeting. It was an emotional morning for me. I 

am very appreciative of the support I personally received – and even more 

appreciative of the close to $700 in lunch donations that benefitted The    

Family Justice Center. Your generosity is just another reminder of how 

special you are. 

September will be a busy month for me – and I’m sure a busy month for 

you. Summer is beginning to draw to a close and a host of fall fundraisers 

are being planned as I write this. I will let you know that I have not had a 

pancake in a long while. I think that is about to change. 

I look forward to seeing many of you soon. 

Yours in Lionism, 

DG Sharon 
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District 20-N 

Ray Wheeler Humanitarian Fund 

The purpose of the District 20-N Ray Wheeler Humanitarian Fund (RWHF) is to    

assist District 20-N Lions Clubs with a monetary grant for humanitarian service   

projects within District 20-N. 

Applications and information regarding the RWHF can be found on the District 20N 

website www.20nLions.org. Questions regarding this fund and the  application can be 

answered by Co-Chairpersons PDG’s Nancy or Jim Luckman.  Contact info is: 

Home Phone: 716-778-7117 

Nancy’s Cell:        716-638-1133          Jim’s Cell  716-628-0896 

Nancy’s  E-mail: lionnanc@verizon.net 

Jim’s E-mail:      sunrise7772@verizion.net  

How can the RWHF assist your Club?  Contact us we’re here to help answer your 

questions. 

 

 

Lions SEE News 

Lions SEE is going great guns in every district in MD20. With over 35000 vision 

screenings performed last year we are looking to expand this valuable program. 

There are 3 major components to the program. Perform the screening, report the 

screening results to www.lionsseeny.org and follow up to ensure the child actually 

saw an eye doctor.  

I want to thank all of the clubs and Lions who participate in vision screening.     

Saving a child’s eyesight is at the heart of what it means to be a Lion. I encourage 

every Lion to contact your Lions SEE representative and get involved in this essen-

tial and rewarding program. 

SAVE THE DATE January 20, 2018.  Lions SEE training will be offered in Queens 

NY. 

PDG Mike Lawkowski                          

Lions SEE President  
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ID AND DG 

PCC KEN  AWARD FROM ID & DG 

PDGS 
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20-N District Directory Errata: 

• Pages 10, 23, and 88: RC Gary Wells – new phone number is 397-6762. 

Please delete others in the directory. 

· Pages 16 and 88: PCS Tom Witkowski – new phone number is 909-1862. 

Please delete others in the directory. 

· Page 75: Please change the deadline for submission of 100% Secretary 

Award paperwork to July 31, 2018 

For addi1onal changes, please contact CS Lion Rick Ba4aglia 

at rickb20n@gmail.com 

Attention Club Treasurers - 990: It’s more than a way to get to Lockport! 

It’s that time of year for Lions 
Clubs whose fiscal year 
ends June 30th – time to sub-
mit the club’s 990 infor-
mation to the Internal 
Revenue Service. 

As 501(c)(4) tax exempt organ-
izations, Lions Clubs 
are required to report an-
nually to the IRS. Lack of 
reporting risks fines and loss 
of tax exempt status. The over-
whelming majority of clubs 
meet the criteria to simply re-
port online through the 990-N 
“e-postcard”. It is quick, sim-
ple, and important to do. 

For clubs with a June 30th year 
end, the filing deadline 
is November 15, but why wait? 

If any Treasurer (or other club 
member) has questions about 

990s and the timing and process for filing information with the IRS, please do not hesi-
tate to reach out to CT Lion Jim Luckman (sunrise7772@verizon.net  or 778-7117) or 
CS Lion Rick Battaglia (rickb20n@gmail.com or 536-9126). We are always happy to 
help. 

· CT Jim and CS Rick 
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JOURNEY FOR SIGHT: FURTHER PERSPECTIVE FROM PDG JAMES 

The August newsle4er contained an ar1cle that focused on the previous successes of Journey for 

Sight, as well as a bit of its history. Subsequently, PDG James Jozwiak reached out to provide further 

informa1on. 

The first Interna1onal Journey for Sight was held on May13, 1989 - spearheaded by then DG James P. 

Jozwiak and his good friend, DG Doug Detenbeck of District A-2, Canada. 

