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Chamber grills board, sheriff candidates

Posted by TBN Editor  On  09/29/2018

Prince Frederick, MD - A well-attended candidates’ forum hosted by the Calvert County Chamber of Commerce provided the audience with a chance to learn

how individuals vying to lead the county into the next decade stand on the current issues. Residential and commercial growth control, transportation, job growth

and budget management were among the topics. There were also indications that chamber members and others in the community would like to see a better

measure of civility towards the public during the next four years. The event was held Sept. 26 at the College of Southern Maryland Prince Frederick campus.

The forum participants were the 10 candidates seeking the five seats on the board of county commissioners and the two candidates for sheriff. Three

incumbents—commissioners Mike Hart and Steve Weems and Sheriff Mike Evans—were among the participating candidates.

“I think we’ve done a lot of good things,” said Hart in his opening statement, possibly countering his Democratic challenger Tricia Powell’s slogan “we can do

better.” Hart and Powell are running in the First Election District.

“It’s a humbling job,” said Weems, a Republican seeking a third consecutive four-year term. Weems touted his “institutional knowledge” and later added that there

were initiatives that were started by the current board that he wants to see to completion.

Evans, who is seeking his fifth-consecutive term as sheriff noted the agency’s work in significantly reducing serious crime in Calvert and boasted that the local

sheriff’s office led other jurisdictions in deciding to use Narcan to stop fatal drug overdoses. Evans’ opponent, Democrat Michael Hawkins, said he wanted to

assign more deputies to local schools.

When asked why they were running for office, Second Election District commissioner candidate Susie Hance-Wells stated, “I felt there was a distinct change in

where the county was heading” under the current board. Hance-Wells’ Republican opponent, Tim Hutchins, his top priority is expanding technology education in

Calvert, which he feels would create a revenue stream that will benefit the county’s younger population.

In the commissioners’ race in the Third Election District, both candidates—Republican Kelly McConkey and Democrat Holly Budd—are business owners. During

his six years on the local school board, McConkey stated he has “been very frugal with the budget.” Budd, who serves on Calvert’s Environmental Commission,

told the audience “I’ve seen the threats the county is up against with over-development.”

Besides Weems, candidates vying for the two at large seats on the board are Republican Buddy Hance and Democrats Matt Bennett and Greg Brown. Hance

said in his role as a farmer, Maryland Farm Bureau president and state Agriculture secretary, “I’ve got a lot of experience in handling budgets. Although he is only

20, “it’s too important to stand on the sidelines.” Bennett said the current board “has bent over backwards” to accommodate developers. “We aren’t going to look

like Calvert County by the time I raise a family.”

“I will be a commissioner who connects with the people,” said Brown, a school teacher, who suggested offering tax incentives to businesses that employ county

residents.

During a “lightning round” segment, candidates were asked to resister yes-or-no answers on how they stand on several topical issues.

Among the specific issues candidates weighed in on verbally, included a proposal to fund the county’s transfer of development rights (TDRs) program with money

from county government’s general fund. Budd disagreed with the notion that only landowners who opted into the TDR program would benefit from such an

arrangement. For other taxpayers, said Budd, “you are getting quality of life” with less traffic and less overcrowding in schools. Hance said he supported budgeted

1 percent of the fiscal year plan to the TDR program. “I think in the long run Calvert County will save money,” said Hance. On the other side of the issue,

McConkey declared, taxpayers should not have to pay for the TDR program.” Hart said landowners who invested in the TDR program and are not happy with the

results out to be allowed to opt out. The TDR program was designed to preserve rural land with another party purchasing the rights in order to build in a more

desirable location, such as in a town center.

In closing, many candidates touted their experience as evidence they are qualified to hold office. “I’ve served in a lot of capacities,” said Hutchins, who has been a

state legislator, governor’s cabinet secretary, superintendent of the Maryland State Police and a combat soldier. Hance-Wells said if she is part of the next board

the panel will be “working together, listening together.”

