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future, after which she answered 
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Introduction
The Norton in Hales Bloom Group, formed entirely of volunteers, has spent the last year 
working to improve the floral beauty, conservation, environment and community ethic of 
our lovely, rural village

The village continues to enjoy success in winning both RHS National and Heart of England 
awards in its Village category. The commitment to success this year in our bid to win in the 
Champion of Champions category remains as strong as ever

Our focus this year is on our agricultural heritage with the theme of Greener for Life. This 
Portfolio and our presentation to the judges in August both seek to underline our efforts 
to support this initiative. Norton in Hales is a traditional English village, mentioned in the 
Domesday Book, with a strong farming tradition and community spirit. The community is 
centred around its Church, Jubilee Hall, School, Pub and extensive Recreation Ground. As 
a conservation area, the housing population of some 300 people is surrounded by both 
dairy and arable farms

The Norton in Bloom group has a formal Constitution with its members elected annually 
at January’s AGM. Meetings are held monthly in the Hinds Head Inn when clearly identified 
Action Plans for Bloom activities are discussed with actions monitored. Meetings are open 
for all to attend to contribute by expressing views and making recommendations

Over the course of the year, there have been many fundraising events in which a large 
section of the community has been involved. We would like to express our gratitude to 
Norton in Hales Parish Council for their generous contribution towards our efforts in this 
year’s competition
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The Devil’s Ring and Finger - a Stone Age burial chamber, close to the River Tern

Bradling Stone - large stone on Village green, possibly a capstone for a burial chamber

Domesday Book - reference to Norton in Hales

1080 - work starts on the original St. Chad’s Church

Early 16th c - Monument for tombstone of Frances Cotton is placed in St. Chad‘s Church, 
based on a design by Inigo Jones

1540 - Henry V111 grants Rowland Hall the manor of Betton

1549 - Rowland Cotton becomes Lord Mayor of London

1555 - Rowland founds Market Drayton Grammar School

1625-1654 - Rev. John Lightfoot becomes one of the original members of Westminster 
Assembly and then becomes Vice Chancellor of Cambridge University

17th/18th c - Iron industry in full swing at Norton forge and many nearby riverside forges

1774 - Samuel Owen, founder of the Industrial Revolution in Sweden, is born at Norton forge

1858 – Norton in Hales Agricultural Society is formed

1864-1884 - Rev. Silver designs and re-builds St. Chad’s Church, installing the organ, 
stained glass windows, carved oak pews and Italian marble floors. He builds the nearby 
Chapel and Cemetry. He re-builds the School

1866 - Murrain Stone is placed at Norton Farm with the inscription ‘This stone is raised 
as a memento of the grat Cattle Plague of 1866 which swept 54 head off this farm in 14 
days of March. They died without remedy and here lie’

1870 - North Staffordshire Railway opens the line from Market Drayton to Stoke, building 
a station at Norton in Hales, aiding the distribution of dairy products. Special trains run 
from Stoke for the annual ‘Harvest Home’ festivals

2000 - Edward Gill publishes ‘Dear Mam and Dad’, his memoirs as a young evacuee from 
Manchester, living in Norton in Hales at the outset of the Second World War

2010 - Samuel Owen’s plaque is unveiled at Jubilee Hall

2015 – New Bloom Honours Board is unveiled at Hinds Head by Owen Paterson, MP

Greener for Life
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Our Bloom group works in close liaison with the numerous organisations that 
flourish in the village for the benefit of the community. Last year a lot of social 
and fundraising events were enjoyed by villagers with many of them organised 
by the Bloom group itself

St Chad’s Church - summer fete in church grounds with many produce stalls and events including 
bell ringing, tower tours, teddy bear ‘parachuting’ and pony rides. In addition, there are regular 
fundraising events such as a Jazz Evening in the Church, a Strawberry Tea, a Pancake Evening and an 
annual evening with a speaker in the Jubilee Hall

School - the children enjoy getting involved with the Bloom Group by planting tubs, sowing seeds 
and building Bug Houses. 

