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Frontier Impact Group is excited to announce the international and Australian speakers for the upcoming Biochar
Leadership Roundtable. Biochar is considered a “game changer” in California and this roundtable seeks to leverage
the extensive international trials and research, enabling participants to capitalise on the extensive knowledge and
expertise that has been developed. The California Governor’s Office of Planning and Research see biochar as a
solution to many key environmental challenges. They will share the Californian legislative changes in relation to
biochar and the lessons learnt from the change process, in addition to the impact on biochar projects that are
currently underway.

OBJECTIVES OF ROUNDTABLE

- Increase awareness of the benefits and significance that biochar has to solve many of our
immediate and ongoing problems here in Australia; and
- Discussing the key learnings that may be most relevant for Australia in order for us to leverage the
economic, environmental and social successes of California.

KEY APPLICATIONS OF BIOCHAR

- Market Opportunities: Building (cement & bitumen), Agriculture and others

- R&D: Graphene (energy storage and batteries, 3D printing and moulding)
- Environmental: Reducing Algae Bloom, Water Conservation/Quality, Contaminate Extraction, Mine Site Rehabilitation

WHAT'S COVERED
Introduction

Key challenges in biochar

KEY SPEAKERS
Jennifer Lauber Patterson

Managing Director, Frontier Impact Group

Scott Morgan

Background from California
Policy development and lessons learnt
Why biochar?

Director of the State Clearinghouse and Deputy Director of
Administration for the California Governor’s Office of Planning and
Research

Research & Studies

Biochar Policy Advisor, Californian Governance Office of Planning
and Research

Key opportunities
Potential new sectors
Where to now?

Michael Maguire
Ian Smith

Technology & Forestry Director, Frontier Impact Group

Everett Hale

REEP Development, Frontier Impact Group Associate, USA

KEY CONTACTS
Jennifer Lauber Patterson
jennifer@frontierimpact.com.au

Ian Smith

ian@frontierimpact.com.au

SPONSOR: FRONTIER IMPACT GROUP
Frontier Impact Group provides project development, financing, advisory and capital raising expertise to
support new technologies or businesses in achieving positive environmental and social outcomes. Frontier
Impact Group’s current activities include activities in the following areas:
Renewable electricity (solar PV, biodigestion, pyrolysis)
Renewable fuels
Biochar
Vertical farming systems (fodder and micro-greens)
Regenerative agriculture and carbon
Plastics to diesel

Frontier Impact Group has recently completed
a 3 year community energy toolkit project
sponsored by ARENA. Resources from this
guide can be accessed via
www.frontierimpact.com.au/resources.
Look for the latest paper on “capacity building
in the community energy sector” which will be
released on our website soon.

SPEAKERS
SCOTT MORGAN - CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF PLANNING AND RESEARCH
Scott Morgan is the Director of the State Clearinghouse and Deputy Director of Administration for the California
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR). He has 21 years of experience related to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), National Environmental Protection Act, California planning and land-use laws
and environmental regulations.
Scott sits on a variety of state agency working groups and technical advisory committees. Scott manages the
office’s efforts to research and commercialize the use of biochar in California. Scott works with the Governor’s
Office of Business and Economic Development (GOBiz) on a variety of advanced manufacturing, electric vehicle,
biochar and cybersecurity projects. Scott manages the day to day operations of the office as well as several
special projects including CENSUS 2020, California Jobs Initiative, Tribal Consultation, Military Affairs, Higher
Education Eligibility Study, development of a new CEQA database and several Federal Grant projects
MICHAEL MAGUIRE - CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF PLANNING AND RESEARCH
Michael is a Research Assistant and biochar Policy Advisor with the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research
(OPR), where he manages the State’s biochar Research and Market Development Initiative. Since June of 2015,
Michael has been at OPR where he launched a biochar research and policy development initiative to guide
environmental stewardship efforts using biochar production as an alternative waste stream management practice
for forest tree mortality and agricultural waste biomass.
Through these efforts, OPR has built a coalition of state and federal agencies that are actively participating in a
coordinated effort to evaluate the potential for biochar’s use to address several of California’s most challenging
environmental concerns (climate change, drought, and severe forest tree mortality).
Under OPR’s leadership, the State of California developed the first legally recognized definition of biochar in the
United States via Assembly Bill 2511 (2015-2016 legislative session), which now provides the authority for the
California Department of Food and Agriculture to regulate biochar products in California. This group has more
recently focused on implementing market development initiatives in order to generate greater market confidence in biochar products.

EVERETT HALE – REEP Development LLC (Associate, Frontier Impact Group, USA)
Mr. Hale has 25 years’ experience in Engineering, Project Development, Technology Integration, and Technology
Commercialization. He cofounded REEEP development LLC in 2011 with the vision of identifying and vetting
commercially viable technologies to serve humanitarian needs, solve environmental problems and produce
profitable revenue for both our investors and the company. REEP is focused on four key areas (1) renewable fuel
production, (2) electrical power generation, (3) food production, (4) water purification
REEP has strategic relationships with independent associates who are qualified in their own fields as chemical,
electrical, mechanical, construction engineers, or have developed practical experience in farming, harvesting,
shredding, drying, and feedstock conversion of biomass to diesel and electricity. These parties provide seasoned
expertise for the development and implementation of specific projects.
JENNIFER LAUBER PATTERSON – FRONTIER IMPACT GROUP
Jennifer has a strong track record in establishing and advising environmental and social impact businesses.
Jennifer is a specialist in environmental, carbon and energy markets with 30 years’ experience in the banking and
energy sectors. Jennifer established ANZ Bank’s Electricity, Carbon and Renewable Markets Business and
developed National Australia Bank’s (NAB) Environmental Treasury Solutions business.
Jennifer establish Frontier Impact Group with the objective of being an enabler in the space between project
ideas and getting projects to investment readiness that achieve social and environmental impact. Jennifer
believes there are significant funds that are now available to invest in projects that create social and environment
impact. Jennifer’s experience in domestic and international where she has bene involved in carbon reduction and
renewable energy projects more than 7 countries worldwide in Asia and Africa.
Jennifer is currently a board member of Sustainability Victoria and Chair of the Board of Yarra Energy Foundation
IAN SMITH – FRONTIER IMPACT GROUP
Ian has advised companies worldwide on the technologies and methods in the management of waste streams.
He has hands on experience in land conversion and has designed, developed and implemented highly specialised
land conversion, forestry, agriculture and silviculture machinery, systems and methodologies.
Ian has worked for a number of companies including Oji Paper, US Forest Service, BC Hydro (Canada), SAPPI
South Africa, Selwyn Plantation Board NZ, Landcorp NZ, Timbercorp, Great Southern Forests, SEQEB (now
Energex), Origin Energy, Leighton Holdings, Santos, SIPAM, Indonesia, Ghana, Energy Equipment, Centium
Electric.

