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The Fall 2017 NAFIS Conference was a tremendous success. As usual, there was a large biparti-
san advocacy effort in the name of Impact Aid. The first two days of the conference consisted 
of one reception, two general sessions, and six  breakout sessions that focused not just on 

Impact Aid but a variety of different issues concerning K-12 education. The last day focused on ad-
vocacy as school district representatives went to the Hill and conducted meetings with their congres-

sional delegation – meeting with Members of Congress or 
their staff. 

The first day of the con-
ference went smoothly. 
Many people arrived, 
checked in and attended 
the very first session, the 
“Basics of Impact Aid.” 
This session was vital for 
the new members of the 
NAFIS Family as it ex-
plains exactly why Impact 
Aid exists and how the dis-
tribution of funds is deter-

mined. This session was also important because it gives attendees of the conference a basic point of 
reference when explaining the basics to a Member of Congress or their staff that may not be familiar 
with Impact Aid. This session, along with the Policy and Advocacy 101 session, gave the NAFIS Fam-
ily an advantage in effectively advocating for the program.

The first day also featured the first general session. This session 
included remarks from the President of NAFIS, Dr. Jim Sarruda, 
Superintendent of Northern Burlington County Regional School 
District in New Jersey, passing the gavel from Past President 
Sandy Doebert to Sarruda, as well as a sponsor message from the 
National Math + Science Initiative. Next was a welcome from 
the Executive Director of NAFIS, Hilary Goldmann, who gave a 
warm welcome, explaining 
the theme of the conference 
-- “Back to Basics; Mov-
ing Forward” -- to move 
forward with progress and 
strong advocacy. The next 
presenter was the Director 

of Communications at NAFIS, Bryan Jernigan, with informa-
tion about the FISEF Good Idea Grants. FISEF does a wonderful 
job providing grants to teachers inside the classroom educating 
federally impacted students. Next up was the Director of Policy 
& Advocacy, Jocelyn Bissonnette, with a legislative update about 
Impact Aid. Lastly was Washington insider Stan Collender, also IM
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From the Desk of Executive Director Hilary Goldmann

Halloween and Taxes...
Payment Update

DEPARTMENT WATCH

Membership Corner
A second NAFIS membership invoice will be sent in early November, in case your district hasn’t 

already renewed its membership. I encourage you to make your accounting office aware of it so your 
district’s membership doesn’t lapse. If you’ve already renewed your membership, thank you, and 
welcome back! 

If you’ve been waiting to pay the invoice, now is the time to do so. This second invoice is the last 
one your district will recieve, and if it is not paid, membership benefits including newsletters will 
end December 31, 2017. If your district has any question as to whether it has renewed, please call 
me at 202-624-3612. 

In December, new and renewing NAFIS members will receive a member fulfillment packet.  Also, 
I’ll be sending an email reminder to update your membership information through Treeno. Your 
updated records will be automatically uploaded to the NAFIS database. 

Happy Holidays, and thanks again for considering NAFIS membership.Lynn Watkins

Halloween was this week! My street 
was transformed into a destination 
for “trick or treaters” of all ages.  

My neighbors decorate their yards with 
spiders, lights, fog machines, bonfires and 
more. Children (and parents) trick or treat 
in store-bought costumes with eager faces 
expecting more than one piece of candy per 
doorbell. What happened to the days when 
a sheet with two holes for eyes would make 
do for a costume and one piece of candy 
per house was a huge haul? The only deco-
rations at my house growing up were our 
hand carved pumpkins and the unfortunate 
mouse our cat brought home and left for a 
present on our front steps.  

I enjoy the fact that Halloween is a neigh-
borhood and community event. However, 
what strikes me is the disposable income 
that exists to purchase all of this parapher-
nalia. When I was growing up in a similar 
socio-economic area to where I currently 
live, we could not afford these trimmings.  
I know my thoughts about Halloween con-
sumption are not scientific, however this 
spending could be a sign of increasing val-
ue of the housing stock resulting in higher 
property tax collections and certainly local 
governments are collecting more in sales 
tax with all of these Halloween purchases.  

The public schools where I live will ben-
efit from this added revenue – property tax 
and sales tax – but those school districts  
located a few counties over that are feder-
ally impacted will not. As the economy im-
proves with the end of the great recession, 
federally impacted school districts contin-
ue to slip financially in comparison to their 
neighbors that benefit from a more robust 
tax base. Which leads me to tax reform, a 
main focus for congressional leaders and 
the administration, and the outcome of 
which will likely impact public school fi-
nancing.  

Revising the tax code is top on the Con-
gressional agenda this November. Con-
gress has passed the FY 18 budget resolu-
tion, a non-binding budget framework 
that sets overarching targets for spending, 
which includes reconciliation instructions 
to advance tax reform. The reconciliation 
instructions allow the tax reform pack-
age to increase the deficit by $1.5 trillion 
over a decade. This effort is on a fast track 
(it cannot be filibustered in the Senate) – 
the House anticipates floor debate before 
Thanksgiving, and has a goal of sending a 

final bill to the President for his signature 
before the end of the calendar year.  

