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Announcements 

2017 Missouri APA Chapter Awards 
The deadline to submit an award for the 2017 American Planning Association – Missouri 
Chapter awards is Friday, August 4, at 1p.  There are 4 nominating categories available: 

• Outstanding Plan 
• Outstanding Implementation 
• Outstanding Public Outreach, Program, Project, Tool, Community Initiative 
• Outstanding Student Project 

 
SMCOG Region – Photo Competition 
SMCOG staff have taken photos over the last few months in anticipation of the 2017 
National Association of Development Organizations (NADO) Photo Contest.  Staff 
submitted 5 photos, and currently all of them are in the running for “People’s Choice.”  
The image with the most Facebook “likes” will be declared the “People’s Choice” winner.  
Help SMCOG win by “liking” each of these photos from around our region: 

1. Historic Park Central Square—Springfield, 
2. Annual Hot Air Balloon Glow—Ozark, 
3. Historic Forsyth Bridge—Forsyth, 
4. Scenic View off US-160—Forsyth, 
5. Historic Y-Bridge + Height of Flood Debris—Galena. 

 
City Hall Selfie Day is August 15 
This is your chance to show your pride in local government service.  Mark your calendars 
and get ready to make history on August 15, 2017!  Follow @CityHallSelfie on Twitter, 
and remember to tag your #CityHallSelfie with the hashtag.  Any local government 
building qualifies as a #CityHallSelfie! Take pride in your county, special district, town, 
regional government, etc. building.  21 awards are up for grabs!  More Info Here. 

 

 

Conferences | Events | Webinars 

SMCOG Meetings 

  
SMCOG Board Meeting, August 23, 9:00 AM 
Library Station, 2325 N. Kansas, Springfield, MO 
For more information, contact JaneHood@MissouriState.edu  
 
Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC), August 16, 9:00 AM 
Library Station, 2325 N. Kansas, Springfield, MO 
Regional bicycle & pedestrian projects will be prioritized at this meeting. 
For more information, contact MeganClark@MissouriState.edu 

 
Missouri Public Transit Association Annual Conference Aug 6-8 
MPTA’s 2017 Annual Conference will be held in Springfield. This year’s conference will 
focus on issues of interest to transit providers, but also of interest to local planners, 
community building networks, offices of sustainability, and more. Workshops will 
include topics like “Building Better Together with your Local Planning Organization” and 
“The Key Role of TRANSIT in crisis management.”  Register Here. 

 
The Link Between Green Infrastructure + Air Quality Aug 9 

EPA’s Green Infrastructure program is hosting a free webinar that will discuss innovative 
research into the multiple benefits of green infrastructure.  While green infrastructure 
can help communities manage stormwater, using vegetated systems like green roofs and 
tree boxes can also help improve air quality and reduce urban heat island effects.  These 
practices shade building surfaces, deflect radiation from the sun, and release moisture 
into the atmosphere.  Additionally, natural features such as urban forests and vegetative 
barriers planted near roads, in parking lots and around city centers, assist in reducing 
particulate pollution and ground-level ozone, improving air quality and reducing cases of 
respiratory illness and other health impacts related to air pollution.  Register Here.  

 
Missouri Recycling Association Annual Conference Aug 9-11 
MORA’s 2017 Annual Conference will be held in Osage Beach, MO.  This year’s 
conference includes sessions on food waste, opportunities to find support for municipal 
sustainability efforts, product stewardship, and more. Register Here. 

 
MO Active Transportation Summit Aug 11 
This summit in Jefferson City will share ideas for making communities more active, 
vibrant, and economically sustainable through bicycling, walking, and trails. Topics 
include; Trail Towns, Complete Streets + Livable Streets, Tourism + Economic Impacts of 
Bicycling/Walking/Trails, Health + Safety Impacts of Bicycling/Walking/Trails, and How to 
Make Bicycling/Walking/Trails Succeed in Rural as well as Urban Settings.  Register Here. 

 
Got Development? Elevate Your Building Department Aug 17 
The Alliance for Innovation is hosting this free webinar regarding how to create a 
successful Building Department.  This webinar will focus on reducing concerns, 
improving client satisfaction, and getting construction projects on track.  Register Here. 

 
MO Emergency Management 29th Annual Conference Aug 22-25 
This conference is designed for all emergency management professionals, anyone with 
related responsibilities or an interest in any aspect of emergency preparedness, 
response and recovery.  The conference will be held at Tan-Tar-A Resort.  Register Here. 

