
Home /  The Calvert Recorder /  News /  Local News

http://www.somdnews.com/recorder/news/local/dunkirk-youth-matt-bennett-runs-for-commissioner/article_e7699f13-
a744-597a-a2fe-441485dabf14.html

FEATURED

Dunkirk youth Matt Bennett runs for commissioner
By TAMARA WARD tward@somdnews.com  Nov 27, 2017
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STAFF PHOTO BY TAMARA WARD

Matt Bennett registered to vote as a Democrat when he got his driver’s license on March 7, 2015. Some
839 days later, he registered as an at-large candidate in the 2018 election for the Calvert County Board of
County Commissioners.
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The 19-year-old Dunkirk resident, who voted for the first time in 2016, feels his age or lack of experience
in elected office should not be a factor in deciding whether to cast a vote for him in the next
commissioners’ election.

“I may only be 20 by the time I am elected, but you don’t have to be 30 to know how to improve your
community. You don’t have to be 40 to care about your neighbors. You don’t have to be 50 to hold public
office,” said Bennett, adding that the current BOCC had not held elected office before being elected
county commissioners. “No one has held public office until they do.”

Bennett said democracy is not a spectator sport and that everyone has a part to play, including himself.

“I know how to improve the community right now. I’m not going to sit down on the sidelines … I want to
make a difference now,” added Bennett. “The future is too important to wait my turn.”

Bennett attributes his early activism to his parents’ involvement in the Calvert County Democratic Central
Committee and recalls early memories attending Barack Obama’s inauguration at age 10.

A 2016 graduate of Northern High School, Bennett was politically active, serving both as president of
Young Democrats and as a member of Young Republicans clubs, which he said gives him a unique ability
to be open minded.

“I’d like to be able to step into the other side’s shoes. So, why are they voting the way that they are? Why
do they think the way that they do? You can’t be in a box, mindset wise,” explained Bennett, who was
also an Advanced Placement scholar and athletic standout at Northern.

Now in his second year of college as a mathematics major at the University of Maryland, Baltimore
County, Bennett is now a member of UMBC College Democrats and UMBC Progressives and hopes to
funnel the collective experiences in his bid to make Calvert better for all.

On track to graduate in three and a half years in the fall of 2019, Bennett believes when he takes office
December 2018, his college major will help him understand the budget better and help him to identify the
most efficient uses of county resources.

Bennett said the current county commissioners promised to bring financial responsibility to the county and
promised to keep taxes where they were or to lower them.

“They didn’t do that — they raised everyone’s taxes while giving [the next board] a pay raise,” stressed
Bennett. “They found money for themselves while our teachers lagged behind in their steps. Our teachers
should never worry about the money they are promised.”



Bennet said the county really needs to bring more financial responsibility and more common-sense
investment to Calvert. He suggests allocating more dollars to address the growing opioid crisis in the
county and feels the nonprofit Calvert Alliance Against Substance Abuse is grossly underfunded,
reporting that it receives only $100,000 out of the county government’s quarter-billion-dollar budget.

The prospective also wants to make sure Calvert citizens’ money and voices are going as far as they can
by increasing government transparency and accessibility. His proposed solution to achieve both is to hold
BOCC meetings in the evening.

“Tuesday at 10 a.m. — they are trying to hide from people. Most of our residents are working people,”
Bennett said. “A lot of our residents have input, but our commissioners aren’t listening to them.”

While he opposes some of the decisions of the current board, Bennett knows there’s a distinct possibility
he may be the only Democrat on a predominately Republican board and will have to work across party
lines if he is elected.

“Our democracy functions best when we have a diverse set of opinions to work with and for our citizens to
hear,” said Bennett, adding that he believes currently there are five clones of the same demographic on
the current board. “We really need to change that — get a new voice on the board.”

In retrospect, he believes the issues the county faces are “Calvert County problems with Calvert County
solutions” that are nonpartisan and benefit the county as a whole.

He hopes his candidacy inspires a new generation of young voters, who he said have an “atrocious” voter
turnout rate, and show them that politics matters.
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Bennett, who speaks consistently in terms of “when” not “if” he is elected, is up against a Republican
voter registration base that has risen by 690 voters since October 2016. Registered Democrats in the
county have increased by 212 over the last year, widening the gap between Democrats and Republicans
23,699 to 26,560, respectively.

“Obviously, Democrats have had a problem here in Calvert County. We have an all-Republican board. So,
we are not going to win by doing the same thing, running the same type of candidates. I think I am unique
in that I am going to grab people’s attention,” said Bennett, of possibly being the first 20-year-old
commissioner with the help of voters from all party affiliations.

“In Calvert County, a generic Republican is going to beat a generic Democrat every time. We need to try
something different — try something fresh,” said Bennett. “I am that.”
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Educator, political activist Brown runs for Calvert commissioner

By TAMARA WARD tward@somdnews.com  Apr 25, 2018

Brown

STAFF PHOTO BY TAMARA WARD

Prince Frederick resident and former chairman of the Calvert County Democratic Central Committee

Greg Brown wants to be the ear for all Calvert citizens.
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“I will be a listener commissioner. I always will listen respectfully to anyone and everyone who is

wiling to talk to me,” Brown said.

Brown, a Prince George’s County high school history teacher, is eager to tackle the issue of

teachers’ pay in the county.

“We should not have people in Calvert County who are dedicated to educating our children not

happy because of compensation,” Brown said.

Brown, a delegate of the Maryland State Educators Association and Maryland Education

Association, said dissatisfaction with compensation is a nationwide issue.