NAFIS and other public school advocates 
have been active against using tax reform 
as a vehicle to siphon funding away from 
public schools through tuition tax credits 
and education savings accounts (ESAs).  
At this time, it does not appear these kinds 
of school privatization schemes will be in-
cluded in the tax reform package being dis-
cussed in Congress. However, the signifi-
cant deficit spending that will be required 
to advance tax reform could impact the 
ability of Congress to strike a budget deal 
to raise the caps this year or squeeze overall 
discretionary spending over the long run.

Other ways that changes to the tax code 
could impact school budgets include:

• Changing education-specific tax provi-
sions; 

• Enacting non-tax changes to pay for tax 
changes (history shows that spending cuts 
to domestic discretionary programs are of-
ten enacted after a tax cut package is passed 
to reduce the cost of the tax cuts);

• Changing the state and local tax deduc-
tion, which will affect state and local gov-
ernments’ ability to raise revenue to fund 
education and will also affect property val-
ues; and

• Reducing state revenues as a result of 
Federal tax changes. 

With appropriations for Impact Aid 
mostly stagnant, changes to the Federal tax 
code that reduce local revenue is a double 
hit on federally impacted school districts.  
AASA, The School Superintendents Asso-
ciation, has developed background docu-
ments you may find helpful in further un-
derstanding the impact of tax reform on 
K-12 education.

Although tax reform does not appear 
to become the vehicle for a major school 
privatization initiative, and the Congress 
has rejected the Trump Administration’s 
voucher proposals in the Administration’s  
budget, The Heritage Foundation continues 
to trot out its initiative to turn Impact Aid 
into ESAs. NAFIS continues to be on record 
strongly opposed to this kind of a scheme –
our most recent media release includes the 
following quote:  

“Stripping Impact Aid from public 
schools as a means of creating a new sys-
tem of education savings accounts (ESAs) 
completely misses the point of Impact Aid 

and undermines public schools in this 
country… To privatize Impact Aid into a 
per-student allocation would undermine 
the purpose of concentrating resources in 
school districts where the Federal impact 
and the tax loss are greatest. Draining Im-
pact Aid from public schools negatively im-
pacts students, schools, and taxpayers.”

NAFIS released an issue brief opposing 
privatizing Impact Aid funding entitled, 
Impact Aid Privatization Proposals Under-
mine Public Schools, Burden Taxpayers. 
NAFIS staff are regularly on the Hill meet-
ing with Congressional offices and inform-
ing them that such a proposal would be 
detrimental to students, communities, and 
taxpayers. Because The Heritage Founda-
tion proposal’s main focus is military con-
nected students, NAFIS has reached out to 
several military family-serving organiza-
tions including the Association of the Unit-
ed States Army, Military Child Education 
Coalition and the National Military Family 
Association, among others.  

One of this year’s “must pass” legislative 
issues surrounds the December 8, expira-
tion of the FY 18 Continuing Resolution 
(CR). The Pentagon continues to request 
funding above sequester cap levels and the 
House-passed defense appropriations bill 
aligned with this request. Republicans will 
likely need Democrats to pass a funding 
bill that breaks the budget caps for defense.   
If that is the case, then Democrats should 
have leverage to include sequester relief for 
non-defense discretionary funding in addi-
tion to defense. Congressional leaders have 
started very initial conversations about a 
budget end game to avoid a government 
shutdown and pass a funding bill for FY 
18.  If there is a deal to Raise the Caps, the  
NAFIS Family will have to follow up quick-
ly on all the groundwork we have laid to 
position Impact Aid for a funding increase.  

Here’s to more treats than tricks for the 
end of 2017! 

FY 2019 Applications – The Department 
of Education will publish the FY 2019 applica-
tions for Sections 7002 and 7003 at G5.gov on 
or about December 1.  If you are new to your 
school district or new to preparing the Impact 
Aid applications, you can get started now by 
registering with G5.gov and setting up your 
profile to include your school district’s 6-digit 
Impact Aid number.  If you need assistance 
with your G5 registration, phone the helpdesk 
at 1-888-336-8930. 

Section 7003 FY 2018 Initial Payments 
– The Department of Education received ap-
proximately $245 million for Section 7003 
payments under the Continuing Resolution 
that extends to December 8. With those funds 
the Department has released initial payments 
to 316 applicant LEAs -- $200 million in to-
tal as of October 31. Initial payments are set 
at 50% of LOT and $500 per weighted student 
unit for children with disabilities. If your LEA 
needs an initial payment before December 8, 
and has not yet received one, please contact 
the Department at Impact.Aid@ed.gov.

Section 7003 FY 2017 Payments – The 
Department has released interim FY 2017 
payments to 1,063 LEAs at rates of 80% of 
LOT and $700 per unit for children with 
disabilities. A few LEAs have received an ad-
ditional interim payment at 85% of LOT and 
$1,050 per student unit for children with dis-
abilities. If your school district needs this addi-
tional interim payment now, contact Impact.
Aid@ed.gov to request the increased interim 
payment. The new hold-harmless payment 
adjustments for LEAs that have calculated 
7003(b) payments that are less than 80% of 
their 2016 final payments will not be released 
until the final FY 2017 payment rates are de-
termined. 
The Department of Education has released 

Section 7003(b)(2) Heavily Impacted pay-
ments to 30 LEAs. One additional applicant 
has been determined eligible but is not paid.  