Community Forum - As a joint venture with the Forum, the website sub-committee developed an 
invaluable service of email alerts where current village news and developments are sent to many 
Norton people

Bell Ringers - to celebrate Armistice Day and VE Day the village enjoyed the peal of the church bells 
thanks to our dedicated bell ringers

Defibrillator - in February, a defibrillator was installed in the centre of the village, donated kindly by 
West Midlands Ambulance Service. No less than 20 villagers volunteered to act to help save lives, 
caused by any unfortunate individual suffering a cardiac arrest within the Parish. They undertook an 
intensive training session in the Jubilee Hall, organised by the WMAS

Guided History Walks and Talks  - A series of well-attended, guided walks and talks at the Church 
were organised by a local historian in June

IT Course for Beginners - following last year’s success, these courses have been repeated this year

P3 Group - this group meets regularly to plan the upkeep and development of local Footpath routes. 
They make frequent forays to maintain accessibility of the paths and have published two descriptive 
leaflets of beautiful local routes

Children’s Playgroup  - every Tuesday morning, toddlers and pre-school children have fun in the 
Jubilee Hall while their parents or grandparents keep a watchful eye and enjoy a coffee and biscuit

Greener for Life
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Our Year in Bloom
Horticulture

Colour Theme – our planting schemes include yellow and blue flowers to reflect the 
colours of Shropshire. When mixed together, green is formed: Greener for Life

Spring Bulb Planting – in Autumn and Winter, we planted a wide range of spring bulbs 
and flowers in our flower beds and oak barrel planters. The results were stunning after the 
cold winter.

Work Parties – our weekly Work Parties commenced in January, often attended by up 
to 14 people. This busy group has been clearing, weeding, digging, sowing, planting and 
general tidying, come rain or shine! 

Seed Propagation – in Spring, we planted out many flowers in the village’s flower beds 
and oak barrel planters, many of which were propagated in Bloom members’ greenhouses

Seed Sowing – Wildflower seeds were sown by the Bradling Stone in the village centre as 
well as in the Horse Wash and Recreation Ground areas

New Oak Barrels – we acquired and painted 16 new oak barrels which are individually 
sponsored by supportive local residents
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Our Year in Bloom
Horticulture (cont)
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Summer Planting – to reflect our theme of Greener for Life, we grew hundreds of 
pollinator-friendly plants from seeds and plugs, using our own large peat-free compost 
heap. We also planted Clematis, Pyracanthas and Chaenomeles plants in an area adjacent 
to the Church. In addition, we planted herbs, namely lemon, thyme and variegated lavender 

Recycling of Perennials – last year we introduced perennials in many areas together with 
a programme of recycling. These have been moved to permanent perennial beds as part 
of our ongoing policy to develop a more sustainable form of planting 

New flower beds – these were introduced in areas by the Recreation Ground and the 
School to enhance the natural beauty of these areas. In particular, around the Recreation 
Ground we created new floral areas to provide an even more attractive space for local 
families to enjoy

New plants – throughout the village we have introduced:

Annuals:     Perennials:
Helichrysum petiolare limelight   Hardy fuchsia delta Sarah, Genii and Thamer
Petunia prism sunshine    Gaura lindheimeri ‘Wirling butterflies’
Salvia farinacea ‘Victoria’   Lysimachia Nummularia Aurea
Nicotiana lime perfume
Lobelia crystal palace trailing
Lobelia white trailing
Antirrhinum yellow
Bacopa blue and white
Pelargonium ‘Maverick white’
Begonia Superba white
Begonia Superba yellow

Greener for Life

Before... After...
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 The evening was rounded o� with 
an excellent bu�et supper.

Meeting with the 
Heart of England 
in Bloom chairman
A good number of people were 
pleased to welcome Michael
Garwood to the village on a dark 
November evening. The gathering 
took place in the Hinds Head con-
servatory and discussions varied 
widely. New members of the group 
learned a lot and more experi-
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
with �sh or pie, chips and peas! It 
was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.
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Litter Picks -  we undertake regular ‘litter picks’ throughout the village, with the help of the 
Parish Council. Shropshire Council kindly loaned us the equipment for these tasks. This work 
is relatively minimal as a result of community pride in keeping Norton litter-free

Road Sweeping - thanks to Shropshire Council, Road Sweepers clean the roads and 
pavements of the village regularly. Apart from our own litter picking efforts, they kindly 
provide their own personnel for this task once a year

Nesting Boxes - these are maintained and replaced on a regular basis for the benefit of the 
rich birdlife that the village enjoys

Beehives - as part of our drive to increase the number of pollinating insects locally, we 
manage two beehives at the Parton’s Pool wildlife area. Honey produced from these hives 
is very popular and profits go into Bloom group funds. The hives are used as an educational 
tool for anyone interested in learning about bees 

