ROMANS 8:18-27

The hidden glory of the suffering saints
The painful groans of the corrupted universe

A Solid Hope in the midst of Christian groans:
The Holy Spirit assisting us in prayer.

ROMANS 8: 28
And we know that

for those who love God
all things work together for good,
for those who are called

according to his purpose.

1. The Assurance of Providence:
2. The Inheritors of Providence

3. The Action of Providence
4. An End of Providence

ROMANS 8: 28

The Assurance of Providence: “And we know”
•

We know enough of God the Creator to be without excuse for our
idolatry and ingratitude Romans 1:19-21

•

We know God’s judgment rightly falls on the wicked Romans 2:2

for those who love God

•

We know we all are accountable to God Romans 3:19

all things work together for good,

•

We know that suffering produces endurance Romans 5:3

•

We know that at the Cross with Jesus our slavery to sin is broken
Romans 6:6

•

We know that the risen Christ will never die Romans 6:9

•

We know there’s a great contrast between me and the Law of God
Romans 7:14

•

We know that we are not natural reservoirs of goodness
Romans 7:18

•

We know the whole creation groans in pains of childbirth Romans
8:22

•

(We don’t know what to pray for as we ought) Romans 8:26

•

We know God’s ultimate providential care Romans 8:28

And we know that

for those who are called

according to his purpose.

ROMANS 8: 28
And we know that

for those who love God

The Inheritors of Providence:
1. “Those who love God”
• This is the great and first commandment
•

•

But we are not naturally lovers of God Romans 1: 28-30
•

all things work together for good,

•
•

for those who are called

according to his purpose.

•

•

(Matthew 22:37-38, Deuteronomy 6:5 ~10x in Deuteronomy)
We naturally love the world and the things that are in the world, not
the love of the Father 1 John 2:15-17
We are hostile to God and his law Romans 8:7
We might love a God of our own imagination, (“up, make us gods
who can go before us”) but not the Sovereign, Living God of Triune
Holiness.
This is a dangerous place to be 1 Corinthians 16:22

Yet, there are such “Theophilus’ people
•
•

•

David Psalm 18:1, Psalm 116:1 “I love the LORD”
Augustine: “I will love Thee, O Lord, and thank Thee, and confess unto Thy
name; because Thou hast forgiven me these so great and heinous deeds of
mine. To Thy grace I ascribe it, and to Thy mercy, that Thou hast melted
away my sins as it were ice. To Thy grace I ascribe also whatsoever I have
not done of evil; for what might I not have done, who even loved a sin for
its own sake? “
Hymns we sing: “There is a name I love to hear”… “I love him, because
he first loved me” … “I love you Lord, and I lift my voice”

• Lovers of God are born from above

ROMANS 8: 28
And we know that

for those who love God
all things work together for good,
for those who are called

according to his purpose.

•
•

We love him because he first loved us 1 John 4:19
Lovers of God have a changed nature, to love who we once hated, to hate
what we once loved…a new creation in Christ! 2 Corinthians 5:17
• Love for God corresponds with love for others (reality check) 1 John 4:20
These truths emphasize that ‘those who love God’ are those who are
sovereignly held in the sweet grip of Him who will complete the work he has
begun in you.

2. Those who are called
according to His purpose
•

General Call:
•
•

•

God commands all men everywhere to repent
“Preach the gospel to every creature under heaven”

Effectual Call: “Lazarus, come forth”
•
•
•
•

Like the Divine decree, “let there be light’, God shines in our heart
2 Corinthians 3:6
God calls dead sinners to himself by the preaching of the gospel of Christ.
2 Thessalonians 2:13-14, Acts 173
Not many wise, mighty, noble are called. 1 Corinthians 1:26-29
He has an eternal purpose to his calling 2 Timothy 1:8-11

ROMANS 8: 28
And we know that

for those who love God
all things work together for good,
for those who are called

according to his purpose.

ROMANS 8: 28
And we know that

The Action of Providence:
“All things work together for good”

for those who love God
all things work together for good,
for those who are called

according to his purpose.

Four things this does not mean:
1. All things are good
Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and
light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! Isaiah 5:20
(We don’t flatten out providence and conclude that everything is God’s will in the
same way, and there is no evil at work in the world. There are secondary causes,
there are wicked and damnable forces and inventions in this universe . The
mystery of iniquity is still at work, and won’t be eliminated until Christ hands the
kingdom back to the Father.)

2. Everything will work out positively for everyone.
3. All things will turn out exactly the way I want, when I want it
4. Only things I like, things God has revealed approval of, or things I
can understand - - work together for good

ROMANS 8: 28
And we know that

for those who love God
all things work together for good,
for those who are called

according to his purpose.

The Action of Providence:
“All things work together for good”
• God turned Trauma and Tragedy into prolific provision Joseph
• God turned a curse into a blessing Deuteronomy 23:5
• God turned Bitterness into fruitful abundance Naomi & Ruth

• God invisibly turned a threat into a promotion Esther
Notice: each of these were integral historic steps toward the Incarnation,
where the Seed of the woman would come in the fullness of time to be a
Man who ‘went about doing good’.
• God turned Sin and death, Man’s darkest day, into Life and Peace
Jesus Christ
Tolkien calls the Incarnation of Christ the eucatastrophe of human history
and the Resurrection the eucatastrophe of the Incarnation.

ROMANS 8: 28-29
And we know that
for those who love God
all things work together for good,
for those who are called
according to his purpose.

For those whom he foreknew
he also predestined
to be conformed
to the image of his Son,
in order that he might be the
firstborn among many brothers.

The End of Sovereign Providence: “Good”
• Good as God defines it:
• Those loved, foreknown, and called ones conformed to the
image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers
• (‘sanctification…...>….glorification’)
• Future body and soul: to be like Jesus!
• Future location and relationship: to be with Jesus!