FY 2018 Field Reviews – The Department 
has completed all but a handful of the 186 Sec-
tion 7003 application field reviews. LEAs that 
were reviewed should have received a report 
that identifies any students that were disal-
lowed due to incomplete documents or in-
eligible properties. LEAs have until December 
31, 2017 to resubmit documentation to sup-
port the 2018 application. Do not delay! The 
Department will not accept requests for recon-
sideration of FY 2018 review determinations 
submitted after December 31.

Indian Policies and Procedures (IPPs) – 
The regulations covering IPPs were changed 
effective January 31, 2017. All Impact Aid Sec-
tion 7003 applicants that claim children who 
live on Indian lands must submit IPP docu-
ments that comply with the revised regulations 
with the FY 2019 application due January 31. If 
you missed the recent IPP webinars offered by 
the Department you can contact your assigned 

analyst for assistance. 
Section 7002 Payments – The Department 
is preparing FY 2016 final payments to distrib-
ute $4.9 million remaining for Section 7002. 
These payments will be released by December.  
FY 2018 foundation payments will be released 
after the full appropriation becomes available.  

Section 7007(b) Construction Grants 
– The Department received 22 applications 
eligible for consideration for the Impact Aid 
Discretionary Construction grants under Pri-
ority 1 to remediate emergency health and 
safety conditions. These applications are being 
reviewed and scored by a panel of experienced 
professionals. Awards will be announced in 
February 2018.

Keep ED Updated with your staff 
changes – Did your Impact Aid contact per-
son change over the summer? You can notify 
the Department of additional contact persons 
and staff changes by sending an email to Im-
pact.Aid@ed.gov. 

Keep Up Your DUNS Registration in 
SAM – To receive funds from any Federal 
program, your school district must have its 
DUNS number registered in the System for 
Award Management (SAM). Your SAM regis-
tration must be updated annually. Visit www.
sam.gov for more information on keeping 
your record active.

Stay in the Loop with ED – The Depart-
ment sends out information and tips for Im-
pact Aid applicants on an e-mail listserv. You 
can subscribe to the list at http://www.ed.gov/
about/offices/list/oese/impactaid by clicking 
on the link inside the box labeled “Subscribe 
Now.” You can also mail your questions to Im-
pact.Aid@ed.gov or call the main Impact Aid 
Program number at (202) 260 3858.

mailto:lynn%40nafisdc.org?subject=NAFIS%20Inquiry
http://www.aasa.org/policy-blogs.aspx%3Fid%3D41770%26blogid%3D84002
http://www.aasa.org/policy-blogs.aspx%3Fid%3D41770%26blogid%3D84002
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/423d5a_64d3279631a64b45a5cfbcadb72f428b.pdf
mailto:Impact.Aid%40ed.gov?subject=
mailto:Impact.Aid%40ed.gov?subject=
mailto:Impact.Aid%40ed.gov?subject=
mailto:Impact.Aid%40ed.gov?subject=
mailto:Impact.Aid%40ed.gov?subject=
www.sam.gov
www.sam.gov
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oese/impactaid
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/oese/impactaid
mailto:Impact.Aid%40ed.gov?subject=
mailto:Impact.Aid%40ed.gov?subject=
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...from page 4.

NAFIS Fall Conference, continued...
known as “The Budget Guy,” who spoke on 
the current atmosphere of the budget and 

appropriations process on Capitol Hill. 
Collender was captivating in his address 
and most importantly gave no illusions as 
to the current state of play with regards to 
appropriations.  

The first day also included a session 
for first-time attendees.  There were over 
70 first-time attendees at the conference 
and this session provided new members a 
chance to meet some of the NAFIS Board 
Members, NAFIS staff and Sub-Group 
Leaders  to start building their network. 
There is strength in numbers and increased 
strength occurs when everyone shares the 
same understanding. Goldmann started the 
session by introducing herself and her pas-

sion for being a part of NAFIS. There were 
many meaningful stories shared around the 
circle from a diverse pool of school leaders. 

Also on the second day, there were six 
important breakout sessions such as the 
Impact Aid Electronic Data Count (EDC) 
session run by US De-
partment of Educa-
tion staff. This session 
went over important 
information on how 
to collect the proper 
data with the new sys-
tem to apply success-
fully for Impact Aid. 
The Department also 
facilitated breakout 
sessions on the recent 
regulatory changes to the Indian Policies 
and Procedures, and one that went over the 

s p e c i f i c s 
on how to 
c omp l e t e 
the ap-
p l i c at i on 
for Impact 
Aid for 
those that 
may have 
been new 
to the pro-
gram! The 

ESSA Title IV  funding session discussed 
the many programs that support students’ 

educational needs such as college and 
career counseling, STEM, arts, civ-
ics and International Baccalaureate/
Advanced Placement and technology 
investment that have been bunched 
together. The program was authorized 
at $1.6 billion but is only projected to 
receive $500 million which is not ade-
quate funding for 
the program to 
yield productive 
results. Sarruda 
led the breakout 

session on how he is 
using social media to 
communicate with, 

teachers, parents, 
students and the 
wider communi-
ty in his district. 
With advance-
ments in technology, social media is 
one of the easiest and most effective 
ways to reach constituency bases of a 
wide range of sizes. Finally, there was 
a break out session on National Board 

...from page 1.

COHEN

Certification for teachers to increase stu-
dent outcomes and increase instructional 
capacity of staff.  