Water Flow at Parton’s Pool - a trench was dug by a villager and a pipe was installed to 
create an improved outlet from the pool into the River Tern; this had the immediate effect of 
preventing the previous build-up of algae

Greener for Life
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learned a lot and more experi -
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for Mike. The evening continued 
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was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.
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Recycling of Grass Cuttings - one of our members regularly mows the village’s communal 
areas and all the cuttings are recycled

Compost and Manure Recycling -the Bloom Group manages a compost heap on one 
of the member’s land. This compost is used in the village’s flower beds and planters. Also 
manure from the village’s many horses is used for the same purpose

Coffee Grounds – thanks to the local Costa Coffee, we acquired a regular supply of coffee 
grounds which were recycled to assist plant growth and to save water

Plastic Plant Pots -together with plastic seed trays and crates these are continuously 
recycled and villagers are encouraged to donate their surplus to the Bloom group

New Water Butts - we acquired 30 new 190l Water Butts, with the help of Severn Trent 
Water, to increase water conservation and recycling in the village. These were purchased 
by villagers who willingly participated in the spirit of enhancing the village’s environmental 
pride. These butts and the village’s communal water trough are kindly topped up regularly 
by a local farmer with water sourced from his borehole

Planting in Tyres – thanks to a kind donation from the School and reflecting our agricultural 
theme, we transferred three old tractor tyres to the Horsewash area. Undersown with 
wheat,  schoolchildren from the Gardening Club planted strawberries and nasturtiums 
that had been grown in the village

Environmental Initiatives (cont)

Greener for Life

B
efore...
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Our Year in Bloom
Working with the Community

Village Show - in September, the Bloom Group organises the annual Norton in Hales Flower, 
Fruit and Vegetable Show. All villagers are invited to attend and enter their produce in various 
categories. Winners receive certificates with the overall winners receiving a Produce Cup. 
The winners in the domestic and children’s section are presented with a Rose Bowl

Plant Sales – we organise two Plant Sales during the year and several Bloom group 
members grow plants from seed. Villagers are invited to provide plants for the Group to 
sell to raise vital funds 

Duck Race – in April, a group member hosted this Bloom event at her home by the River 
Tern. Reprised from past years, the series of races attracted a large number of  children 
and adults in the village, with refreshments provided by Bloom Group members

Dawn Chorus Walk - in April, the Bloom Group organises this annual event. A local bird 
expert escorted a group of 20 and helped them to identify no less than 36 birds by sight and 
sound. The morning was rounded off with a cooked breakfast al fresco at Forge Farm

Planting and Watering - many villagers take proud responsibility for specific areas within 
the village to include the flower displays adjacent to the five road signs on entering Norton 
in Hales and the wide range of oak barrel planters, mangers and flowerbeds. The road sign 
beds have been constructed using local sandstone and recycled railway sleepers
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day to day duties and aims for the 
future, after which she answered 
some lively questions. 
 The evening was rounded o� with 

an excellent bu�et supper.
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in Bloom chairman
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pleased to welcome Michael
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November evening. The gathering 
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learned a lot and more experi -
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
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was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.
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Our Year in Bloom

Bushcraft Sessions – our youngest committee member ran two sessions for local 
youngsters in early Summer. They had great fun building a shelter, using recycled branches 
after the Parton’s Pool clearance, and following a sensory trail

School Gardening Club – this new initiative involved 6 sessions on Mondays when Bloom 
group members worked with local schoolchildren, including the planting of green beans in 
recycled Costa Coffee plastic cups. There were also two Pond Dipping sessions organised 
by Shropshire Wildlife Trust with whom the group enjoys a close working relationship

School – we work very closely with the local primary School and we manage their gardens. 
The schoolchildren helped us with seed sowing and planting in the oak barrels and tyres

New Honours Board – this was kindly donated by The Hinds Head Inn and it lists Norton 
in Bloom’s successes in RHS Britain in Bloom competitions since the turn of the century. 
Local MP, Owen Paterson, visited us for the unveiling launch of the new Board

New bench at Parton’s Pool – we plan to purchase this and place it for all to enjoy this 
tranquil and beautiful place