“I do think we could use a teacher on the board as a commissioner. I am a taxpayer and an

educator,” Brown said, reasoning that he would not have to recuse himself on teacher-related issues

because he works in a neighboring jurisdiction. Brown, 63, said he will be retiring in 2019.

His empathy for teacher concerns has earned him an endorsement from the Calvert Education

Association for the at-large post he seeks.

And while he works outside of the county, Brown makes a point to stay on top of Calvert issues.

Specifically, he has been following the Board of Education hubbub over whether to arm school

safety advocates.

“For anyone to conclude that any of the five current school board members is not equally concerned

about the safety of all the students and educators would be a big mistake,” Brown said, noting that

he knows all five and has respect for them.

On this issue of arming school safety advocates, Brown suggested “going to the people on the front

lines” by soliciting the advocates on their thoughts before others make a determination.

“If they do, I hope to God that they are concealed. I don’t want our kids seeing that every time they

see an adult responsible for their security,” Brown said.

Brown is also not a proponent of arming teachers and reinforces his views by saying “teachers don’t

want guns — they want funds” so they can give students the highest quality education.



Brown said there is a consensus that people feel safe in the county and he is confident with the

sheriff’s deputies’ abilities to keep schools safe, regardless of who is elected sheriff next year.

Brown, who moved to Calvert in 2000, also believes there is a clear consensus to keep Calvert

County country and to grow responsibly, suggesting officials “preserve what’s best and improve the

rest.”

He believes the keys to achieving balance is to listen to people and seek out those knowledgeable

about transportation and other infrastructure needs before allowing more growth.

“I’m looking forward to the day when there are four lanes connecting us to St. Mary’s County, and

even four lanes over to Benedict,” Brown said, suggesting the need for a comprehensive traffic

study to see if those ideals can be supported. He also suggested working with neighboring

jurisdictions and legislation before embarking on such endeavors.

Brown is a proponent of getting more people in politics and to the polls and getting more money out

of politics to the benefit all.

One of four Democrats running for the two at-large seats on the board — to include Matt Bennett,

Joe Johnson and Duwane Rager — Brown hopes to be among the two top two vote getters who will

face off against the top two Republican contenders in November.

Brown was not always a Democrat. He said he was a registered Republican between 1980 and

2006 and was even a delegate to the Republican National Convention.

“I don’t regret voting for Ronald Reagan,” Brown said. “I respect the history of the Republican Party.”
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Brown said he returned to his Democratic roots because he discovered it was the best fit for him.

In the years to follow, Brown rose from an associate member on the Calvert County Democratic

Central Committee in 2013 to vice chairman in 2014 and eventually was elected chairman in 2015, a

post he stepped down from last year to prepare for this election season.

Brown hopes voters can get past “party allegiance” to see that he will vote on the issues that best

represent all of the constituents in Calvert.

“People will discover that they can trust me,” he said.

Brown believes his life and work experiences, as well as his service in the political process and the

community, make him the most qualified for the role of commissioner.

Brown is originally from the Tidewater Region of Virginia. He graduated from the University of North

Carolina Chapel Hill with a bachelor’s in political science and earned a master’s in secondary

education from the College of William and Mary.

He is married to Calvert Circuit Judge E. Gregory Wells and has three adult children and eight

grandchildren.
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Farmer, former ag secretary Hance runs for Calvert commissioner

By TAMARA WARD tward@somdnews.com  Jan 3, 2018
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Port Republic farmer Earl F. “Buddy” Hance is ready to trade his corn, wheat and soybeans in for a

seat on the Calvert County Board of County Commissioners, at least on Tuesdays.

Hance, who can trace his Calvert roots back to 1780, has filed for board candidacy as a Republican

in the 2018 election to protect the county he has always called home.
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“People move here for the same reason that my family has been here for all those generations —

it’s a nice place to live, it’s safe and we have good schools. We don’t want to jeopardize that, we

want to make sure we keep that quality of life,” Hance said of the reason behind his election run.

This is not Hance’s first foray into public office. From 2009 to 2015, he held the post of secretary of

agriculture for the state of Maryland under former Gov. Martin O’Malley (D).

“I come from a long line of lifelong Democrats. In Calvert, the old Democrats were conservatives. I

was a Blue Dog Democrat,” said the 63-year-old Hance, about his political stance prior to his late life

party switch.

Hance even held an elected post for four years with the Calvert County Democratic Central

Committee. He attributes his party shift to position changes in the Democratic Party and the practice

of supporting only party candidates or voting only down party lines. He stressed that he is the same

person he was when he was a registered Democrat and will continue to vote for the best person

regardless of party and vote to do what’s in the best interest for Calvert citizens.

The District 2 resident is running for one of two at-large BOCC posts. Currently, Commissioners’

Vice President Tom Hejl (R) and Commissioner Steve Weems (R) occupy those spots on the board.

“The most important priority for me is growth,” Hance said. “We have to be careful how we grow. We

need to grow. We have to grow — I’m not a no-growth person.”

Hance said zoning and the comprehensive plan are very important for the long-term plans of the

county and that leaders need to think forward and be careful when making decisions that have

significant impacts on the quality of life and culture of Calvert. He admits he is not in favor of

immediately expanding the town centers, and suggests deferring expansion until the Armory Square

development, Prince Frederick apartments and other significant projects are complete to make sure

the county has developed the infrastructure capability to accommodate those impacts.

“On any given Monday through Friday, the traffic light at Stoakley Road will backed up two to three

miles,” Hance said, referring to congestion on Route 4. “We don’t hear a solid plan on what we do to

address that.