The second day of the conference was 
very impactful. At the NAFIS luncheon, the 
keynote speaker was Governor Bob Wise. 
He addressed driving forces of change in 
education, which include but are not lim-
ited to higher expectations, budget pres-
sure, and pressure on teachers. These driv-
ing forces of change originated from the 
newly formed Every Student Succeeds Act 

or ESSA, that put a lot of responsibility of 
the success of the public education system 

back into the hands of 
the districts with the 
requirement that each 
state must submit a 
plan on how they will 
abide by this legislative 
goal, which is ultimate-
ly to increase the suc-
cess of all students. The 
state, logically, must 
look to the districts for 
those answers because 
that is where the prog-

ress is happening in those districts with 
those teachers and children. The governor 
also spoke about a Future-Ready schools 
initiative. 

NAFIS Fall Conference, continued...

Continued on page 5....

The second general session included an 
update from the Acting Assistant Secretary 
of Education, Jason Botel, on where Impact 
Aid stands within the Department of Edu-
cation. He reported that secretary DeVos re-

cently visited a school on Indian lands and 
that she wants to see their success continue. 
American Federation of Teachers’ Assistant 
Director of Government Relations Sarah 
Cohen left attendees with some important 
messaging points opposing school privati-
zation schemes that they could use when 
they met their federally elected officials 
on Capitol Hill the next day. Marilyn Hall, 

Director of the Impact Aid Program Office 
gave an update on funding, applications 
and other timely office updates.    

The third day of the conference was all 
about Hill meetings. There was little to no 

opposition on the talking points when dis-
cussed in each congressional office. Many of 
our members confirmed this at the Hill de-
brief Hilary Goldmann led at the end of the 
Hill day. The members also reported much 
enthusiasm and understanding displayed 
by many Members 
of Congress who are 
strong supporters of 
the Impact Aid pro-
gram.

The conference 
concluded with the 
ending reception 
with everyone gath-
ered in one space 
with great food and 

great music! There were even some dance 
competitions and awards for each winning 
couple. 

Throughout the conference raffle prize 
tickets were sold to benefit the Federally 
Impacted Schools Educational Foundation 

(FISEF) Grand Giveaway and that raffle oc-
curred during the ending reception as well. 
The Spring conference will be held March 
18-20th 2018! 

Check NAFIS Out on Social Media

Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/nafisschools

Twitter: @NAFISSchools

LinkedIn: http://www.linkedin.com, search NAFISSchools

https://www.facebook.com/nafisschools
https://twitter.com/NAFISschools
https://www.linkedin.com/company/563349?trk=tyah&trkInfo=clickedVertical%3Acompany%2CentityType%3AentityHistoryName%2CclickedEntityId%3Acompany_company_563349%2Cidx%3A0
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Last week, NAFIS Director of Policy & Advocacy Jocelyn Bissonnette attended the 2017 Annual Business Meeting of the Military 
Interstate Children’s Compact Commission (MIC3). MIC3 is an interstate agreement among the 50 states and the District of 
Columbia that “addresses key educational transition issues encountered by military families including enrollment, placement, at-

tendance, eligibility and graduation.” 
Many of the 50 state commissioners are NAFIS members or former NAFIS member school district leaders, including current Chair, 

Rosemarie Kraeger, Superintendent of Middletown Public Schools in Rhode Island who hosted this year’s meeting in Providence, RI. In 
addition, NAFIS Subgroup, the Military Impacted Schools Association (MISA), represented by MISA Executive Director Kyle Fairbairn, 
serves as an ex officio commissioner. Other ex officio members are the Department of Defense, National Military Family Association, 
Military Child Education Coalition, and National Federation of State High School Associations. 

The annual meeting brings together the compact commissioners and their des-
ignees, interested stakeholders, 
and school liaison officers (SLOs) 
– who are employed by the servic-
es and serve as a critical conduit 
between military installations and 
school administrators. Aside from 
assisting with the implementation 
of the Compact, SLOs are critical 
to help educate military families 
about the importance of Impact 
Aid funding – especially as it re-
lates to the data collection schools 
are required to complete annually, 
either through the Source Check 
or Parent-Pupil Surveys. The con-
ference included remarks from 
Rhode Island’s State Commis-
sioner of Education and the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, a panel discus-

sion with military parents and students, breakout sessions on Effective State Councils, Managing Compact Cases, and Education and 
Military 101, as well as multiple opportunities for candid discussion and the sharing of best practices among all stakeholders. In addition, 
Fairbairn had an opportunity to update conference attendees about NAFIS and MISA concerns about recent proposals that recommend 
turning Impact Aid into a private school voucher for military families.

“I was so grateful for the invitation to attend this year’s MIC3 conference,” said NAFIS Policy & Advocacy Director Jocelyn Bissonnette. 
The meeting was a fantastic opportunity to connect with NAFIS members outside of the two NAFIS conferences in DC and learn about 
all the ways our public schools work to support the military child. Finally, it was a great experience for me to see the Compact in action, 
learn about challenges and best practices for addressing educational transition issues, and gain a better understanding of the role of both 
school administrators and school liaison officers in implementing the Compact.”

NAFIS Participates in MIC3 Annual Meeting FISEF Good Idea Grant Period Now Open - Deadline December 15

The FISEF Good Idea Grant applications “open period” began 
at the opening of the NAFIS Fall Conference in Washington, 
DC, on September  24. It will close on December 15.