The route started at the Blind Associa1on on Main Street in Buffalo and was led by Buffalo Mayor 

Jimmy Griffin.  It was joined by hundreds of Lions and friends. Along the route through Buffalo and 

across the Peace Bridge, local television news staff documented the journey. Apparently bikers that 

had travelled from Toronto also met the group in Fort Erie. Congratulatory notes were received from 

President Bush, VP Quayle, Secretary of Housing (and former Buffalo Bill) Jack Kemp, and former 

President (and Lion) Jimmy Carter. 

In addi1on to providing added and clarifying informa1on, PDG James wanted to personally thank the 

many Lions that con1nued the Journey for Sight for a number of years. As he stated in his note to DG 

Sharon, “We thank all who have made it possible with their 1me and dona1ons to make it an 

achievement to be proud in the history of our great District!” 

Thank you, PDG James, for bringing further detail to light – and for your vision that resulted in the 

first Interna1onal Journey for Sight in 20-N. You are quite right – 20-N is a great District! 

.        
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The ORCHARD PARK LIONS CLUB recently awarded five annual scholarships to deserving 
students from the Orchard Park community. 

The club awards three scholarships of $600.00 per year for students seeking four year 
degrees, as well as a $600.00 per year scholarship for one student seeking a two year 
vocational degree. 

In addition to these four scholarships, the Orchard Park Lions Club also awards a       
special $1000.00 scholarship donated by the Brown family in memory of the Orchard Park 
Lions Club's member Lion Rex Brown. 

Morgan Beres is receiving her Rex Brown 
Memorial Scholarship of $1000.  She plans 
on attending UB for Pharmacy: 

From left to right front row:  Megan Couell, 
Rachel Field and Madelyn Jensen.  Megan 
plans on attending D'Youville for Nursing, 
Rachel Field will pursue an Engineering    
degree.  Madelyn Jensen will attend Villa Maria College for Business Administration. 
Each will receive $600 per year for their four year degree. From left to right rear 
row: Orchard Park Lion  members John Bernard, Jeff Somerville and Gerard Cappelli. 

 

. 

OLEAN LIONS CLUB PRESENT JAMES DRISCOLL MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS 
  

3 scholarships were presented on Thurs. 
June 15, 2017 at the St. Bonaventure Club-
house Restaurant.  The scholarships are 
given each year in memory of Lion James 
Driscoll, who had been a Lion for over 35 
yrs.  Each scholarship was for $500.  
 
Pictured from left to right are:  Leo Gillian 
Williams; Lion Pres. Chuck Talbot; Leo 
Pres. Kiley Kinney and Leo Garrett Martin. 
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:PENDLETON LIONS SUMMER REPORT 

In June we held our Installation Dinner with PDG Bob Shively performing the ceremony. Lion Brent 
Moyer was awarded the Uplinger Award. He recruited a host of roofing volunteers for a shelter rehab project 
we did in April in Pendleton Town Park . This shelter was dedicated July 15 to one of our Founding Pend-
leton Lions, Robert Kramer. He was a long time Town Councilman, started the Town Recreation Program, 

is a regular volunteer at The Pendleton Food Pantry and helped found the Pendleton 
Lions Club. He never stops.  

(Legislator Toni Nemi, Lion DG Sharon Battaglia, Pendleton Lion 
President Ken Smith, 1

st
 Vice DG Jeff Jarvis, Pendleton Town 

Supervisor Joel Martin and Lion Robert Kramer the Honoree) 

We put on our 48th Annual Fishing Derby June 10 for the children 
of Pendleton. It’s a fun morning of fishing followed by a free 
hotdog lunch and every child wins a prize. Over 100 children and 
their families participate every year. In July we built two ramps in 
two weeks for citizens that were having problems getting in and 
out of their homes.   

(Lions Ken Smith, Joe Biondo, Rich Niezgoda)  

            (Lions Brent Moyer, JimDio, Marty Ciccatello, Brian Mau) 

We also bought a pair of glasses for a young Starpoint student who needed special 
lenses and frames. Some of our Lions assisted with the Picnic for the Blind, put on by 

the Wheatfield Lions, in conjunction with donating to the beverages.  

 

 

. 

COMING SOON! 

The Brandel-Murphy Youth Foundation is happy to announce its Super Bowl LII raffle will 

be starting in October with some lucky duck winning a complete Super Bowl package valued at 

over $11,000, or one (who knows, maybe more than one) of eleven cash prizes totaling $5,500.  

