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IYCN Statement regarding the March for Science

Following the movement initiated in April 2017, the second edition of the
March for Science takes place this year on April 14th. Members of the
International Younger Chemists Network (IYCN) are actively participating
in the event, and IYCN as a network itself supports the ideas of the
March for Science movement. IYCN’s mission statement: ”communicate,
collaborate, educate and mentor” is directly connected to the March for
Science. As chemists and therefore also as scientists, we strongly support
the three main points of the March for Science movement:

1) Legislation, policies, and government programs are based on evidence
and scientific consensus.
2) Publicly funded research is available to the public without censorship,
especially when that research is relevant to policy-making.
3) There is robust, sustained, and generous government support for scien-
tific research and education.

IYCN, as a global network, supports and promotes these ideas worldwide.
As scientists, we strive not only to advance science, but also to educate the
general public about our work. At the same time, we are committed to
stand up to policies that have a negative impact on local or global societies.
We strongly believe that scientifically-based facts must be considered when
making decisions impacting society.
Marches are a useful endeavour, but should not be the only mechanism used
to support the three points mentioned above. We should be creative and
find multiple formats of introducing and explaining science to the public.
IYCN is establishing multiple communication channels with the society via
various projects worldwide. For instance, a relevant initiative organized
by an inspiring group in San Diego, California is the ”Two Scientists Walk
Into a Bar” (www.rhfleet.org/events/two-scientists-walk-bar). Similar
ideas should be identified and distributed around the world. IYCN as a
global network will catalyze this process, in agreement with our mission
statement.
If you, as a young chemist, have participated in a March for Science event,
please send us a picture of the March with one or two sentences stating why
you have participated. We will create a collage of all the pictures that we
receive and highlight the role of younger chemists in the March for Science.
We also welcome your ideas on how scientific knowledge can be brought to
the public in an open and creative way.
Please send your picture and your statement to the following email:
socialmedia.iycn@gmail.com with the subject ”MarchForScience”. Pictures
posted on social media using #ScienceMarchIYCN will also be collated and
shared by IYCN to younger chemists worldwide.

Sincerely,
Evijola Llabani, Lori Ferrins, Fatima Mustafa, Felicia Lucci, Sebastian Weber,
Sophie Carenco, Catie Rawlins and Courtney Ngai (IYCN Executive Board)
#ScienceMarchIYCN #marchforscience
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Upcoming Events and
Activities
1st TYAN International Thematic
Workshop, Chascomus, Argen-
tinia, April 23-27, 2018.
www.sbbmch.cl/?p=15538
International Conference on
Chemical Sciences & Engi-
neering (CHemSciE), Xalapa,
Veracruz, Mexico, April 26-27,
2018.
www.uv.mx/icb/chemscie/
13th EYCN Delegates Assembly,
Torino, Italy, May 6-9, 2018.
www.soc.chim.it/it/sci_giovani/
eventi
Alpenforum, Garmisch, Germany,
May 25-27, 2018.
www.jungchemikerforum.de/
muenchen/alpenforum
SCF18-Chemistry Conference,
Montpellier, France, June 30 -
July 4, 2018.
www.scf18.fr/
World Polymer Congress
(MACRO), Cairns, Australia,
July 1-5, 2018.
www.macro18.org/
32nd Annual Symposium of the
Protein Society, Boston, MA,
USA, July 9-12, 2018.
www.proteinsociety.org/page/
annual-symposium
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IYCN at the 3rd Annual Symposium of American Chemical Society (ACS)
Nigeria International Chemical Sciences Chapter

Opening Ceremony

The programme started at exactly 9:30am with an opening remark given by Prof. Obaleye - the Chair of ACS
Nigeria chapter. After goodwill messages by few guests of honour, the keynote lecture titled ”Adding Value to the
Industry for Environmental Sustainability: Expectations from the Chemist”, was meticulously delivered by Mr
Augustine Igbuku - Corporate Environment Manager, Shell Petroleum Development Company of Nigeria (SPDC).
Plenary Lecture was equally delivered by renowned scientists. The opening ceremony ended with a group photo.