In between those dates, teachers with great ideas (but school dis-
tricts without the budget to fund them) can apply for grants of up to 
$5,000 each. To be the most qualified, applications that stress how 
the projects fit into three issue areas - academics, innovative curricu-
lum and social wellness - will fare best in the grant review process.

Past grantees have included projects like outdoor classrooms, 
bridge-building modules, Pre-K readiness programs, geographic 
heritage studies, art projects, historic mosaic outreach, and kindness 
programs.  Since 2014, FISEF has awarded 14 Good Idea Grants. 

The process to apply is easy! Just a two-page application asking ap-
plicants to explain their project and supply a budget for it. 

Applications are sent to Bryan Jernigan, the FISEF Activities Di-
rector, and to ensure anonymity, he redacts all school district-iden-
tifying information. Once the deadline passes, redacted applications 
are sent to the FISEF Board of Directors. A subset of the directors, 
representing each of the subgroups, reads them and scores them ac-
cording to a rubric included in the grant application and deliberates 

on which grants will be funded.
All FISEF Good Idea Grant applicants are notified if they received 

awards, or are encouraged to reapply in the future, by January 31. 
Awards are sent in the mail each February. If a school district re-
ceives a Good Idea Grant, it can apply again, but only after waiting 
one year after their grant period ends. 

Awardees have a full year to complete their funded projects, and 
along the way, they are required to record video of their projects and 
put together a three-minute evaluation video that will be shown to 
attendees at the NAFIS Spring Conference the year following their 
award. Halfway through the grant year, Jernigan will follow up with 
awardees to check in and see how projects are going, if any hiccups 
are encountered and how video evaluations are progressing.  

“I have watched over the years as FISEF has moved from its in-
fancy to achieving its fundraising goals and now giving back to de-
serving federally impacted school districts in the form of the Good 
Idea Grants,” said Jernigan. “It’s amazing what these school districts 
can do, and FISEF is proud to be able to help awardees.”

If you know of a teacher who could do great things with a $5,000 
grant, please pass along the application found in this link.

NAFIS Calendar
December 2-3, 2017
FISEF Two-Day Workshop
Harrah’s Hotel and Casino
Las Vegas, NV

December 4-5, 2017
NIISA Winter Meeting
Harrah’s Hotel and Casino
Las Vegas, NV

December 6-7, 2017
FISEF Two-Day Workshop
Randolph Field ISD
San Antonio, TX

January 4-5, 2018
FISEF Two-Day Workshop
Embassy Suites Downtown 
OKC/Medical Center
Oklahoma City, OK 

January 6, 2018
FLISA 2018 Winter Meeting
Hyatt Regency Coconut Beach Resort 
Bonita Springs, FL  

March 17, 2018
FISEF  Level 2 Workshop
Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill
Washington, DC

Reauthorization Handbook Now Online

1

IMPACT AID 
REAUTHORIZATION 

HANDBOOK

After many years of delay, Congress finally passed a reauthorization of Impact Aid in 2015 as Title VII of the Every Student 
Succeeds Act. Each time this happens, NAFIS, as a member benefit, authors and updates a new Impact Aid Reauthorization 
Handbook. Just before the NAFIS Fall Conference at the end of September, NAFIS staff completed the latest version of the 

handy resource guide. 
In addition to the full compilation of the Impact Aid law, there are explanations for certain provisions and an exhaustive history of 

Impact Aid.
“The history is a great way for those new to the program to better understand why it 

was created by Congress and how it has changed over time,” said NAFIS Executive Direc-
tor Hilary Goldmann. “Upon reviewing it, readers will find that the program has gone 
through a series of cycles which can give clues as to how to address Impact Aid issues we 
face in the present.”

But it’s the actual law that makes up to bulk of the 70+ page Reauthorization Hand-
book. Not only is there a full accounting of the law, but NAFIS has flagged areas in the 
margins and placed explanations of various aspects of the program in layman’s terms for 
those not used to reading “legalese.”

“We are very proud of this document and believe it will be valuable to our members,” 
said NAFIS Executive Director Hilary Goldmann. “And because it’s now electronic, it can 
become a living document that can be updated each time Congress makes a new change 
to the program.”

NAFIS has placed a link for the Impact Aid Reauthorization Handbook on our website 
so you may always refer to it if you have questions about the program, but we encourage 
members to take a moment to print off a hard copy so you always have it on hand. If you 
have specific questions about the program and can’t find an answer here, the NAFIS staff 
continues to be available to you by phone at 202-624-5455. 

https://www.mic3.net/
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/423d5a_f428db93f94b4566a0d845bcdbc33f82.pdf
mailto:bryan%40nafisdc.org?subject=
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/423d5a_f428db93f94b4566a0d845bcdbc33f82.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/423d5a_e299eb8fe07d4b058d473d67a63bc6b3.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/423d5a_8bbb254dd5a94310ba225e5e005f6666.pdf
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/423d5a_90909f035c5c452883b7dcd7ba4e5507.pdf
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Stephen Lenane
It is hard to believe it is already time to say goodbye to NAFIS. 

