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Did we meet ISAP target? 

• In the short-term the current size of all 
breeding populations of the Aquatic Warbler 
throughout its range is maintained. 

• Target: 

• Until 2012 the following population sizes are 
maintained: 

• world population   10,500-14,200 
singing males 

• central European population:  10,000-13,500 
singing males (of these, 150-300 singing males in 
the Baltic States) 

• Hungarian population:   > 200 singing 
males 

• Pomeranian population:   80 singing 
males 
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Large sites in BY,UA,PL  
 
Large sites in BY,UA,PL  
 
106 in 2014 
 
extinct since 2011 
 
12-14 in 2014 
 



 
 

Towards favorable conservation status  

Germany  
 • The last remaining breeding site in Germany is situated in the Lower Oder 

National Park (LONP) which had led to transformation of suitable habitat 
into core areas (“wilderness zones”).  

• That has been compensated by turning of 200 ha of grassland outside the 
core areas into suitable AW habitat  

• The new site management plan for the LONP includes AW habitat 
requirements and adequate measures: water management, mowing 
regime (“dynamic grassland management”, i. e. alternating early and late 
mowing). 

 



 
 

Towards favorable conservation status  

Germany  
 • Within the past and present AW breeding area in Lower Oder Valley 

National Park, the birds select for areas with lower and less dense 
vegetation with higher insect abundance.  

• Habitat quality is negatively affected by the cessation of land use and 
positively affected by removal of biomass by mowing. 

•  80-90 % of the AW breeding areas in Lower Oder Valley National Park 
have been either mown or grazed in the year before occupation.  

• Mosaic-like structures with early and late mown patches turned out to be 
appropriate in alluvial, nutrient-rich habitats. 

 



 
 

Towards favorable conservation status  

Germany  
 

• EU-LIFE-Nature project “Conserving Acrocephalus paludicola in Poland and 
Germany” (2005-2010): project site Peene Valley, Mecklenburg – Western 
Pomerania. 

•  Actions were i. a.: 120-130 ha are mown annually for AW habitat 
restoration, management and biomass use planning, AW and habitat 
monitoring. 

• A second priority fen mire is target of the LIFE project “Improvement of 
the breeding and feeding habitats for the Lesser Spotted Eagle as well as 
for the Corn Crake and the Aquatic Warbler in the SPA “Schorfheide-
Chorin" (2012-2017). 

 

 

 



 
 

Towards favorable conservation status  

Germany  
 • In the federal State of Brandenburg, an action plan for former and 

potential breeding sites has been prepared: TANNEBERGER, F., J. 
BELLEBAUM & A. FRICK (2011): Managementplan fuer den 
Seggenrohrsaenger.  

• Besides management recommendations for the Lower Oder Valley five 
former breeding sites with potential for re-colonisation were identified. 

•  In one of these areas improvement of water management and land use is 
running already, for the others there are plans or concepts in preparation. 

 

 

 



 
Towards favorable conservation status  

Poland  
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

Habitat management is crucial for 
sustainability of conservation of largest 
mire tracts in Poland: the Biebrza Valley 
(NE Poland) and Lublin Polesie (SE 
Poland). 
 
Biebrza  -  second largest Aquatic 
Warbler breeding site in the world  
(up to 20% of the world population of the 
species) 
 
 
Up to 15,000 ha of current and potential 
Aquatic Warbler habitat should be 
managed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Towards favorable conservation status  
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Towards favorable conservation status  

Poland  
 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Extensive management through hay making was for long time crucial 
for keeping open habitats of largest mire tracts in Central and Eastern 
Europe (especially Polesie area) 

Turia river 



Land use in 1962:
mowed meadows



Koszenie 2001 

Mowed in 2001



Threat of plant succession (end of ’90): 

 
 Tree encroachment                                            1 454 ha 
 

 Bush encroachment                                            5 897 ha 
 

 Reed encroachment                                            2 690 ha 
 
 Mosaic of open and forested habitat            5 110 ha 
 
   Total                                                                  15 151 ha 

Source: „BNP Management Plan” draft, 2001 



Effects of first LIFE project 

 Since the project start now it is possible to mow large areas              

of  peatlands and to collect the biomass 

New technology  
for mowing: 



 
 
 Solutions – economic incentives 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 
Agri-environment schemes targeted at the 
habitat of the Aquatic Warbler  
and other fen mire breeding birds  
are being implemented since 2009 
 
AES providing the funding needed to maintain 
suitable habitat management of fens. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 Solutions – economic incentives 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  

Agro-Environmental Programme 2007-2013, scheme 5 

 5.1    Protection of birds habitats          

Scheme 5.1 - payment: 1370 zł/ha = c.a 330 Eur/ha 
 



P. Świątkiewicz 

Land managed during 
first LIFE projects 
(2005-2012)  
 
 6 000 ha 
(Biebrza Lower Basin) 
 
c. 5,000 ha of BNP leased 
to famers for mowing 
 
30-40 ratraks operated by 
private owners 
 



P. Świątkiewicz 



Koszenie 2005 - 2010 



Ocena 5 (zasięgi 1) 



„Final graph” 
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Stabilisation of AW population on large sites 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  

Source: P. Marczakiewicz & G. Grzywaczewski 2012 



LIFE+ AW and biomass project sites 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

- 6 sites 

- 12,000 ha priority 
project area 



 
Bird productivity study 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  



LIFE+ project population response 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  

Chełm SPA 

Bubnów SPA  
(Poleski NP.) 