Hart noted that the current board has set the pace for the other two Southern Maryland counties to follow Calvert’s example and establish separate animal

shelters. Calvert will officially secede from the Tri-County Animal Shelter after the opening of the Linda L. Kelley Animal Shelter next month. ”What I want to do is

make sure we grow smarter,” said Powell.

McConkey reminded voters that the likely decline in money from Dominion will challenge the county government to remain in the black. “There are a lot of funding

issues down the road,” he said. Budd told attendees that having the correct growth control strategy was crucial to Calvert’s future. “Once it’s gone it’s gone for

good,” Budd said.
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GOP candidates state their case at Calvert forum
By TAMARA WARD tward@somdnews.com  May 23, 2018

The Calvert County Republican Central Committee hosted a GOP candidate forum Tuesday evening in
Huntingtown, where candidates for county commissioner, state office, sheriff, state’s attorney and other
local races attempted to persuade voters to check the box for them on the June primary ballot.

Candidates for the Board of County Commissioners wait patiently for their turn to speak during the Calvert County Republican
Central Committee forum May 22 in Huntingtown. In front are Kelly McConkey, left, Thomas “Tim” Hutchins, Bruce Henkelman,
David Gatton, Mark Arness, Commissioner Mike Hart and Emad Dides. Not shown are Commissioners’ Vice President Tom Hejl,
Earl “Buddy” Hance, Patrick Flaherty and Commissioner Steve Weems. Bill Heine is withdrawing from the race.
STAFF PHOTO BY TAMARA WARD
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“I will not raise your taxes. Four years from now you will be able to say ‘he kept his word, he did not raise
our taxes,’” school board member and small business owner Kelly McConkey said to a large crowd at the
Huntingtown Volunteer Fire Department.

McConkey, who is running unopposed in the Republican primary for the District 3 Board of County
Commissioners’ post, was one of 11 candidates for commissioner in attendance May 22. They were each
given three minutes to introduce themselves. Due to time constraints, none were presented questions.

Small business owner and at-large candidate Patrick Flaherty tried to appeal to voters’ frustration with the
sitting board, and promised to represent the “will of the people” and to listen to constituents and treat
them with respect.

“Absent of three incumbents, 18 others filed as candidates to run for commissioner. Why so many?
Because the people are fed up with not being listened to,” Flaherty said.

Fourth-generation farmer, former Maryland Secretary of Agriculture and at-large BOCC candidate Earl
“Buddy” Hance shared his impetus to seek office after resisting calls to run for two decades.

“If you want to make change, you got to step up and do something about it,” Hance said, expressing
concern over the draft Calvert County Comprehensive Plan for 2040.

Hance said the county has worked very hard to balance protecting rural areas and directing growth to
town centers and he wants to make sure Calvert does not “become a Prince George’s County or
Lexington Park or Bowie.”

He said the county needs growth, but does not support the idea of expanding town centers without the
appropriate infrastructure in place.

“One thing that you learn when you become a commissioner is that no one thanks you. It’s criticism at
every turn,” Commissioners’ Vice President Tom Hejl (R) said, stressing that the comprehensive plan is
still in draft form, with a second draft forthcoming.

Hejl, who is seeking a second term as an at-large commissioner, said he does not support expanding all
of the town centers.

“I’m in favor of having Prince Frederick being increased because that’s where we have the infrastructure
to handle” it, Hejl said.



Hejl went on the defense on earlier comments from Flaherty about raising taxes and said if the county
does not have any economic development, it will be problematic and the “Dominion [Cove Point tax]
money did not solve everything.”

Moderator Cal Steuart called three times, unsuccessfully, for Commissioner Steve Weems (R), the last
GOP at-large candidate scheduled to speak.

“I know where he is. He’s working for you,” Steuart remarked, referring to Weems’ attendance at a public
hearing in Prince Frederick on the fiscal 2019 budget. Hejl and Hart did not attend the hearing.