“When we are making decisions that impact the traffic that’s on those roads, we have to account for

that and we can’t expect the state to quickly make improvements,” Hance said, suggesting a traffic

impact study must be done to assess the increased density of housing and cars the new projects



will bring.

The Calvert High School graduate, who identifies education as another of his priorities, said the

county also needs to factor in the impact to schools.

“In the ‘80s when we went through that tremendous growth spurt, we couldn’t build a school fast

enough,” Hance recalled. “We don’t want to go back to that. You need to account for the school

capacities and make sure we are not going to overload schools again.”

With 50 percent of the county’s budget going to Calvert County Public Schools, Hance recognizes

the commissioners need to play an important role in funding and looks forward to seeing how the

new funding formula works out. However, he said the BOCC should work much more closely with

the board of education to negotiate teacher contracts when the time comes to minimize surprises.

“My philosophy has always been we have one opportunity to educate a child. A child’s life can be

changed based on his experience at school. We need to make sure we hire the best high-quality

teachers available and retain those teachers,” Hance stressed. “In education, you can have the best

buildings, you can have the high-tech equipment, but that teacher is the most important link in the

chain.”

Traffic is a reoccurring theme for Hance, who intends, if elected, to address traffic issues in

Solomons, to include keeping pressure on state officials to replace the Gov. Thomas Johnson

Bridge, and to make sure the county is able to move citizens out in case of an emergency at

Dominion Cove Point LNG or Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Power Plant.
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Hance is also focused on job development for the entire county, but has a special concern for the

southern part of the county where the Patuxent Business Park resides, with only one tenant. He said

the county has to do a better job of finding out what is missing and why business aren’t relocating

there.

Active in the Calvert County Farm Bureau, Hance said the county has an excellent land preservation

program, but said it needs more resources to protect and preserve the county’s rural farms.

He applauds the county’s hire of an agricultural specialist within the Department of Economic

Development to implement helpful initiatives. He believes the county should look at opportunities in

the town centers to market those products and help with advertising and securing grants, something

he hopes to initiate if elected to the board.

Hance, a married father of three adult children and four grandchildren, is fully aware his family name

is well known in the county, but he doesn’t rest on name recognition to get him elected. “There’s a

lot of people out here that I don’t know that I’ve got to get to know and they’ve got to get to know me

and that’s the job between now and June 26,” Hance said.
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Farmer, appeals board member Hance-Wells runs for commissioner
By TAMARA WARD tward@somdnews.com  Mar 5, 2018

Hance-Wells
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Prince Frederick farmer Susie Hance-Wells, a 63-year-old married mother of three and grandmother of
eight, is running as a Democrat for the District 2 seat on the Calvert County Board of County
Commissioners.

“My heart and soul is in the ‘Cul-vert.’ Always has been,” Hance-Wells said, referring to the county’s
name like a true native. “The past few years I felt that we haven’t been following the plan we set up in the
past comprehensive plans.”
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Hance-Wells previously served eight years as a member of the county planning commission, where she
played a part working with citizens and the government in planning the direction and visions for the
county on two comprehensive plan updates.

Currently on the county’s Board of Appeals, she said she has to ensure the requests before her are in
compliance with the comprehensive plan.

“When I saw the draft of [the Calvert County Comprehensive Plan for 2040], that confirmed my fears that
we were significantly varying from the initial visions that we had for where this county is going to go,”
Hance-Wells said. “It seems to me that the vision statements have stayed the same, but the plan doesn’t
exactly support those vision statements.

“We have to re-establish the trust of people in the government and the fact they are working for the
people, all people, and consider all people’s opinions,” she said.

Determined to run a positive campaign, Hance-Wells was reluctant to point out specific examples to the
contrary by the current board, but acknowledged being a leader is a difficult position and said when
leaders make a decision, that decision “should be justified to the people” in the name of transparency.

If elected, she commits to look at all aspects of a problem and use “unbiased data” to render decisions in
the county’s best interest.

Keenly aware of the two waring factions — those who want to retain the county’s rural character and
those who want to promote development and business growth — Hance-Wells finds herself somewhere
in between, something afforded to her by being both a farmer and a former planning official.

“I think there has to be a balance. I think that you have to progress. That’s important for a community to
stay healthy,” Hance-Wells said.

She envisions that balance to include different types of residential development, industrial development to
expand the county’s commercial base as well as efforts to continue to preserve and maintain farmland,
open space and the county’s natural resources.

“It’s the way you achieve that balance that is very important. You can set all kinds of goals, but the way
you reach that goal is just as important as the goal itself,” she added.

She said developing the county while retaining its unique attributes is important, but that it is not easy
given its geography. As a peninsula, the county has water issues and, with one major road, traffic issues.



If the plan update process is still underway and she is on the board, Hance-Wells would make it her
priority to shore up the comprehensive plan by including action statements that lay out how the county will
reach each goal, which she said is currently missing from this draft.

“We need to slow down. We need to be complete. … It shouldn’t be rushed,” Hance-Wells said.

Open to the pleas of citizens for more time to review the comprehensive plan, Hance-Wells thinks there is
a great benefit to all in extending the review and comment period.

“There’s no real downside to that because you end up with a better product,” Hance-Wells said, recalling
her planning days listening to citizens’ concerns. “You can come in with two separate ideas, but you can
blend those ideas to a workable solution — I don’t think we have given that an opportunity.”

Hance-Wells said sitting down to listen to a diversity of opinions will allow the county to come out with a
product the majority of people can support.

