
18 Months 24 Months Any Age 

 No Words 
(spoken or 
gestured) 

 Fewer than 10 
words (spoken or 
gestured) 
 

 Documented medical condition known 
to impact speech and language 
development, such as:  

 Hearing impairment 
 Cleft lip or palate 
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OLD CRITERIA 
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NEW CRITERIA 

18 Months 24 Months 30 Months Any Age 

 Not able to point to 
pictures of family 
members 

 Not able to follow 1 
step directions  
(especially if 
modeling added) 

 No joint attention 
with caregivers 

 No intent to 
communicate or 
interact socially 

 Fewer than 10 
words (spoken or 
gestured) 

 No vowel sounds 

 Not able to point to 
body parts on 
command 

 Not able to follow 2-
step verbal direction 

 Fewer than 50 words 
(spoken or gestured) 

 No verbs (spoken or 
gestured) 

 Primary caregiver 
understands 50%  or 
less of 
communication 
attempts 

 Does not use m, b, p, 
t, d sounds 

 More vowel sounds 
than consonants 
 

 Lack of 
intentional two-
way 
communication 
with peers 

 No 2-word 
combinations 

 Only 1 or 2 verbs 
(spoken or 
gestured) 

 Primary caregiver 
understands 60% 
or less of 
communication 
attempts 

 
 

 Documented 
medical 
condition known 
to impact speech 
and language 
development 

 Documented 
hearing 
impairment 

 Cleft lip or palate 
 Big difference 

between what 
child can 
understand and 
express 
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