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Executive Summary
Take the Stage is in the pilot stage of developing videos and accompanying
classroom activities to excite students about learning the core academic
curriculum through arts activities like theatre, music, dance and visual arts.
Each Take the Stage video and accompanying arts activity adheres to the
Texas Education Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and is designed for teachers to
easily use within the span of one class period. They are designed for both
English-speaking and Spanish-speaking students.
This study measures the efficacy of Take the Stage strategies to increase
student comprehension of different subject matters in the elementary
grades, both in English-speaking classrooms as well as Spanish-speaking
classrooms. This study also gathers information on whether the students
enjoyed participating in the Take the Stage educational activity.
The most notable finding from the study is when the pre- and post-test data
were scored and tallied across all questions for all classrooms (both English
and Spanish). The percentages below represent the number of questions that
were correctly answered across all participants for all questions both prior to
and after watching the video and doing the activity in the classroom.

Pre-Test

Post-Test

Net Gain

Kindergarten

62%

69%

7%

First Grade

67%

85%

18%

Second Grade

77%

82%

5%

Fourth Grade

54%

65%

11%

Fifth Grade

64%

76%

12%

*Note: Third grade classrooms were not combined because the English and Spanish
tests were very different from each other.

The results indicate that Take the Stage provides students with a unique and,
perhaps, more engaging way of learning academically appropriate material
designed at each grade level.
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Background Information
Gordon Education created in-class videos to teach age-appropriate
lessons using an arts curriculum. There were videos for kindergarten
through fifth graders aligned with the TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge
and Skills) for each particular grade. Videos were made in both English
and Spanish. (See appendix for the TEKS used for each video.) The
following is a brief synopsis of each video:
Kindergarten - Language Arts and Reading:
Students learn prepositions (on, under, next to, over and around)
through a mariachi song and dance.
First Grade - Social Studies:
Students learn the major achievements of George Washington,
Eleanor Roosevelt, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Dolores Huerta
through acting out each of the historical people.
Second Grade - Science:
Students learn the properties of the states of matter (solid, liquid
and gas) through a song and dance.
Third Grade - Language Arts and Reading:
Students learn how to identify important clues in a narrative
through physically acting out the clues.
Fourth Grade - Language Arts and Reading:
Students learn the how to write an expository essay (opinion,
reason and evidence) through creating a comic strip.
Fifth Grade - Science:
Students learn to identify the differences between structure and
function in living organisms through drawing an imaginary animal
that can survive in a specific environment.
Four schools in the Houston Independent School District (HISD) were
recruited for this study: two schools with English-speaking classrooms
(Browning and Scarborough) and two schools with Spanish-speaking
classrooms (Rucker and Sherman).
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Method
METHOD
One class in each grade in each of the schools participated in this initial
phase of content development research assessing both the learning
potential and appeal of Take the Stage in the Classroom. That netted a
total of two classrooms in English and two classrooms in Spanish per
grade for each of the videos created for a total of 24 classrooms.
Three researchers, two of whom were doctoral students at the
University of Houston and one who works in public media, were trained
to conduct the in-classroom visits. They were all trained by Allison
Caplovitz, a Ph.D. evaluation and research expert with over 20 years
experience conducting this type of research.
All students were pre-tested, videotaped watching the video and doing
the arts activity, and then post-tested. Following the post-test, a small
sample of the students were videotaped while they were interviewed by
the researcher.
MEASURES
Measure development entails creating the questions that all
participants (or a sub-sample of participants) will answer. The
measures used in this study include:
1)
2)
3)
4)

Pre-test
Post-test
Student interview protocol
Teacher survey

Pre-Test and Post-Test
The pre- and post-test measures were designed to be able to
answer the Student Learning research questions posed on the
following pages. They included a variety of questions such as
multiple choice, fill in the blank, and matching (see appendix for
measures).
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Method
STUDY DESIGN:
In all classes:
1.) All participants completed a pre-test to assess their knowledge of
the content prior to watching the video.
2.) The class watched the Take the Stage video as a group.
3.) The class participated in the corresponding arts activity designed to
enhance the learning from the video.
4.) All participants were given a post-test of the same material to
examine growth in knowledge. The post-test also included appeal
measures of both the video and the activity.
In addition to this quantitative data, 5-6 students per classroom were
interviewed to delve further into the appeal of the video and activity.
Teachers were also given a survey to assess their opinions of the
experience.
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Research Questions
Student Learning
1.) Kindergarten: Did singing and dancing along to the Mariachi song help
the students learn and remember prepositions?
2.) First Grade: Did acting along with the interactive video help the
students learn and remember the achievements of George Washington,
Eleanor Roosevelt, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Dolores Huerta?
3.) Second Grade: Did singing and dancing to the music video, “Water is
Wet”, help the students remember the properties of the states of matter
(solid, liquid and gas)?
4.) Third Grade: Did acting out a written narrative improve the students’
capacity to decipher the most important text-based details?
5.) Fourth Grade: Did watching the video and drawing a comic strip help
students to understand and differentiate the elements of an expository
essay?
6.) Fifth Grade: Did creating and drawing imaginary animals help students
to understand and identify the differences between structure and function?
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Demographics of Sample
Demographics of Schools in Study

