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Campaign to oust the President
at risk of running into the sand

Saan Hilkan Dol Ml

Cioat samding on barbecus
trambonass Earin it old dasdes Jsi:
m:Frcﬂdem%u&uInrdhuliiit
makers sipping nomn cockkails on bead
sile leraces might oot seern the stuff
of a ration in criss. But that i wha
Romanias ruling ccalition, bent on
removing Prasident Basssou in o refer-
endum on Sundsy, would have the
peopk of Europes szcond-poorest
country belisve,

In the new Eurcpean Union stabes,
the transition towards a s=itled coreti-
tational order all foo often descends
into personal fzuds, samethingthat has
affected Rormania, Bogaria and aven
Hu:ﬁ;E.Hr Basesors nenks, the
Social Liberal Union {LISLY came o
porwerin May and bires acoused him of
cverstepping his powers and pushed
for his impéachmert. The Eomanian
parliament voied this month 1o us-
pend him for 30 dayz.

The pmsion m.llj bexlargely condined
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the infighting and the LSL. <oalition
waimies that &5 impeachment at=mpis
may fail o mster the nine milion
wakars — 50 par cent of the el=ctorate
— pexquired bocarry the humied referen-
dum Maobileveticigbovesare being de-
livered to resterants and cafis to
catch belidaymakers

“Thisizs a pantomime, pecple aresick

| Wichor Ponta, the
Prims Minlsksr, haes
anganad Brussds

o it,” =1id Ana Rata ar she s ood ook-
zide e Lirmanu town hall with her
gandd.:uqiu:. Dielia. “Thes= pobiti-
ciae should take their ibilities
5T and work er for the
people nstead of sperding e pullicg
ench other apart. langar this goes
n:-ri,hl:hrm it hecornes for ardinary
fa pension has already besn
reduced und er current cuthacks”

The ELU is becoming incraasingly
waried tat Romania's dernccratic
Emguﬁ since the viclent 1982 revalu-

on iy be at nisk. Victor Ponta, the
Prime Miristar, kbas come in for ok
cism from Bnpses after oorbs an the

of the Congtibtional Cowrtand

e replacement of Senate and House
sp=akars and the Peoples Ombuds-
man in recent weeks. Fyear-old
sccialist leader has alzo tightened his
gnLun state television.

. A5 o resolt, Romania’s attempt 1o
join the GSchengen Area with it
associpbed border privileges may be
dddayed, akhough gs provwisonal EL
stabies shoukd be maintained. To add i
the political bormail, Mr Ponka faces
embarrmsmert over charges that he
plagiarisad his doctoral thesis, and his
ﬁmh:ﬁ.@nm Natme a :flmg

me Minisher, war imprisonsd a
wezksage for corroption.
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Poland set example worth copying

Roger Boyes /)

Commentary )
ha Eumpean Union haz

abe ay=had an mpimtienal
componenl [twanied 1o
wvoil a newwar, and it
aimed bo el the gull

bebreen the p mues northwestol
the continentand the impoverished
southeast.

%a the riileswere bent whon
Croece Ii-u-irmd th guirc. And
Homana and Bulgaria were
admitted bothe EL nol because

anyone truly believed they wereful
ﬂkﬁgﬁddﬂr{xrxiﬁhuﬁmgm "
they szemed 1o be governed ina
responsibleencugh mannerfor
peeopke 1o believe in their continu ing
commitment o relorm,

fmem Brusscls, they werea
wiork in progress. Mow work has

. N

cultare ol palitical decourse The
Eii o an Com miesicen can, and
doe=, shake abg stick and warn of
punshment il thecountries do nol
e Tiesler bow ard=an independent
jud h:.arT arstop the spilkever of
crimina ﬁ:n,p: inta the political
rocess. The credibility of these
esdiomn prafects, thoagh, i kess than
|:-:-|:'|'ir|n:i.n|El:h ST
Theway lerward & regional
preszure and advice fromsuccesdul
naw enlrantssuch asPoland.
¥ictor Ponla, the Remanian
Prime Minister, has crackd
down ceon direcbors 3
investigating the communist

stapped and great s aths af
southemlenn Eunope ssom o ave
Bonzon ayear-long tea break.
When Bucharest amd Sodia sgned
up in 3007, the governme nbs believod
at thay had been rew arded lorgood
behaviour and could now getonwith
the real businesof pow er— the
accumulation of persenal wealth.
Whan llast inte miewed President
Basescu, in a privabevilla because he
m-:l I:-mq:jturl_ndlouL-:hl
e presidentinl paline, H
hie w s coavinoed that he | = =
had baen pushed wide
becausz of his opposition
Io palitical corruption.
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Hiz still thinks the L A st, anid hasshicked

=1me wWay. ' »"'-' .ﬁx a-communels Polind ha
But the L o= e shownthatifyouo

underlying S upithe old pod ice files,

1
problem i that e 18
neither Romania i
nar Balgaria hox b
been ub'Ert::l develop a ﬁ‘
Tralan Basescu has

stressad his opposttion b8
e cornaption =

e corrupl
nebworks fall mvay, al krgic as
they are hm:unlighr.

maniacould dowith o bit
margod i beoposas re: with
oM Ir.'.mltu rency and,
throughoul the wstem, checks
and balances.
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Sunday's rafarandum with placards reading "Down Basesau’”. Tha President Is accused of eiceading hi= powars
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political chacs “The referendum is an
attack by this Government on the
Reomanian people and
terets of demeocragy itsal,)” Presiden
Basescu said. “Theif act imply reflects
their greed for at all aosts, But
nglhl will prevail and come nextwesk |
will be back at Cotroceni Palace deing
what is bestfor my country.”

