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We can all learn a lot
from a classic panto!
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his week’s gib-

berish dressed

up asaveneer of

wisdom comes to

you from deepest
Devon where I have travelled
to experience the nearly
world-famous biennial
Kingston village pantomime.

As with all deliberately
disruptive experiences, the
combinationofpanto,aclose

communityand the plentiful
supply of alcohol offered up
several life-lessons for distil-
lation by an open mind.

The script for Robin Hood
‘wasdownloaded from the in-

ternet and rehearsals for the

. three individual, somewhat

unique February perform-
ances began way back in No-
vember. For the Saturday

- final finale, the assembled

audience had travelled from
as far afield as Geneva and
Modbury and the cast were
drawn from all cornersofthe
Kingdom of Kingston.

Dame Fred, the builder,
carried the wider perform-
ance with a high-pitch vocal

- momentum that had the au-
dience in stitches. He quite
. literally nearly brought the
house down when he tripped
~ andfelloffthestage,grabbing
. the set for support. :

The whole performance
wasclassicpanto. Weenjoyed
everything from an impro-
vised Sherwood Forest Haka

and two wonderful villageidi-
ots, to the entire show being
paused after the announce-
ment that a parked Vauxhall
needed to be moved to allow

the farm milk tanker to get
pastthevillage hall. Brilliant.
So, what was theretolearn

fromourtriptoDevon? Other

than the fact that unfettered
second home ownership can
decimate the spirit of com-
munities by hollowing them
out, we learned there is such
joyand sense ofachievement
available to those prepared
to work together as a team.
Striving to entertain our-
selves, it seems, is,intheend,

- justasworthwhileifnot more

50, than competing to win in
the global rat race.

Secondly, being prepared
to lampoon yourself and not

. takeyourragingegoatall seri-

ouslyis the only reliable road
to sustainable fulfilment.

And finally, there is little
pointinworryingabout what
has already gone spectacu-
larly wrong during the pro-
duction - including your life
and business - because IT'S
BEHIND YOU!
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