Browning
Sherman

Hispanic

Af American

Asian

Muli Racial

White

94% Economically disadvantaged
Hispanic

Scarborough

Af American

White

95% Economically disadvantaged

Rucker

Hispanic

Af American

White

94% Economically disadvantaged
Hispanic

Af American

White

90% Economically disadvantaged
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Demographics of Sample
Participant Gender by Grade and Language
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Overall Numbers
1.) There were a total of 444 participants ranging in grades kindergarten to
fifth.
2.) Males: There were 99 English-speaking males and 115
Spanish-speaking males
3.) Females: There were 114 English-speaking females and 116 Spanishspeaking females.
4.) There were 65 kindergarteners, 84 first-graders, 72 second-graders, 69
third-graders, 73 fourth-graders, and 81 fifth-graders.
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Teacher Survey
All teachers in the 24 classrooms were given a survey to assess their opinions about
the video and activity. Eleven of the 24 teachers returned their surveys. The graph
below shows which teachers submitted survey data.

Teacher Sample
4
3
2
1
0
Kinder

First

Second

English Classroom Teachers

Third

Fourth

Fifth

Spanish Classroom Teachers

As the graph depicts, there were 7 English classroom teachers and 4
Spanish classroom teachers that turned in surveys. Information about
their opinions will be shared later in the report, organized by the grade
they teach.
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Kindergarten Student Learning
Q1. Did singing and dancing along to the Mariachi song help
the students learn and remember prepositions?

Pre- and post-test data were scored and tallied across all questions for kindergartners in both
the English and Spanish-speaking classrooms. The percentages below represent the number of
questions that were correctly answered across the two classroom of English-speaking
kindergartners, the two classrooms of Spanish-speaking kindergartners and then all four
classrooms combined.

Pre-Test

Post-Test

Net Gain

Kindergarten
(English)

65%

76%

11%

Kindergarten
(Spanish)

59%

64%

5%

Kindergarten
(Overall)*

62%

69%

7%

*Note: The overall percentages are a combination of the pre- and post-tests for all
classrooms combined. The total number of English students was 28 while the total
number of Spanish students was 37 so the overall net gain is weighted more toward the
Spanish-student net gain.

After the video-viewing and activity, students performed better on the
test of prepositions than prior to viewing the Take the Stage video and
completing the Take the Stage activity.
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Appeal of Kindergarten Video and Activity
Did the students in kindergarten like watching the video? Did
the students like singing and dancing along with the video?
After completion of the video and activity, all the children were asked their thoughts on the video
and activity. The results are shown below. As the data indicates, most participants (both Englishspeaking and Spanish-speaking) enjoyed the video and singing and dancing to it. The majority
selected “I really liked it.”

100%

Appeal of Video*

80%

* Two Spanish-speaking
students selected both “I
liked it” and “I really
liked it”. They were not
included in these graphs.

60%
40%
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Spanish
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Appeal of Kindergarten Video and Activity
Did the students in kindergarten like the corresponding
activity that went with the video? Would the students want
to watch the video and do the activity again?
After completion of the video and activity, all the students were asked their thoughts on the video
and activity. The results are shown below. As the data indicates, most participants (both Englishspeaking and Spanish-speaking) enjoyed the activity. The majority selected “I really liked it.” They
also would like to do something like this again.

Appeal of Activity/Worksheet*
100%
80%

English number of students = 27
Spanish number of students = 35

60%
40%
20%
0%
I really I didn't I'm not I liked it I really
didn't like it sure if I
liked it
like it
liked it
or not
English
Spanish

Would You Like to Do this Again?**
100%

* Two Spanish-speaking students
selected both “I liked it” and “I really
liked it”. They were not included in
these graphs.
** Two Spanish-speaking students
didn’t answer this question.

English number of students = 28
Spanish number of students = 35

80%
60%
40%
20%
0%
Yes
English

No
Spanish
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Appeal of Kindergarten Video and Activity
What was the favorite part of the activity?

Students were asked to select their favorite part of the activity: singing, dancing, both or neither.
The results are below. As the graph indicates, very few selected that they didn’t like the activity and
both singing and dancing were enjoyed by the majority of the students.