New Planters at Hinds Head Inn – the Bloom group has sponsored three new planters 
outside the pub as an expression for our gratitude for their ongoing support
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Best kept Front Gardens Competition - always a popular event, many of our residents 
take great pride and spend endless hours providing spectacular displays for all locals 
and visitors to enjoy. Judging takes place in August, with awards and prizes presented to 
the top three contestants at a special Celebration Evening in September. This represents 
a unique opportunity for individuals to contribute towards the overall colour and beauty 
of our village 
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Our Sports & Pastimes

held – people don’t have to enter, 
their front gardens will be judged 
anyway! The results are then 
announced at the Celebration 
Evening where monetary prizes 
are given out to winners and the 
overall winner receives a silver cup 
to be kept for the next 12 months. 
   This year the village was pleased 
to secure the services of Catherine 
Nicoll from the National Trust as 
the judge.  All enjoyed a �ower quiz 
to start the evening and chairman 
Ron Lucas then introduced Ms 
Nicoll, walled gardener from 
Attingham Park. She spoke 
glowingly about the village and its 
front gardens before presenting 
the awards. She then gave a most 
interesting illustrated talk on the 
restoration of the walled garden at 
Attingham and spoke about her 
day to day duties and aims for the 
future, after which she answered 
some lively questions. 
 The evening was rounded o� with 

an excellent bu�et supper.

Meeting with the 
Heart of England 
in Bloom chairman
A good number of people were 
pleased to welcome Michael
Garwood to the village on a dark 
November evening. The gathering 
took place in the Hinds Head con -
servatory and discussions varied 
widely. New members of the group 
learned a lot and more experi -
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
with �sh or pie, chips and peas! It 
was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.

their front gardens will be judged 
anyway! The results are then 
announced at the Celebration 
Evening where monetary prizes 
are given out to winners and the 
overall winner receives a silver cup 
to be kept for the next 12 months. 
   This year the village was pleased 
to secure the services of Catherine 
Nicoll from the National Trust as 
the judge.  All enjoyed a �ower quiz 
to start the evening and chairman 
Ron Lucas then introduced Ms 
Nicoll, walled gardener from 
Attingham Park. She spoke 
glowingly about the village and its 
front gardens before presenting 
the awards. She then gave a most 
interesting illustrated talk on the 
restoration of the walled garden at 
Attingham and spoke about her 
day to day duties and aims for the 
future, after which she answered 
some lively questions. 
 The evening was rounded o� with 

an excellent bu�et supper.

Meeting with the 
Heart of England 
in Bloom chairman
A good number of people were 
pleased to welcome Michael
Garwood to the village on a dark 
November evening. The gathering 
took place in the Hinds Head con -
servatory and discussions varied 
widely. New members of the group 
learned a lot and more experi -
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
with �sh or pie, chips and peas! It 
was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.

Norton in Hales                  2015

Norton in Hales                  2015

held – people don’t have to enter, 
their front gardens will be judged 
anyway! The results are then 
announced at the Celebration 
Evening where monetary prizes 
are given out to winners and the 
overall winner receives a silver cup 
to be kept for the next 12 months. 
   This year the village was pleased 
to secure the services of Catherine 
Nicoll from the National Trust as 
the judge.  All enjoyed a �ower quiz 
to start the evening and chairman 
Ron Lucas then introduced Ms 
Nicoll, walled gardener from 
Attingham Park. She spoke 
glowingly about the village and its 
front gardens before presenting 
the awards. She then gave a most 
interesting illustrated talk on the 
restoration of the walled garden at 
Attingham and spoke about her 
day to day duties and aims for the 
future, after which she answered 
some lively questions. 
 The evening was rounded o� with 

an excellent bu�et supper.

Meeting with the 
Heart of England 
in Bloom chairman
A good number of people were 
pleased to welcome Michael
Garwood to the village on a dark 
November evening. The gathering 
took place in the Hinds Head con -
servatory and discussions varied 
widely. New members of the group 
learned a lot and more experi -
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
with �sh or pie, chips and peas! It 
was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.

their front gardens will be judged 
anyway! The results are then 
announced at the Celebration 
Evening where monetary prizes 
are given out to winners and the 
overall winner receives a silver cup 
to be kept for the next 12 months. 
   This year the village was pleased 
to secure the services of Catherine 
Nicoll from the National Trust as 
the judge.  All enjoyed a �ower quiz 
to start the evening and chairman 
Ron Lucas then introduced Ms 
Nicoll, walled gardener from 
Attingham Park. She spoke 
glowingly about the village and its 
front gardens before presenting 
the awards. She then gave a most 
interesting illustrated talk on the 
restoration of the walled garden at 
Attingham and spoke about her 
day to day duties and aims for the 
future, after which she answered 
some lively questions. 
 The evening was rounded o� with 

an excellent bu�et supper.