 
Reducing Runoff – National Stormwater Calculator Aug 23 

EPA has developed the National Stormwater Calculator (SWC) to help support local, 
state and national stormwater management objectives and regulatory efforts to reduce 
runoff through infiltration and retention using green infrastructure practices as low 
impact development (LID) controls.  The primary focus of the SWC is to inform site 
developers on how well they can meet a desired stormwater retention target with and 
without the use of green infrastructure, but can also be used by landscapers and 
homeowners.  Join this webinar to learn how to use the SWC.  Register Here.  

 
Grant Writing + Capacity Building Workshop Aug 29-31 

Are you working to secure funding to restore and/or revitalize your community?  Unsure 
how to obtain such funding?  Have you previously applied for but were not selected to 
receive grant funding?  Then attend this FREE grant writing workshop!  Register Here. 
Bring a draft grant proposal or outline of your ideas, or a previously submitted but 
unsuccessful proposal, and receive 1-on-1 assistance to refine your proposal submission. 

 
MO Municipal League 83rd Annual Conference Sep 10-13 
“Join nearly 700 local government officials and employees from across Missouri at Tan-
Tar-A Resort for the 83rd MML Annual Conference.  This year's keynote speaker is Jason 
Roberts, originator of the Better Block Project.  More than 25 sessions feature experts 
focusing on the top issues you face in local government each day.”  Register Here. 

 
National Roadside Vegetation Management Conference Sep 12-14 
The National Roadside Vegetation Management Association (NRVMA) annual 
conference will be held in Springfield, MO.  Sessions will cover pollinators, herbicide use, 
tree trimming, and will include demonstrations.  Conference Agenda.  Register Here. 

 
MO Dept of Conservation – Open House Oct 10 
MDC will be holding open houses around the state from Aug – Oct to share info + gather 
public feedback.  Attendees are encouraged to give feedback on regulations, 
infrastructure, strategic priorities, and statewide and local conservation issues.  No 
registration is required.  Refreshments will be served.  The first 80 attendees at each 
open house will receive special gift items from MDC.”  More Info Here. 

 
MO Community Betterment Conf – Rural Progress + Pride Oct 15-16 
The theme for the annual Missouri Community Betterment Conference for 2017 is “Rural 
Progress + Pride.”  The conference seeks to be a resource for communities and their 
stakeholders, and will be held in Columbia, MO.  More Info Here. 
 
2017 Missouri American Planning Association Conf. Oct 18-20 
The theme for the 2017 MOAPA Conf. is “Planning in Reality.”  The conf. will take a 
closer look at the skills, tools + programs planning practitioners find particularly useful 
including those outside the profession’s normal skill set/comfort zone.  More Info Here. 

 
GOLD Leadership Development Course Oct-Jun 
Greater Ozarks Leadership Development is a regional leadership development program.  
GOLD is designed for public, private, nonprofit, and civic leaders in Southwest Missouri.  
Tuition is $795 – partial scholarships may be available (FCFS).  More Info Here. 

 

 

News 

First Mile – Last Mile, Intermodalism + Making Public Transit Attractive 
“In the world of transportation planning, people seem to be infatuated with discussions 
of first mile-last mile public transportation connections and intermodalism.  Given all the 
attention, one would think that the traveling public is anxiously awaiting their next 
opportunity to transfer vehicles to complete their trip.  Nothing can be further from the 
truth.  People almost always want to get door to door in the fastest, simplest, and most 
reliable fashion.”  Planetizen.com 

 
Lessons from New Urbanism – Public Housing that Engages the City 
“In the late 20th Century, public housing was routinely built in the form of ‘projects’ that 
were symbols of crime-ridden, decaying cities.  HUD leadership under then secretary 
Henry Cisneros took the principles of new urban neighborhoods and low-income housing 
design and adopted them for the transformative HOPE VI program, which changed the 
face of public housing.  These principles became standard for later federal programs like 
Choice Neighborhoods and similar initiatives in cities, yet the implementation of this 
idea continues to challenge designers and housing officials.”  CNU.org 

 
P3 Reinvents Downtowns – Successful Public-Private Partnerships 
Communities that adopt innovative solutions to reinvent their downtowns are seeing 
great returns.  This article details several examples of public-private partnerships and 
how they helped achieve goals and shape a new model for urban renewal.  ICMA.org 

 
Greitens-Backed Commission Wants to Curb Tax Credit Programs 
“Earlier this year, Gov. Eric Greitens formed The Governor’s Committee on Simple, Fair 
and Low Taxes to examine the state’s tax policies and tax credit programs.  After holding 
meetings across the state, the committee issued a slate of recommendations that 
reconfigure tax credit programs that are designed to spruce up historic buildings and 
cultivate low-income housing.  The commission wants to substantially scale back some 
of Missouri’s largest tax credit programs.”  KWMU.org 