Favorite Part of Activity
100%
80%
60%
40%
20%
0%
Singing

Dancing
English

Both

I didn't like
the activity

Spanish

English number of students = 28
Spanish number of students = 37
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Kindergarten Student Quotes
A selection of the students were interviewed to delve deeper into their thoughts
regarding the video and corresponding activity. There were a total of 23 kids
interviewed (5 English-speaking boys and 7 English-speaking girls; 5 Spanish-speaking
boys and 6 Spanish-speaking girls). Some of the interesting things they said are listed
below.
VIDEO:
“Yes, [I liked it] because we were singing and it feels good.”
“Yes [I liked it because] there was singing and I want to learn singing and it helped
with reading.”
“The mariachis were my favorite because I like the music. It’s so funny, the video is so
funny.”
“Getting up to dance was my favorite part.”
“I liked what they were doing. They were dancing and singing and learning.”

ACTIVITY:
“Yes, [I liked it because ] it was practice.”
“Yes, [I liked singing and dancing around] because it made me laugh.”
“I liked dancing around. It was fun.”
“I liked it because it helped.”
“Getting up to dance was my favorite part.”
“I liked it because the parrot made it fun.”
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Kindergarten Teacher Quotes
The opinion of one kindergarten Spanish classroom teacher is below:
VIDEO:
“Yes, [the video was effective for the students and] the students enjoyed dancing
and singing about prepositions. The video had a student their age singing and
dancing. When we continued to talk about prepositions later on in the day, they
would go back and refer to our interactive anchor chart we had done previously.”

ACTIVITY:
“The activity was at the Kindergarten level. It had simple instructions which
students were able to follow. The video and song helped them understand the
material that was presented, to complete their activity sheet.”
“[In order to improve on the activity], I gave each student a parrot and a sombrero
sticker so that the students will be more engaged into the lesson. At this age,
students like to dance and move around and I think having them dance and sing
the song with you is a great way for them to learn.”

LIKLIHOOD OF USING AGAIN IN CLASSROOM
“[I would be] very likely [to use an activity such as the Take the Stage activity
again in the classroom]. As a bilingual teacher, sometimes is hard to find videos
that include a song, dance, and are both and Spanish and in English. Having
these videos will be very beneficial for me as a teacher and I would love to use
them in multiple ways and subject areas.”
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First Grade Student Learning
Q2. Did acting along with the interactive video help the
students learn and remember the achievements of George
Washington, Eleanor Roosevelt, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and
Dolores Huerta?
Pre- and post-test data were scored and tallied across all questions for first graders in both the
English and Spanish-speaking classrooms. The percentages below represent the number of
questions that were correctly answered across the two classroom of English-speaking first
graders, the two classrooms of Spanish-speaking first graders and then all four classrooms
combined.

Pre-Test

Post-Test

Net Gain

First Grade
(English)

67%

83%

16%

First Grade
(Spanish)

68%

87%

19%

First Grade
(Overall)*

67%

85%

18%

*Note: The overall percentages are a combination of the pre- and post-tests for all
classrooms combined. The total number of English students was 40 while the total
number of Spanish students was 44 so the overall net gain is weighted more toward the
Spanish-student net gain.

The achievements of the key historical figures taught by Take the Stage
seems to be learned from the video and corresponding activity.
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Appeal of First Grade Video and Activity
Did the students in first grade like watching the video? Did
the students like acting out historical figures with the video?
After completion of the video and activity, all the students were asked their thoughts on the video
and activity. The results are shown below. As the data indicates, most participants (both Englishspeaking and Spanish-speaking) enjoyed the video and acting out historical figures. The majority
selected “I really liked it.”
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Appeal of First Grade Video and Activity
Did the students in first grade believe that the video and
activity were appropriate for their age? Would the students
want to watch the video and do the activity again?
As the data indicates, most first grade participants (both English-speaking and Spanish-speaking)
believed that the video and corresponding activity was for kids their age. Only a few in each of the
classrooms believed it was for either younger or older children.

Perceived Age-Appropriateness
100%
80%
English number of students = 40
Spanish number of students = 43

60%
40%
20%
0%
My Age

Younger than Older than
Me
Me

English

Spanish

Would You Like to Do this Again?
100%
80%
60%

English number of students = 40
Spanish number of students = 42

40%
20%

As the data indicates, most first grade participants
(both English-speaking and Spanish-speaking)
would like “to watch a video and do an activity
like this again.”

0%
Yes
English

No
Spanish
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First Grade Student Quotes
A selection of the students were interviewed to delve deeper into their thoughts
regarding the video and corresponding activity. There were a total of 23 kids
interviewed (6 English-speaking boys and 6 English-speaking girls; 7 Spanish-speaking
boys and 4 Spanish-speaking girls). Some of their quotes are listed below.
VIDEO:
“I liked doing all the motions and all of the other things we did.”
“[I liked when] the boy dreamed about presidents and when George Washington was
sitting on the boy’s seat. It was funny.”
“I liked it because we were learning something new and some parts were funny.”
“I like when George is being bad and sitting at the host’s desk and then she bops him
on the head.”
“I liked how it helped me remember George Washington, and Martin Luther King Jr.,
and Dolores Huerta and Eleanor Roosevelt.”
“I liked learning about the people. I liked Dolores Huerta because the people didn’t
have any money that she helped.”
ACTIVITY:
All students asked about the activity worksheet talked about it being “easy”
and “fun.”
“It was fun and made us learn them, learn what they did.”
“ Yes [I liked it because] we were learning and it will help us out in other grades.”
“It was easy because you just had to draw a line.”
“It was easy because we had already learned from watching.”
20