Weems arrived after the hearing much later, seeking to gain support for a third term as commissioner,
and promised to “exact care, obedience, loyalty, disclosure, accountability and confidentiality,” if re-
elected.

Absent from the forum was Republican at-large candidate Bill Heine, who confirmed Thursday he is
withdrawing from the race due to a “new professional opportunity.”

District 1 Commissioner Mike Hart (R) said the current commissioners have done a good job working
together even when they disagree. He recapped what he perceived to be board successes, to include the
soon-to-open Linda L. Kelley Animal Shelter, and justified the need to purchase it instead of lease it.

Hart said the job of a commissioner is public service and is “above everything else you do,” and asked the
voters to re-elect him so he can finish some of the initiatives he has started, to include a new park in
District 1.

Fueled by his personal frustration with the current board, small business owner and retired federal
consultant Emad Dides shared his commitment to be available and listen to constituents if elected to the
District 1 commissioner seat.

Dides detailed more than once Tuesday his multiple attempts to mitigate and meet with the county
commissioners to resolve zoning issues with his Lusby property, which is within the 100-foot critical area
buffer. Instead, Dides said he has received decision letters in the mail from the county.

“Everybody has an issue. We should not make a decision. We should try to find a solution. Sit down
between two parties and try to find the middle [ground],” Dides said. “I [will] fight for you and I don’t
believe in closed-door meetings.”



All four Republican candidates for the District 2 seat were present, to include Dr. Mark Arness, who
promised to roll back taxes and joked that the commissioners’ raising of income and property taxes and
calling it a single tax hike is a “new form of math.”

Arness acknowledged that being a commissioner is tough and requires long hours, but said he is up to
the challenge.

“What is the price that we can put on our children’s and teachers’ safety? There is no price tag … we
need to have deputies in our school. We need to have better school security,” lifelong county resident and
sheriff’s deputy Dave Gatton said.

Gatton, also running in District 2, said the county needs to control its growth and referenced upwards of
400 housing units in the comprehensive plan drafts.

“We can’t get through Prince Frederick now — on a good day … if only one car is in that unit, then that’s
400 more people we are dumping into Prince Frederick,” Gatton said. “We’re still going to bottleneck
going through Prince Frederick.

Retired U.S. Navy pilot, former county ethics commission chairman and District 2 candidate Bruce
Henkelman detailed his family’s decision to make Calvert County their forever home.

“The No. 1 thing we need to do is protect our schools,” Henkelman said, noting he started having
conversations about school safety in 2012, in the aftermath of the Sandy Hook Elementary School
shooting in Connecticut.

Former state delegate and Maryland State trooper Thomas “Tim” Hutchins pushed for getting Gov. Larry
Hogan (R) re-elected.
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Hutchins, the fourth Republican vying for the District 2 seat, said “this is not an ‘us and them’ proposition
in Calvert County. It’s not us against the builders and developers. ... It’s not us against the
environmentalist. It’s not us against the farmers. It’s all of us in this thing together. ... You need to be able
to listen, lead and then leverage.” He said what the county needs is leadership, which he feels he can
provide.

State Senate rivals make their pitch

Veteran and small business owner Jesse Peed of Upper Marlboro said his strategy to unseating Senate
President Thomas V. Mike Miller Jr. (D-Calvert, Charles, Prince George’s) is door knocking and amassing
volunteers.

“The man is vulnerable. By the numbers, he is vulnerable,” said Peed, who is on his second attempt to
take Miller’s post. In 2014, Peed garnered 37 percent of the votes.

“I am sick and tired of corrupt leadership that does nothing for District 27,” Roussan “Rou” Etienne Jr., a
senior chaplain for the Baden Volunteer Fire Department who is running against Peed in the primary.
“This is no longer Miller’s house — this is the people’s house.”