See flier elsewhere in this issue of our district newsletter for more info. 

Your club president has a received a letter requesting your club make an annual donation to 

the foundation in order to provide matching grants up to $2,000 to fund a child-related project 

you definitely could use the extra money for.  By selling the tickets, additional funding for 

more projects will then be realized.  In our district, eleven matching grants totaling over 

$18,000 have helped make a better world for over 4,300 children.  Because of the outstanding, 

and record breaking, support of the clubs of our noteworthy district, we have received addition-

al funds because of our efforts.  You can take that to the bank any day of the week! 

So be on the lookout for tickets to arrive mid-October.  If you would like to reserve additional 

tickets now or know someone who would just love a chance at going to Super Bowl LII, please 

give me a call at 909-1862 or an email at liontom20n@roadrunner.com.  If you would like some 

help in applying for a grant, I can help also.  I have some nifty suggestions you can use to sell 

tickets or have you reach a successful grant request.  All ya gotta do is ask! 

Wishing you much success,      Lion Tom Witkowski          BMYF District 20N Coordinator 
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Greetings from Lions Camp Badger! 

As we head into fall, I’d like to quickly recap another wonderful summer here at LCB.  I can’t believe it’s al-
ready over, but we sure did have a blast!  We served 52 campers this year over two sessions throughout the 
month of July.  For most of the campers, two weeks is just the right amount of time, but for some it’s not 
enough, with some even asking if they could come live here!  We had lots of vocational learning, crafting, 
games, outdoor sports, and of course, pool time.  Several fun programs were brought in like Moreland the Ma-
gician, Yoga, an Ice-cream truck and a Dance instructor. The DEC, Tri-County Bowhunters and local EMS and 
Fire Department did hands-on demonstrations for the campers. We even had our own resident ventriloquist on 
hand:  The Edmeister Show!  To watch some great videos of our summer, go to our website at 
www.lionscb.org, as there are two videos posted on our home page.  You can also find the videos on 

YouTube as well as our Facebook page!  Just search Lions Camp Badger.   

 

Figure 1-The Edmeister Show w/Camper Eddie 

On July 30th, Lions Camp Badger hosted our annual Lions Appreciation Day.  About 130 people, including the 
2017-2018 Council of Governors and Lions from around the state, were in attendance for the ribbon cut-
ting/dedication of the new MD20 Storage Facility located here at the camp, special presentations, a quick pro-
gram about Summer Camp, and of course, our chicken barbecue luncheon.  PID John and Lion Bernadette 
Rabideau were presented with an Uplinger Award by the Lions Camp Badger Board of Directors for their years 

of service and commitment to the camp.  Thank you John and Bernie!     

                                                                     

Figure 2-Camp Director Pat Gillule and CounselorAdam Park       PDG Rena Haigh, Lion Bernie and PID John Rabideau 

And let’s not forget that our Annual Super Raffle drawing was held that day!  Congratulations to the following 

winners: 

Bolivar Lions Club; Oneonta Lions Club; Sherburne Lions Club; Walworth Lions Club, Wellsville Lions Club; 
PCC Andy U.-Jericho Brookville Lions; Lion Ben A.- Staten Island Royal Lions; Lion Don S.- Broadalbin Perth 

Lions; Lion Gustavo S.- NY Impacto Lions; Lion Larry E.- Rushville Lions. 

If you are reading this before September 8th, our Annual Lions Camp Badger Golf Classic will be held on that 
date at the Bristol Harbor Golf Club in Canandaigua, NY.  Download a registration form on our website, 

www.lionscb.org or call PCC Gary Brown at 315-486-8195 or email: browngus46@gmail.com.  
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DG Sharon’s busy first few weeks. Thanks for the many invita1ons, warm welcomes, and Lions fellowship! 