First Grade Teacher Quotes
The opinion of one first grade English classroom teacher is below:
VIDEO and ACTIVITY:
“I liked that there was a pre- and post-assessment to show what new information
the students learned from the activity. I also liked the characters in the video
were students as well and that the video prompted for student engagement by
having the students do gestures or chants to remember each historical figures’
contribution. This kept the students engaged in able to retain the information.
The video and activities were very teacher friendly which made it easy to
implement and have as a readily available resource to integrate into teaching.
The lesson was appropriate for the diversity of learners in my classroom.”
“[A video tutorial was not necessary because] it was self-explanatory, especially
because the video tells the teacher exactly when to pause the video.”

LIKLIHOOD OF USING AGAIN IN CLASSROOM
“[I would be] very likely [to use an activity such as the Take the Stage activity
again in the classroom]. The video and activity were very teacher and
kid-friendly and taught the standards. It kept the students engaged.”
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Second Grade Student Learning
Q3. Did singing and dancing to the music video, “Water is
Wet”, help the students remember the properties of the states
of matter (solid, liquid and gas)?
Pre- and post-test data were scored and tallied across all questions for second graders in both
the English and Spanish-speaking classrooms. The percentages below represent the number of
questions that were correctly answered across the two classrooms of English-speaking second
graders, the two classrooms of Spanish-speaking second graders and then all four classrooms
combined.

Pre-Test

Post-Test

Net Gain

Second Grade
(English)

84%

88%

4%

Second Grade
(Spanish)

70%

77%

7%

Second Grade
(Overall)*

77%

82%

5%

*Note: The overall percentages are a combination of the pre- and post-tests for all
classrooms combined. The total number of English students was 35 while the total
number of Spanish students was 37 so the overall net gain should be weighted more
toward the Spanish-student net gain but since the difference was only 2 students we
didn’t see that substantively above because of rounding issues.

The students made modest gains in remembering the properties of matter
after watching the Take the Stage video and participating in the
corresponding arts activity.
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Appeal of Second Grade Video and Activity
Did the students in second grade like watching the video? Did
the students like the “Water is Wet” song?
After completion of the video and activity, all the students were asked their thoughts on the video
and activity. The results are shown below. As the data indicates, most participants (both Englishspeaking and Spanish-speaking) enjoyed the video and the song. The majority selected “I really
liked it.”
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Appeal of Second Grade Video and Activity
Did the students in second grade believe that the video and
activity were appropriate for their age? Would the students
want to watch the video and do the activity again?
As the data indicates, second graders (both English-speaking and Spanish-speaking) were more
evenly split on whether this video and activity was for kids their age or younger. Only a few in each
of the classrooms believed it was for older children.

Perceived Age-Appropriateness
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As the data indicates, most second grade
participants (both English-speaking and
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Second Grade Student Quotes
A selection of the students were interviewed to delve deeper into their thoughts
regarding the video and corresponding activity. There were a total of 24 kids
interviewed (6 English-speaking boys and 6 English-speaking girls; 6 Spanish-speaking
boys and 6 Spanish-speaking girls). Some of their quotes are listed below.
VIDEO:
“Yes, [I liked it because] it told me some things I didn’t know about states of matter.”
“[I liked] when they started dancing. They were representing solid, liquid and gas.”
“I liked the dancing and wet water song. It helped me learn and [it was] catchy.”
“The song was my favorite and when the scientist disappears at the end.”
“My favorite part was dancing with my classmates.”
“I liked the song and the dancing guys dressed up as the states of matter.”
“It had funny parts and I like the dances. I like a lot of things. It felt like I was
learning.”
ACTIVITY:
The majority of kids said that the worksheet/activity was easy because the
video prepared them well for it.
“It was an easy worksheet because the video help me with the answers.”
“It reminded me of the video so I was prepared.”
“I liked it because it quizzed you on what you watched and learned from the video.”
“[I liked it] because I like science [and] I want to be a scientist.”
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Second Grade Teacher Quotes
The opinions of two second grade English classroom teachers are below:
VIDEO and ACTIVITY:
“I liked the video and the song. The students were engaged with both.”
“I loved the video that students watched. It was really engaging and I think my
students enjoyed it. I thought the video covered the material really well also. At
the end, when students got the chance to observe the water actually changing
from state to state, this portion was helpful to them in guiding their
understanding.”
“[The activity] was engaging, and provided examples to students and made
connections to their learning.”

