February 1. 2018

Mr. Anthony Onorato

Chair

Scientific Working Group on DNA Analysis Methods
¢/o FBI Laboratory

Chicef. DNA Support Unit

2501 Investigation Parkway

Quantico, VA 22133

Dear Tony:

At their January 2018 mecting, the NDIS Procedures Board discussed a pending
submission of a request to approve a Next Generation Sequencing (NGS) kit

In the past, the NDIS Procedures Board has referred 1o the Seientific Working Group on
DNA Analysis Methods (SWGDAMs) validation and interpretation guidelines in establishing
data aceeptance standards for technologies that are not in mainstream use by forensic DNA
laboratories. One example of this is illustrated in Section 4.3 of the NDIS Operational
Procedures Manual relating to Standards for Acceptance ol Mitochondrial DNA Records at
NDIS which requires compliance with the SWGDAM Interpretation Guidelines for
Mitochondrial DNA Analysis by Forensic DNA Laboratories (available at
Bips: www.Abigov tile-repository ndis-procedures-manual-s erd=approv ed -G 2720 16, pdt view).
The validation and Interpretation guidelines dev L]()]')u.l and approv ed by ‘n\\ (II) AM lor
cmerging lorensic DNA techniques and technologies provide invaluable guidance o the DN A
community and are used by the NDIS Procedures Board 1o establish minimum criteria tor the
acceptance of DNA data using these new technigues/technologices,

In this instance. the NDIS Procedures Board noted that there are currently no
interpretation guidelines for the autosomal or mitochondrial results generated from NGS Kits. In
the absence of such interpretation gaidelines (for establishing the minimum NDIS acceptance
criteria), the NDIS Procedures Board cannot approve a kit for use at NDIS. Accordingly. us
Chair and on behalf of a unanimous NDIS Procedures Board. we request SWGDAM s carliest
consideration of the development. and approval. of autosomal and mitochondrial interpretation
guidelines for NGS results,

We appreciate your consideration of this request and look forward 1o SWGDAM's
interpretation guidelines for autosomal and mitochondrial DNA data generated by NGS.
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