	Exceptional
	Average/Complete
	Needs Improvement

	General Format & Writing Conventions (15%)

	
	Document follows the template, grammar/spelling errors do not impair meaning; minimum page length is met.
	

	
	Document is coherent. Minimal instances of repetition or fluff.  Clear transitions between ideas and sections.
	

	

	Overview (30%)

	
	Historical context/ historical situation is appropriate and does a fair job “setting the stage” for the primary source. Student’s discussion in this section is well informed by research and objective in nature.  
	

	
	Summary is appropriate in terms of length and specificity. Leaves reader with a good general understanding of the document’s purpose.
	

	
	Biographical information of author matches expectations for the source and informs along relevant lines.
	

	
	
	

	Historical Significance (20%)

	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Student explains their source’s “place” within existing HIST 1301 materials. Student makes clear whether source will be “new”, “in addition to”, or “replacing” existing documentation. Source is appropriate in comparison to existing PS documents in terms of length/complexity. Student’s writing in this section is objective. 
	

	
	
	

	Justification (25%)

	
	Students develop a clear argument to justify their proposed primary source by answering the “why should we care?” question. Students are able to reference modern events that are tied to support their argument. Student’s writing is subjective in nature, but well supported, with logical connections and citations as needed.  
	

	
	
	

	Citation (10%)

	
	Good faith effort made at in-text citations; minimal errors made in creating citations; all information is cited.
	

	
	References page is included and formatted appropriately.
	