LIKLIHOOD OF USING AGAIN IN CLASSROOM
“[I would be] very likely [to use an activity such as the Take the Stage activity
again in the classroom]. My students enjoyed the activity and learning
about the states of matter in an effective way.”
“[I would be] likely [to use an activity such as the Take the Stage activity again in
the classroom]. It was a different way for students to learn an objective.”
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Third Grade Student Learning
Q4. Did acting out a written narrative improve the students’
capacity to decipher important text-based details?
Pre- and post-test data were scored and tallied across all questions for third graders in both the
English and Spanish-speaking classrooms. The percentages below represent the number of
questions that were correctly answered across the two classroom of English-speaking third
graders and the two classrooms of Spanish-speaking third graders. NOTE: The pre- and posttests for English and Spanish were very different (see APPENDIX). Both had texts with questions,
but due to translation issues, the English text could not be translated into Spanish therefore a
whole separate text was chosen. The Spanish text was substantially shorter (accounting for the
better results on the pre-test) and the questions were short-answer rather than multiple choice.
Because of this difference, the English and Spanish classroom results could not be merged.

Pre-Test

Post-Test

Net Gain

Third Grade
(English)

42%

43%

1%

Third Grade
(Spanish)

73%

74%

1%

The students did not make any significant gains from the pre-test to the
post-test in either the English-speaking or the Spanish-speaking
classrooms. These results are not surprising given that the video was
teaching a strategy to retain information through acting that is not
necessarily learned in a 30-45 minutes class period, but rather developed
over time.
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Appeal of Third Grade Video and Activity
Did the students in third grade like watching the video? Did
the students like acting out the clues?
After completion of the video and activity, all the students were asked their thoughts on the video
and activity. The results are shown below. As the data indicates, most participants (both Englishspeaking and Spanish-speaking) enjoyed watching the video and the acting out the clues. The
majority selected “I really liked it.”
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Appeal of Third Grade Video and Activity
Did the students feel acting out the clues helped them solve
the mystery?

After completion of the video and activity, all the students were asked if acting out the
clues helped them solve the mystery. The results are shown below. As the data indicates,
most participants (both English-speaking and Spanish-speaking) feel acting out the clues
helped them to solve the mystery. The majority selected “It really helped.”

Efficacy of Acting out Clues to Solve Mystery
100%
80%
60%
40%
20%
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It really It didn't I'm not It helped It really
didn't
help sure if it
helped
help
helped
or not
English
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English number of students = 27
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Appeal of Third Grade Video and Activity
Did the students in third grade believe that the video and
activity were appropriate for their age? Would the students
like to do this activity again?
As the data indicates, the majority of third graders (both English-speaking and Spanish-speaking)
believed this video and activity was for kids their age. Only a few in each of the classrooms believed
it was for older children.
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Third Grade Student Quotes
A selection of the students were interviewed to delve deeper into their thoughts
regarding the video and corresponding activity. There were a total of 24 kids
interviewed (5 Spanish-speaking boys and 7 Spanish-speaking girls; 5 English-speaking
boys and 7 English-speaking girls). Some of their quotes are listed below.
VIDEO:
“[I liked] when they figured out what was inside the backpack and what caused it to
smell.”
“Yes, [I liked it] because they were acting and we were too. They let us be a part of
it.”
“[I liked] solving it – doing the clues and acting it out because in our minds we could
see what was happening.”
“[I liked] the clues and how she ate the sandwich and had to throw away the banana
because it smelled so bad.”
“I liked solving the case.”
“Yeah [I liked it] cause it was very mysterious how that backpack stank. There was a
lot of funny and fun parts.”
ACTIVITY:
“[It’s] cool. It’s like a mystery game and reminds me how they discover.”
“[The activity] was good enough to help you with drawing conclusions.”
“It was a cool activity. It was easy. I guessed the right clues.”
“[It was] good but we needed more clues.”
“[It] made me feel like a real detective.”
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Third Grade Teacher Quotes
The opinions of one third grade English classroom teacher and one Spanish
classroom teacher are below:
VIDEO and ACTIVITY:
“The video was well produced, fun, and interactive. Also the objective was clear.”
“The video captured their attention and interest.”
“I like the video because it is more engaging for the kids especially for different
types of learners.”
“Yes, [the activity] was effective because some students circled the right clues. I
feel this is just another way to teach drawing conclusions. Teachers need more
than one way to teach the TEKS!”

LIKLIHOOD OF USING AGAIN IN CLASSROOM
“[I would be] very likely [to use an activity such as the Take the Stage activity
again in the classroom].”
“[I would be] very likely [to use an activity such as the Take the Stage activity
again in the classroom]. I like to integrate technology into my lessons.”
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Fourth Grade Student Learning
Q5. Did watching the video and drawing the comic strip help
students to understand and differentiate the elements of an
expository essay?
Pre- and post-test data were scored and tallied across all questions for fourth graders in both the
English and Spanish-speaking classrooms. The percentages below represent the number of
questions that were correctly answered across the two classrooms of English-speaking fourth
graders and the two classrooms of Spanish-speaking fourth graders and then the four classes all
together.