 

 

Online Resources 

EPA – Water Finance Clearinghouse 
“Communities need easy and efficient access to water infrastructure finance info. 
EPA’s Water Infrastructure and Resiliency Finance Center has developed a Water 
Finance Clearinghouse to meet this need.  The Clearinghouse is an easily navigable web-
based portal to help communities locate information and resources that will assist them 
in making informed decisions for their drinking water, wastewater, and stormwater 
infrastructure needs.  The Clearinghouse features two searchable data sets: 

1. Available Federal, State, and local funding sources for water infrastructure, 
2. Reports, webinars + other resources on financing mechanisms and approaches. 

Webinar’s for learning to use the clearinghouse: August 14, 18, 24, 31.  Register Here. 

 

 

Jobs 

Administration + Finance 
Deputy Clerk, Taney County, $10/hr. 
City Attorney, City of Ozark, $80,000-$90,000/yr. 

 
Public Safety 
Police Officer, City of Springfield, $16.57 - $28.35/hr. 
Patrol Officer, City of Republic, $15.57/hr. 
Police Officer, City of Ozark,  DOQ. 
Corrections Officer, Taney County, $11.50/hr.  
911 Communications Officer, City of Monett, $27,348 - $30,904/yr. 
Police Dispatcher, City of Aurora 

 
Planning 
City Planner, City of Rolla, $40,000 - $53,000/yr. 
Planner, City of Branson, $38,604/yr. 
Planning Specialist, FEMA Reservist, $12.18 - $15.98/hr. 
Urban Forestry Technician, City of Springfield, $17.09/hr. 

 
Public Works + Transportation 
Public Works Director, City of Republic, $75,000 - $85,000/yr. 
Street Superintendent, City of Republic, $22.80 - $30.27/hr. 
Water Superintendent, City of Republic, $22.80 - $30.27/hr. 
Wastewater Operator 1, City of Republic, $12.88 - $17.07/hr. 

 
Other 
MO Dept. of Conservation: Various positions available 

MO Job Center: Upcoming hiring events in Southwest Missouri 
 

 

Grants 

MoDOT Freight Enhancement Program deadline is Aug 10 
MoDOT’s Freight Enhancement funds can be used for any transportation purposes, 
other than highways.  Additionally, the funds must be used for capital projects only 
(operating costs or study costs are not eligible).  Applicants can be public, private, or not-
for-profit entities.  A minimum 20% match is required for projects.  The maximum 
available for any one project is $500,000.  Review the grant here. 

 
Rural Impact County Challenge – Child Poverty deadline is Aug 26 
“Community Coaching” for the Rural Impact County Challenge is a national effort to 
combat rural child poverty.  Community Coaching seeks to support counties making a 
real difference in the lives of children in rural communities.  Up to 10 county teams will 
be selected to receive assistance from a Roadmaps to Health Community Coach from 
the County Health Rankings & Roadmaps Program.  Review the grant here. 

 
DNR – Diesel School Bus Replacement Program deadline is Aug 31 
DNR will use an EPA grant to fund a clean diesel early school bus replacement program.  
Public and private owners of diesel school buses stationed and operating in Missouri are 
eligible to apply for funding.  Awardees will receive up to 25% of the cost of the new 
school bus(es) with a max of $18,000 per bus, and applicants may apply for 2 school 
buses.  The newly purchased bus(es) must replace a bus(es) that is currently in use and 
has an engine model year between 1995 - 2006.  The new buses must be “early” 
replacements, meaning they are not already planned for replacement and would not be 
replaced if not for this funding opportunity.   Review the grant here. 

 
Pharmacy Practitioners, Students, Residents Grant deadline is Sep 1 
Incentive Grants for Practitioners, Students, and Community Practice Residents offer 
pharmacists seed money to implement or support an innovative patient care service 
within their pharmacy practice.  Grants focus on ambulatory pharmacy-based innovation 
with a different focus based on the applicant type.  Review the grant here. 

 
NEA – Our Town Grant deadline is Sep 11  
The National Endowment for the Arts’ Our Town grant program supports creative 
placemaking projects that help to transform communities into lively, beautiful, and 
resilient places with arts at their core.  This funding supports local efforts to enhance 
quality of life and opportunity for existing residents, increase creative activity, and 
create a distinct sense of place.  Review the grant here. 

