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Media Release 
Friday 12 April, 2019  
 

Changes to New England Solar Farm proposal 

The southern section of the proposed New England Solar Farm has now been deferred from the current 

development application to allow the rest of the project to progress while further discussions with 

neighbouring land owners take place. 

UPC Renewables Australia submitted its Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and Development 
Application (DA) for the solar farm development to the NSW Government earlier this year, proposing a 
720 megawatt (MW) solar farm across three solar fields about six kilometres east of Uralla. 

It is currently in the process of preparing its response to submissions report, following an exhibition 
period for public submissions, which ended last month. 

UPC Renewables Australia Head of Solar Development Killian Wentrup said the NSW Department of 
Planning and Environment had been informed that the southern array – the smallest of the three 
sections - would be removed from the development application. 

“We are continuing with our plans to develop the Northern and Central arrays under the current EIS and 
DA and we hope to begin site works by the end of the year,” Mr Wentrup said. 

“Solar PV technology is continuing to improve. The panels that we are likely to use for the project now 
have a higher watt rating and with greater use of the remaining areas within the project’s development 
footprint we are still targeting a generating capacity of around 700 MW.” 

“The New England Solar Farm will still produce enough clean renewable energy to power around 
250,000 typical NSW homes, generate hundreds of jobs during construction and inject millions of dollars 
into the local and regional economy over its 30 year life.” 

“We have been discussing our proposal with the local community for the past 12 months and the 
feedback and support we’ve received has helped improve our plans. 

“UPC intends on being a long term investor and a good neighbour and we recognise that there are still 
some concerns from a small number of neighbouring land owners near the Southern Array.  

“We will take the time to discuss the concerns relating to the Southern Array with the community and 
try to resolve the key issues. A separate application for a solar development involving the Southern 
Array area may be lodged at a future point in time once this has taken place.” 

“We look forward to moving forward on the current development application for the Northern and 
Central arrays in the meantime” he said. 

 

 

Media Contact: Anthony O’Brien 0407 264 727.  
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About UPC Renewables Australia 

UPC Renewables Australia is owned by UPC Renewables and AC Energy. 

 

 

 

UPC Renewables Group is a leading worldwide renewable developer with more than 20 years of global 
experience pioneering and building world-class wind and solar projects. UPC formed companies have 
developed more than 3,500 MW of operating wind and solar projects with an investment value of over 
USD 5 billion and has a development pipeline of more than 5,000 MW.  

UPC has a proven successful history of being an early entrant in new markets with advanced technology 
and creative local business strategies, helping countries accelerate their renewable energy 
developments. UPC Renewables Group together with AC Energy, a subsidiary of multinational group 
Ayala Corporation, own UPC Renewables Australia. 

 

 

AC Energy is the energy platform of Ayala, one of the largest business groups in the Philippines. 

AC Energy is one of the fastest growing energy companies with over $1 billion of invested and 
committed equity in renewable and thermal energy in the Philippines and around the region.  

The company aspires to exceed 5GW of attributable capacity and generate at least fifty percent of 
energy from renewables by 2025. 

 

 

 


