
Ready Louisiana is a bi-partisan, statewide coalition of over 60 business, advocacy and community organizations, as well as  
early care and education professionals, parents and citizens, all seeking to ensure our state makes  

sufficient investment in quality, affordable early care and education. 
www.readylouisiana.org  

 
 
  

The NEED:   
 

• INCREASE FUNDING for the Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) in House Bill 105, the State Budget Bill, 
which has passed the House and is now before the Senate.  

o Currently House Bill 105 only adds $4.8 million for the Child Care Assistance Program.*  
o The Governor has proposed an additional $4.3 million.  
o Combined, this will serve only 1100 of the 5500 children on the CCAP waitlist 

§ $2.3 million to raise the rates for the current 15,000 seats (as Louisiana is under corrective action 
by the federal government  to do so) 

§ $2.5 million for 408 seats at the new rate.  
o The remaining NEED:  4400 additional children on the waitlist who desperately need early care and 

education services,  which will  cost $27 million more.   (4400 more children at $6124/child)   
o Even if we fund every child on the waitlist, we will only be serving around 20,000 children—HALF of 

the  number we were serving 10 years ago.   
 

Why Invest in Early Care and Education?  
 

o The Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) provides subsidies to parents who are working or in 
school so that they can access quality, reliable care for their young children.   

o In Louisiana, two-thirds of children birth through age five have both parents, or their single parent, in 
the workforce.   

o Yet, child care costs almost as much as a public college tuition, over $7500/year.  Even at that cost, 
child care teachers earn half of what Kindergarten teachers earn. 

o CCAP provides subsidies to assist their parents to access high quality care. 
o 80% of brain development happens from birth through age 3, so it is critical that children are in high 

quality early care and education settings.   
o Children who begin school behind generally stay behind, and over 40% of children in Louisiana begin school 

behind.  
o Yet, LA has cut CCAP from serving almost 40,000 children ten years ago to only 15,000 today.  
o Businesses are affected. Child care issues have a substantial impact on workforce productivity.  

§ Child care issues cost Louisiana employers $816 million a year and result in a $1.1 billion loss 
annually for Louisiana’s economy.  

o According to a recent poll, likely Louisiana voters strongly favor increasing state funding for quality 
child care to benefit working families, including over 50% of likely voters in each region of the state, and 
50% of conservatives, 70% of moderates and 86% of liberals.   

§ In fact, a majority of likely voters said they would vote to re-elect their state legislator if they voted 
to increase funding for child care.   

o House Bill 105 appropriately provides substantial new funding to other areas of education: $120 million in 
new dollars for schools K-12, $36 million in new dollars for Higher Ed. 

§ BUT only $4.8 million for education for children birth to three.   
o Thank you for your serious consideration of our request. 

 
*Note: House Bill 105 does also contain $4 million in new dollars for the LA 4 Pre-K Program in schools to cover Pre-K slots for 4 year olds 
expiring due to loss of federal funds.    
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