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Globally
threatened
species

Foto: M. Hirt



Most threatened
passerine bird of
continental Europe,
classified as
,vulnerable' at a
global scale

Photo: Zymantas Morkvenas
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Biebrza, NE-Poland, May 2010




The BirdLife International
Aquatic Warbler Conservation Team (AWCT) ...

' . E n

an informal association of researchers and

conservationists working on the Aquatic Warbler
coming from all breeding range states and some stopover and
wintering countries (France, Spain, UK, Belgium, Senegal)



Current situation in the breeding areas

R 1
.,ﬁwg‘“‘b‘t"tﬁn )
. .J 5l

v

|

“k'\ ‘
Ny

Biebrza, NE-Poland, May 2010
NLE /X AL P



Aquatic
Warbler

range

~

‘ P 3
20

.
N

14: about 12,000
singing males
current

distribution )

® wintering occurrence |
* *30 December, January
® 50-200
® 200-1000 ' migration routes \

@ 1000 - 5000




Aquatic
Warbler

Current breeding -

distribution

(maximum number of
singing males)

0-10

10-50
50-200
200-1000
1000-5000

>5000

PN

v

a)

Lithuania: ¢. 100

~ |2
- S q
Central Europe:
9,000-12,000
o T
Ny
)
— -
(—\r\-\ /\\
C i
Hortdbagy: O f
P (
N N_

YA

Ny

v




-

. '~‘af"£€:+ . .

'J I r.,. ¢

T e
~"'U._‘ .




of 6écupancy: < 400 km

2|

e "';."."f..'\
n‘ “k' ’l :

Vo 5% v S




Estimated Global population development of Aquatic Warbler since 1996 (AWCT data)
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Aquatic Warbler: population in Hungary 1971-2012
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on the Conservation of Aquatic
Warbler in Pomerania and NE-
Poland (2005-2010)

and on AW conservation through
biomass use (2011-2015)




ér" duction of biomass
briquets and pellets in
‘Frcannne NE Poland




Achlevemen‘l's of the flr's1' LIFE pr'OJect

and of cour'se

mor'e and bét’rer AW habrrat

3,200 ha'ac‘l'ivelly"managed by the pr'dj-ec\f 4
>4,000 ha under AES packages good for AW

|l - Area occupied by AW within managed areas

strongly increased at Biebrza

' =\ Strong indications for hlgher' densmes of AW
affer‘ mowmg at Blebrza | |




Situation in the moulting
and wintering areas
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CONVENTION ON
MIGRATORY

SPECIES

International treaty for a small brown bird

In 2003 a "Memorandum of Understanding concerning conservation =
measures for the Aquatic Warbler" has been signed and ratified
by 12 range states of the species as a sub-agreement to the Bonn =
Convention on Migratory Species - the first and only international treaty |
for a "little brown bird".

Convention on the Conservation of Q‘\%}
)

Migratory Species of Wild Animals v
(CMS) CcCMS

International Meeting to Finalise Memorandum of Understanding

the Memorandum of Undegemagding and Action Plan concerning

£ atin W
. for the Aquatic Warbler -
q Conservation Measures
for the

Aquatic
w Warbler









A model for successful inter-continental co-operation to
protect a globally threatened migratory species under CMS
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French Group ACROLA (Julien Foucher et al.) at the Niger in Mali, February 2011
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quatic Warbler
global distribution

Wintering sites

o Historical records
© 1-3ind. captured
@ 13 and 205 ind. capt.

Stopover on migration

O autumn
O spring

Breeding sites

e 0-9sing. males
@ 10-499males
@ >500 males




Aquatic Warblers ringed at the wintering sites and recovered in the breeding grounds
Poluda et al. 2012, Ringing & Migration, DOI:10.1080/03078698.2012.691250
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o from:

Lo i Zwarts/Bijlsma/van
den Kamp/Wymenga
2009:

Living on the edge.
Wetlands and birds in
a changing Sahel.

Richard Toll

\ 20 km )

- river, parmanemt watér body
maximum flooded area

7 - Mauritania
B\

Fig. 66 The Lower Senegal Delta, showing Lake R’kiz in the north, Lake
Guiers in the south and the main watercourses. The map indicates the
maximum inundation at high floods in the past. From:1:200 000 1GN-

maps (based on aerial photographs of 1954 and ground surveys in 1957).



from:

Zwarts/Bijlsma/van
den Kamp/Wymenga
2009:

Living on the edge.
Wetlands and birds in
a changing Sahel.