It seems like yesterday I packed up my parents’ car, said goodbye 
to my friends, and drove down to Washington DC. These past four 
months have been some of the most amazing and insightful ex-
periences of my college career. Living in DC was a very different 
experience for me. It was my first time living outside of Massachu-
setts, the first time I was more than a 40-minute train ride from my 
family and friends. It helped me grow, become more independent, 
and most importantly, reminded me how much I take those things 
for granted.  

I had the opportunity to not only learn about education policy, 
but apply it to real-life situations every single day, making me a 
better student and future educator. I was able to grow out of my 
comfort zone, see different perspectives, go to fascinating events, 
network with people in my future field, and work on truly engaging 
projects.  I knew, from the moment I first had my interview, NAFIS 
was where I wanted to be.

 I want to express my gratitude to the NAFIS staff, who welcomed 
me, helped me grow, and guided me through the craziness of DC! 
Specifically, I want to thank Jocelyn for being an amazing supervi-
sor, and always being there to give advice, feedback, encourage-
ment and help, without fail, whenever needed. The NAFIS staff and 
community truly are one of the most welcoming communities I 
have ever had the privilege of being part of. 

Though I am sad to be leaving DC, I am excited to go back to 
my home! I am also excited to return to Fitchburg State and share 
some of the great skills I have learned. When I return to campus, 
I will continue to earn my degree in special education, focusing 
on students in grades 5 to 12 with moderate disabilities. I plan to 
pursue my interest in inclusive education, using some of the skills 
I learned here in DC, through observation, practicums, and re-
search. Thank you again to everyone who helped and supported 
me throughout the course of this semester.

Fall Interns Say Goodbye
Isaiah Moore

It has been a truly amazing experience working here at NAFIS. I 
feel my attention to education policy has grown so much. I always 
knew I had a passion for education and education policy but this 
experience has helped me affirm this fact. 

My favorite part about this internship – aside from organizing 
and executing a national conference – would have to be the pleth-
ora of opportunities I have received to improve my attention to 
detail and objective writing. 

I plan on running for office one day and I was telling my intern-
ship supervisor, Jocelyn, about how it is so crucial to be able to 
remain neutral and listen to all sides of an issue. A great leader can 
learn to accommodate more than just his avid followers. I want to 
be the type of leader all people see as at least fair. 

It makes no difference to me whether everyone likes me or not, 
but what does matter is that I stay true to my policy to let everyone’s 
voice be heard. 

This internship has given me the rare opportunity to observe 
Congress up close and personal. This is one of the most historical 
times since the election of Barrack Obama. This Administration 
has some large shoes to fill with the current budget and healthcare 
issues being the topics of much disagreement. 

My time here in D.C was filled with many highs and lows and I 
would not trade a single moment for anything in the world because 
each moment was transformative. When I fell sick and had to buy 
my own medication, it taught me just how lucky I have been to 
be able to have insurance all these years and how every day that is 
something so many depend on to survive. 

I am pushed even more in uniting the people that feel they do 
not matter to use their voice, more importantly practice their civil 
responsibility, and participate in the governing of their own home. 
If you do not take your seat at the table, you will be dismissed from 
the very things you have become accustomed. 

My time here has aided me in becoming more complete, and for 
that, I am truly thankful! 

FISEF TWO-DAY SCHOOL 
BUSINESS OFFICIALS  
WORKSHOP
 DECEMBER 2-3, 2017
HARRAH’S HOTEL AND CASINO
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

Registration
Name:

School District:

Mailing Address:

Phone:

Fax:

Email:

SCHOOL DISTRICT DATA
1. Select all types of Federal Students Served:

Indian
Lands Military Low Rent

Housing          Civilian

2. Avg. daily attendance last year:

3. Select one used to gather information for survey:
Source 
Check

Student 
Survey Both

ATTENDEE DATA
1. Select all of your current responsibilities:

Student
Survey

Impact Aid
Application

             Budgeting for 
         Impact Aid Receipts

2. Select your years of IMPACT AID experience:

0 1-3 4-7 7-10 Over 10

Note: Bring along a pocket calculator.
PAYMENT INFORMATION
Price:                     Circle your payment option:
$495.00 Cash                 Check          P.O

Checks Payable to: 
Federally Impacted Schools Educational Foundation

Send registration/payment/P.O to:
Bryan Jernigan, FISEF, 444 North Capitol Street, NW, Suite 419, Washington, DC 20001 or 
via Fax to: (202) 624-5468

TENTATIVE AGENDA
DAY ONE
8:30AM 
Continental Breakfast

9:00AM Introductions

9:10AM How Much Do You 
Know?

9:30AM Law/regulations 
changes  may aff ect your district.
10:30AM How have 
demographic changes aff ected 
the program?

11:00AM Identifying Eligible 
Students

• Survey/Source Check
• Completing Your Section 

7003 Application
• Begin completing 

Section 7003 application 
for FY2017

12:00PM Lunch (provided)

1:00PM The Payment Formula
• Converting membership 

to ADA - class exercise
• Student Weights
• Local Contribution Rate

 – Calculating 
maximum 
payment

 – Calculating 
disability 
payment

2:30PM Understanding/
Computing LOT Percentage

• Your district’s fi nancial 
profi le

• What fi gures do you 
need?

3:00PM Voucher - What does it 
tell me?

3:30PM Class exercise - 
Calculating a payment.