Hance-Wells feels the county needs to devote more energy to tying public infrastructure to growth,
commonly referred to as adequate public facilities.

Concerned traffic studies may not have been completed to support the county’s potential increase in
development, Hance-Wells would like to see the impact that different developments will have on the
county and to determine if the infrastructure could support the expansion.

“It’s like the chicken and the egg, though — which comes first? When you look at residential and
commercial, you can’t get good commercial without the population to support it,” Hance-Wells said.

As a past president of the Calvert County Farm Bureau, she plans to tap into relationships she
established with various elected officials over the years “to flush out policy” and also to address
deficiencies with local and state roads, to include Mason Road, Route 231 and the Gov. Thomas Johnson
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Bridge.

Hance-Wells acknowledged she does not have the solution to everything, but will commit to researching
and working with the various local and state agencies to find viable and economically sound solutions.

“I am a farmer and I come from a profession that you have to be very careful on how you spend your
money because you never know from one year to the next what you are going to have to work with,” said
Hance-Wells, a self-proclaimed fiscal conservative. “I want to make sure the basic needs of the citizens
are taken care of — that’s first and foremost.”

Hance-Wells is the only female and Democrat running for the District 2 seat. Mark Arness, David Gatton,
Bruce Henkelman and Tim Hutchins are on the Republican primary ballot.
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Hart seeks a second term on Calvert BOCC

By TAMARA WARD tward@somdnews.com  Feb 12, 2018

Hart
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Calvert County Commissioner Mike Hart (R) is making another run for office.

The 49-year-old Lusby resident and liquor store owner has filed for re-election to the board.

“I’m a terrible politician. Probably the worst politician, and you can quote that, that we’ve ever had,”

Hart said. “I feel morally obligated to give back.”

Hart said he just wants to serve in the county where he felt “so blessed” to grow up and to serve

others, as his family always volunteered.
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With a head for business, Hart said in his second term he will continue to focus on making the

county more fiscally sound, but feels the county has come a long way to make the government run

like a business.

“People think it’s not a business. It’s a $281 million business,” Hart said. “We’ve done a

reorganization. We’ve changed the budget structure completely, we’ve saved lots and lots of money,

and more so, we’ve saved a lot of man hours, which are hard to quantify in a dollar.”

Hart said it is imperative that the next board take the county to a point where “almost anybody” can

come in and run it. Hart believes good ideas come and go, but the county has to have a system, like

most successful businesses, that sustains the county with the same goal.

“At the end of the day, the goal is to make this place the best place to live in, in the world. That’s the

goal. If that’s not goal as county commissioner, then you are off base,” Hart said.

Part of his strategy includes shoring up the county’s finances and fiscal outlook for the future to

include when the Dominion Cove Point LNG PILOT Program payments end in 2023.

“It’s very imperative that we understand our finances and the direction we’re going into. It’s going to

be very serious,” Hart said, referring to an expected $9 million decrease in revenue. “I want to make

sure the next generation doesn’t feel it.”

A vocal animal advocate, Hart looks forward to the opening of the Linda L. Kelley Animal Shelter

and to ensure its development is done right.

Looking back on the current board, Hart said the time it took to get things in place was problematic

for him, as four years pass quickly.

He believes the placement of key people in office such as Wilson Parran as deputy county

administrator and Mark Willis as director of planning and zoning were integral to the county’s

smoother operations — two appointments he felt could have been made earlier.

As for missed opportunities in his first term, Hart wished he could have understood better the

relationship between the Board of Education and the commissioners.



“I got a quick education on the two entities. I thought I could make [BOE] use their existing fund

balance to put back into the school system and I didn’t know I wasn’t allowed to do that,” Hart said.

“That’s a fault of mine. I should have researched that better.”

Hart said he has learned moving forward, but that the relationship was completely severed, resulting

in a lot of mistrust between the two boards. Hart said he has a better picture of things today than he

had three years ago and hopes for the opportunity to put his newfound knowledge to use.

Hart acknowledged the board has had contentious relations with other groups in the county.

“We’ve broke more eggs in the kitchen, more than anybody has done in three years,” Hard said.

“But you can’t make a meal without breaking an egg sometimes.”

The commissioners’ involvement in the 2040 comprehensive plan update has been a source of

much contention.

“People are petrified to change a blade of grass, but we do have to understand that everyone that

has moved in has changed that blade of grass,” he said, noting that the county has evolved since he

was a boy.

Hart said there is a misbelief that businesses are knocking down the door to set up shop in Calvert.

“No one is knocking on the door to come here,” Hart stressed. “I have not sat in a room with anyone

that has named a business that they are going to bring here to me.”

Hart hopes that won’t be the case for future generations, but in order for it to come to fruition, the

county must strike a delicate balance between Calvert’s rural culture and generating business in the

town centers. He aims to do so even if it is unpopular.

“The comprehensive plan has to be drawn out to where it makes sense,” he said. “Things are zoned

one way. Right across the street it’s something different. You can be in one shopping center and

have two different zonings.”



Hart said the inconsistencies are costing taxpayers and businesses money because the areas are

not zoned properly. He is also challenged with how things are grandfathered with no set end date in

sight, suggesting things are not fair.

Hart said he does not like that he is not making 90,000 people happy with every single decision, but

notes that he can sleep at night because those decisions are in the best interest of the county.

Hart, who defines himself as an old-school moderate, said he cares about all residents regardless of

political affiliation. He also said the Board of Commissioners is not playing party politics in Calvert.