Technical Sessions

Technical sessions (Oral and Poster presentations) and the undergraduate orientation were done concurrently.
Out of sixteen articles which were scheduled for poster presentation, seven participants were present while nine
were absent without registered excuses except in few cases where distance was their reasons. Three participants
out of the seven present were members of the Local Organising Committees (LOCs) and as such were not
eligible for the award. The remaining four candidates consisting of two undergraduate students and two
post-graduate students, were judged by three examiners. As co-organiser of the poster session, IYCN provided
two representatives while one was ACS representative accompanied by Chemists on tour. The presenters were
judged basically on the following criteria: adherence of their posters to given dimension, novelty and relevance
of their research, availability of bibliography, clarity, high readability and well-structured layout, well labeled
data/graphs/images and use of affiliation logos.

At the end of the evaluations, two winners from the two categories emerged:

1) Undergraduate winner: Miss Hamzat Adejoke Temitope from University of Ilorin, Nigeria with an article titled
”Determination of Cadmium in eight Nigeria foodstuffs from different markets in Nigeria”.
2) Post-graduate winner: Miss Inemesid Etuk from University of Uyo, Nigeria, with an article titled ”Distribution
and ecological risks of polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) in sediments of different tropical water
ecosystems in Niger Delta, Nigeria”.

IYCN, as co-organiser of the poster session sponsored the best post-graduate poster award worth ten thousand
Naira (≈ $27.78) while that of undergraduate worth five thousand Naira (≈ $13.89) sponsored by ACS. The two
winners were given in addition a certificate of recognition signed by IYCN representative and the ACS University
of Uyo Student Chapter President. The awards were presented on behalf of the organisers by Dr. Nnemeka Edith
Ihegwagu, one of the ACS Nigeria International Leaders. The award was highly appreciated by the students and
the entire ACS chapter members present. The younger chemists were thrilled by the awards that provided us the
avenue to educate and discuss IYCN and its purpose with them.
The symposium came to a close with remarks given by the Programme Organizer (PO), Dr. Atim S. Johnson.

Emmanuel C. Ohaekenyem

IYCN Social Media Team
Bioinorganic Chemist Department of Pure and Industrial Chemistry
Nnamdi Azikiwe University Awka, Anambra State, Nigeria
ecohaekenyem@yahoo.com
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IYCN at the 3rd Annual Symposium of American Chemical Society (ACS)
Nigeria International Chemical Sciences Chapter

IYCN representatives Emmanuel (left) and Omotola (right) with the two award winning
students Inemesid (mid-left) and Hamzat (mid-right) and Dr. Nnemeka (center)

Reflection of the best Post-Graduate Poster Awardee

My aim of attending the American Chemical Society (ACS) Symposium was to learn from the experienced pro-
fessionals who attended as keynote speakers and also learn from other colleagues while discussing my research
work which I presented as a poster. The event was really rewarding as participants discussed extensively on
their research. When I was given the opportunity to talk about my poster I made it unambiguous and in the
words of Dr. Nnemeka E. Ihegwagu, I earned the award for the IYCN best poster presentation because, I could
communicate my science well. I am greatly honoured by this award and express my gratitude to IYCN. Also, I
wish to specially thank Dr. Edu Inam, Mr. Nnanake-Abasi Offiong and Prof. K. W. Kim for their tutelage. I want
them to see this award as their award also.

Inemesid Benjamin Etuk

IYCN Social Media Team
Department of Chemistry
University of Uyo, Nigeria
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IYCN at the 20th Spring Symposium of JCF

Every year the German Chemical Society Young Chemists’ also known as JungChemikerForum (JCF) organizes a
spring symposium. This year, the JCF celebrated the 20th anniversary of the spring symposium in south Germany
at the heart of Lake Constance with a serene view of the Swiss Alps, bordering Switzerland attracting more than
300 participants from different Universities across Europe and Asia. An exciting aspect of this conference is
that this is an international conference for the students organized by the students. The theme of the conference
”Bridging the gap” befitted the scientific, international and cultural diversity showcased from the posters and
oral talks. At the beginning of the conference, Willis Muganda an IYCN representative and board member of
JCF gave a short presentation to all regional leaders’ meeting about the objectives, vision and future prospects
of IYCN. Most of the leaders present expressed interest in actively engaging in future IYCN activities. IYCN was
actively represented with a poster.
The organizers put tremendous effort in outsourcing for keynote speakers from different scientific research
backgrounds. One of the outstanding moments was how the young researchers actively engaged and interacted
with these speakers. It is always amazing to see how people make new friendship and dine together. One
delegate said, ”I have never ever made useful contacts in my life within a short time like this. I definitely want
to attend the next spring symposium”. One of the collaborating partners of IYCN, European Young Chemists’
Network (EYCN) in collaboration with Wiley and EVONIK sponsored the best poster an oral talks awards.
Such a conference would not have been successful without the support of the German Chemical Society,
University of Konstanz and other industry partners. The next spring symposium will be held at the University of
Bremen in Bremen city from March 20th - 23rd, 2019.

