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I am excited to write the wel-
come address for Exponential 
Educationô first ever installment 
of our new monthly newsletter. 
There is so much going on in 
our communities in Africa to-

day that I know I speak for our 
entire team around the globe 
when I say that we cannot wait 
to find out what 2014 holds for 
us.  

To bring all of you, our loyal 
supporters, up to speed: 
throughout the latter part of 
2013 Expo underwent a tripling 
in size and a bit of restructur-
ing. Led on the ground in Gha-
na by our fearless Director of 
Operations Mr. Spencer Camp-

bell, directed by the diverse 
group of men and woman on 
our board who each brings a 
unique insight and perspective 
to Expoôs goals and mission, 
and supported by a world class 
team of specialists across nu-
merous time zones, our group 

of newest program managers 
are spreading out across the 
Ashanti Region of Ghana, 
teaching leadership and life 
skills to the students who need 
it most, making secondary edu-
cation accessible to those who it 
would otherwise be prematurely 
joining the labor force and sup-

porting young teachers in 
adopting new innovative teach-
ing techniques. We could not be 
more impressed with the hard 
work and dedication of our 
team in Ghana which I think is 
matched only by the excitement 
and eagerness of the students in 

the communities they serve to 
learn. Today, we are thrilled to 
announce that our reach has 
impacted over 1500 students 
since its beginnings in 2010. 

Nearly 14 years ago the world 
gathered in New York to set the 

eight targets we now see as the 
Millennium Development 
goals. One of these, the most 
near and dear to my heart, was 
working together to provide 
universal access to primary 

education. As we near this self
-set deadline of 2015 much 
work still needs to be done but 
entering the conversation of 
access to education is the topic 
of quality of education. If a 
student is in school but is not 
learning than we are still fail-
ing. Unfortunately this is 

something we see all too often 
all across Ghana. When we 
first enter a community and 
begin to assess the junior high 
students (usually aged around 
13-17) more often than not we 
find that a majority of the kids 
can not complete simple addi-

tion and subtraction problems, 
much less multiply and divide 
or read and write in either 
English or their native lan-
guage, Twi. Despite the com-
plexities of this problem and 
the challenges that lie ahead I 
am beyond proud to be part of 

an organization that is working 
at multiple levels to bring ac-
cess, quality, and opportunity 
in education to students across 
a region that is thirsty for 
change.  

I want to welcome all of you, 
our supporters, our friends, 
and our families, to our news-
letter, and invite you to also 
feel proud of the work we have 
all been able to do together. 
There is strength in numbers 

and without the constant back-
ing all of you provide, each in 
your own way, we have been 
able to create amazing change 
in the lives of hundreds of 
kids. I want each of you to 
know that your contributions, 

in whatever form, are immensely appreciat-
ed and essential to the work are all doing 
together.  

With that said, I invite you to follow along 

each month as you meet each of our pro-
gram managers and many of our students 

from across the Ashanti Region. We have 

big plans for this year, many of which are 

already in the works, so we hope you will 

stay tuned as we share stories with you.  

Sincerely, 

Amber Shevin and Helen Gradstein 

February 2014 
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My name is Stephanie Grace Jones 

(now Akua Grace) and Iôm new to 

Ghana, if not new to Exponential Edu-

cation.  For the past few months, Iôve 

been helping Expo with some fund-

raising work from my home base in 

Virginia, near Washington, D.C.  Two 

weeks ago, I arrived in Ghana to help 

Expo with their tutoring programs as a 

Program Manager.  I will be working 

with the JSS and SSS schools in the 

town of Antoa, about 30 km east of 

Kumasi. 

 

Although I was happy to help Expo 

from the United States, the lure of ex-

periencing our programs in-person was 

an opportunity I couldnôt pass up.  Iôve 

never travelled in the developing 

world before and am thrilled to do so 

now as part of Exponential Educa-

tionôs team.  My program officially 

begins this Friday, and Iôm hoping to 

meet with my SSS tutors tomorrow to 

establish our meeting time and discuss 

expectations.  Thankfully, Matt Hot-

mer worked in the Antoa schools last 

term and therefore has a good crop of 

tutors ready to help with our program 

again.  Weôve already met with the 

JSS headmaster to request his help 

identifying the students who most need 

our help ï I may meet with him again 

before Friday to make sure all of the 

arrangements are in place for the pro-

gram to start.   

