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Announcements 

DNR Seeks Public Input to Eliminate Unnecessary Red Tape 
In January, Governor Greitens signed Executive Order 17-03, which requires executive 
agencies to review every regulation under its jurisdiction. The order also requires state 
agencies to solicit input from the public and take action to rescind or amend those 
regulations identified as needing action.  The goals of the Executive Order are to cut red 
tape, encourage innovation, entrepreneurship, and job growth, and remove needless, 
unnecessary, or unduly burdensome regulations.  To fulfill those goals, DNR is aiming to 
reduce its regulatory restrictions by one-third.  DNR is currently reviewing its regulations 
and is seeking feedback before December 15.  Visit: dnr.mo.gov/redtapereduction 

 
Bipartisan Parks Legislation 
“U.S Representatives Nanette Diaz Barragán (CA-44) and Mike Turner (OH-10) 
introduced the Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership (ORLP) Grant Program Act, a 
bipartisan bill to create a dedicated source of funding for projects that expand outdoor 
recreational opportunities in cities across the country, particularly in underserved areas.  
The National Park Service’s Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership initiative—which the 
bill would codify—invests in parks and open spaces in areas where 80% of Americans 
live, bringing improved outdoor recreational opportunities to urban residents who can 
benefit from the healthy activities and better quality of life these parks afford.  By 
guaranteeing a source of funding for the ORLP, our bill ensures that this competitive 
grant program will continue to identify and highlight new ways of providing 
opportunities for expanding outdoor recreation in areas with great need, as well as 
promoting the development of new or enhanced partnerships for outdoor recreation in 
urban communities across the nation.”  Read the press release.  

 
July is Parks and Recreation Month 
“For children and adults, play is a vital part of our mental wellbeing, physical health and 
personal interactions. During Park and Recreation Month, the National Recreation and 
Park Association (NRPA) is challenging everyone to get their play on with their local 
parks and recreation.  Whether it’s summer camp, an adult sports league, exploring a 
trail, Zumba class, meeting friends on the playground, or discovering nature – parks and 
play go hand in hand.”  Use #PlayOnJuly on social media + consider bingeing Parks n Rec. 

 

 

Conferences | Events | Webinars 

SMCOG Meetings 

  
SMCOG Board Meeting, August 23, 9:00 AM 
Library Station, Frisco Room, 2325 N. Kansas, Springfield, MO 
For more information, contact JaneHood@MissouriState.edu  
 
Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC), August 16, 9:00 AM 
Library Station, Frisco Room, 2325 N. Kansas, Springfield, MO 
Regional bicycle & pedestrian projects will be prioritized at this meeting.  
For more information, contact MeganClark@missouristate.edu  

 
Prepare Your Community for the 2020 Census  July 24-27 

The 2020 Census LUCA (Local Update of Census Addresses) is the only opportunity for 
governments to review and comment on the U.S. Census Bureau’s residential address 
list for their jurisdiction.  Counties, Cities, Townships, and other active/functioning local 
governments can join any of these FREE webinars to learn how to ensure their 
community will be accurately counted for the 2020 census.  July 24 2p; July 25 10a; July 
26 10a; July 27 2p. 

 
Missouri Agritourism Conference July 23-25 
The 2017 Missouri Agritourism Conference will be held in Columbia, MO.  The 
conference will include a welcome a reception from Lt. Governor Mike Parsons, an 
agritourism bus tour, and speakers on marketing, advertising, and more. Register Here. 

 
Planners + Congressional Consideration of the President's Budget July 25 
On July 10, the Transportation, Housing, and Urban Development Subcommittee had a 
markup session regarding spending for fiscal year 2018 – this sets off the official federal 
budgetary process in motion.  APA is hosting a free webinar to discuss the President’s 
budget proposal, the process, appropriations, August Recess, and more.  Register Here. 

 
Climate Science Webinar: Drought and Urban Forests  July 25 

With recent droughts causing stress and mortality in urban forests, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture's Office of Sustainability and Climate is hosting a webinar about urban 
forest health in the face of a changing climate.  Register Here.  

