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his week’s war-

bling comes to

you direct from

the Hay Liter-

ary Festival in
Wales where ourteam isa
sponsor and to which [ have
travelled to have my mind
expanded by some of the
UK’s more creative think-
ers, who are prepared to
look beneath the emotional
immediacy of the changes
we are currently enduring.

Ontheback ofthe European

elections there isalot of deep

thought about at Hay this year,

a situation which I believe con-

trasts with our society in gen-

eral at the moment, where our

| polities are now dominated
. by division, emotion, fear and

blame.
Members of the Hay Con-

- gregation of readers and writ-
. erswith a professedinterestin
~ thedrivers of a life well-spent |

and happiness beyond gut-
tural reaction and emotional
responses are reeling with the

. meaning of Brexit.
In many ways, life now feels

like a scene from an old black
and white movie where old

Etonian Cameron somehow |
lost Brexitin alate-night poker |
game and therest of the family

are now all trying to deal with
the consequences and mean-

ing of this purposeful accident.

I'think we can all agree that
there is no way back to where

| We were in 2016, a seemingly ;

tolerant society, respected and

looked up to around the world,

and a super-magnet for indus-
trial inward investment into
Europe.

That particular moment
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in our partial, skewed nation-

al narrative has well and truly

passed and will not be recap-
tured even were we to revoke
Article 50 and decide not to
leave the EU.

The damage is done. The
catalytic change has been
wrought. Humpty ain’t getting
put back together again.

On reflection, it seems to
me that the deepest and most
depressing damage now ex-
ists in the terrifying divisions

brought upon us.
Despite the murder of an
- MP, the clear and present dan-

gers fo the Good Friday Agree-

ment which brought tothe end
the murder of over 3,000 peo-

acrosssocietywhich Brexithas

ple, the massive uplift in rac- |
istovertones,theriseofthefar |

right and the end to marriages
and family harmony, I fear the
scale ofthe terrifying fault line
we have prised apart is beyond

. what most people imagine and

isirreparable.
It’s as though Lex Farage-

Luther’s plan to detonate nu- |

clearchargesat the weak points
of the San Andreas fault has

succeeded in breaking a now

sinking California free from
mainland USA. Where the hell

. is Superman when you need

him?

theswindlethatgotushereand

- looking at the larger canvas, I
fear we have de-stabilised not

just a weakened Europe strug-
gling under the challenges of
migration, buthave helped ush-

erin the end of the Free World
- asweknowitbymakingitOKto

kickthe establishment or some
‘elite’ for all and every reason.

Hence Trump, theriseofLe
Penandtheresurgence ofhate

crimes.

Ignoring the sheer scale of |

I want to live in a Britain |
where we stage inspirational,

hopeful 2012 Olympic Opening
Ceremonies, not one where Ni-
gel Farageisfeted for threaten-
ing to put on khaki and pick up
arifleifhe doesn’t get the purity
ofhiswishes.

I want to live in a Britain

where the division is not so |

clearly one between the young
and the old.

Thereisastraight-linerela-
tionship between age and pro- |

pensity to have voted to leave
theEU.

When Iwas alad in the 80s |
we endured the long miners’

strike complete with its three-
day week and the sores are still
with us.

The Withdrawal Agreement |

is not even the negotiation on
trade, which isthe difficult bit.

There will be young people
now who will, by the time they
retire from work, ONLY have
known the divisions around
Brexit. So sad.

I want to live in a Britain |

where we are focused on the

challenges of homelessness,
loneliness and the existential
threat to ourspecies thatisglo-
bal warming, not one that takes
reliefby blaming the EU, immi-
grants or Theresa May.

What worries me most is
thatoncethe EUhasbeenkilled
as the erroneous but conven-
ient external target, who will
be next? We've done MPs’, the
press and bankers already. It’s
yourturn next.

Our polities is broken. We
aredoingpartition toourselves,

To my mind, Parliament
seems to be working as it
should.

Don’t be fooled by the bile
and opprobrium sent in its di-
rection by the emotionally im-
mature.

Whatisbustisthetwo-party
system, not Parliament. In the
face of such a crisis we have a
wannabe Margaret Thatcher
wanting to be replaced by a
wannabe Winston Churchill,

i God help us and the world.

Whereisthe hope? Whowill
shinealightintothisdarkness?