4:00PM Review 

DAY TWO
9:00AM - Other law provisions
- Equalization
- Understanding Table 9
- Indian Policies and Procedures
- How to apply for construction 
grants
10:00AM - Estimate payment 
with your FY17 application
10:45AM - Payment estimates 
to  voucher
11:15AM - Field Reviews
11:45AM - Questions and 
Answers
12:00PM - Adjourn

4:30PM Adjourn

Cancellations received in 
writing by 11/18/17 will be 
refunded in total; between 
11/18/17 and 11/25/17 
will be refunded 50%; no 
refund thereafter. 
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FISEF TWO-DAY SCHOOL 
BUSINESS OFFICIALS  
WORKSHOP
 JANUARY 4-5, 2018
EMBASSY SUITES DOWNTOWN OKC/MEDICAL CTR
OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA
Instructor: John Forkenbrock

Registration
Name:

School District:

Mailing Address:

Phone:

Fax:

Email:

SCHOOL DISTRICT DATA
1. Select all types of Federal Students Served:

Indian
Lands Military Low Rent

Housing          Civilian

2. Avg. daily attendance last year:

3. Select one used to gather information for survey:
Source 
Check

Student 
Survey Both

ATTENDEE DATA
1. Select all of your current responsibilities:

Student
Survey

Impact Aid
Application

             Budgeting for 
         Impact Aid Receipts

2. Select your years of IMPACT AID experience:

0 1-3 4-7 7-10 Over 10

Note: Bring along a pocket calculator.
PAYMENT INFORMATION
Price:                     Circle your payment option:
$450.00 Cash                 Check          P.O

Hotel: 741 N. Phillips Avenue, Oklahoma City - 405-239-3900

Checks Payable to: 
Federally Impacted Schools Educational Foundation

Send registration/payment/P.O to:
Bryan Jernigan, FISEF, 444 North Capitol Street, NW, Suite 419, Washington, DC 20001 or 
via Fax to: (202) 624-5468

TENTATIVE AGENDA
DAY ONE
8:30AM
Continental Breakfast

9:00AM Introductions

9:10AM How Much Do You 
Know?

9:30AM Law/regulations 
changes  may aff ect your district.
10:30AM How have 
demographic changes aff ected 
the program?

11:00AM Identifying Eligible 
Students

• Survey/Source Check
• Completing Your Section 

7003 Application
• Begin completing 

Section 7003 application 
for FY2017

12:00PM Lunch (provided)

1:00PM The Payment Formula
• Converting membership 

to ADA - class exercise
• Student Weights
• Local Contribution Rate

 – Calculating 
maximum 
payment

 – Calculating 
disability 
payment

2:30PM Understanding/
Computing LOT Percentage

• Your district’s  nancial 
pro le

• What  gures do you 
need?

3:00PM Voucher - What does it 
tell me?

3:30PM Class exercise - 
Calculating a payment.

4:00PM Review 

DAY TWO
9:00AM - Other law provisions
- Equalization
- Understanding Table 9
- Indian Policies and Procedures
- How to apply for construction 
grants
10:00AM - Estimate payment 
with your FY17 application
10:45AM - Payment estimates 
to  voucher
11:15AM - Field Reviews
11:45AM - Questions and 
Answers
12:00PM - Adjourn

4:30PM Adjourn

Cancellations received in 
writing by 12/21/17 will be 
refunded in total; between 
12/21/17 and 12/28/17 
will be refunded 50%; no 
refund thereafter. 

FISEF TWO-DAY SCHOOL 
BUSINESS OFFICIALS  
WORKSHOP
 DECEMBER 6-7, 2017
RANDOLPH FIELD INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS

Registration
Name:

School District:

Mailing Address:

Phone:

Fax:

Email:

SCHOOL DISTRICT DATA
1. Select all types of Federal Students Served:

Indian
Lands Military Low Rent

Housing          Civilian

2. Avg. daily attendance last year:

3. Select one used to gather information for survey:
Source 
Check

Student 
Survey Both

ATTENDEE DATA
1. Select all of your current responsibilities:

Student
Survey

Impact Aid
Application

             Budgeting for 
         Impact Aid Receipts

2. Select your years of IMPACT AID experience:

0 1-3 4-7 7-10 Over 10

Note: Bring along a pocket calculator.
PAYMENT INFORMATION
Price:                     Circle your payment option:
$450.00 Cash                 Check          P.O

Hotel Info: Fairfield Inn & Suites, San Antonio NE, Schertz - LINK - Mention “TAFIS”

Checks Payable to: 
Federally Impacted Schools Educational Foundation 

Send registration/payment/P.O to:
Bryan Jernigan, FISEF, 444 North Capitol Street, NW, Suite 419, Washington, DC 20001 or 
via Fax to: (202) 624-5468

TENTATIVE AGENDA
DAY ONE
8:30AM  
Continental Breakfast

9:00AM Introductions

9:10AM How Much Do You 
Know?

9:30AM Law/regulations 
changes  may affect your district.
10:30AM How have 
demographic changes affected 
the program?

11:00AM Identifying Eligible 
Students

• Survey/Source Check
• Completing Your Section 

7003 Application
• Begin completing 

Section 7003 application 
for FY2017

12:00PM Lunch (provided)

1:00PM The Payment Formula
• Converting membership 

to ADA - class exercise
• Student Weights
• Local Contribution Rate

 – Calculating 
maximum 
payment

 – Calculating 
disability 
payment

2:30PM Understanding/
Computing LOT Percentage

• Your district’s financial 
profile

• What figures do you 
need?

