


 Alliance Ouchi-O’Donovan 6-12 Complex High School 

Art 1 
Syllabus 2019-20 

Contact Information: 
Teacher: Mrs. Nicole Shorthouse     
Email: nshorthouse@laalliance.org 
Please contact me if  you have any questions or concerns. 

Art 1 

Course Description 
The purpose of  this course is to provide a balanced visual arts program, which guides students to 
achieve the standards in the visual arts. Introduction to Art provides a foundation of  visual arts 
knowledge and skills and their connections to other subjects, and explores the discipline in depth 
both intellectually and experientially. The course serves as a prerequisite for all advanced visual arts 
courses in high school. 

Rewards: I also reward students for good behavior and participation during class. 
! Raffle tickets: used for raffles at the 5 week and 10 week mark of  each semester for prizes. 
! Hero Points may also be rewarded for outstanding behavior or a class as a whole. 

How You Will Be Graded 
Everything done in class will be accounted for. Weighted grades are based on the National Arts 
Standards and will be split into different categories. Please refer to the next page for what type of  
assignments fall into which categories. 

Homework: 10% 
Classwork: 10% 

Quizzes/Minor Projects: 30% 
Exams/Major Projects: 50% 

Homework & Time Commitment 
As students will be required to complete roughly one art piece each week, a considerable amount of  
work will have to be done outside of  the classroom. Students can expect at least 5 hours of  
homework a week. Students may also use Monday “Open Studio” time after school to finish projects. 

Additionally, you will keep a daily sketchbook containing drawings, paintings, ideas, sketches, notes, 
photos from magazines, thoughts, and references and written responses to artwork. 

Classwork: 
*Do-Nows 
*Brainstorming /Research: These assignments are designed to help students generate ideas for 
major upcoming projects. Student do not have to stick with their original idea, but they must do the 
research in order to have multiple approaches for creativity.  
*Skill-based practice work: Demonstrations will be done before a major project where 
students are expected to practice the skill that needs to be learned. These small practices may 
be graded off  as a participatory grade just as long as the student attempted to the best of  their 
ability to complete the skill.  
*Critiques:  Students will take notes on the feedback they receive and will have time to revise/
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re-present art pieces after this formative review. 
*Notes: Lecture will be given before any major project on content specific vocabulary. These 
will be graded off  of  neatness, drawn examples, and ability to write down extra notes that 
helps students understand content.   

Quizzes/MINOR Projects: 
*Stages of Art Criticism: Students will be asked to look critically at different works of art 
done by famous artists. Once students have described and formally talked about mood and 
style they will analyze and interpret the piece. 
*Artist Statements: Students will have to write about their projects in an artist statement. 
A rubric will be provided and help will be provided for students that need assistance in 
class and during tutoring. 
*Studio Goals/Individual Conferences: Studio goals are posted a week in advance and 
are meant to keep students on track to finishing their project. During these individual 
conferences will we talk about your progress and how you can improve your project. 

Exams/MAJOR Projects: 
*Projects: Projects are graded solely off a standards based rubric (not talent) in which students are 
informed of before project is due. You will be taught skills before you are expected to do the 
projects. Projects are weighted heavier than other summative assignments since weeks are spent on a 
single project.  

Required Supplies: 
All students are expected to bring the 3 items below everyday to class. These are materials that you 
must get independently from what I will provide with the art money. Failure to come to class 
prepared results in deduction in your formative grade.  

1. Two pencils
2. Big eraser (Pencil cap sizes not acceptable!)  
3. Spiral bound or hardcover sketchbook (NO EASY TEAR or PERFORATED 

PAGES

Ethics, Artistic Integrity and Plagiarism 
Any work that makes use of  photographs, published images and/or other artists’ work must show 
substantial and significant development beyond duplication (60% original). This is demonstrated 
through manipulation of  the formal qualities, design and/or concept of  the source. The student’s 
individual “voice” should be clearly evident. It is unethical, constitutes plagiarism, and often violates 
copyright law simply to copy an image (even in another medium) that was made by someone else and 
represent it as one’s own. 

ART 1 Project List 
Fall Semester - August, September, October

Week Project Description

1, 2 Introductions & Portfolio Cover

3 The Elements of Art and Formal Analysis

4 Symbolic Self-Portrait:  Still Life Drawing

5, 6 Expressive Compositions and “In The News”

7, 8 Contour Line Studies/Part 1: Hand Studies in Glue and Chalk

9, 10 Printmaking: Pattern Designs



Keep the syllabus for your records. After thoroughly reading the 
syllabus please sign, date, and return this page with the parent email 

and phone number. 

 I, (Student’s Name) ____________________________, am aware of what Ms. Shorthouse’s 
class requires and I am fully aware of the rules to follow. 
 
Student’s Signature:________________________________________________  
Date _________________ 
  
I, (Parent/Guardian’s name) _______________________, am aware of what Ms. Shorthouse’s 
class requires and I am fully aware of the rules to follow. 
 
Parent/Guardian’s Signature: ________________________________________ 
Date _________________ 

Email and phone number that the PARENT can be best contacted at:

Email (if none write N/A): ____________________________________________________

Primary number: ____________________________________________________________

Secondary number: __________________________________________________________

Art Class’s Wish List 
The success of your student’s and their classmates’ education can be greatly enhanced through 
donations! Please take a look and donate anything you can! I’ll be happy to take any donations 
of what you think may be helpful for my class. Please circle it below so I can thank you for 
it! 

Simple items Wish List:  I would be extremely grateful if I can get these items for our classroom 
to make sure my class is sanitary and running smoothly. I will also give you raffle tickets and 
hero points for donating items!  

! Kleenex/tissue 

! Hand sanitizer 

! Band-aides 

! Old Newspaper  

! Old Magazines 

DONATIONS: Any extra monetary donations are extremely helpful especially for those students 
that struggle to pay for their art money contribution. Please turn in the money to Mr. Avilez in the 
front office. The students and I am extremely grateful for any support for the arts!

**If you have any comments or concerns about anything (medical, religious holidays, accommodations, 
etc) I may need to know about your student please write a note below or e-mail me. I am open to your 
concerns.