Meeting with the 
Heart of England 
in Bloom chairman
A good number of people were 
pleased to welcome Michael
Garwood to the village on a dark 
November evening. The gathering 
took place in the Hinds Head con -
servatory and discussions varied 
widely. New members of the group 
learned a lot and more experi -
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
with �sh or pie, chips and peas! It 
was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.

Norton in Hales                  2015

Norton in Hales                  2015

23

held – people don’t have to enter, 
their front gardens will be judged 
anyway! The results are then 
announced at the Celebration 
Evening where monetary prizes 
are given out to winners and the 
overall winner receives a silver cup 
to be kept for the next 12 months. 
   This year the village was pleased 
to secure the services of Catherine 
Nicoll from the National Trust as 
the judge.  All enjoyed a �ower quiz 
to start the evening and chairman 
Ron Lucas then introduced Ms 
Nicoll, walled gardener from 
Attingham Park. She spoke 
glowingly about the village and its 
front gardens before presenting 
the awards. She then gave a most 
interesting illustrated talk on the 
restoration of the walled garden at 
Attingham and spoke about her 
day to day duties and aims for the 
future, after which she answered 
some lively questions. 
 The evening was rounded o� with 

an excellent bu�et supper.

Meeting with the 
Heart of England 
in Bloom chairman
A good number of people were 
pleased to welcome Michael
Garwood to the village on a dark 
November evening. The gathering 
took place in the Hinds Head con -
servatory and discussions varied 
widely. New members of the group 
learned a lot and more experi -
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
with �sh or pie, chips and peas! It 
was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.

their front gardens will be judged 
anyway! The results are then 
announced at the Celebration 
Evening where monetary prizes 
are given out to winners and the 
overall winner receives a silver cup 
to be kept for the next 12 months. 
   This year the village was pleased 
to secure the services of Catherine 
Nicoll from the National Trust as 
the judge.  All enjoyed a �ower quiz 
to start the evening and chairman 
Ron Lucas then introduced Ms 
Nicoll, walled gardener from 
Attingham Park. She spoke 
glowingly about the village and its 
front gardens before presenting 
the awards. She then gave a most 
interesting illustrated talk on the 
restoration of the walled garden at 
Attingham and spoke about her 
day to day duties and aims for the 
future, after which she answered 
some lively questions. 
 The evening was rounded o� with 

an excellent bu�et supper.

Meeting with the 
Heart of England 
in Bloom chairman
A good number of people were 
pleased to welcome Michael
Garwood to the village on a dark 
November evening. The gathering 
took place in the Hinds Head con -
servatory and discussions varied 
widely. New members of the group 
learned a lot and more experi -
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
with �sh or pie, chips and peas! It 
was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.

Norton in Hales                  2015

Norton in Hales                  2015

held – people don’t have to enter, 
their front gardens will be judged 
anyway! The results are then 
announced at the Celebration 
Evening where monetary prizes 
are given out to winners and the 
overall winner receives a silver cup 
to be kept for the next 12 months. 
   This year the village was pleased 
to secure the services of Catherine 
Nicoll from the National Trust as 
the judge.  All enjoyed a �ower quiz 
to start the evening and chairman 
Ron Lucas then introduced Ms 
Nicoll, walled gardener from 
Attingham Park. She spoke 
glowingly about the village and its 
front gardens before presenting 
the awards. She then gave a most 
interesting illustrated talk on the 
restoration of the walled garden at 
Attingham and spoke about her 
day to day duties and aims for the 
future, after which she answered 
some lively questions. 
 The evening was rounded o� with 

an excellent bu�et supper.

