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Patrick Mahoney: Thinking 
outside the box for success

NDEC creates cohort of ambassadors
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Patrick Mahoney (center) of All Saints Development LLC shared his story 
with NDEC’s Ambassadors on a recent visit.  Patrick, whose company is 
redeveloping the Center’s site at 200 Old Colony Avenue, told the stu-
dents that success usually means stepping outside of your comfort zone.  
Pictured with him are, from left, Claudia Lima, Maribel Rodriguez, Olga 
Zuniga, Seipel Hassan, Ajeen Balata, and Nyoka McGann.
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At the age of 16, Patrick Mahoney knew exactly 
what he wanted: “To work and make money.”  

 
A summer of working in his father’s electrical 

contracting business had given Patrick a taste for a 
weekly paycheck. So he took matters into his own 
hands and quit school, assuming that his father would 
give him a job.

 
The senior Mr. Mahoney had different ideas. “Dad 

didn’t see the big economic opportunity that I saw,” 
Patrick quipped, “and he wouldn’t hire me. He did let 
me live at home, and I started working.”

 
Now a successful real estate developer whose 

company, All Saints Development LLC, is renovating 
NDEC’s site at 200 Old Colony Avenue, Patrick sat 
down with NDEC’s Ambassadors for a wide-ranging 
talk about his non-traditional pathway to success.

 
Once he started working, it didn’t take long 

for Patrick to realize that he was “academically 
unprepared to function in society.” He enrolled in 
night classes at Weymouth Evening School, and 
began working on his high school diploma. As he did 
so, it dawned on him that education was important to 

him. “I worked all day and went to night school,” he 
told the group. “It changed my way of thinking. My 
family couldn’t make sense of it, but I liked going to 
school on my own terms.”

 

NDEC has created a cohort of students who will 
serve as ambassadors to represent and promote the 
Center to prospective students, community members, 
agencies, and corporations.

 
“Through their personal stories, students will offer a 

glimpse into life as part of the NDEC community,” says 
Manny Reynoso, Assistant Director of Corporate and 
Community Partnerships, who leads the cohort. “The 
Ambassadors will offer a perspective  on alternative 
adult education that leads to achieving personal 
education and career goals.”

The Ambassadors are Ajeen Balata, Seipel Hussein, 
Claudia Lima, Nyoka McGann, Marc Orisma, Maribel 
Rodriguez, and Olga Zuniga. They were chosen based 
on recommendations from teachers and department 
heads. “We were looking for people who had leadership 
qualities, an outgoing personality, and who are creating 
pathways for themselves through the many programs 
NDEC offers,” says Manny.

 
Another quality the Ambassadors share is courage.  
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NDEC was one of the sponsors of World 
Education’s “Global Voices” gala, which this year 
saluted the “International Day of the Girl Child.” The 
event focused on the importance of educating girls 
and women as a way to improve society as a whole.

 
Student Ambassadors Nyoka McGann and Jenni 

Guzman represented NDEC, networking with people 
from all over the world who are interested in education 
for girls. Both students shared their experiences at 
NDEC and the impact education has had on their lives.

 
Nyoka, for example, left high school six months 

before she was scheduled to graduate to take care of 
her father, who had had a serious stroke. She ended 
up putting her own dreams on hold for three years 
while he regained his health. With his blessing, she 
returned to Boston last May “to try to find myself 
again.” Last summer she enrolled at NDEC.  

 
“I used to be ashamed of myself for not finishing 

high school,” Nyoka admits. “But my teachers made it 
very clear to me that I’m not on anyone’s timeline but 
my own. After I pass the HiSET, I plan to go to college 
and fulfill my dreams. I would love to be a counselor 
and direct kids into the right path.” 

 
Other highlights of the evening included a 

NDEC a sponsor of World Education gala

NDEC was a sponsor at World Education, Inc.’s annual gala that 
saluted the “International Day of the Girl Child.” Pictured from left are 
Kate Nelson, Communications Specialist; Controller Christine Durante; 
NDEC Student Ambassadors Jenni Guzman and Nyoka McGann; and 
Manny Reynoso, Assistant Director of Corporate and Community 
Partnerships. NDEC and World Education are longtime partners in 
adult education. (Photo courtesy of World Education)

demonstration by a troupe of “Bollywood” dancers 
and a panel discussion on the lack of educational 
opportunities for girls in the developing world. State 
Sen. Sonia Chang-Diaz received the World Education 
Award from World Education, Inc. 

Nyoka puts it succinctly: “You’ll never get anywhere in 
life if you are too afraid to try.”

 
Maribel, a student in NDEC’s High School 

Equivalency Program, says she was discouraged for a 
time after failing the GED test shortly after arriving in 
the United States from Puerto Rico. After she heard her 

daughter and a friend talk about NDEC, Maribel enrolled 
and began studying English. She’s now preparing for the 
HiSET exam.

