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130th General Assembly Wraps Up 
With A Flurry of Activity 

 
 
The General Assembly returned to Columbus for its post-election session, affectionately referred to as "lame duck."  
High on the priority list for both the House and Senate were bills addressing many topics, including health care, 
education, tax issues, lethal injection, and utility regulation. In a somewhat unexpected move, there was an 
eleventh-hour compromise on redistricting and how the state draws the legislative districts. However, Governor 
John Kasich's agriculture and environmental mid-biennium review legislation (HB 490), which contained provisions 
intended to mitigate algae problems, did not pass the Senate.  It is expected that many of the agriculture and 
environmental issues will be revisited next year.  
 
The General Assembly passed two major tax bills: 
 

• House Bill 5, municipal income tax reform, and  
 

• Senate Bill 243, a sales tax holiday bill that also became the vehicle for numerous miscellaneous tax 
provisions.  

 
HB 5, sponsored by Rep. Cheryl Grossman and Rep. Michael Henne, was finally passed, after years of interested 
party meetings.  HB 5 contains several municipal income tax uniformity provisions and is intended to make Ohio’s 
municipal income tax system less complex for taxpayers and tax practitioners.  Please review ZHF's Salt Buzz to learn 
the details of the final version of H.B. 5.  
 
The “sales tax holiday” bill, SB 243, was championed by Senator Kevin Bacon. The law, as passed, enacts a one-time 
pilot program that creates a three-day period (August 7, 8, and 9) where purchasers are exempt from paying Ohio 
sales and use tax on the purchase of items of clothing whose price is not more than $75 per item, and school 
supplies and instructional materials whose price is not more than $20 per item.  SB 243 also became the vehicle for 
changes to the Financial Institutions Tax.  SB 243 also modified the law regarding the applicability of an Ohio real 
estate tax exemption for certain transferred property for which federal historic preservation tax credits apply.   
 
HB 494 allows boards of county commissioners of two or more counties to enter into a cooperative agreement 
creating a regional transportation improvement project (RTIP).  HB 494 also increases, by 30 “contact periods” 
(essentially a “contact period” is an overnight stay in Ohio) the maximum amount of time in Ohio an individual may 
spend before being presumed to be an Ohio resident for Ohio individual income tax purposes.  The bill also allows 
businesses entitled to a commercial activity tax credit for repaying state research and development loans to apply 
the credit instead against the Ohio income tax.  
 

http://media.wix.com/ugd/448546_3a269935cf7f418ea78664827e3cd0bb.pdf
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There were two highly contentious issues that saw quick action in the waning days of the session; red light cameras 
and lethal injection drugs. SB 342 would require a police officer to be present at red light cameras for tickets to be 
issued.  While not outlawing the cameras directly, it is assumed that local police departments will not be able to 
afford extra officers to staff the cameras.   
 
After a federal judge temporarily halted executions in Ohio earlier this year, the legislature has been working 
towards language that will allow the state to continue executions by use of drugs.  HB 663 will allow the identity of 
the execution drugs and the pharmacies that prepare the drugs to remain confidential for twenty years. Additionally, 
the bill would also keep confidential, forever, the identities of those individuals who assist with executions.  
 
Many contentious issues remain and are expected to be at the forefront of discussions for the 131st General 
Assembly when the legislature convenes in January 2015.   
________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
If you would like to better understand the legislation that passed during the lame duck session, please contact 
Charlotte B. Hickcox, Director of Government Affairs at (614) 349-4819 or chickcox@zhftaxlaw.com or one of the 
other Zaino Hall & Farrin professionals listed below. 
 

Thomas M. Zaino, JD, CPA 
(614) 349-4810 

tzaino@zhftaxlaw.com 

Stephen K. Hall, JD, LLM 
(614) 349-4812 

shall@zhftaxlaw.com 

Debora D. McGraw, JD, LLM, CPA 
(614) 349-4813 

dmcgraw@zhftaxlaw.com 
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