Willis C. Muganda

IYCN Finance Team
Department Chemistry-Biology
University of Siegen, Siegen, Germany
muganda@jungchemikerforum.de
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Willis C. Muganda a member of IYCN and national board of JCF presenting IYCN
with a poster at the 20th Spring Symposium of JCF in Konstanz, Germany
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IYCN at ACS National Meeting in New Orleans, USA

In March 2018, members of IYCN engaged with one
another during the American Chemical Society Spring
National Meeting in New Orleans, United States. IYCN
members from North America, Europe, and Africa meet
in-person to discuss current projects. Even, some face-
to-face introductions were made after working together
for years to create IYCN.

Additionally, the ACS meeting provided an opportunity
for IYCN to network with our supporters, mentors, and
peers within the ACS community including Younger
Chemists Committee and International Activity Com-
mittee. Several members attended the U.S. National

Committee for IUPAC meeting where Evijola Llabani,
IYCN chair, updated the committee on our current ac-
tivities. The committee provided positive feedback on
our efforts and some practical guidance on our projects.
U.S. National Committee for IUPAC strongly encour-
aged us to continue our efforts to establish a truly
global community of rising chemists.

Evijola Llabani (IYCN Chair), Felicia Lucci (Chair IYCN
Finance Team), Nnanake-Abasi Offiong (IYCN Social
Media Team)

Back to Contents

Pictured with the U.S. National Committee are Evijola Llabani, IYCN chair, and Felicia Lucci, IYCN Finance Team
Lead, where the committee was updated on the progress of IYCN.
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IYCN at 7th Berliner Chemie Symposium

IYCN was present at the 7th Berliner Chemie Symposiun on April 5th. During the poster session Sebastian
Weber, IYCN Social Media Team Lead, presented an IYCN poster and discussed the mission and plans of IYCN to
many interested participants of the symposium. The visitors were interested in the project IYCN and are looking
forward to our next steps and development.

Sebastian Weber (Chair IYCN Social Media Team)

Sebastian Weber (Chair IYCN Social Media Team) presenting the IYCN
poster to Tim Kröber (Vice-Chair JCF Berlin) and discussing the mission
and plans of IYCN

Back to Contents

Support Wanted

IYCN is looking for sponsors and supporters.
Do you, your organization or your company want to support IYCN and its
progress?
Please get in contact with us via the following mail addresses:
iycn@iupac.org and iycn.chair@gmail.com.
We are searching for sponsors who would provide financial support for
travel expanses, poster/talk prizes which we can also award on behalf.
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Active Members in IYCN

Catherine M. Rawlins received her B.Sc. in Applied Science with
minors in Chemistry, Plant Science, and Art in 2013 at the University
of Wisconsin-Stout (Menomonie, WI USA). She is currently a 5th year
Ph.D. Candidate at Northeastern University (Boston, MA, USA) in
Chemistry and Chemical Biology. Her research focuses on the mass
spectrometry imaging of clinical tissue for neurodegenerative diseases
diagnostics.

Selected Awards
• Wolfgang Goetzinger Amgen Memorial Fellowship Award (2017)
• American Chemical Society Leadership Development Award (2016)

Sub-committee/Position: Chair, Conference Presence

Fatima Mustafa obtained her B.Sc. and M.Sc. in chemistry from the Uni-
versity of Jordan. She is currently a Ph.D. student in the BIOSEM group
at Clarkson University. She is a former secretary of ICYC (International
Conference of Young Chemists), 2012 in Jordan.