Pre-Test

Post-Test

Net Gain

Fourth Grade
(English)

53%

63%

10%

Fourth Grade
(Spanish)

56%

70%

14%

Fourth Grade
(Overall)

54%

65%

11%

*Note: The overall percentages are a combination of the pre- and post-tests for all
classrooms combined. The total number of English students was 44 while the total
number of Spanish students was 29 so the overall net gain is weighted more toward the
English-student net gain.

The students in both English and Spanish-speaking classroom made some
sizable gains in learning the elements of an expository essay after the video
and activity.
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Appeal of Fourth Grade Video and Activity
Did the students in fourth grade like watching the video? Did
the students like drawing the comic strip?
After completion of the video and activity, all the students were asked their thoughts on the video
and activity. The results are shown below. As the data indicates, most participants (both Englishspeaking and Spanish-speaking) enjoyed the video and drawing the comic strip. The majority
selected “I really liked it” or “I liked it.”
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Appeal of Fourth Grade Video and Activity
Did the students in fourth grade think the video helped them
understand how to write an expository essay?

The results are shown below. As the data indicates, most participants (both Englishspeaking and Spanish-speaking) thought the video “helped” or “really helped” their
understanding of an expository essay.
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Appeal of Fourth Grade Video and Activity
Did the students in fourth grade believe that the video and
activity were appropriate for their age? Would the students
want to watch the video and do the activity again?
As the data indicates, the majority of fourth graders (both English-speaking and Spanish-speaking)
believed this video and activity was for kids their age. None of the students believed it was for older
children.

Perceived Age-Appropriateness
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As the data indicates, most fourth grade
participants (both English-speaking and Spanishspeaking) would like “to watch a video and do an
activity like this again.”
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Fourth Grade Student Quotes
A selection of the students were interviewed to delve deeper into their thoughts
regarding the video and corresponding activity. There were a total of 24 kids
interviewed (7 Spanish-speaking boys and 5 Spanish-speaking girls; 6 English-speaking
boys and 6 English-speaking girls). Some of their quotes are listed below.
VIDEO:
“Yes, [I liked it] because showing how to solve a problem with an expository essay
with a superhero.”
“Yes, [I liked that it] teaches how to write an expository text.”
“Yes I really liked it because it was funny and I liked the characters. It really helped
me and my own comic book. It’s fun, funny and educational. That’s how all videos
should be.”
“It’s about how to write a complicated essay in an easier way and learning gets fun
when it’s in a video. I learned about evidence. I didn’t know about it before.”

ACTIVITY:
“It was fun because you get to make your own comic.”
“It was fun. It was like you get to draw and explain what was happening in the
picture. I haven’t gotten to do that in awhile.”
“It helped me because if I had just started I wouldn’t have know how to write that
essay. The video make it easier.”
“The video helped me understand the worksheet to write an essay better. I would
have been lost in the air.”
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Fourth Grade Teacher Quotes
The opinions of two fourth grade English classroom teachers and one Spanish
classroom teacher are below:
VIDEO and ACTIVITY:
“From start to finish [the Take the Stage activity] was easy to follow. The video was
clear and engaging.”
“[The activity] was engaging. Students enjoyed the video and creating their own comic
strip. I would use it as a pre-writing activity before students write their first draft. It is
always a good idea to give students examples and detailed explanation of what is
expected as well as make it as entraining and engaging for them as possible. Using
thinking maps (in this case the comic strip) helps students generate ideas.”
“Students are all into technology now-a- days and being that it was in a video format
that made the lesson really engaging for them. I know they were a bit hesitant at first,
but they ended up enjoying it.”
“Any writing assignment might be challenging for students, but I think it all depends
how well it is presented to them, and whether examples and explanation are provided.
In my experience, giving examples and sometimes writing the whole composition or
parts of it together with the class is helpful. Sharing is also important as it gives ideas
to students who have trouble generating them. This activity provided examples and
detailed instructions, so in my opinion it was “just right”.

LIKLIHOOD OF USING AGAIN IN CLASSROOM
“[I would be] Somewhat likely [to use an activity such as the Take the Stage activity
again in the classroom]. No other reason than time and planning.
Also, would need to see what other subjects and concepts are available.”
“[I would be] Likely [to use an activity such as the Take the Stage activity again in the
classroom]. It was engaging and fun for students.”
“[I would be] Very likely [to use an activity such as the Take the Stage activity again in
the classroom]. It is fun, easy, and engaging while kids learn the grade level objective.”
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Fifth Grade Student Learning
Q6. Did creating and drawing imaginary animals help students
to understand and identify the differences between structure
and function?
Pre- and post-test data were scored and tallied across all questions for fifth graders in both the
English and Spanish-speaking classrooms. The percentages below represent the number of
questions that were correctly answered across the two classrooms of English-speaking fifth
graders, the two classrooms of Spanish-speaking fifth graders and then all four classrooms
combined.