LIFE+ population response 
26% population increase (575 s.m.) 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 



 

Lithuania 



Towards favorable conservation status  
Lithuania 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIFE+  “Baltic Aquatic warbler” project  
Project restoration work: 
- Tyrai fully managed areas app. 500 ha; 
- Tulkiarage managed areas app. 400 ha 
- Žuvintas restoration of app. 100 ha, in addition cleaning a channel 
- Pape – clearing of shoots 
- Liepaja  
Maintainance 
- Šyša – as usual facilitating help to farmers to harvest the areas; 

 

Lithuanian AW population development: 



Towards favorable conservation status  
Lithuania 

 

 



Towards favorable conservation status  
Lithuania 

 

 



 

Belarus 



Towards favorable conservation status  
Belarus 

 

Comparison population estimates in late 1990-s  and recent  monitoring 
data from the years 2010-2013, Aquatic Warbler numbers decreased  

 

• for Zvaniec from 3 000 – 8 000 to 2 200 – 4 400, 

• for Sporava from 700 – 2 100 to 500 – 600,  

• for Dzikoje from c. 1 500 to 150 – 200. 

 

• TOTAL in Belarus (2013): area – 13 855 

                                           population – 2 968 – 5 548    

 

 



Towards favorable conservation status  
Belarus 

Recent conservation projects: 

 

Implementing urgent conservation actions in mesotrophic fen mires in 
Belarus  (162/12/031) (04/2003-03/2006); 

Catalyzing sustainability of the wetland protected area system i Belarusian 
Polesie through increased management efficiency and realigned land use 
practices (00048429) – (04/2006-04/2011); 

 Restoring Peatlands and applying Concepts for Sustainable Management in 
Belarus – Climate Change Mitigation with Economic and Biodiversity Benefits  
(BMU-No.:II.C53) – (12/2009-07/2011); 

 

 



Towards favorable conservation status  
Belarus 

 

 



Towards favorable conservation status  
Belarus 

 

 



Towards favorable conservation status  
Belarus 

New conservation projects: 

The activities will be implemented under the 2015-2019 National Program 
for Development of a System of Specially Protected Natural Sites 

Within two big EU and UNDP projects: 

- EU/UNDP Project “ClimaEast: Conservation and Sustainable 
Management of Peatlands in Belarus to Minimize Carbon Emissions and 
Help Ecosystems to Adapt to Climate Changes”; 

-  the GEF/UNDP Project “Development of Integrated Approaches to 
Wetland Management based on Multi-Purpose Landscape Planning to 
Obtain Multilateral Environmental Benefits”. 

 

 



Towards favorable conservation status  
Belarus 

Major threats – bush encroachment 
and overgrowing by extensive 
reedbeds in effect of eutrophisation 

Fire as a management tool 



Towards favorable conservation status  
Ukraine 

AW within protected area network 

 

Most part of birds (more than 55 %) habitats is located on the territories of 
national natural parks. 

  

5 % and 19 % of Ukrainian AW breed on territories of zakazniks of national 
and local importance, respectively.  

 

Nearly 15% of the birds habitats are outside of protected areas. 

 

Majority of these territories are at different stages of preparatory works on 
giving them the protected status. 

 



In 2007 the National Nature Park “Prypyat-Stokhid”  
was established. 

 



Towards favorable conservation status  
Ukraine 

 

The greatest number of AW in Ukraine is located in valley of the rivers 
Prypiat and Tsyr between Vetly, Birky and Tsyr (UA-14). The part of the area 
is under influence of drainage canals; 

Three wooden dams with sluices were constructed on the central canal 
during October 2005. Water levels in these habitats will be adjusted with 
the help of these dams during “dry season” in 2006-2008. 

 During 2010-2014 the number of AW was very high on the territory (1-2 
males/ha). 

 



Towards favorable conservation status  
Ukraine 

In the autumn of 2012, an area of 25 hectares was chosen on the monitoring 
site for cleaning it from the bushes (UA-14. Upper Prypiat, area between 
Vetly, Birky and Tsyr).  

This area was cleared from bushes in winter and early spring of 2013. Young 
shoots were cut down in winter 2013/2014. 

 In 2014, 21 males were counted during the evening census on area of 10 
hectares. For comparison, 11 males were counted on this area in 2010. 



Towards favorable conservation status  
Ukraine 

Majority of AW sites within protected area 

Regular monitoring of sites 

Small scale of restoration works 

Poor economic situation 

 

NEED FOR BIG CONSREVATION PROJECTS 



Conclusions 

• We failed to meet the short term ISAP target; 

• We have lost the HU population and next are 
on the brink of extinction 

• We have learned,  and now we know how to 
save the Aquatic Warbler in breeding areas 

• We have limited capacity 

• To meet 2020 ISAP target and to save AW     
WE SHOULD ACT NOW!  

 



Thank for your attention 