“We don’t do Roe v. Wade in Prince Frederick. We do Calvert County,” Hart said, referring to the

controversial 1973 Supreme Court decision affirming a woman’s right to have an abortion.

Hart, who has lived in Solomons, Drum Point, Chesapeake Ranch Estates and White Sands and

frequents Cove Point, hopes his deep knowledge of those areas and the relationships he has built

with those residents in District 1 will carry him to a second term.

“There has always been a kind of stigma — ‘Oh, you’re from lower Calvert’ — and that didn’t mean

geography. That rings hard to people that have been there a long time,” Hart said, hoping to change

how parts of the population view the area. “I am proud to be from the town.”

Hart is running against Democrat Tricia Powell from Drum Point and newly converted Republican

Emad Emile Dides from Lusby for the District 1 board seat.

In 2014, Dides, then a Democrat, and Hart faced off in the General Election. Hart was victorious.
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Hart hopes to be as fortunate this time around, but admits to taking beatings on social media for his

votes on controversial issues within the county.

“People cannot believe I am running again. I’m not done,” Hart said. “I want to leave it better than I

found it.”
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Former state delegate, trooper Hutchins runs for commissioner
By TAMARA WARD tward@somdnews.com  Mar 14, 2018

Hutchins
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Career civil servant and Prince Frederick resident Thomas “Tim” Hutchins is running for Calvert County’s
Board of Commissioners on the Republican ticket for District 2.

The Calvert High graduate was raised on a farm in Barstow before entering the U.S. Army. Upon his
return to Southern Maryland, Hutchins became a Maryland State Police trooper.
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Hutchins was elected to the House of Delegates representing Charles County from 1995 to 2003 during
the Gov. Paris Glendening (D) administration.

Hutchins later became secretary of veterans affairs, but left the job to assume the dual-post of secretary
and superintendent of MSP at the request of then-Gov. Bob Erlich (R).

In 2015, he served as secretary of homeland security under Gov. Larry Hogan (R), and in his retirement,
he is now eager to serve in Calvert.

“Quite frankly, this is home. I’ve done my careers. I bring a lot of varied experience from a lot of different
venues that I think will be able to be useful to the county,” Hutchins said.

Familiar with the Calvert mantra “We don’t want to be another Waldorf,” Hutchins acknowledged to The
Calvert Recorder that significant growth did take place in Charles County during his tenure as delegate,
but said the “1980s really set the stage” as the county commissioners had challenges addressing the
growth that descended upon the county.

Hutchins worked the U.S 301 South Task Force, which examined the corridor from Route 50 through to
the Gov. Harry Nice Memorial Bridge in order to remedy traffic bottlenecks.

He hopes to tap into that experience and his state level contacts to help Calvert address what he believes
is its biggest problem — transportation, which he said will ultimately define what the county can and
cannot do in terms of growth.

“Traffic is a knot right in here in the middle of the county … it’s a traffic knot that cannot be untied. Only
thing we can hope to do is improve the flow,” Hutchins said, referring to Route 2/4, between Route 231
and Stoakley Road.

“We can broaden the corridor Route 2/4 by increasing the number of lanes. We have to synchronize
traffic lights because we have failing traffic lights, where you have more than one cycle of a light to get
through,” Hutchins said, also recommending building overpasses at key crossover points.

Hutchins said the town center concept is key in focusing residential and commercial growth, but is limited
by the transportation infrastructure. He also believes the concept may be out of sync with the vision.

“The town centers themselves not mutually supporting the comprehensive goals — they’ve got to
mutually support the comprehensive plan based on their geographical location and their capacity,”
Hutchins said.



As an example, Hutchins cited Dunkirk’s commercial retail center as having no county public water and
sewer, which he said will be a growing issue and one that could potentially impact the county’s AAA bond
rating down the road.

“The bond raters observed a need for more commercial space. So, we have to look at where can we put
[water and sewer] and get the most value out of it and attract a good cross-section of companies,”
Hutchins said.

In addition to enhancing the county’s commercial retail area, Hutchins also wants to sustain Calvert’s
rural footprint.

“We can do that. We can keep and retain the focus on retaining forest land … keep the focus on retaining
agricultural land and agricultural productivity because I see signs of younger people coming back, women
and men, in different agricultural endeavors,” Hutchins said.

“But, at the same time, you are 35 miles from the nation’s capital and growth is going to come. So, you’ve
got to be able to manage it and look forward well down the road.”

The former law enforcement officer wants to curb the flow of opioids in the county and reduce the number
of related deaths, but realizes in order to see results, the county needs to take a comprehensive
approach.

Tapping into his experience addressing the fentanyl crisis on the Eastern Shore, Hutchins said an
intensive combination of health and educational resources and early intervention are needed in tandem
with a “robust effort” from law enforcement to find and arrest drug dealers.

“Law enforcement can’t be the sole responsible agency for opioids,” Hutchins said.

The effort to decriminalize marijuana by states, even though it is still federally classified as a Schedule 1
class drug, had Hutchins comparing it to the money crop.



Hutchins, who grew up on a farm when “tobacco was king,” worked in the state legislature while the effort
to eradicate tobacco production was executed. He said tobacco was an economic and livelihood issue for
some, but it was also a health issue.

He revealed that he voted in favor of medical marijuana on the third time it was presented in the House
Judiciary Committee, but said states that have passed laws that make the drug legal are just looking at it
from an economic side.

“You can’t legalize a drug and expect to fight other drug use. That does not work,” Hutchins said.
“Marijuana is a gateway drug to other to drug use.”