3:00PM Voucher - What does it 
tell me?

3:30PM Class exercise - 
Calculating a payment.

4:00PM Review 

DAY TWO
9:00AM - Other law provisions
- Equalization
- Understanding Table 9
- Indian Policies and Procedures
- How to apply for construction 
grants
10:00AM - Estimate payment 
with your FY17 application
10:45AM - Payment estimates 
to  voucher
11:15AM - Field Reviews 
11:45AM - Questions and 
Answers
12:00PM - Adjourn

4:30PM Adjourn

Cancellations received in 
writing by 11/23/17 will be 
refunded in total; between 
11/23/17 and 11/30/17 
will be refunded 50%; no 
refund thereafter. 
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Board of Directors 
President
James Sarruda - MTLLS/MISA
jsarruda@nburlington.com

Vice President
Chad Blotsky - NIISA
cblotsky@tcsdk12.org

Treasurer
Ray Proctor - MISA/MTLLS/FLISA
rproctor@fuesd.k12.ca.us

Secretary
Thomas Schneider - FLISA
tschneider@ccsd180.org

Director, Region One
Helen Payne - MISA
hpayne@nhanover.com

Director, Region Two
William Hardin - MISA
whardin@camden.k12.ga.us

Director, Region Three
Wendell Waukau - NIISA
wwaukau@misd.k12.wi.us

Director, Region Four
Keith Mispagel - MISA
kmispagel@usd207.org

Director, Region Five
Jeff Limore - NIISA
jtlimore@gmail.com

Director, Region Six
Amy Kunz - MISA/MTLLS 
amy_kuntz@hawaiidoe.org

Directors At-Large

Trista Hedderman - MISA
Trista.hedderman@k12.sd.us

Rosemarie Kraeger - MISA/MTLLS 
rkraeger@mpsri.net

Voyd St. Pierre - NIISA
voydsp@rockyboy.k12.mt.us

Quincy Natay - NIISA
quincy@chinleusd.k12.az.us

School Board Liaison
Brian Gallup - NIISA
gallupbrian@yahoo.com
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Sandy Doebert - FLISA
Sdoebert@lhs210.net
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for more information. 

Davis stated that since incorporating SEL 
into their districts they saw their gradua-
tion rate rise to 84 percent, as well as clos-
ing the achievement gap for all students in 
the district. Students in the Washoe County 
School District have scored higher in math 
and reading, the rate of attendance has 
risen, and the rate of suspension has de-

creased. Riddlesprigger spoke about her 
school and the success it has achieved since 
incorporating SEL. She stated 100-percent 
of her students are economically disadvan-
taged, and 15-percent of her students are 
homeless.  Riddlesprigger spoke about how 
she would see her students act out because 
they did not know how to handle their 
anger. She stated that teaching SEL has 
helped equip her students with the “tool-
kit” to handle these emotions. Since then, 
the student satisfactory level has risen at 
97 percent, and for the past two years, the 
Ketcham Elementary School, has awarded 
earned bold performance, which means 
students are performing much higher than 
expected. These accounts have been able 
to help support the research done by CA-
SEL and the Learning Policy Institute. The 
speakers were all able to give perspectives 
from different areas involved in education, 
from the principal to the state, as well as the 
research aspect.

CASEL Hosts Briefing on Social 
Emotional Learning

On Wednesday, October 25, Sena-
tor Chris Murphy of Connecticut 
sponsored “States and Districts 

Lead the Way: How Social Emotional 
Learning is Improving Outcomes across the 
Country.” This briefing highlighted the suc-
cess of school districts that made social and 
emotional learning (SEL) a priority, as well 
as the work done by the Collab-
orative for Academic, Social, 
and Emotional Learning (CA-
SEL). SEL is defined by CASEL 
as “the process through which 
children and adults acquire and 
effectively apply the knowledge, 
attitudes, and skills necessary to 
understand and manage emo-
tions, set and achieve positive 
goals, feel and show empathy 
for others, establish and main-
tain positive relationships, and 
make responsible decisions.” 

The speakers included Dr. 
Roger Weissberg, Chief Knowl-
edge Officer at CASEL, who 
spoke about CASEL’s mission 
helping schools implement SEL 
into their schools and districts, successful-
ly. Traci Davis, Superintendent of Washoe 
County School District, Nevada, and Mai-
sha Riddlesprigger, Principal of Ketcham 
Elementary School, DC Public Schools, 
were also in attendance. They gave first-
hand accounts of the success they have seen 
in their students, and the positive shift they 
have seen in their schools’ overall cultures 
after putting a focus on SEL. Beth Her-
mann, Project Coordinator of Safe Schools 
Healthy Students, Wisconsin Department 
of Public Instruction spoke about how her 
state has encouraged school districts in 
Wisconsin to prioritize SEL. Finally, Hanna 
Melnick, Research and Policy Associate at 
the Learning Policy Institute, spoke about 
the research the Learning Policy Institute 
has done on SEL.

The overarching theme during this brief-
ing was that schools that incorporated SEL 
into their curriculum not only saw an im-
provement in behavior, but also academics. 
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