Mr Poota hit hack, calling his adver-
sary “an inlfici=nt and rothless pres.
dentwhohasgone bepond his constibg-
tlumlpmu_m-:fqpeﬂnh'umt'. )

The chansmatic Mr Basssau, 60, iza
former sa captan and Mayor of B
charest nicdknarned “the Hoidimi of the
Bakans~ He has thwarted many
ambushes by opponenis He was im-

=ached in rridwry through his
irst term it within a manth was+
back inlo office. He swepl the 2008
elections and ismore poplar than the
irterim Presdent, Chn Anlones
whowasappointed bwowesks azo.

What=var the referendum resulk,
people appear to wark 3 rshum to nor.
rrality. The curreniy, the b2, has hit a
record low amid concern overthefund-
irg that Eomania recefves to hedp it o
catch upwith other EUmembers

Ara Rata hopes that the ELl man
will keep ﬂ.""""“t!- The strzet oulsi
s home 1

is Ee ad, but tarmac has
besn promiss
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Protesters in Craiova show their colours before Sunday’s referendum with placards reading “Down Basescu”

Reuters

Sean Hillen Doi Mai
Published at 12:01AM, July 27 2012

Goat sausages sizzling on barbecues, trombones trumpeting old classics at the
Freedom Jazz Festival and holidaymakers sipping rum cocktails on beachside
terraces might not seem the stuff of a nation in crisis. But that is what Romania’s
ruling coalition, bent on removing President Basescu in a referendum on Sunday,

would have the people of Europe’s second-poorest country believe.
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In the new European Union states, the transition towards a settled constitutional
order all too often descends into personal feuds, something that has affected
Romania, Bulgaria and even Hungary. Mr Basescu’s opponents, the Social Liberal
Union (USL), came to power in May and have accused him of overstepping his
powers and pushed for his impeachment. The Romanian parliament voted this
month to suspend him for 30 days.

The passion may be largely confined to a score-settling political class. Ordinary
people are impatient with the infighting and the USL coalition worries that its
impeachment attempts may fail to muster the nine million voters — 50 per cent of
the electorate — required to carry the hurried referendum. Mobile voting boxes are
being delivered to restaurants and cafés to catch holidaymakers.

“This is a pantomime, people are sick of it,” said Ana Rata as she stood outside the
Limanu town hall with her granddaughter, Delia. “These politicians should take
their responsibilities seriously and work together for the people instead of
spending time pulling each other apart. The longer this goes on, the worse it
becomes for ordinary folk. My pension has already been reduced under current
cutbacks.”

The EU is becoming increasingly worried that Romania’s democratic progress
since the violent 1989 revolution may be at risk. Victor Ponta, the Prime Minister,
has come in for criticism from Brussels after curbs on the powers of the
Constitutional Court and the replacement of Senate and House speakers and the
People’s Ombudsman in recent weeks. The 39-year-old socialist leader has also
tightened his grip on state television.

As a result, Romania’s attempt to join the Schengen Area with its associated
border privileges may be delayed, although its provisional EU status should be
maintained. To add to the political turmoil, Mr Ponta faces embarrassment over
charges that he plagiarised his doctoral thesis, and his adviser Adrian Nastase, a
former Prime Minister, was imprisoned a few weeks ago for corruption.

The overall impression is one of political chaos. “The referendum is an attack by
this Government on the Romanian people and on the basic tenets of democracy
itself,” President Basescu said. “Their act simply reflects their greed for power at
all costs. But right will prevail and come next week I will be back at Cotroceni
Palace doing what is best for my country.”

Mr Ponta hit back, calling his rival “an inefficient and ruthless president who has
gone beyond his constitutional powers of appointment”.

The charismatic Mr Basescu, 60, is a former sea captain and Mayor of Bucharest
nicknamed “the Houdini of the Balkans”. He has thwarted many ambushes by
opponents. He was impeached in 2007 midway through his first term but within a
month was voted back into office. He swept the 2009 elections and is more
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popular than the interim president, Crin Antonescu, who was appointed two weeks
ago.

Whatever the referendum result, people appear to want a return to normality. The
currency, the leu, has hit a record low amid concern over the funding that
Romania receives to help it to catch up with other EU members.

Ana Rata hopes that the EU money will keep flowing. The street outside her home
is pebbled, but tarmac has been promised.
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