Meeting with the 
Heart of England 
in Bloom chairman
A good number of people were 
pleased to welcome Michael
Garwood to the village on a dark 
November evening. The gathering 
took place in the Hinds Head con -
servatory and discussions varied 
widely. New members of the group 
learned a lot and more experi -
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
with �sh or pie, chips and peas! It 
was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.

their front gardens will be judged 
anyway! The results are then 
announced at the Celebration 
Evening where monetary prizes 
are given out to winners and the 
overall winner receives a silver cup 
to be kept for the next 12 months. 
   This year the village was pleased 
to secure the services of Catherine 
Nicoll from the National Trust as 
the judge.  All enjoyed a �ower quiz 
to start the evening and chairman 
Ron Lucas then introduced Ms 
Nicoll, walled gardener from 
Attingham Park. She spoke 
glowingly about the village and its 
front gardens before presenting 
the awards. She then gave a most 
interesting illustrated talk on the 
restoration of the walled garden at 
Attingham and spoke about her 
day to day duties and aims for the 
future, after which she answered 
some lively questions. 
 The evening was rounded o� with 

an excellent bu�et supper.

Meeting with the 
Heart of England 
in Bloom chairman
A good number of people were 
pleased to welcome Michael
Garwood to the village on a dark 
November evening. The gathering 
took place in the Hinds Head con -
servatory and discussions varied 
widely. New members of the group 
learned a lot and more experi -
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
with �sh or pie, chips and peas! It 
was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.

Norton in Hales                  2015

Norton in Hales                  2015

held – people don’t have to enter, 
their front gardens will be judged 
anyway! The results are then 
announced at the Celebration 
Evening where monetary prizes 
are given out to winners and the 
overall winner receives a silver cup 
to be kept for the next 12 months. 
   This year the village was pleased 
to secure the services of Catherine 
Nicoll from the National Trust as 
the judge.  All enjoyed a �ower quiz 
to start the evening and chairman 
Ron Lucas then introduced Ms 
Nicoll, walled gardener from 
Attingham Park. She spoke 
glowingly about the village and its 
front gardens before presenting 
the awards. She then gave a most 
interesting illustrated talk on the 
restoration of the walled garden at 
Attingham and spoke about her 
day to day duties and aims for the 
future, after which she answered 
some lively questions. 
 The evening was rounded o� with 

an excellent bu�et supper.

Meeting with the 
Heart of England 
in Bloom chairman
A good number of people were 
pleased to welcome Michael
Garwood to the village on a dark 
November evening. The gathering 
took place in the Hinds Head con -
servatory and discussions varied 
widely. New members of the group 
learned a lot and more experi -
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
with �sh or pie, chips and peas! It 
was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.

their front gardens will be judged 
anyway! The results are then 
announced at the Celebration 
Evening where monetary prizes 
are given out to winners and the 
overall winner receives a silver cup 
to be kept for the next 12 months. 
   This year the village was pleased 
to secure the services of Catherine 
Nicoll from the National Trust as 
the judge.  All enjoyed a �ower quiz 
to start the evening and chairman 
Ron Lucas then introduced Ms 
Nicoll, walled gardener from 
Attingham Park. She spoke 
glowingly about the village and its 
front gardens before presenting 
the awards. She then gave a most 
interesting illustrated talk on the 
restoration of the walled garden at 
Attingham and spoke about her 
day to day duties and aims for the 
future, after which she answered 
some lively questions. 
 The evening was rounded o� with 

an excellent bu�et supper.

Meeting with the 
Heart of England 
in Bloom chairman
A good number of people were 
pleased to welcome Michael
Garwood to the village on a dark 
November evening. The gathering 
took place in the Hinds Head con -
servatory and discussions varied 
widely. New members of the group 
learned a lot and more experi -
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
with �sh or pie, chips and peas! It 
was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.

Norton in Hales                  2015

Norton in Hales                  2015

held – people don’t have to enter, 
their front gardens will be judged 
anyway! The results are then 
announced at the Celebration 
Evening where monetary prizes 
are given out to winners and the 
overall winner receives a silver cup 
to be kept for the next 12 months. 
   This year the village was pleased 
to secure the services of Catherine 
Nicoll from the National Trust as 
the judge.  All enjoyed a �ower quiz 
to start the evening and chairman 
Ron Lucas then introduced Ms 
Nicoll, walled gardener from 
Attingham Park. She spoke 
glowingly about the village and its 
front gardens before presenting 
the awards. She then gave a most 
interesting illustrated talk on the 
restoration of the walled garden at 
Attingham and spoke about her 
day to day duties and aims for the 
future, after which she answered 
some lively questions. 
 The evening was rounded o� with 

an excellent bu�et supper.