1 40 km |

W populated area
® damiwsir

e minor dam/weir
— dike
— UL

B cultivated area

I river, parmanent water body
P meximum flooded area
B actificial flooding / water inlet
P disconnected from floodplain
I resscvoir ] lake

Fig. 67 The Senegal Delta showing dikes and dams and, approximately, years of completion, From: IGN-maps and sources mentioned in the text.
The map also shows the area under cultivation. From: IcN-map (survey 1957), Fournier & Smith (1981) and Wulfraat (1993); data and maps provided
by omvs and saep.



Drought in the Inner Niger Delta in winter 2011/2012




Existing (1.-3.) and planned (4.-5.) river dams
in the catchment of the Inner Niger Delta
(after Zwarts et al. 2009)

Taoussa




Bottleneck Sahel?

very rapid change:

- Large-scale transformation of the hydrology of rivers, their
floodplains and estuaries => allmost done

- fransformation of naturally flooded wetlands into fresh water
reservoirs (Diama Reservoir; Richard Toll/Lac de Guiers; Keur
Macene; ...) => ongoing

- rapid increase of hydro-agriculture (whole Senegal floodplain)
=> ohgoing

- Overgrazing of flooded grassland (inner Niger delta) =>
description see Zwarts et al. 2009



The Geolocator Project - to study connectivity between wintering and breeding sites

* Geolocators measure light intensity (every 5 minutes)

- data are stored for one year

- birds have to be recaptured to retrieve the logger data;

- positions during migration and wintering can be calculated by sunrise and day length
» Isolated population in central Ukraine (Supoij) chosen for the first pilot study (30
males with GL, 16 controls)

- recapture of birds in May 2011 (6 GL, 6 controls)







Geolocator Project:

First results from

the first pilot study Pt s g i i s * 1RR
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change in the major threats - the global view

until mid-1990s today
Breeding | habitat loss through... habitat loss through...
range - drainage - vegetation succession
- agricultural intensification | - abandonment
- peat extraction - [intensification]

Wintering | ongoing habitat loss through transformation into
range - hydro-agriculture (rice, sugar cane)
- fresh water reservoirs
and
- invasive plants like Typha australis
- climate change, desertification (?)
- overgrazing (?)




change in global priorities im AW conservation

Before c. 2000

today

Breeding
range

- Site protection

- restoration of hydrology

- stabilisation of hydrology
- agricultural extensification

- restoration of hydrology
- vegetation management

mowing techniques,
controlled burning

- biomass use

- How to save the peripheral
populations?!

- ex situ measures,
translocation?

Wintering
range

- identification of wintering
and moulting sites

- identification of wintering/
moulting sites

- try to understand the full
annual cycle

- research on threat factors

- site protection - but how to
manage??




Current priorities im AWCT work

. Full count of NW-Ukrainian AW core population (Pripyat-
Stochid NP) with volunteers, 2015 and probably 2016

. Continuation of research on migration/wintering by means of
new geolocators (2016-2017)

. Support of fieldwork in Africa (ACROLA u.a.)

4. Translocation Feasibility study

Suggested priorities of international AW conservation

. Development of economically sustainable methods of fen mire
management and biomass use (esp. in Belarus + Ukraine)

. Translocation pilot project, connected with habitat improvement in
Pomerania and ,stepping stones” in central Poland

. Monitoring of AW productivity through ringing in France/Spain

4. Approaches to initiate/support AW habitat conservation in Africa
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Poland: Janusz Kloskowsku J arek Krogulec Grzegor'z K|l Jan Lars Lachmann, Piotr
Marczakiewicz, Andrzej Dyrcz; Belarus: Alexander Kozulin, Viktar Fenchuk,
Uladzimir Malashevich, Olegh Pareyko, Luba Vergeichik, Arkady Skuratovich;
Belgium: Norbert Roothaert; France: Bruno Bargain, Julien Foucher, Arnaud
LeNevé, Germany: Karl Schulze-Hagen, Benedikt GieBing, Sebastian Korner, Sven
Baumung, Hans-Giinther Bauer, Jiirgen Jebram, Tanja Leinweber, Torsten
Ryslavy, Volker Salewski, Franziska Tanneberger, Cosima Tegetmeyer, Susanne
Arbeiter; Latvia: Oskars Keiss; Lithuania: Zymantas Morkvenas, Zydrunas
Preiksa, Arunas Pranaitis, Renatas Jakaitis; Russia: Mikhail Kalyakin, Serge;|
Tsibulin, Sergej Soloviev, Vladimir Morozov; Ukraine: Anatoly Poluda, Igor
Gorban; Hungary: Zsolt Végvadry; Senegal: Ibrahima Diop, Indega Bindia