Hutchins is one of six candidates running for the District 2 seat that will be vacated by Commissioner Pat
Nutter (R) when his term expires in December. Mark Arness, David Gatton and Bruce Henkelman are
also on the Republican primary ballot. Susie Hance-Wells is on the Democratic ticket.

Hutchins is keenly aware there is a chance the BOCC may be much more politically diverse than the
current all-Republican board. He said he is committed to working across party lines to represent the best
interest of all Calvert citizens.

“I worked in a Democrat-dominated legislature,” Hutchins said. “I will do very well whatever the mix
happens to be be after the November elections.”

At age 72, Hutchins said he is in good health and does not have any higher political aspirations.

“I’m not looking for the next step up,” Hutchins said. “I’m at the end of the line, so to speak, but not at the
end of the line as far as my capabilities.”

If elected, he will be the second Thomas Hutchins to serve as a Calvert commissioner. His great-great-
grandfather, Thomas Love Hutchins, served on the board in the early 1900s.
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School board member McConkey makes third run for
commissioner

By TAMARA WARD tward@somdnews.com  Jan 29, 2018

McConkey
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If there is any truth to the phrase “third time’s a charm,” Dunkirk resident Kelly McConkey will be on

Calvert County’s Board of Commissioners this time next year.

McConkey, 49, ran unsuccessfully as a Democrat in 2010 and 2014 for District 3, losing to

Commissioners’ President Evan Slaughenhoupt (R) four years ago.

“They were all tough races, really tough races,” McConkey said.

With Slaugenhoupt stepping down at the end of his term this December, McConkey, now on the

GOP ticket, has a chance at the seat, with Republicans outnumbering Democrats 26,477 to 23,583.

McConkey continuously receives questions about his party switch two and half years ago.
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“Let’s just say I was always a very conservative Democrat, and the party now — there really isn’t a

conservative side of it. It’s really far to the left or you’re a Republican,” McConkey said. “I have more

Republican views, at this time.”

McConkey said if he had his way, the commissioners’ race would be nonpartisan like the Calvert

County Board of Education, where he has served for six years. McConkey asserts his political

affiliation has never played a role when making a decision.

He currently faces Democrat Holly Budd in the general election.

It is only fitting that McConkey would be on school board. The married father of four boys moved to

Calvert County from Prince George’s in 1999 for the quality of the schools.

Almost halfway through his second term on the school board representing District 3, McConkey

credits himself with keeping the lines of communication open between the school board and the

BOCC over contentious issues.

From his BOE experience, he has identified some educational issues he plans to champion, if

elected to the board of commissioners.

“County employees and teachers not getting their steps — it’s been a big priority of mine to get their

steps restored,” McConkey said, acknowledging the current board’s role in giving back steps and

coming up with a funding formula.

“My goal would be to get all of the employees caught up to their steps, which is important — ‘cause I

run a business and a business is only as good as your employees,” said McConkey, who wants to

include steps for law enforcement as well.

As the owner of Kelly’s Tree and Lawn Service, McConkey knows the challenges of running a small

business. His priorities, if elected, include curbing the increase in fees associated with real estate

transactions and getting rid of the business personal property tax.

“That’s a huge burden on businesses. The filing fee alone is $300,” McConkey said. He is also

against raising taxes.



McConkey currently has a contract with the Calvert County government to cut trees, on an as-

needed basis. He said if elected he will end the contract. Having a contractual relationship with the

county for over 10 years, McConkey said he understands the funding challenges the county faces

when trying to get projects done.

Road safety is paramount for McConkey, who plans to work toward making sure road projects and

even the Gov. Thomas Johnson Bridge are properly funded and moving forward. He understands

his role in working with state legislators and takes pride in having good relationships with legislators

on both sides of the aisle. He also hopes to make the Chesapeake Hills Golf Course more

profitable.

McConkey prides himself on staying abreast of what’s going on in the county and jumps at the

opportunity to work toward solutions.

For agricultural preservation, he’d liked the county to allow more types of zoning uses for farmers.

He’d also like a comprehensive review of the zoning ordinances in industrial areas. He said prior to

the current board, there were prohibitions on karate and dance studios in industrial areas, forcing

them to set up in town centers where they couldn’t thrive.

McConkey is fully aware of the tension and differing agendas between small businesses, those that

want to protect the county’s rural character and advocates of smart growth.

“Everybody has a different idea of what smart growth is,” McConkey said. “I think smart growth is

focusing on the town centers.”
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Not swayed by the controversy, McConkey said he would continue the practice of past and present

boards to keep commercial zoning in the town centers.

He hopes to impress upon voters that his experience dealing with government, negotiating contracts

for the last 20 years as a small business owner and his support of educational initiatives

demonstrates that he is qualified to be commissioner.

“I have proven myself working with an over $200 million budget with the school system. I’ve run the

large budgets and made very important decisions that affect a lot of people,” McConkey said.

If elected, McConkey said he would step down from his BOE post once sworn in as commissioner,

but hopes he will have some say in who the BOCC selects to succeed him in finishing out the last

two years of that post.

Accustomed to doing the physical work for his business, McConkey said he will rely on his staff of

12 employees to pick up the slack so he can devote time to his duties as commissioner. “That’ll be a

day off for me — being a commissioner, as opposed to cutting trees,” McConkey joked.
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Drum Point's Powell makes a run for BOCC

By TAMARA WARD tward@somdnews.com  Aug 14, 2017

Powell

A Lusby woman has thrown her name into the 2018 race for Calvert County’s Board of County

Commissioners.