Meeting with the 
Heart of England 
in Bloom chairman
A good number of people were 
pleased to welcome Michael
Garwood to the village on a dark 
November evening. The gathering 
took place in the Hinds Head con -
servatory and discussions varied 
widely. New members of the group 
learned a lot and more experi -
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
with �sh or pie, chips and peas! It 
was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.

their front gardens will be judged 
anyway! The results are then 
announced at the Celebration 
Evening where monetary prizes 
are given out to winners and the 
overall winner receives a silver cup 
to be kept for the next 12 months. 
   This year the village was pleased 
to secure the services of Catherine 
Nicoll from the National Trust as 
the judge.  All enjoyed a �ower quiz 
to start the evening and chairman 
Ron Lucas then introduced Ms 
Nicoll, walled gardener from 
Attingham Park. She spoke 
glowingly about the village and its 
front gardens before presenting 
the awards. She then gave a most 
interesting illustrated talk on the 
restoration of the walled garden at 
Attingham and spoke about her 
day to day duties and aims for the 
future, after which she answered 
some lively questions. 
 The evening was rounded o� with 

an excellent bu�et supper.

Meeting with the 
Heart of England 
in Bloom chairman
A good number of people were 
pleased to welcome Michael
Garwood to the village on a dark 
November evening. The gathering 
took place in the Hinds Head con -
servatory and discussions varied 
widely. New members of the group 
learned a lot and more experi -
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
with �sh or pie, chips and peas! It 
was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.

Norton in Hales                  2015

Norton in Hales                  2015

held – people don’t have to enter, 
their front gardens will be judged 
anyway! The results are then 
announced at the Celebration 
Evening where monetary prizes 
are given out to winners and the 
overall winner receives a silver cup 
to be kept for the next 12 months. 
   This year the village was pleased 
to secure the services of Catherine 
Nicoll from the National Trust as 
the judge.  All enjoyed a �ower quiz 
to start the evening and chairman 
Ron Lucas then introduced Ms 
Nicoll, walled gardener from 
Attingham Park. She spoke 
glowingly about the village and its 
front gardens before presenting 
the awards. She then gave a most 
interesting illustrated talk on the 
restoration of the walled garden at 
Attingham and spoke about her 
day to day duties and aims for the 
future, after which she answered 
some lively questions. 
 The evening was rounded o� with 

an excellent bu�et supper.

Meeting with the 
Heart of England 
in Bloom chairman
A good number of people were 
pleased to welcome Michael
Garwood to the village on a dark 
November evening. The gathering 
took place in the Hinds Head con -
servatory and discussions varied 
widely. New members of the group 
learned a lot and more experi -
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
with �sh or pie, chips and peas! It 
was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.

their front gardens will be judged 
anyway! The results are then 
announced at the Celebration 
Evening where monetary prizes 
are given out to winners and the 
overall winner receives a silver cup 
to be kept for the next 12 months. 
   This year the village was pleased 
to secure the services of Catherine 
Nicoll from the National Trust as 
the judge.  All enjoyed a �ower quiz 
to start the evening and chairman 
Ron Lucas then introduced Ms 
Nicoll, walled gardener from 
Attingham Park. She spoke 
glowingly about the village and its 
front gardens before presenting 
the awards. She then gave a most 
interesting illustrated talk on the 
restoration of the walled garden at 
Attingham and spoke about her 
day to day duties and aims for the 
future, after which she answered 
some lively questions. 
 The evening was rounded o� with 

an excellent bu�et supper.

Meeting with the 
Heart of England 
in Bloom chairman
A good number of people were 
pleased to welcome Michael
Garwood to the village on a dark 
November evening. The gathering 
took place in the Hinds Head con -
servatory and discussions varied 
widely. New members of the group 
learned a lot and more experi -
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
with �sh or pie, chips and peas! It 
was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.

Norton in Hales                  2015

Norton in Hales                  2015

held – people don’t have to enter, 
their front gardens will be judged 
anyway! The results are then 
announced at the Celebration 
Evening where monetary prizes 
are given out to winners and the 
overall winner receives a silver cup 
to be kept for the next 12 months. 
   This year the village was pleased 
to secure the services of Catherine 
Nicoll from the National Trust as 
the judge.  All enjoyed a �ower quiz 
to start the evening and chairman 
Ron Lucas then introduced Ms 
Nicoll, walled gardener from 
Attingham Park. She spoke 
glowingly about the village and its 
front gardens before presenting 
the awards. She then gave a most 
interesting illustrated talk on the 
restoration of the walled garden at 
Attingham and spoke about her 
day to day duties and aims for the 
future, after which she answered 
some lively questions. 
 The evening was rounded o� with 

an excellent bu�et supper.