“At the forum last night in St. Mary’s, you said let’s return District 29 to St. Mary’s County — what do you
say tonight to the ‘Cul-vert’ folks?” Steuart asked of District 29 Senate candidate Jack Bailey, referring to
a Monday night St. Mary’s County candidate forum.

Bailey said St. Mary’s is not adequately represented by Sen. Steve Waugh (R-Calvert, St. Mary’s).

“He’s not available. He’s not approachable and he’s not committed to us,” Bailey said, adding that he
knows the relationship is the same in Calvert County, between Waugh and various Calvert entities, to
include the county commissioners.

Waugh immediately accused Bailey of personal attacks and sought out current county commissioners to
rebuff his primary election opponent’s claim.

“So, commissioner, do you feel like you have a good working relationship with me?” Waugh asked, to
which Hart responded, “I got you in my phone. We talk pretty frequently.”

“Commissioner — do you know my phone number? Do I answer when you call?” Waugh asked Hejl, who
answered yes to both questions.



Steuart asked Waugh what his priority bill would be, if re-elected. Waugh said he would continue to push
for a veterans suicide prevention bill and called the killing of the bill in the House of Delegates this past
legislative session “soul-less.”

In other races, Del. Gerald W. “Jerry” Clark (R-Calvert, St. Mary’s) and register of wills candidate Mark
Lynch, running unopposed in the primary, were in attendance, along with Orphans’ Court judges Leslie
Downs and Ted LeBlanc, who are up for re-election.

Michael Thomas, candidate for the District 27B currently held by Del. Michael Jackson (D-Calvert, Prince
George’s), attended but opponent,Phil Parenti did not, after reportedly hurting his back.

Twitter: @CalRecTAMARA

Twitter: @CalRecTAMARA



Home /  The Calvert Recorder /  Opinion /  Letters

http://www.somdnews.com/recorder/opinion/letters_to_the_editor/we-endorse-these-candidates-dedicated-to-being-
voice-for-property/article_1b7b589b-84c2-5317-b654-0e11c47b1010.html

We endorse these candidates dedicated to being voice for property
owners
LETTER TO THE EDITOR Kathy Suite, Mechanicsville. The writer is president of the board of directors of the Southern
Maryland Association of Realtors, headquartered in Hughesville.
Jun 20, 2018

On behalf of the Southern Maryland Association of Realtors, a trade organization dedicated to serving its
1,750 members and the wider Southern Maryland community, I am pleased to announce our
endorsements for the 2018 election cycle.

Our leadership developed and published a candidate form available on our website from November 2017
and in addition, using the board of elections data file, emailed the form to all filed candidates. We then
scheduled three days of commissioner candidate interviews for more than 32 candidates with the SMAR
legislative and RPAC committees. We discussed both local county concerns and regional issues directly
related to the real estate community and all property owners. Following these interviews, a ballot of
candidates for endorsement was sent to the board of directors for discussion and final approval. While a
long and yet thoughtful process, we have seen the highest number of candidates seeking the SMAR
endorsement this cycle, and are excited to know so many candidates want to serve Southern Maryland
property owners.

As president of the board of directors for SMAR, with a mission statement to serve as the voice of
property owners across Southern Maryland, I am pleased to offer the following primary endorsements for
the Calvert County Board of County Commissioners: Commissioner Steve Weems (R) and Earl “Buddy”
Hance, at large; Commissioner Mike Hart (R), District 1; and Tim Hutchins, District 2.