Pre-Test

Post-Test

Net Gain

Fifth Grade
(English)

67%

73%

6%

Fifth Grade
(Spanish)

62%

79%

17%

Fifth Grade
(Overall)

64%

76%

12%

*Note: The overall percentages are a combination of the pre- and post-tests for all
classrooms combined. The total number of English students was 39 while the total
number of Spanish students was 42 so the overall net gain is weighted more toward the
Spanish-student net gain.

The students made gains in understanding the differences between
structure and function after watching the Take the Stage video and
participating in the corresponding arts activity. The gains were greater for
the Spanish-speaking students.
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Fifth Grade Student Learning
Did the video give the perception to the fifth graders that it
helped them understand structure and function?
During the post-test, students were asked how much the video helped them understand
structure and function. Their perceptions are graphed below. The majority of the students
believed that the video helped them or really helped them understand structure and function.
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Appeal of Fifth Grade Video and Activity
Did the students in fifth grade like watching the video? Did
the students like drawing the animal?
After completion of the video and activity, all the students were asked their thoughts on the video
and activity. The results are shown below. As the data indicates, most participants (both Englishspeaking and Spanish-speaking) enjoyed the video and drawing their animal. The majority selected
“I really liked it” or “I liked it.” None of the students said they didn’t like drawing the animal.
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Appeal of Fifth Grade Video and Activity
Did the students in fifth grade believe that the video and
activity were appropriate for their age? Would the students
like to watch the video and do the activity again?
As the data indicates, fifth graders (both English-speaking and Spanish-speaking) were more evenly
split on whether this video and activity was for kids their age or younger. Only one in each group
believed it was for older children.
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Fifth Grade Student Quotes
A selection of the students were interviewed to delve deeper into their thoughts
regarding the video and corresponding activity. There were a total of 24 kids
interviewed (7 Spanish-speaking boys and 5 Spanish-speaking girls; 6 English-speaking
boys and 6 English-speaking girls). Some of their quotes are listed below.
VIDEO:
“I liked how the girl host was confident and explained everything. It was easy to
understand her and what she was saying. The host explains very well.”
“[I liked it] because it helped me understand structure and function and it made me
laugh.”
“[I] like it! Funny, keeps me excited learning from the video.”
“I liked the girls explaining function and structure and I liked their acting.”
“I liked it, yeah. It was interesting and you got to learn the details, like habitats and
what kind of animals live there. I appreciate you showing this to us.”
“I like how it was funny and how the characters acted out. I liked seeing the settings
change, like the ocean and the desert.”
ACTIVITY:
“It was fun [to] make it how you want. [It was] creative drawing and coloring.”
“It was cool. Let us show our imagination”
“That was cool. You could build your own animal with your own imagination.”
“The activity was fun because you get to create and add different features that you
want to.”
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Fifth Grade Teacher Quotes
The opinions of one fifth grade English classroom teacher and one Spanish
classroom teacher are below:
VIDEO and ACTIVITY:
“It was interactive for the students. It made my students think outside the box.”
“I liked the creative art activity that was paired up with the video because of the
big movement of STEM into STEAM. I really liked the video and how it was funny
and because of that it was memorable. The video was really straightforward and
to the point and easy for the students to understand..”