“I’ve been getting ready for this for 10 years,” said Tricia Powell, a lifelong Democrat, who has her

eyes set on the District 1 seat currently held by Commissioner Mike Hart (R).

“It’s time for a change of Hart,” she punned.
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The 62-year-old mother of three and grandmother of 10 has never held elected office in state or

local government, but she spent three elected terms on the board of directors for Drum Point

Property Owners Association.

In that capacity, Powell said she stopped the breakwaters in the Chesapeake Bay that would have

caused damage to the properties along the shore, and she played a part in bringing down special

tax district fees for Drum Point residents.

Powell’s six-year tenure on the DPPOA board was contentious as she butted heads with other

board members for questioning board policies and administrative actions. She later had a

successful run for Calvert County’s Democratic Central Committee, which she is currently on and

has been a member of for a little more than five years. She has also served as vice president, a post

she stepped down from in June to run for BOCC.

A career opportunity for her husband, Mel, brought the Cheyenne, Wyo., native to Southern

Maryland 22 years ago, after living most of her life in Southern California. Now a retired health care

administrator for a long-term care facility and psychiatric hospital as well as a chief financial officer,

Powell feels she is more than capable for the commissioner’s post.

“I think we need someone on the board that knows budgets, who can look at cost studies, who can

look at policies,” said Powell, who also boasts a decade of experience working in Orange County

government as a financial analyst supporting county commissioners as well as conducting

legislative impact studies, writing policy and assembling budgets. “So, I bring all that experience to

that role.”

Powell believes those skills, coupled with her willingness to listen to the people and her knowledge

of the issues that affect Calvert citizens, makes her one of the most qualified candidates running for

the office, including the sitting board.

“We can do better — in our smart growth, in addressing the [opioid] crisis and in education,” said

Powell, who believes the opioid epidemic is the gravest of all the issues and requires a multi-

pronged approach that includes both treatment and enforcement.

“I’ve been administrator over a psychiatric hospital. I know what drugs can do to a person and their

family,” said Powell, detailing the story of a young man who was a heroin addict but had been drug

free for five years and relapsed unexpectedly after seeing a red truck similar to the one his drug

dealer used to drive.



Powell is a staunch proponent of mental health counseling to help people learn how to deal with

disease long term so they know their triggers and do not relapse.

“Money has always been the thing that holds back mental health help,” explained Powell,

suggesting she would try to secure more funds for counseling and the expansion of beds for

inpatient treatment and outpatient post-rehabilitation services, to include job counseling, so people

can transition back into society.

“Drug addiction is lifelong recovery — it’s not just 30 to 60 days and you’re out and you’re cured,”

stressed Powell.

“We’ve also got a real problem … with drugs coming through Anne Arundel County. We need to

really find out what does the [Calvert County Sheriff’s Office] need so we can help them do their job

and stop these drugs from coming into the county,” said Powell. “Do they need more K9s? Is it

manpower? What can the community do to help them? At this point, everybody needs to get

involved, not just law enforcement.”

As for education, Powell wants to keep lowering the turnover rate for teachers at Calvert County

Public Schools.

“We have tremendous teachers here, but I don’t think there is enough respect for them and for what

they do,” said Powell. “If our teachers aren’t happy, it’s going to affect our kids.”

Powell suggests finding a middle ground to keep CCPS teachers happy. She also suggests

recruiting more minority teachers and special education teachers into the school system.

http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsu5tgJo9BhEUCOyJEOVMgyDOX0oiz-swLO_UmSBfQWRPySoGSu6tS4FZJDiV4aH3kEpdf0ldxNH59MtDPrvHnriwtemUuaWmn4uCwjqbN0g4btTRz1bZskud-YXIooRU1tgrleqLBroCfBxLMHYk-freLVim7dHq1dOIbqWwX4PUqqI3fxkts8RxvhbcDggEbCrxLlkRqGnq8Y2OU8miJQgan42Kglz_0eRiMsQ6T0MjUkgFk50pzBrLXJ0m4cg_o1l4V9YGK5FJZBakbWt8h0q&sai=AMfl-YSmRlnmVjZvONKg5g3TGUrQFMp6WodB-SySvhTTN5pm46j7_68zQSzp0qzXxI1p_5ItbDXFbMJI4rmir_9XQvLFLOf8Ra6eR3WkGnpseZR8TBb5mgwJAQvj-7nm&sig=Cg0ArKJSzGgBeBZlHPu-&adurl=http://jobs.finditchesapeake.com/&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y


The former homeowners’ association board member has numerous thoughts on the development of

the county and often turns the phrase “smart growth.”

“We need to look into housing that serves all ages and all economic levels. We need make sure that

we are protecting our farmland, our historic areas, our forests, and when we’re considering

commercial or industrial ventures, we need to look at traffic patterns,” Powell said.

In addition to conducting transportation impact studies, Powell said development must be in its

appropriate place.

“That should be automatic when you bring something in big like a big-box store or a Dominion,” said

Powell. “It should be part of the formula.”

The candidate said she would also like to see more transportation options for kids in the county, as

well as eliminate congestion on Calvert County’s side of the Gov. Thomas Johnson Bridge. Powell

believes a lot of the congestion is caused by a traffic light on the other side of bridge that needs to

be synchronized properly. She suggests the remedy may be working with St. Mary’s County and

Dominion Cove Point, which contributes greatly to traffic congesting in the evening commute times.

As for the District 1 incumbent, Hart, Powell said, “He’s going out and meeting the people. Where he

can improve is listening to the people.”

