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 November 2017 

Wow! This year is going so fast. I can’t believe that it’s November already. There is so 

much more that I would like to accomplish this year but I will need your help. If you 

are proud to be a Lion and want to see us grow by helping us start a new club or two, 

please let me know. 

So far I have had the pleasure, and I do mean pleasure, of visi"ng 23 of our clubs. 

Sadly, we will be losing a couple of clubs soon. The district has many resources to 

help clubs face challenging "mes. Don’t wait to reach out a&er it is too late. If you 

feel that your club or a nearby club is struggling or could use a boost, please reach 

out to me or our Global Membership Team coordinator, Tom Witkowski, for help. 

During my club visits I have been welcomed with such warmth. I am learning a lot 

about the different clubs, their service projects and fundraisers. Please share your 

ideas with other clubs. A&er all, we are working towards the same goals: assis"ng 

those in need and be.ering our communi"es. 

Congratula"ons to the graduates of the MD-20 Leadership Ins"tute. This year our 

district had 5 members a.end. The training is not just for those wishing to become 

District Governor. It’s for anyone wishing to learn more about leadership while hav-

ing fun doing it. Applica"ons for next year’s training will be available a&er February 

2018, but don’t wait un"l then to let us know of your interest. Reach out to CS Lion 

Rick Ba.aglia and let him know. 

As I have driven to many of the clubs, I have had "me to reflect on the daily happen-

ings in the world. This past week a not-so-famous-in-the-U.S. musician (but one be-

loved in Canada) passed away from a brain tumor. He was diagnosed in December 

2015. This man spent the last years of his life helping people he will never know - 

people that will never know him, but they will treasure his legacy. This reminded me 

of our Lions Clubs and why we become Lions. We help others we likely will never 

know – and we do so because it is the right thing to do. 

As Thanksgiving approaches be thankful for your friends, family and health. Share 

your holiday with others.  Help make this world a be.er place to live and work. Be 

kind to everyone…because kindness does ma�er. 

I look forward to seeing many of you at the November 4 Cabinet Mee"ng. Un"l then, 

yours in Lionism, 

DG Sharon 
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Respect the Past 

Lions Clubs' Decision to Accept Female Members 

It is hard to believe that Lions Clubs existed for 70 years as a male-only organiza"on. It wasn’t un"l 1987 that women were accept-

ed as full members. PID Dr. Jack Weber (of MD-20), a Lion for over 65 years, has characterized it as the most important, most im-

pacFul decision ever made by Lions Clubs. 

We’ve come a long way, yet we s"ll have some distance to make up. Males s"ll make up a majority of members – with LCI explicit-

ly outlining a goal of con"nuing to increase female membership percentages. A good sign in 20-N: women are increasingly taking 

on leadership roles - with 2 of our last 3 District Governors being female. 

Below is an excerpt from the July 5, 1987 edi"on of the LA Times marking the occasion of this turning point (for the be.er) in Li-

ons history. 

Lions Club Interna�onal Ends Ban on Women 

TAIPEI, Taiwan — The Lions Club Interna"onal voted overwhelmingly Saturday to li& immediately its 70-year-old ban on female 

members. 

"The presence of women should add new life and vitality to Lions Club Interna"onal," said the service organiza"on's president, 

Brian Stevenson, of Calgary, Canada. "The problems of the world are too serious to limit their solu"on to only half of our popula-

"on." 

Women had been barred from the Lions Club since its forma"on by a Chicago business group in 1917. Officials said women were 

kept out because so few were in business when the organiza"on began. 

Shaping the Future: Meghan Knuth – President, Canisius College Lions 

How long have you been a member of the Canisius College Lions Club? 

This is my second year as a member of the Lions Club.  

What a�racted you to join a club with a community service focus? 

A few of my friends were in the club last year and informed me about what they do with the club. I 

was immediately interested and thought this would be a great way to give back to the community in 

various ways.  

What has been your proudest community service moment with the club? 

I am the most proud of the fundraiser that one of my co-members, Nadia Vazquez, and I organized. 