Meeting with the 
Heart of England 
in Bloom chairman
A good number of people were 
pleased to welcome Michael
Garwood to the village on a dark 
November evening. The gathering 
took place in the Hinds Head con -
servatory and discussions varied 
widely. New members of the group 
learned a lot and more experi -
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
with �sh or pie, chips and peas! It 
was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.

their front gardens will be judged 
anyway! The results are then 
announced at the Celebration 
Evening where monetary prizes 
are given out to winners and the 
overall winner receives a silver cup 
to be kept for the next 12 months. 
   This year the village was pleased 
to secure the services of Catherine 
Nicoll from the National Trust as 
the judge.  All enjoyed a �ower quiz 
to start the evening and chairman 
Ron Lucas then introduced Ms 
Nicoll, walled gardener from 
Attingham Park. She spoke 
glowingly about the village and its 
front gardens before presenting 
the awards. She then gave a most 
interesting illustrated talk on the 
restoration of the walled garden at 
Attingham and spoke about her 
day to day duties and aims for the 
future, after which she answered 
some lively questions. 
 The evening was rounded o� with 

an excellent bu�et supper.

Meeting with the 
Heart of England 
in Bloom chairman
A good number of people were 
pleased to welcome Michael
Garwood to the village on a dark 
November evening. The gathering 
took place in the Hinds Head con -
servatory and discussions varied 
widely. New members of the group 
learned a lot and more experi -
enced people had many questions 
for Mike. The evening continued 
with �sh or pie, chips and peas! It 
was a very bene�cial meeting and 
the Group were glad that Mike had 
taken the time to make the visit.

Norton in Hales                  2015

Norton in Hales                  2015

Over the past year there have been many events organised for villagers to meet up 
and to try their hands at new sports, pastimes and hobbies. Many lend their support in 
helping to strengthen the village’s community. Events include:

Quiz Nights in Jubilee Hall and Hinds Head Inn
Beer Festival & barbecue at the Hinds Head Inn
Jazz in the Church
Church Fete
Choir Evening at Betton Moss Farm
Sports Challenge and Fun Evening at the Playing Fields, with cricket, tennis, rounders, 
bowls, tug of war plus bar and barbecue
Strawberry Tea and walk
Open Day at the School

Cricket Club - founded in 1928, the club enjoys the modern facilities of a recently built 
new pavilion. Two teams compete in the North Staffs and Cheshire league and there is 
a thriving Juniors’ section

Tennis Club - the club’s two grass courts are considered to be the finest in Shropshire. 
Two Mens’ and one Womens’ teams compete in the Shropshire LTA league and coaching 
is provided for beginners

Bowls Club - the club is justifiably proud of its playing and clubhouse facilities. They 
compete in three local leagues and have 8 inter-club competitions each year; regular 
practice sessions are held and beginners are welcome

5k race - on 27 December, a well supported race was organised around the fields 
adjoining the village, to raise funds for vital treatment of a local woman with gall bladder 
cancer Move to Our Sports and Leisure

North Staffordshire Hunt - there was much excitement in October when the hunt met in 
the village, witnessed by many villagers

Horse Trials - Brand Hall hosts the British Pony Championships in June. Top British riders 
from across the UK compete here for the title of British National Pony Champion

Greener for Life
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Villagers are kept very well informed with up-to-date news about church 
services, activities, societies and clubs, history and all aspects of village life. 
Different media is utilised to maximise communication

Messenger - a monthly Newsletter distributed throughout the village. There is a page 
dedicated to the Bloom Group featuring future events, news and gardening tips

Website - www.nortoninhales.org is an active website managed by a dedicated team 
and it is a mine of information about the village

Email Alerts – many residents have signed up to this new initiative to ensure they are 
kept up-to-date with local village developments

Noticeboard - located opposite the church, villagers are encouraged to advertise their 
activities and events, and Parish Council information is posted regularly

Press coverage - the Bloom group has kept the local area well informed about its 
activities this year and a selection of press cuttings are illustrated here. 

Facebook C - The village’s page can receive nearly 300 views each week and also has 
regular new ‘likes’

A-boards - these are regularly placed in prominent positions around the village to 
advertise events

Flyers are distributed regularly throughout the village to announce forthcoming activities

Greener for Life
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