
KTA Coffee Break is a new employee Q & A series 

designed to give everyone an opportunity to know 
our staff better.  Our people make us amazing.

I HAD THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO SIT DOWN WITH JESSICA 
MAHN, AN ELECTRICAL ENGINEER AND LIGHTING 
DESIGN SPECIALIST AT KTA.   I WAS INTERESTED 
TO HEAR THE PERSPECTIVE OF A FEMALE IN A 
MALE-DOMINATED INDUSTRY.   SHE THRIVES IN HER 
ENVIRONMENT WITH AN EASE I WOULD ATTRIBUTE 
TO HER SUNNY PERSONALITY.  HER ABILITY TO MAKE 
CLIENT RELATIONSHIPS IN TO FRIENDSHIPS IS NO 
MYSTERY.  I LEFT OUR INTERVIEW THINKING THAT SHE 
AND I SHOULD BECOME BETTER FRIENDS. 

Q:  When did you decide you wanted to be an 
Engineer?  Why?
Jessica: I think I first decided when I was graduating 
from high school, because I was good at Math and 
I was directed toward engineering.  I didn’t even 
know what it was or what I was getting in to, but I 
went into general engineering and then went from 
there.

Q:  Where did you go to school?
Jessica: I went to the University of Colorado.  I am 
from Colorado.  They have an A/E Engineering pro-
gram at the University of Colorado where I focused 
on lighting design.

Q:  What was your first engineering job?
Jessica: A company called ME Engineers in Colo-
rado. They do Stadium designs all over the country.  
The first big stadium I worked on was the New York 
Mets’ Citi Field. It’s still my favorite project that I’ve 
worked on, to this day.

Q: If you were NOT an engineer, what would 
you be?
Jessica: I would love to do something artistic like 
become a fashion designer, a baker where I would 
get to decorate cakes and cookies, or a chef.

Q: Greatest achievement so far?
Jessica: The first thing that comes to mind is my two 
kids.  Just being a mom has been a huge achieve-
ment in my life, and then add to that being able to 
also have a career.  I’m very proud of that. 

Q:  What do you see as the key to Work-Life 
balance?
Jessica: Staying positive, working out to reduce 
stress (love Orange Theory and yoga), and trying to 
get as much sleep as possible!
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Q:  What are your thoughts on being a Woman 
Engineer?
Jessica: I like being a woman in our field.  There are 
a lot of men in engineering, so I feel like it brings a 
new perspective, and I enjoy it.  Also, a lot of our 
clients are women, so I get to work with a lot of very 
smart and very talented women every day.  Not only 
are they amazing mentors that I have learned a lot 
from, but I feel like I’ve made a lot of good friends.

Q: Best thing you’ve ever eaten?
Jessica: It would be the Firecracker roll at Sushi 
Zanmai in Boulder, Colorado – or the cheeseburger 
at Cherry Cricket in Denver – both are amazing!

Q: Favorite place you’ve travelled?
Jessica: I’m debating between two. The first would 
be Africa where I went on a safari for two weeks in 
Botswana, Zambia and Zimbabwe. We saw amazing 
wildlife, canoed down the Zambezi River, and were 
even charged at by elephants. It was such a unique 
and amazing trip.  The second is Baldface Lodge 
in Nelson, BC where my husband and I took a 
helicopter into a ski lodge and spent a week snow 
cat skiing in the middle of the mountains in Canada. 
It was some of the best snowboarding I have ever 
done!

Q: What is your favorite hobby?
Jessica: Golfing is something I really enjoy.  
Snowboarding is also so fun.  Our family still goes 
back to Colorado to see family and snowboard.

Q: Any special/unique talents?
Jessica: I can play the guitar and the piano.  I grew 
up playing instruments.  During the Pandemic we 
have been having neighborhood jam sessions in the 
street.  It’s been fun.

Q: Name one thing people wouldn’t guess 
about you.
Jessica: In these times of COVID – I found out that 
I am a pretty good barber/ hairdresser after cutting 
my husband’s, son’s, and daughter’s hair.

Q: If you could choose a Superpower what 
would it be?
Jessica: I would like to be able to travel back in time.  
I could see my two children as little babies again.  