 
Twitter Chat – Tobacco Control + Cessation in Rural Areas  July 25 

Tobacco use continues to be the leading cause of death and disease in the U.S., a fact 
that is particularly troubling in rural areas where people are more likely to use tobacco 
products, begin tobacco use at a younger age, use tobacco much more heavily, and are 
more likely to be exposed to secondhand smoke.  Full Info Here.  

 
MO Main Street Revitalization Conference July 26-27 
Missouri Main Street Connection hosts the Revitalization Conference in Columbia, MO. 
Sessions cover grants, loans, tax credits and other forms of finance through federal, 
state and local funding organizations available to Missouri communities.  Register Here. 

 
National Urban League Conference July 26-29 
Political, business, and community leaders will convene in St. Louis for the largest annual 
civil rights conference.  This conference includes multiple events that are free and open 
to registered attendees, as well as the local community, including the conference kick-
off; the Career Fair; Expo; and small business matters.  Register Here. 

 
Missouri Water + Wastewater Conference August 1-2 
The Missouri Water and Wastewater Conference will be held in Columbia, MO.  Sessions 
include troubleshooting pumping problems, fire hydrant and valve maintenance, lagoon 
treatment, drinking water reg. disinfectants, and more.  Register Here. 

 
Missouri Public Transit Association Annual Conference August 6-8 
MPTA’s 2017 Annual Conference will be held in Springfield. This year’s conference will 
focus on issues of interest to transit providers, but also of interest to local planners, 
community building networks, offices of sustainability, and more. Workshops will 
include topics like “Building Better Together with your Local Planning Organization” and 
“The Key Role of TRANSIT in crisis management.”  Register Here. 

 
Missouri Recycling Association Annual Conference August 9-11 
MORA’s 2017 Annual Conference will be held in Osage Beach, MO.  This year’s 
conference includes sessions on food waste, opportunities to find support for municipal 
sustainability efforts, product stewardship, and more. Register Here. 

 
MO Active Transportation Summit August 11 
This summit in Jefferson City will share ideas for making communities more active, 
vibrant, and economically sustainable through bicycling, walking, and trails. Topics 
include; Trail Towns, Complete Streets + Livable Streets, Tourism + Economic Impacts of 
Bicycling/Walking/Trails, Health + Safety Impacts of Bicycling/Walking/Trails, and How to 
Make Bicycling/Walking/Trails Succeed in Rural as well as Urban Settings.  Register Here. 

 
2017 Missouri American Planning Association Conf. October 18-20 
The theme for the 2017 MOAPA State Conference is “Planning in Reality.” The 
conference seeks to take a closer look at the skills, tools, and programs planning 
practitioners find particularly useful including those outside the profession’s normal skill 
set or comfort zone.   The deadline to submit a session proposal is July 14. 
 

 

News 

Microsoft + Rural High Speed Internet 
“Millions of people in rural America don't have the Internet connectivity that those in 
cities take for granted.  Microsoft is pledging to get 2 million rural Americans online, in a 
5yr plan; and the company is going to push phone companies and regulators to help get 
the whole 23.4 million connected.  In some rural areas, parents have to drive their kids 
to the parking lot of the local library so their kids can file homework.  In 2017, not being 
online hurts your education, your job prospects, your civic engagement.”  NPR.org 

 
Dense Urbanism is Great for Downtowns. But What About Suburbs? 
“Post-war America has largely been built around cars.  Many existing cities permanently 
scarred themselves with new urban freeways.  Though the status quo of big, bland, car-
centric subdivisions retains enormous inertia, there is a counter-movement of urbanists 
trying to reclaim the virtues of pre-car cities: scale, character, and walkability.”  Vox.com 

 

 

Online Resources 

Video – Planning Better Water Management 
Reducing flood risk is a top priority for many communities across the state.  This video 
shows how working beyond jurisdictional boundaries we can reduce flood risk, protect 
our communities, improve water quality, and re-introduce wildlife simply by making 
more space for water.  The steps outlined in this 3-minute video include: 

1. Pushing back embankments, 
2. Connecting to floodplains, 
3. Encouraging natural meandering, 
4. River bed/sediment improvements, and 
5. Full catchment-scale decision making. 

The steps outlined here are similar to the long-range plan the City of Springfield has for 
“daylighting” Jordan Creek through Downtown Springfield. 

