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Media Release 
 
Wednesday 20 February, 2019  
 

New England Solar Farm project plans refined in planning application 

As a result of nearly a year of environmental studies and extensive community engagement, a number 

of refinements are being proposed for the New England Solar Farm project.  

The changes were included in the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the solar farm that was 

recently submitted to the NSW Department Planning and Environment for assessment. 

Experienced renewable energy developer UPC Renewables Australia is proposing to develop the New 
England Solar Farm across three separate solar fields located about six kilometres east of Uralla.  

Once fully constructed, the project of around 700 megawatts (MW) of capacity is expected to produce 
enough clean, renewable electricity to power more than 250,000 typical NSW homes.  

UPC Renewables Australia Head of Solar Development Killian Wentrup said the local community had 

helped improve the final proposal submitted to the NSW Government. 

“We’ve been meeting with local residents, land owners, neighbours and business and community 

leaders for the past 12 months to hear their views on the solar farm,” Mr Wentrup said. 

“We want to be a good neighbour and we want the solar farm to be a valued part of the Uralla 

community. 

“The feedback from the local community has helped us refine our plans and make the solar farm the 

best it can be.” 

The major refinements are expected to significantly reduce the visibility of the solar farm for local 

residents as well as minimise or avoid environmental impacts. These changes include: 

• Southern array footprint reduced by about 50 percent, including the removal of the area on the 

northern side of Salisbury Waters 

• The central and northern arrays have been reduced by 20 to 30 percent 

• Avoiding high priority areas of Blakely’s Red Gum and Yellow Box grassy woodland; and 

• Avoiding a number of significant Aboriginal and European heritage sites. 

The EIS also includes plans to install a Battery Energy Storage System that could provide up to 200MW of 

capacity for two hours of stored renewable energy to dispatch during peak demand periods. 

Combined with the generating capacity of the solar farm, this would make a major contribution to 

meeting Australia’s international climate change obligations as well as helping to bolster energy security 

for NSW. 

Mr Wentrup said independent analysis also showed that the solar farm would support economic growth 

and jobs for the local and regional economies. 
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“The solar farm will create up to 500 direct jobs and up to another 200 jobs if the battery system is 

installed, he said. 

“Our investment in the solar farm will also have a positive flow on effect for the local economy in Uralla 

and other regional towns including Armidale and Tamworth. 

“Economic modelling conducted as part of the EIS suggests the flow on effects could be substantial. The 

money spent by workers during construction will boost household incomes in the region and this will 

continue over the life of the solar farm as a result of activities related to operations and maintenance.” 

A Community Benefit Sharing Initiative developed jointly with UPC Renewables and a local community 

reference group was developed as part of the solar farm proposal. 

Under that initiative, UPC will provide funding of $250 for every MW of power generating capacity 
installed at the New England Solar Farm, or around $150,000 to $200,000 a year over 25 years.  

It could help fund community projects such as a no interest loan scheme for energy efficiency measures, 
funding for education scholarships and schools as well as a community grants program.  

The NSW Department Planning and Environment has placed the New England Solar Farm EIS on public 
exhibition for 30 days starting from Wednesday February 20 . It can be accessed on the Department’s 
major projects website or via the New England Solar Farm website.  

Community members can also get more information or ask questions about the project on the New 
England Solar Farm Facebook page.  

If the solar farm is approved by the Department of Planning and Environment construction could begin 
in the second half 2019. 

 

 

 

  

https://www.newenglandsolarfarm.com.au/
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About UPC Renewables Australia 

UPC Renewables Australia is owned by UPC Renewables and AC Energy. 

 

 

 

UPC Renewables Group is a leading worldwide renewable developer with more than 20 years of global 
experience pioneering and building world-class wind and solar projects. UPC formed companies have 
developed more than 3,500 MW of operating wind and solar projects with an investment value of over 
USD 5 billion and has a development pipeline of more than 5,000 MW.  

UPC has a proven successful history of being an early entrant in new markets with advanced technology 
and creative local business strategies, helping countries accelerate their renewable energy 
developments. UPC Renewables Group together with AC Energy, a subsidiary of multinational group 
Ayala Corporation, own UPC Renewables Australia. 

 

 

AC Energy is the energy platform of Ayala, one of the largest business groups in the Philippines. 

AC Energy is one of the fastest growing energy companies with over $1 billion of invested and 
committed equity in renewable and thermal energy in the Philippines and around the region.  

The company aspires to exceed 5GW of attributable capacity and generate at least fifty percent of 
energy from renewables by 2025. 

 

 

 

Media Contact: Anthony O’Brien 0407 264 727.  
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