The event raised over $500 from dona"ons from college students and all proceeds were generously donated to Syrian refugees. 

This was my favorite event thus far because it was the first community service ac"vity that I was a part of directly and felt that I 

le& an impact on.  

Why did you decide to become a leader within the club - to become President of the club? 

I became a leader of this club because it was something that I cared about and felt that I could carry on and improve.  

What has been the most challenging aspect of being President? 

The most difficult aspect of being the president of the club this has been making "me for it amongst my school work, jobs and 

internship.  

As you look toward gradua"on, what do you want to carry with you from your experience with the Canisius College Lions Club? 

When I graduate, I hope to con"nue being a part of this club, I think the leadership skills I have gained while being president will 

definitely help me in the future.  
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ID AND DG 

PCC KEN  AWARD FROM ID & DG 

PDGS 

 

BRANDEL-MURPHY YOUTH FOUNDATION 

P.O. BOX 913 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 

DISTRICT 20N REPORT 

11/4/17 

The Brandel-Murphy Youth Foundation began at the end of PIP Al Brandel’s term as Lions International President 
in 2009. He and his wife, Lion Dr. Maureen Murphy, offered “to provide assistance to children in need, throughout 
the state of New York and the country of Bermuda, through partnerships with Lions and other organizations, by 
supporting programs that will improve the lives of those served.”  The foundation awarded its first twelve grants in 
2011.  Since then, 81 grants, valued at over $142,000, have been approved, benefitting over 83,000 children 
across New York State and Bermuda.  To date, twelve grants, totaling over $20,000, have been received in our 
district by ten clubs, second highest in the state, showing the commitment by District 20N Lions to make life better 
for over 4,400 of our young citizens.  Currently, foundation funding is obtained through Lions clubs donations and 
the foundation’s annual Super Bowl Raffle with work underway to expand the reach of the foundation and to grow 
in the ability to increase funding when and where needed. 

Q: How can our club, or I as an individual, help? 

A: An individual can make a tax-deductible donation to the foundation at the address above.  Your club presi-
dent has received six raffle tickets. They can be sold individually for $20 each, or all six for $100. Once 
they are sold, your club can request additional tickets. Your club can also make a minimum donation of 
$100 to the foundation annually, and put it in your annual charities budget. 

Q: Can I advertise the raffle tickets? 

A: A resounding yes! Let potential buyers know through social media, newspapers, bulletins, etc.  Let venues, 
such as sports bars, know of the raffle and its purpose.  Ask them for their help in a project you may be 
applying for. Let them know of a project in their area that has benefitted from a foundation grant. 

Q: What if I, or my club, wins the Super Bowl package but can’t go? 

A: There are multiple sources online where the package can be sold: eBay being one, social media another.  
Simply notify the foundation if this occurs so proper arrangements can be made.  Currently, there is no 
cash equivalent available.  However, there are ten cash prizes available, ranging from $250 to $2,000!  
Good luck!  And who couldn’t use cash!  

Q: Is emergency funding available? 

A: Yes!  If a district qualifies for receiving emergency funding from Lions International, the foundation will au-
tomatically grant $2,500 to help in relief efforts. 

Q: How may I leave a legacy to the foundation? 

A: There are several ways.  Make a monthly commitment to the foundation by setting up a fund transfer from 
your bank to the foundation; 100% of your donation goes to help children.  You can donate all or part of 
your annual IRA minimum required distribution (MRD) to the foundation.  There are tax advantages, but it 
is best to seek the advice of your tax advisor before doing so. Another way is to remember the foundation 
in your will. Please consult with your attorney before doing so. 

Q: Who do I contact for more information or for more tickets? 

A: Lion Tom Witkowski is our district’s coordinator.  He can be reached at 716-909-1862, email at 
liontom20n@roadrunner.com, snail mail to 57 Fieldstone Drive, Grand Island, NY 14072-1105.  The foun-
dation’s website and application source is at www.brandelmurphyfoundation.org.  Lion Tom also has tips 
on selling tickets and making a successful application.  Let’s make a difference today! 

 

Lions: We Serve…making a difference…every day…everywhere!  


