Start of Year Newsletter 2016

Welcome back to all our families and a particular warm welcome to the new families who have joined our school community this year. We hope you found the Christmas break both relaxing and enjoyable and you are fully refreshed for 2016.
No doubt some New Year’s resolutions and goals have been made, so good luck as you work towards achieving those. 
We hope you have all enjoyed the stunning weather we have had over the break. It has been wonderful to see the children so enthusiastic to come back to school! (There were a few happy parents as well!) The teachers have been hard at work planning activities
that will engage them and meet their learning needs.
Remember to always read the weekly newsletter to see what events and activities your child will be involved in. Our school roll starts out at 270. If you have a preschooler at home and you live in Totara Park and have not yet enrolled them at school please do so as soon as possible.
A huge thank you to all parents and caregivers who have purchased their stationery and mathletics. The children love starting in their new books and having them means the classes can get into their work programs straight away.
Mathletics is a compulsory cost as this resource is utilized both in the classroom and at home. Please ensure this is paid promptly.
There has been a lot in the news lately about school donations. These are voluntary payments but are extremely valuable to the school as they provide a supplementary fund that we are able to spend directly on our students. The Ministry grant we receive is in a large part used up in the operating costs of the school.
Our school donations are set at $100 per child. They have been at this level for over 7 years. Last year for our 330 students less than 30% paid donations. It would be great if we could increase this figure in 2016.

Contact Details
If your contact details have changed over the holidays please notify the office ASAP so we can update our records.

The 2016 staffing is made up of the following;
Principal; Joel Webby
Deputy Principal; Ms Pat Armishaw
Assistant Principal; Ms Margaret O’Riley
Maunga Syndicate; (Year 5 & 6) Leader Ms Pat Armishaw, Miss Becky Warner and Mr Ben Appleyard.
Ngahere Syndicate; (Year 3 & 4) Leader Mr David Chalmers, Miss Gemma Clancy,  Ms Monique Harlen, Mrs Laila Brewerton  and Mrs Helga Grant.
Takutai Syndicate; (Year 1 &2) Leader Ms Margaret O’Riley, Mrs Janna Thom, Miss Lisa Clifford and Mrs Michele Marston. 
Part time teacher  Mrs Andie Ahern
Reading Recovery Teacher Mrs Diane Ross
Teacher Aides; Mrs Wendy Thompson, Mrs Bernice Bowman, Ms Karen Speedie Mrs Sara Dyer, Mrs Trish Batie, Mrs Nicky Miles and Mr Sheridan Rangihuna.


Office Manager and Principals 
Secretary; Mrs Carol Hunt
Office Assistant; Mrs Wendy Thompson
Caretaker; Mr Terry Hunt 

As part of our inquiry unit around Identity last year our blocks/syndicates have been renamed:
S Block = Maunga (Mountains)
M Block = Ngahere (Bush)
J Block = Takutai (Coast)
These names recognize our environment and the learning journey our students embark on at Totara Park School. We have done away with class numbers and the classes are busy choosing their own names for the year. We have some exciting new signage arriving soon.


General Information
Our School Day: 
8.55—5 minute warning bell—children need to be organised for the day and ready for fitness. 
9.00—Bell for the beginning of the day.
10.30—morning tea
10.45—warning bell—5 mins to go to the toilet, get a drink, come from the field etc
10.50—second bell rings—all children go to class.
 
12.30—lunch time
1.25—warning bell—5 mins to go to the toilet, get a drink, come from the field etc.
1.30—second bell rings
2.55—Kool Kidz bell.
3.00—Bell for the end of the day.
N.B the school grounds are open from 8.15am and the classrooms from 8.30am.
Parents are asked to ensure their children have left the school grounds by 3.15pm




Term Overview
Next week we will send out our term calendar for your fridge. Term one is always a busy one and this year is no exception. Please take note of the events on the calendar and write on new ones as you are informed of them.

Run For Miles
Totara Park School’s Running Club (RFM) operates every Friday morning during school terms from 7.30 – 8.15am. Run For Miles will be starting up again on Friday 12th February. They meet outside the school hall at 7.30 sharp, ready to start running at 7.35. The front gate will be open from 7.30, come rain or shine. 

Hats
Please remember the school policy that sun hats are compulsory this term. Please send your child/ren to school with a named hat. NO HAT – NO PLAY.

Child Absence
Please contact the school when your child is absent. This can be done by ringing the school office (5266286).

Visitors Book/Sign out of student book
We operate a ‘visitors’ book at the school office. Please come in and sign the book if you are at school for any reason or the sign out student book if you are taking your child/ren out of school.

Home and School
We are very fortunate to have an active group of parents who work hard to benefit our school. The Home and School helps to raise funds for school facilities and events. New parents are most welcome.






Biking to School:
It’s great to see so many children starting the year biking to school. Our school policy indicates that only Year 5 and 6 children should be riding their bikes unsupervised and of course they must wear an appropriate helmet. Bikes are to be left in the bike racks. This is also the place for scooters to be parked. 

Library
After a year locked in the hall we are excited that our library is nearly up and running again! Students will soon be able to borrow books and visit the library during class time.

Joel Webby
Principal
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Please read and return the attached forms to school ASAP if applicable.