LIKLIHOOD OF USING AGAIN IN CLASSROOM
“[I would be] Likely [to use an activity such as the Take the Stage activity again in
the classroom]. Helped the students become more confident on the subject
matter.”
“[I would be] Very likely [in using an activity such as the Take the Stage activity
again in the classroom]. I use a lot of videos to introduce new material to my
students such as study jams, but sometimes they go too far beyond what we are
teaching our students (beyond the TEKS). So, if there were more of
these videos that actually follow our TEKS I would definitely use them!”
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Appendix
TEKS for each video:
Grade: Kindergarten English & Spanish
Subject: Language Arts and Reading + Music
ELAR TEKS English: §110.11.b.16.A.iv - Prepositions
SLAR TEKS Spanish: §128.11.b.16.A.iv - Prepositions
MUSIC TEKS: §117.103.b.3.A - Music in relation to cultures
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter110/ch110a.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter128/ch128a.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter117/ch117a.html
Kindergarten- Prepositions and Dancing - "Sofia and Mr. Parrot"
Video Description: Singing and dancing to mariachi music while learning prepositions
Grade: First English & Spanish
Subject: Social Studies + Theatre
SOCIAL STUDIES TEKS: §113.12.b.2.A & §113.12.b.13.B - Historical Figures
THEATRE TEKS: §117.107.b.2.B - Create roles through imitation
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter113/ch113a.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter117/ch117a.html
First Grade- Historical Figures and Acting - "The Sawyer Show: Historical People"
Video Description: Acting out George Washington, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Eleanor
Roosevelt and Dolores Huerta
Grade: Second English & Spanish
Subject: Science + Music
SCIENCE TEKS: §112.13.b.5.A - Physical Properties of Matter
MUSIC TEKS: §117.109.b.3- Move to music
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter112/ch112a.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter117/ch117a.html
Second Grade- Physical Properties of Matter and Dance- "The Dancing Scientist“
Video Description: Dancing States of Matter- Solid, Liquid, Gas
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Appendix
TEKS for each video:
Grade: Third English & Spanish
Subject: Language Arts and Reading + Theatre
ELAR TEKS English: §110.14.b.13.A & §110.14.b.13.B- Drawing conclusions from textual
evidence
SLAR TEKS Spanish: §128.14.b.13.A & §128.14.b.13.B- Drawing conclusions from textual
evidence
THEATRE TEKS: §117.113.b.2.B- Narrative Pantomime
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter110/ch110a.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter128/ch128a.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter117/ch117a.html
Third Grade- Reading Comprehension and Pantomime - "The Case of the Smelly Backpack"
Video Description: Acting out clues from text
Grade: Fourth English & Spanish
Subject: Language Arts and Reading
ELAR TEKS English: §110.15 b.18.A.i.ii.iii- Writing Expository Essays
SLAR TEKS Spanish: §128.15.b.18.A.i.ii.iii- Writing Expository Essays
ART TEKS: §117.114.b.1.A- Creating Art from Personal Experience
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter110/ch110a.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter128/ch128a.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter117/ch117a.html
Fourth Grade- Writing Expository Essays and Creating Comic Books- "Super Flip"
Video Description: Creating a comic book while writing an expository essay
Grade: Fifth English & Spanish
Subject: Science + Art
Science TEKS: §112.16.b.10.A- Structures and Functions of Animals
ART TEKS: §117.117.b.2.C- Imaginative Drawing
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter112/ch112a.html
http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter117/ch117a.html
Fifth Grade- Structures and Functions of Animals and Drawing - "Animal Survival!"
Video Description: Drawing while learning about animal structures and functions
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Appendix
Kindergarten English Pre-Test
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Appendix
Kindergarten English Pre-Test
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Appendix
Kindergarten English Post Test
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Appendix
Kindergarten English Post Test
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Appendix
Kindergarten Spanish Pre Test
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Appendix
Kindergarten Spanish Pre-Test
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Appendix
Kindergarten Spanish Post-Test
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Appendix
Kindergarten Spanish Post-Test
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Appendix
First Grade English Pre-Test
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Appendix
First Grade English Pre-Test
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Appendix
First Grade English Post-Test
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Appendix
First Grade English Post-Test
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Appendix
First Grade English Post-Test
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Appendix
First Grade Spanish Pre-Test

61

Appendix
First Grade Spanish Pre-Test
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Appendix
First Grade Spanish Post-Test
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Appendix
First Grade Spanish Post-Test
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Appendix
First Grade Spanish Post-Test
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Appendix
Second Grade English Pre-Test
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Appendix
Second Grade English Pre-Test
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Appendix
Second Grade English Post-Test
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Appendix
Second Grade English Post-Test
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Appendix
Second Grade English Post-Test
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Appendix
Second Grade Spanish Pre-Test
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Appendix
Second Grade Spanish Pre-Test
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Appendix
Second Grade Spanish Post-Test
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Appendix
Second Grade Spanish Post-Test
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Appendix
Second Grade Spanish Post-Test
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Appendix
Third Grade English Pre-Test
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Appendix
Third Grade English Pre-Test
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Appendix
Third Grade English Post-Test
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Third Grade English Post-Test
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Appendix
Third Grade English Post-Test
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Appendix
Third Grade Spanish Pre-Test
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Third Grade Spanish Post-Test
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Third Grade Spanish Post-Test
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Appendix
Fourth Grade English Pre-Test
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Fourth Grade English Post-Test
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Fourth Grade English Post-Test
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Appendix
Fourth Grade Spanish Pre-Test
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Fourth Grade Spanish Pre-Test
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Fourth Grade Spanish Post-Test
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Fourth Grade Spanish Post-Test
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Fourth Grade Spanish Post-Test

91

Appendix
Fifth Grade English Pre-Test
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Fifth Grade English Pre-Test
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Fifth Grade English Post-Test
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Fifth Grade English Post-Test
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Appendix
Fifth Grade English Post-Test
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Appendix
Fifth Grade Spanish Pre-Test
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Appendix
Fifth Grade Spanish Pre-Test
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Fifth Grade Spanish Post-Test
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Fifth Grade Spanish Post-Test
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Fifth Grade Spanish Post-Test
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