Sub-committee/Position: IYCN Secretary

Felicia Lucci received her Ph.D. in Chemistry in 2016 from Tufts Univer-
sity in Massachusetts, United States and her B.Sc. in Chemistry in 2011
from Franklin and Marshall College in Pennsylvania, United States. She
is the 2016 - 2017 Science and Technology Policy Congressional Fellow
sponsored by Materials Research Society / The Optical Society.

Selected Awards
• Outstanding Academic Scholarship Finalist at Tufts University, 2016
• National Science Foundation Delegate for 65th Lindau Nobel Laure-

ate Meeting, 2015
• American Chemical Society Leadership Development Award, 2015
• Graduate Assistance in Areas of National Need Fellowship, 2014

Sub-committee/Position: Chair, Finance
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Emmanuel C. Ohaekenyem received his B.Sc. in Chemistry in 2011 and
M.Sc. in Inorganic Chemistry in 2016 from Nnamdi Azikiwe University
Awka Anambra State, Nigeria. He is currently a Ph.D. student at Nnamdi
Azikiwe University Awka. He is working on synthesis and complexation
of novel macrocycles with focus on anticancer, ion transport and photo-
catalytic abilities.

Selected awards:
• 2011- First class Honours award, Nnamdi Azikiwe University
• 2010- Faculty Physical Sciences best grade of the year award
• 2009- Prof. Anyakoha’s best grade in Electonic Physics award

Sub-committee/Position: Member, Social Media

Raymond Borg received his B.Sc. in Biochemistry in 2014 from the
University of Southern Maine and a M.Sc. in Chemistry in 2017 from the
University of Massachusetts Boston. He is currently a Ph.D. student at
the University of California Santa Barbara.

Selected awards:
• Master’s Student Achievement Award, University of Massachusetts

Boston
• Torch Leadership Award, University of Massachusetts Boston
• Beacon Graduate Student Leadership Award, University of Mas-

sachusetts Boston Leadership Development Award, American
Chemical Society

Sub-committee/Position: Member, Finance

Courtney Ngai received her B.Sc. in biochemistry from the University
of Delaware and her Ph.D. in chemistry with a focus on education
from the University of Massachusetts Boston. She is currently a
postdoctoral researcher at Colorado State University, where she is work-
ing with departmental action teams to improve undergraduate education.

Selected awards:
• Young Chemists Crossing Borders participant, 2016: Northeastern

Section of the American Chemical Society
• Sanofi Genzyme Doctoral Research Fellowship, 2016: University of

Massachusetts Boston, Chemistry Department
• Distinguished Doctoral Fellowship, 2012: University of Mas-

sachusetts Boston, Chemistry Department

Sub-committee/Position: Chair, Public Outreach
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Submission to the Newsletter

If you want to submit an article or some information to the
newsletter please follow the submission guidelines. The
most up to date version can be found under the following
link:
Dropbox
Or just contact us via the following mail address:
socialmedia.iycn@gmail.com

We would like to encourage you all to provide us with
interesting content about your work in the subcommittees,
presence of IYCN at conferences, ideas for a fruitful inter-
national cooperation, your visions for the network, and/or
interesting reports about IYCN related topics. Only with
your help we can establish an interesting newsletter which
provides you useful information about the organization and
recent progress within.
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”To create a unified global net-
work of young chemists to:

• communicate,
• collaborate,
• educate, and
• mentor”

IYCN Chair

• Chair
Evijola Llabani
ellabani@gmail.com

• Vice-Chair
Lori Ferrins
l.ferrins@northeastern.edu

• Secretary
Fatima Mustafa
Mustaffm@clarkson.edu

IYCN Steering Committee
Leads

• Conference Presence
Catherine M. Rawlins
rawlinscatie@gmail.com

• Finance
Felicia Lucci
felicia.lucci@gmail.com

• Governance
Sophie Carenco
sophie.carenco@gmail.com

• Public Outreach
Courtney Ngai
court.ngai@gmail.com

• Social Media
Sebastian Weber
sebastian.weeber92@t-online.de
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Contact Information:
International Younger Chemists Network
iycn@iupac.org
socialmedia.iycn@gmail.com
iycnglobal.wixsite.com/iycn
facebook.com/IYCN.global/
linkedin.com/in/intlyoungerchemistsnetwork/
twitter.com/IntlYoungerChem

Editor:
Sebastian Weber
socialmedia.iycn@gmail.com
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