 #1 Helping out at the Dunkirk-Fredonia Lions food booth 

#2 With the MD-20 Council of Governors at the ribbon-cuMng for the new MD-20 Alert Building, located at 

Camp Badger 

#3 Youngstown Lions Club clambake, as part of the Jack Bea4y Hospice Cruise fundraising event 

#4 With Mary Travers Murphy and Jaclyn Strycharz of the Family Jus1ce Center, presen1ng dona1ons 

raised at the 20-N Cabinet Mee1ng 

#5 AOer a wonderful meal and great conversa1on at the Gowanda Lions Club summer picnic 

#6 First club visit with the Mayville Chautauqua Lions Club 

#7 Carving beef at the Cheektowaga Lions Club Annual Beef Roast 

#8 Congratula1ng a winning driver at the Barker Lions Club’s Night at the Races at Ransomville Speedway 
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At a Luncheon Meeting of the LIONS CLUB OF KENMORE, held 
August 1, 2017at the Grill at the Dome on Brighton Road in the 
Town of Tonawanda, Lion Donald A. Kossuth, Scholarship 
Chairman, presented a $1,000.00 check to Caitlin Tra-
cy,daughter of Sean and Elizabeth Tracy  of Tonawanda as the 
winner of the club’s Twenty-seventh Annual    Scholarship Es-
say Contest. Caitlin is a 2017 graduate of Sacred Heart Acade-
my and will attend SUNY at Geneseo. Others receiving 
$1,000.00 checks were prior winners Rachel Adel, a rising sen-
ior at SUNY Geneseo planning a career in Social Studies Edu-
cation, and Michael Sindoni, a rising Sophomore at Canisius 
College, planning a career in neurobiology research. 
The scholarships are funded by generous contributions to the Kenmore Lions Memorial Fund from civ-
ic-minded members of the Ken-Ton community. Contact Lion Donald A. Kossuth at 873-6792 for further 
information. In photo: Michael Sindoni, Scholarship Chair  Lion Don Kossuth, Caitlin Tracy and Rachael 

Adel 

Lion Joseph Argenio, Chairman of the KENMORE LIONS Annual 
Peace Poster Contest, presented a check in the amount of $300.00 
to Adrian Aponte, a student at the Charter School for Applied Tech-
nology, in recognition of his winning first place in the New York State 
and Bermuda Lions Peace Poster   competition. Adrian and family 
members were guests of the Kenmore Lions at a luncheon meeting 
on August 1, 2017 at the Grill at the Dome in the Town of To-
nawanda. 

 

 

      

At the WEST SENECA LIONS 

CLUB Celebrate Summer event 
of July 27th, the club was hon-
ored by Erie County Legislator 
Joe Lorigo and the Erie county 
Legislature on our 65th anniver-
sary year. Also Lions Interna-
tional was honored for  their  
100th  anniversary. A special 
proclamation was given to Lion 

President Michael Yost. 

      

. 
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  The KENMORE LIONS hosted their annual Picnic for our Sight-Inpaired Friends on August 15, 2017 at the 
Fireman's Pavilion in Kenmore. Good food and good fellowship was enjoyed by all.  

 

Get Ready to Lead (and have fun): MD-20 Lions Leadership Ins'tute 

Contribu1ng to mee1ng the needs of a community is fulfilling for all Lions. It is what we do: We Serve. 

Playing a leadership role in those efforts is fulfilling, too. We need more Lions leaders so that we can 

enhance our service efforts further – and District 20-N and MD-20 are commi4ed to iden1fying and 

training leaders to assure their success. 

What do you an1cipate when you hear someone talk about leadership training? Probably boring     

classroom lectures and stuffy discussions. Believe me, it doesn’t have to be that way. The MD-20 Lions 

Leadership Ins1tute is designed to be fun, highly interac1ve, fun, prac1cal, fun, informa1ve, and did I 

say fun? 

Lions are oOen hesitant to a4end Lions leadership training because they are sure it is a ploy to get 

them to agree to become District Governor. Be honest: that’s what you are thinking, right? I want to 

remind you that we are all leaders in our community – and that we have leadership needs at the club 

level, at the commi4ee and ini1a1ve level, and beyond our lives as Lions. The MD-20 training             

experience will prepare you for all. It is valuable for every Lion – for those that have no interest in     

becoming District Governor and for those that do. 

This year’s training will be held at the Doubletree Hotel in Binghamton from Thursday October 26 

through Saturday October 28. The cost of “tui1on” (which includes hotel, meals, materials, and train-

ing) has been lowered to $350 this year – and the good news is that most, if not all of that cost will be 

reimbursed. 