Powell wants citizens who are looking for a leader with great business acumen and the willingness

to listen to constituents to cast their vote for her June 26, 2018, primary election day.
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Weems runs for third term on commissioner board
By TAMARA WARD tward@somdnews.com  May 8, 2018

Weems
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Commissioner Steve Weems (R) filed for a third term as county commissioner, running at large.
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“I still have a genuine desire to serve the constituents of Calvert County and still have something of value
to contribute,” Weems said.

Elected in 2010, Weems, now 47, came on board during the great recession.

“We have an aging population and declining school enrollment. There are fiduciary topics that need to be
addressed in the future,” Weems said, referring to the “windfall” of future revenues from Dominion Cove
Point LNG’s payment in lieu of taxes and where to best allocate them.

Weems takes some pride in serving on the board that put the deal together with Dominion. He looks at
the PILOT from two perspectives: the “blessing” of revenue enhancement of the government and the
“curse” of “the tampering down of expectations” that the funds will cover all things that need assistance.

“There’s a limit to what we can and cannot do,” Weems said. “You have to be careful how you allocate
funds.”

Weems said without the deal, the county would have been in the red $15 million over 15 years.

“Over $804 million in totality the county would not have received from the PILOT. Other jurisdictions were
vying for the project. The facility would have been mothballed,” Weems said, referring to the addition a
one-time payment of $25 million and annual payments ranging from $35.8 to $48.8 million over the next
five years.

Weems said at the time, it was the largest construction project in the state and brought 120 full-time
paying permanent jobs to the county and upwards of 2,000 temporary jobs.

“It was a boon to the local economy while it was under construction. Post-construction, I want to make
certain there are amenities in the southern end,” Weems said, hoping to recover from the “growing pains.”

Weems also is proud of the board’s recent decision to include in the fiscal 2019 budget a $0.015
decrease in the real property tax rate.

Last year, Weems requested a modest decrease in the property tax, which was rejected by the board.
Weems sat silent during the agenda item last Tuesday, but said he harbored no ill will for last year’s
rejections.

“I am proud to be part of the board re-implementing the funding formula,” Weems said of the school
financial backing tool suspended after the recession. “That’s a big deal.”



Weems’ priority is to project civility into commissioners’ deliberations, if re-elected.

He said there’s a trend in society that does not project civility and it’s important for customer service —
which he views as his relationship with Calvert’s 90,000 residents.

Reluctant to point to any of his board members when asked if any members lacked civility, Weems
instead answered, “A soft answer turneth away wrath,” quoting Proverbs 15:1.

Other priorities for Weems are to seek common ground among constituents and to be a good steward of
taxpayer dollars.

“We are charged with highest and best use of taxpayers dollars. It’s the hardest job I’ve ever had. It’s
about service to the citizens and making certain that their needs are provided for,” Weems said.

Weems said the topic of growth versus preserving rural character is not as simple as it sounds.

“It’s not because we have a robust transferable development rights program that began in 1978,
nationally recognized. With the economic downturn of 2008, the sale of TDRs” decreased, he said.

“I would like to hear from the stakeholders,” Weems said. “We need to be fluid and adaptive to that said
program. The other variable you have is the next generation of property owners, children, who are looking
for home sites. We have to be mindful of that.”

Weems said the current Calvert County Comprehensive Plan, promoting economic growth in the town
centers and retaining the county’s rural character, is very important to him.

“The Sustainable Growth and Preservation Act of 2012 basically created a situation where our jurisdiction
was treated is as one size fits all, which I do not agree with,” Weems said, noting Calvert’s unique
geographical characteristics. “We have an arterial road that is our life blood.”
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“If we can attain our goal of 40,000 acres, which is currently what the comprehensive plan calls for
preservation total, I would say I’m fluid with that,” he said, adding the mandated tier mapping may be a
tool for achieving that and estimates that 28,000 acres are currently preserved.

As for public calls for the board to consider allocating 1 percent of the county’s budget toward
preservation to achieve the remaining 12,000 acres, Weems said he is open to any discussion both for
and against the proposal, but suggests first that an audit of the ownership of the current TDRs in the
market be done.

“There’s a symbiotic relationship between development and preservation, and seeking the sweet spot or
balance to it is the key to the future,” said Weems, whose family farmed tobacco and cattle, but got out of
tobacco years before the buyout and stopped cattle in 1998.

While he understands the challenges of the agricultural community, the challenges that small businesses
face in the county also resonate with Weems, who is also the general manager of Wymiss Liquors in St.
Leonard.

In response to public outcry that the county is moving too quickly with the comprehensive plan, Weems
defers to the planning commission.

“If the planning commission is comfortable moving forward with the recommendation after analysis of said
recommendation, I could confer a decision or entertain a delay based on their recommendation,” Weems
said, admitting he relies on their judgment. “That is their main function as a board.”

Weems feels a transportation study update needs to be one, but in conjunction with the Calvert County
Zoning Ordinance, not before comprehensive plan.

“I think people need to realize the comprehensive plan is an overriding vision or aspiration, whereas the
zoning ordinance is the structure of the flesh of the skeleton,” Weems said, noting the zoning ordinance is
the operation side.

Weems, a married father of two, will face Commissioners’ Vice President Tom Hejl (R), Earl “Buddy”
Hance, William “Bill” Heine and Patrick Flaherty in the GOP primary June 26. The top two vote getters will
advance to the gubernatorial election in November.

“I am honored to serve the citizens for seven years and I want to continue to share the institutional
knowledge that I have gleaned,” said Weems, who served as board president and vice president during a
prior term.



Twitter: @CalRecTAMARA

Twitter: @CalRecTAMARA