 

I feel fortunate to have had two 

weeks in Ghana before the begin-

ning of my program to acclimate to 

the climate and culture.  Having left 

D.C. under a sheet of snow, my 

arrival in Ghana was a minor shock 

to my system.  Now my body has 

fully adjusted to believing it is sum-

mer, and the weather is not unlike 

August in Virginia.  The cultural 

adjustment has taken longer, moved 

more slowly, and is undoubtedly 

still in progress. 

 

I can say with confidence that the 

rumors are true: Ghanaians really 

are exceptionally friendly.  Even the 

most reserved, shy visitor to Ghana 

would have difficulty not making 

friends.  Iôm already losing count of 

the number of times Iôve been lost 

(or just looked lost) in Kumasi, An-

toa, or anywhere in between, and 

received multiple offers of guidance 

from strangers who seem simply 

happy to help.  The whole town of 

Antoa has welcomed me with open 

arms, and I find language tutors 

everywhere.  No one wants to let 

me go without practicing my Twi, 

for which I am extremely grateful 

(if a little embarrassed by my igno-

rance).  Iôm learning quickly. 

 

While Iôm a little nervous to finally get 

my program off the ground, Iôm look-

ing forward to meeting all of the kids 

on Friday.  The JSS students will need 

to take their pre-test to determine what 

levels of proficiency weôre starting 

with, and then Iôll be able to discuss 

important areas of focus with the SSS 

tutors.  Hopefully another post will 

follow this one to report on our activi-

ties and progress.  Until then, Iôll be 

here in Antoa, getting lost and forget-

ting Twi.ðStephanie Jones, Program 

Manager, Kwabre-East School District 
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Stephanie & an SHS Expo Tutor 
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Name: Jessica Keeton 

Age: 24 

From: Farragut, Iowa 

University: Simpson College, Iowa 

Community Name: Dondometend 

Region: Upper West 

Arrived in Ghana: September 2012 

 School: Dondometend Junior High School 

School Population: 180 

Most Memorable Moment in Ghana: 

I think the most rewarding and the most memorable 
is seeing my students succeedéand smile. When 

they come to me for help, encouragement, or just to 

thank me, that makes this whole experience worth-

while. 
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Jessica at work 

Why Did you Join The Peace Corps?  

I joined the Peace Corps because I wanted to make a dif-

ference in the world, big or small.  I love Gandhiôs quote 
ñBe the change you wish to see in the world.ò  I want to 

live up to that quote and do everything I can to make the 

world a better place.  I also love learning about new cul-

tures and traveling.  So all of those combined helped me 

decide to join the Peace Corps. 

 

Who inspires you? 

Like I said before, Gandhi inspired me to make a differ-

ence in this world.  My family has also inspired me.  They 

have supported me through everything, and when I told 

them about joining Peace Corps, they were so proud and 

wanted me to make the most of this crazy adventure. 

 

Why did you want to run an Exponential Education 

Program at your school?  

I have fallen in love with my students.  And I want more 

than anything for them to succeed.  I believe that through 
Exponential Education, this can happen.  They are so moti-

vated to learn and to pass their exams, they are willing to 

do anything.  I have so much hope and belief in them.  I 

want to do everything I can to help them succeed. 

 

 

 

 

Have you run any similar programs before?  

I have done after school tutoring at my school before.  It 

was just me and maybe 15 students.  We would meet 3 

times a week, and I would let them ask me any Mathemat-
ics question they had, and I would do my best to ex-

plain/teach them.  We had a lot of fun, and those students 

had some of the highest Mathematics scores on their 

BECE exams.  

 

What other project or programs have you been doing 
with your community?  

School library, school garden, spelling club, Girlsô Camps, 

malaria activities, school development projects (classroom 

construction, latrine), after school computer classes, health 

classes, HIV/malaria talks. 