If you have an interest in learning more, please reach out to Lion Rick Ba4aglia (rickb20n@gmail.com or 

536-9126). He will be happy to tell you more, put you in touch with those that have previously     

a4ended, supply you an applica1on – and be sure you know that it is valuable and fun!  
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Top 9 Foods to Be Avoided by Diabe'c Pa'ents (recommended by online journal Diabe'cs WEEKLY)  

1. White Bread:  refined starch (“white” carbohydrate) high glycemic level causes increase blood sugar levels; 

subs1tute with wheat or other “dark” bread. 

2. Whole Milk:  saturated fats increase insulin resistance;  also increases level of LDL or “bad” cholesterol 

which increases the risk of heart diseases; subs1tute with 2% milk. 

3. White Rice:  high load of low quality carbohydrates and lacks fiber; quickly causes blood sugar to in-

crease;  chose brown rice. 

4. Potatoes:  loaded with starch built of long glucose chains easily broken down rapidly enter bloodstream, 

and leads to a spike in blood sugar. 

5. Fruit Juice:  loaded with rapidly absorbed sugar; shown to increase the risk of type 2 diabetes. 

6. Raisins:  rich in fiber, vitamins and an1oxidants, BUT they cause a sudden spike in blood sugar; i.e., danger-

ous for diabe1cs. 

7. French fries: (Greasy, delicious, and tasty!) BUT have the disadvantages of potatoes, AND  are deep fried.  

AVOID fried foods; they lead to obesity! 

8. SoP drinks and energy drink:  Contain huge amounts of sugar; avoid at all costs. Drink water instead. 

9. FaRy cuts of meat:  loaded with saturated fat that increases the risk of heart disease and obesity. Eat lean 

cuts of meat or white meat instead. 

RESPECTING THE PAST: BUFFALO EYE-BANK AND RESEARCH SOCIETY 

An excerpt of an article published in the Buffalo News November 3, 1993 

LIONS CLUB EYE-BANK, TRANSPLANT AGENCY MERGE 

 The Buffalo Lions Club is merging its eye bank into a new, comprehensive transplant 

agency in a effort to encourage more people to donate body organs. 

 The Buffalo Eye-Bank and Research Society, founded by the Lions in 1945, has closed its 

doors at 2550 Main St. and moved in with Upstate New York Transplant Services at 1093 

Delaware Ave. "The thing we hope to gain by the merger is better community awareness 

by joining the work of both organizations," Roger Haase, former Eye-Bank president, said 

Wednesday. 

 Haase now will serve on the board of the expanded agency, which will retain the name 

Upstate New York Transplant. The plan calls for enrolling the members of the 60 Lions 

Clubs in Western New York in a bigger effort to promote donations of all types of body 

parts.  

 The Eye-Bank served as a non-profit clearinghouse for people in need of corneal trans-

plants and people willing to donate their eyes or those of a family member at the time of 

death. 
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SEPT.   

9/2 Tonawanda Lions Hot Dog Sale                    Info: Lion Bob 692-2038 

9/12 Kenmore Lions Chicken BBQ – Take Out Only       Info: Lion Joe 835-8530 

9/18 Pendleton Lions Fall Golf Classic           Info: Lion Dave Bratek  861-7162 

9/21 USA/CANADA Forum – Portland, Oregon        Info: lionsforum.org 

9/23 Evans Township “It’s Magic of Course”       Info: Call 549-7368 

    
OCT   
All  Tonawanda Lions Club “Chase The Chill”  Kids hat/scarf/gloves drive Info: Lion Mary  

696-0624 

   

NOV   
11/4 2nd.Cabinet Meeting – Sub-District Conference 

All  Tonawanda Lions “Chase The Chill”  Kids hat/scarf/gloves clothing drive Info: Lion 

Mary  696-0624 

11/28 

thru 
Town of Hamburg Lions Club “Tip Off Basketball Tournament”  Info: Lion Jim Baker 

826-1922 



DISTRICT  20N L IONS NEWSLETTER 

 

We’re On The Web! 

DNLN 

3505 WILSON CAMBRIA RD. 

WILSON, NY 14172 

EDITOR:  A. DIANE MUSCOREIL 

DNLN PUBLISHING DEADLINE IS THE 24TH OF EACH MONTH  

SEND TO DMUSCOREIL@GMAIL.COM 


