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THIRD EUROPEAN CIVIC ACADEMY 

Warsaw, Poland 

28 – 29 March 2019 

 

 

Introduction 

Civil Society Europe, the coordination of civil society organisations in Europe, 

gathering 28 civil society networks and platforms active in areas such as civic 

participation, human rights, social policy, education, culture, the environment, 

transparency, international cooperation has organised a European Civic Academy 

since 2016. The first edition was held in La Rochelle and a second one in 2017 in 

Brussels. The aim of the ECA is to bring together activists and leaders of civil society 

organisations together with academics and researchers to discuss together societal 

challenges relating to civil society and democracy. The 2017 event has been the 

opportunity to develop links with the European Association of Social Sciences and 

Humanities (EASSH) and with several academics working on civil society. CSE 

Steering Committee has proposed to EASSH to prepare together the 2019 edition. 

This third academy would renew with the spirit of the first edition and involve civil 

http://www.civilsocietyeurope.eu/
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society organisations at national level. For this reason, OFOP, the Polish Civil Society 

Platform is also co-organiser of the event.  

Background 

Europe has changed during these last years and civic freedoms are now threatened in 
several countries of the European Union. The emerging of « illiberal » democracies, 
the rising of populist movements has created a difficult climate for independent civil 
society organisations. In several countries anti NGO laws have been adopted and 
smear campaigns are directed against civil society. The rule of law is also challenged 
in a number of countries and European Values are attacked. Civic space and rule of 
law are the foundations of a democratic society. Participative democracy needs 
intermediary bodies to involve citizens facilitate their expression in all civic spaces.  

In this context, Civil society Europe would like through the organisation of a dedicated 

European Civic Academy to provide CSO leaders and academics with an opportunity 

to exchange and gain key insights into these developments as well as concrete tools 

on how to address them. Building partnerships between the academic world, and civil 

society is ever more critical. 

The venue of the meeting is of high symbolic value in a country which is currently under 

review for non-compliance with the rule of law principles and where recent legal and 

administrative reforms have contributed to a shrinking civic space. 

 Possible themes : 

 Explore the concepts of « civil society » and « uncivil society »  

 Define and develop civic dialogue1 as a complement of representative 
democracy, social dialogue and civil dialogue 

 Understanding and deconstructing work around the concept of illiberal 
democracy 

 How to define an association in danger? What is the impact of populism on 
organised civil society at European level 

 How to react to smear campaigns and build societal support? How to increase 
legitimacy of civil society and respond to founded criticism? What in civil society 
organisations can be of interest to a population tired of the status quo and 
attracted to populist discourse? How to operate in countries where governments 
are hostile to civil society? 

 How to ensure a specific place for civil society between public and private 
interests? 

 What is the role and place of civil society in digital transformation of society and 
in protecting civic freedoms?  

 In a context of excessive nationalism, what is the meaning and interest of 
European cooperation for civil society organisations versus local activism? 
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Organisation 

The Steering Committee of Civil Society Europe with the support of the CSE civic 

space working Group will ensure the organisation of the event in close cooperation 

with OFOP, the Polish civil society Platform which will host the meeting and with our 

academic partner  the European Alliance for Social Sciences and Humanities, who will 

be closely involved in the preparation of the programme.  

Other partners: 

In order to ensure a strategic European response to these worrying developments, it 

is critical that research at EU level concerning societal issues also covers an analysis 

of these themes. 

DG Research (Mainstreaming Responsible Research and Innovation in Horizon 2020 

and in the European Research Area and Ethics Sector) and DG Education Youth 

Sports and Culture (Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions) will be involved. 

Venue 

Marzyciele i Rzemieślnicy, a space managed by civil society organisations and 

donated by the owners of a former famous supermarket in the old town. The latter is a 

very symbolic place for civil society. A combination of plenary and breakout sessions 

is foreseen as well as organising meals together to facilitate discussions.  

Budget 

OFOP with support of CSE will cover costs for meeting rooms, technical equipment 

and catering. 

Every member of CSE will cover travel and accommodation expenses of own 

delegation. Possibility to access meeting rooms for own meetings. 

CSE is also fundraising towards possible donors (Foundations, European Commission 

to cover speakers and other costs) 

Targeted participants: 

Polish activists: 30 – 50 persons, Civil society organisations from across Europe: 60-

80 participants, Academics and speakers: 15-20 persons                        

http://www.eassh.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/responsible-research-innovation
https://ec.europa.eu/programmes/horizon2020/en/h2020-section/responsible-research-innovation
file:///C:/Users/CarlottaBesozzi/Documents/European%20Civic%20Academy/observatory.rich2020.eu/rich/files/download/116-122
https://www.marzycieleirzemieslnicy.pl/