 
Report – Connect Nature Sites for a Healthier City 
“While many cities have created rich systems of public parks, the same cannot be said 
for all urban settings.  That need not be the case.  "Nearby Nature for Human Health: 
Sites to Systems," is a report that provide a "how to" on creating systems of linked parks 
and open spaces that can become health support systems, offering opportunities for city 
residents to be outdoors in pleasant environments.”  Read report here. 

 

 

Jobs 

Administration + Finance 
Deputy Clerk, Taney County, $10/hr. 
City Attorney, City of Ozark, $80,000-$90,000/yr. 

 
Public Safety 
Police Officer, City of Springfield, $16.57 - $28.35/hr. 
Patrol Officer, City of Republic, $15.57/hr. 
Police Officer, City of Ozark,  DOQ. 
Corrections Officer, Taney County, $11.50/hr.  
911 Communications Officer, City of Monett, $27,348 - $30,904/yr. 
Police Dispatcher, City of Aurora 

 
Planning 
City Planner, City of Rolla, $40,000 - $53,000/yr. 
Senior Planner, City of Branson, $48,903/yr. 
Planner, City of Branson, $38,604/yr. 
Planning Specialist, FEMA Reservist, $12.18 - $15.98/hr. 
Urban Forestry Technician, City of Springfield, $17.09/hr. 

 
Public Works + Transportation 
Public Works Director, City of Republic, $75,000 - $85,000/yr. 
Street Superintendent, City of Republic, $22.80 - $30.27/hr. 
Water Superintendent, City of Republic, $22.80 - $30.27/hr. 
Wastewater Operator 1, City of Republic, $12.88 - $17.07/hr. 
Waste Water Plant Operator Trainee, City of Branson, $14.22/hr. 

 
Other 
MO Dept. of Conservation: Various positions available 

MO Job Center: Upcoming hiring events in Southwest Missouri 
 

 

Grants 

People for Bikes Fall 17 Community Grant deadline is July 21 
This grant supports bicycle infrastructure projects and targeted advocacy initiatives that 
make it easier and safer for people of all ages + abilities to bike.  Review the grant here. 

 
USDA – Community Facilities...Assistance + Training deadline is July 24 
USDA Rural Development is seeking applications for technical assistance and training 
grants to support the development of essential community facilities in rural areas.  
Technical assistance providers can use the grants to assist communities with identifying 
and planning for long-term community facility’s needs, identify resources to finance 
community facilities, conduct feasibility studies, prepare applications for financial 
assistance, hire or expand the services of specialized personnel, and retain consultants.   
The maximum grant amount available is $150,000.  Review the grant here. 

 
Community Economic Development Program deadline is July 24 
U.S. Dept. of Health and Human Services has opened apps for the Community Economic 
Development (CED) program.  Up to $800,000 per applicant is available for projects 
aiding job creation and business development for low income persons.  Applicants must 
be designated as Community Development Corporations (CDCs).  Review the grant here. 

 
USDA – Socially Disadvantaged Coop Grant deadline is July 25 
USDA is accepting applications to the Socially Disadvantaged Group Grant (SDGG).  The 
grant directs funding to cooperatives to provide technical assistance in helping socially 
disadvantaged groups in rural areas.  Submissions for applications are being encouraged 
for projects in persistently distressed areas at or above a poverty rate of 20 
percent.  Awards are available up to $175,000.  Review the grant here. 

 
NPS – Historic Preservation Grants deadline is July 31 
NPS’s Historic Preservation Grants for Underrepresented Communities supports the 
survey, inventory, and designation of historic properties in communities currently 
underrepresented in the National Register of Historic Places and Historic Landmarks.  
Grant requests must be between $15,000 and $50,000.  Review the grant here. 

 
Partners for Places Matching Grant deadline is July 31 
Partners for Places is a matching grant program for cities and counties in the United 
States and Canada to improve communities by building partnerships between local 
government sustainability offices and place-based foundations.  Review the grant here. 

 
MoDOT Freight Enhancement Program deadline is Aug 10 
MoDOT’s Freight Enhancement funds can be used for any transportation purposes, 
other than highways.  Additionally, the funds must be used for capital projects only 
(operating costs or study costs are not eligible).  Applicants can be public, private, or not-
for-profit entities.  A minimum 20% match is required for projects.  The maximum 
available for any one project is $500,000.  Review the grant here. 