 
Marc says he came to the Center to improve his 

level of education. What he didn’t realize was that NDEC 
would change his life. “Learning about computers, 
meeting people from different cultures—that is a big 
change for me,” he says. Ajeen agrees. “I am able to go 
to my son’s school and talk to his teachers verbally and 
in text messages. I have a new voice—in English!”

 
In addition to representing  NDEC, Ambassadors 

are expected to maintain educational  excellence 
and represent their own program of study. They are 
learning about the founding of the Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur and their two centuries of service; 
the congregation’s long history in Boston; mission 
integration; NDEC’s history, and its current and future 
projects. As leaders inside and outside the school, 
Ambassadors perform 25 hours of volunteer civic and 
community service in the Greater Boston area.

 
All the Ambassadors applaud their teachers for their 

help and support. “I’m grateful for every opportunity 
the staff helped me to get and for helping me to get on 
a straight path to my future,” concludes Nyoka. “It feels 
really great to know you have a lot of support.”

Ambassador cohort formed
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Sr. Joyce Khoury, SND, former Executive Director of NDEC, explains the 
history and mission of the Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur to the am-
bassador cohort. She also shared letters that St. Julie Billiart, the congre-
gation’s founder, wrote to friends and family. A number of books about 
the congregation’s mission were donated by Sr. Agnes Stapleton, SND. 
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Eventually Patrick went to 
work for a union contractor. After 
he completed his high school 
work, he went back to night school 
to become a union electrician. He 
had a full benefits package and 
the money was good, allowing 
him to save ten percent of every 
paycheck. “I bought my first condo 
in Plymouth when I was 18,” he 
recalled. “I rented it out for income 
and lived in my parents’ basement. 
I sold that condo and bought 
another one, and another, and 
another.”

 
Although he had “some vague 

idea of becoming a lawyer,” Patrick 
didn’t really see college in his 
future. He did take some business-
related classes like accounting, 
which helped him manage his 
real estate properties and his 
personal finances. But it wasn’t 
until the electricians’ union sent 
out a flyer about a non-traditional 
degree program at Wentworth 
Institute of Technology that 
Patrick thought of continuing his 
education. “I completed three 
years of college in a year and a 
half,” he said. Eventually, he earned 

his law degree from Northeastern 
University and became a real 
estate attorney.

 
His involvement in the NDEC 

project came through his now-
partner, Enda Matigan. Patrick and 
Enda knew—and had bid against 
—each other on different projects, 

and both were interested in 
developing a parcel of land 
in South Boston. When NDEC 
bought the building at 200 Old 
Colony Avenue, Enda thought he 
and Patrick should work together 
to redevelop the site.

 
“Once I learned about what 

NDEC does, I began to look at 
ways to make the project work,” 
said Patrick. “I think it will be a 
successful project for everyone.”

 
Looking back, Patrick says 

he now realizes that his lack of 
formal education made him feel 
insecure. “I felt like I was less 
than my peers, so I drove myself 
to work harder, party harder, 
build everything in my life up so I 
would feel equal.

 
“Taking a non-traditional 

pathway is nothing to be 
ashamed of,” he advised the 
Ambassadors. “Sometimes you 
have to think outside the box. 
Because if you do what you 
always do, you’ll get what you’ve 
always gotten.”
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English for New Bostonians presented Patrick Mahoney (far left) and Enda Matigan (second 
from right) of All Saints Development LLC with its ESOL Business Leadership Award, given to 
businesses that invest in English language training. Also pictured are Manny Reynoso (second 
from left), NDEC’s Assistant Director of Corporate and Community Partnerships; NDEC Student 
Ambassador Olga Zuniga; and Mary Rose Durante (far right), the Center’s Executive Director 
and CEO.

Mahoney takes unique 
path to success

“Once I learned about 
what NDEC does, I began 
to look at ways to make 
the project work. I think 

it will be successful 
for everyone.”
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NDEC Alumni
Association forming

NDEC is creating an Alumni Association 
for graduates and program completers. The 
Association will work together to support 
each other and NDEC. Over time, members 
will help spread the word about the Center, 
participate in activities and conferences, 
and interact with current students, staff 
and volunteers, as their time permits. The 
Alumni Association may organize social 
events, publish newsletters, and run a 
fundraiser for the school. It will provide a 
place where graduates can network, share 
ideas, connect with former classmates, and 
establish new friendships and/or business 
relationships.  

 
Organizational meetings are planned 

for the spring. If you are interested in 
joining the NDEC Alumni Association, 
please get in touch with the association at 
alumni@ndecboston.org. NDEC graduates Edith Leon and Berman Brignolle. The Center is forming an Alumni 

Association and an organizational meeting will be held in the spring.