 
MoDOT Traffic Engineering Assistance Program deadline is Sep 14 
MoDOT is accepting applications for the Traffic Engineering Assistance Program 
(TEAP).  TEAP allows local public agencies (LPA) to receive engineering assistance for 
studying traffic engineering problems.  LPAs facing a traffic safety or operational 
problem should utilize the LPA On-Call Consultant List to perform a traffic study.  Typical 
traffic engineering related projects include: 

• corridor safety and/or operational analysis, 
• intersection(s) safety and/or operational analysis, 
• speed limit review, 
• sign inventory, 
• pedestrian/bike route analysis, 
• parking issues, 
• and other traffic studies. 
MoDOT is opening TEAP funding applications for ADA Transition Plans.  The ADA 
Transition planning work may utilize Trails & Sidewalk or TEAP consultants from the 
MoDOT LPA consultant on-call list. 

Local public agencies are reimbursed for eligible project costs at a rate of 80% with the 
local agency providing a 20% match.  Funds administered by MoDOT will provide 80 
percent of the TEAP project costs, up to $8,000 per project.  Review the grant here. 

 
USDA – Rural Broadband Access Loan Program deadline is Sep 30 
The Rural Broadband Access Program furnishes loans and loan guarantees to provide 
funds for the costs of construction, improvement, or acquisition of facilities and 
equipment to provide service at the broadband lending speed.  Review the grant here. 

 
USDOT Infrastructure for Rebuilding America Grant deadline is Nov 2 
U.S. Dept. of Transportation (DOT) is accepting applications for the Infrastructure for 
Rebuilding America (INFRA) grant program.  INFRA has $1.5 billion available for projects 
which meet national and regional economic goals and leverage non-federal funding.  
Safety is a critical priority of the program as well.  Large projects will be eligible for at 
least $25 million and smaller projects will be funded starting at $5 million.  The FAST Act 
requires at least 25% of the funding be applied to rural projects.  Review the grant here. 

 
Water + Waste Disposal Projects Grant Ongoing 
USDA Rural Development is accepting applications for their Special Evaluation Assistance 
for Rural Communities and Households (SEARCH) grants program.  The grants are 
awarded to eligible communities of less than 2500 persons to help fund predevelopment 
costs for proposed water and wastewater disposal projects.  Review the grant here.  

 
SBA – Loan Program to Small Businesses Ongoing 
The U.S. Small Business Administration provides a variety of loan programs that may be 
beneficial for urban and rural business development.  Loans for small businesses, real 
estate, equipment, and disasters.  SMCOG now offers assistance to businesses 
interested in SBA 504 loans.  For more info: JaneHood@missouristate.edu or click here.  
 

On-Site Wastewater Grant/Loan Program Ongoing 
SMCOG, in partnership with the Missouri Association of Councils of Governments 
(MACOG), and MoDNR is pleased to offer a grant/loan program for failing on-site 
wastewater systems (septic systems). The purpose of the Missouri On-site Wastewater 
Improvement Grant-Loan program is to provide financing for homeowners seeking to 
make improvements to, or replace their on-site wastewater treatment system, which 
will improve Missouri’s water quality. Program eligibility requirements can be found 
online: https://goo.gl/62qtHG.  Contact JaneHood@missouristate.edu for more info. 

 
EDA – Public Works + EAA Program Ongoing 
Under the Public Works and Economic Adjustment Assistance (EAA) Programs, EDA will 
make construction, non-construction, and revolving loan fund investments to leverage 
regional assets to support the implementation of regional economic development 
strategies.  These programs are designed to create jobs, leverage private capital, 
encourage economic development, and strengthen America's ability to compete in the 
global marketplace.  Rural + urban applicants are being solicited to develop creative 
approaches to address evolving economic conditions.  Review the grant here. 

 
Hearst Foundations Grants for NPOs Ongoing 
The Hearst Foundations support well-established nonprofit organizations that address 
issues in 4 areas: education, health, culture, and social service.  Review the grant here. 

 
USDA – Rural Relending Program Ongoing  
USDA Rural Development’s Intermediary Relending Program (IRP) provides low interest 
loans to intermediaries that re-lend to businesses to improve economic conditions and 
create or retain jobs in rural communities.  Review the grant here. 

 
Walgreens Community Grant Ongoing  
The Walgreens Community Grant Program supports projects focused on improving 
access to health and wellness, pharmacy education programs + mentoring initiatives, 
civic + community outreach, and emergency + disaster relief.  Review the grant here. 

 

 

Quote 

“If you are planning for a year, sow rice.  If you are planning for a 

decade, plant trees.  If you are planning for a lifetime, educate 

people.” 

Chinese Proverb 
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Summary: 

• Water and its runoff is a hot topic this summer 

• News to help you plan your community 

• Water resource, conferences, and more. 
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