 
Rural Impact County Challenge – Child Poverty deadline is Aug 26 
“Community Coaching” for the Rural Impact County Challenge is a national effort to 
combat rural child poverty.  Community Coaching seeks to support counties making a 
real difference in the lives of children in rural communities.  Up to 10 county teams will 
be selected to receive assistance from a Roadmaps to Health Community Coach from 
the County Health Rankings & Roadmaps Program.  Review the grant here. 

 
NEA – Our Town Grant deadline is Sep 11  
The National Endowment for the Arts’ Our Town grant program supports creative 
placemaking projects that help to transform communities into lively, beautiful, and 
resilient places with arts at their core.  This funding supports local efforts to enhance 
quality of life and opportunity for existing residents, increase creative activity, and 
create a distinct sense of place.  Review the grant here. 

 
MoDOT Traffic Engineering Assistance Program deadline is Sep 14 
MoDOT is accepting applications for the Traffic Engineering Assistance Program 
(TEAP).  TEAP allows local public agencies (LPA) to receive engineering assistance for 
studying traffic engineering problems.  LPAs facing a traffic safety or operational 
problem should utilize the LPA On-Call Consultant List to perform a traffic study.  Typical 
traffic engineering related projects include: 

 corridor safety and/or operational analysis, 
 intersection(s) safety and/or operational analysis, 
 speed limit review, 
 sign inventory, 
 pedestrian/bike route analysis, 
 parking issues, 
 and other traffic studies. 
MoDOT is opening TEAP funding applications for ADA Transition Plans.  The ADA 
Transition planning work may utilize Trails & Sidewalk or TEAP consultants from the 
MoDOT LPA consultant on-call list. 

Local public agencies are reimbursed for eligible project costs at a rate of 80% with the 
local agency providing a 20% match.  Funds administered by MoDOT will provide 80 
percent of the TEAP project costs, up to $8,000 per project.  Review the grant here. 

 
USDOT Infrastructure for Rebuilding America Grant deadline is Nov 2 
U.S. Dept. of Transportation (DOT) is accepting applications for the Infrastructure for 
Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant program.  INFRA has $1.5 billion available for projects 
which meet national and regional economic goals and leverage non-federal funding.  
Safety is a critical priority of the program as well.  Large projects will be eligible for at 
least $25 million and smaller projects will be funded starting at $5 million.  The FAST Act 
requires at least 25% of the funding be applied to rural projects.  Review the grant here. 

 
Water + Waste Disposal Projects Grant 
USDA Rural Development is accepting applications for their Special Evaluation Assistance 
for Rural Communities and Households (SEARCH) grants program.  The grants are 
awarded to eligible communities of less than 2500 persons to help fund predevelopment 
costs for proposed water and wastewater disposal projects.  Review the grant here.  

 
SBA – Loan Program to Small Businesses 
The U.S. Small Business Administration provides a variety of loan programs that may be 
beneficial for urban and rural business development.  Loans for small businesses, real 
estate, equipment, and disasters.  SMCOG now offers assistance to businesses 
interested in SBA 504 loans.  For more info: JaneHood@missouristate.edu or click here.  
 

On-Site Wastewater Grant/Loan Program 
SMCOG, in partnership with the Missouri Association of Councils of Governments 
(MACOG), and MoDNR is pleased to offer a grant/loan program for failing on-site 
wastewater systems (septic systems). The purpose of the Missouri On-site Wastewater 
Improvement Grant-Loan program is to provide financing for homeowners seeking to 
make improvements to, or replace their on-site wastewater treatment system, which 
will improve Missouri’s water quality. Program eligibility requirements can be found 
online: https://goo.gl/62qtHG.  Contact JaneHood@missouristate.edu for more info. 

 

 

Quote 

“By far the greatest and most admirable form of wisdom is that 

needed to plan and beautify cities and human communities.” 

Socrates, Greek Philosopher 
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Quote 

Past issues of the SW Missouri 

Local Government Briefings can 

be found at: SMCOG.org/briefings  

To subscribe or submit items for 

the Briefings, contact:  

JasonRay@missouristate.edu or  

SimonNogin@missouristate.edu 

For information, call Jason Ray at 

417-836-6977.  
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