In addition, our state association, Maryland Realtors, recently announced their endorsements for state
delegate and senator seats. In District 27B, we endorse Del. Michael Jackson (D-Calvert, Prince
George’s). In District 27C, we endorse Del. Mark Fisher (R-Calvert). In District 29C, we endorse Del.
Gerald W. “Jerry” Clark (R-Calvert, St. Mary’s). In District 29, we endorse Sen. Steve Waugh (R-Calvert,
St. Mary’s).
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The above candidates have affirmed their dedication to being a voice for Calvert County property owners
and have excellent records of community and public service. We believe their election will provide a new
direction of leadership and integrity required to make effective change in Calvert County.
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Calvert commissioners, sheriff discuss state of county at commerce
breakfast
By DANDAN ZOU dzou@somdnews.com  Jul 18, 2018

Commissioner Mike Hart (R), left, laughs as Commissioners’ Vice President Tom Hejl (R) passes the mic Wednesday morning at
the Rod ‘N’ Reel Restaurant in Chesapeake Beach, while the other three commissioners, Pat Nutter (R), Steve Weems (R) and
president Evan Slaughenhoupt (R), and Sheriff Mike Evans (R) observe. The officials attended the Calvert County Chamber of
Commerce’s State of the County breakfast.

STAFF PHOTO BY DANDAN ZOU

In front of about 100 business leaders and representatives, county commissioners and the sheriff talked
about various issues facing the community Wednesday morning at the Rod ‘N’ Reel Restaurant in
Chesapeake Beach during a State of the County breakfast hosted by the Chamber of Commerce.
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Commissioners spent a lot of time responding to questions on what the future holds for Armory Square,
an area slated for development in Prince Frederick, and whether the new county administration building is
“100 percent going to happen.”

Is there a “100 percent chance the sun is gonna come up tomorrow?” Commissioners’ President Evan
Slaughenhoupt (R) said, drawing laughs from the audience. “Very likely. But it might not.”

Slaughenhoupt said the project is on track, but he could not speak for the next board of commissioners
on what they would do with the project. As he believes in term limits, Slaughenhoupt announced last year
he would not seek a third term.

In his opening remarks, Slaughenhoupt said as the county has grown, the administration building would
solve the problem of overcrowding for court and county staff, save taxpayers hundreds of thousands of
dollars every year to pay for multiple building leases, meet the increasing demand from citizens and
increase efficiency of county services.

“We have to move. There’s no question about that. The question is where and the funding,”
Commissioner Pat Nutter (R) said, stressing that the building where county commissioners host their
weekly meetings and some county staff work is a courthouse.

“It’s not up to this board, and it’s not gonna be up to the next board,” Nutter said. “They are gonna build it
or they will be meeting” down at the courtyard.

As the general election is only months away, Commissioner Mike Hart (R) noted how the issue of the new
county building has become a campaign issue. Seeking a second term as county commissioner, Hart won
the June primary in District 1 and will face Tricia Powell (D) in November’s general election.

“This building was on the books long before I came aboard,” Hart said. “It’s not if it happens. It’s when it
happens.”

Hart said no one wants to pay for a big ticket item like this, but the building is essential, and it would be
cheaper to build it now, as the county’s AAA bond ratings will allow the county to borrow at a low interest
rate.

“It will be built in some juncture unless county government ceases to exist,” he said. “Either you build it or
your kids build it. There’s no getting around that.”

County commissioners were also asked how they envision Armory Square.



Slaughenhoupt said he sees a number of small shops, some green space and some residential area
filling out the rest of the land.

Commissioner Steve Weems (R) said Armory Square is going to be developed.

“I don’t know when,” Weems said. “I do know the next board will basically make some major decisions on
it.”

Weems, seeking a third term, won the June primary. Former state secretary of agriculture Earl “Buddy”
Hance (R) and Weems will face off against 20-year-old Democratic college student Matt Bennett and
former Calvert County Democratic Central Committee chairman Greg Brown for the two at-large seats on
the board in November.

Nutter said he doesn’t really know where the county is going with this project.

“It’s hard,” he said. “To tell you the truth, just from me, I’m just not 100 percent sure.”

“I’m 100 percent sure,” Commissioner Tom Hejl (R) said, following Nutter’s comment. Echoing Hart’s
earlier remarks about bond ratings and interest rates, Hejl said the county can “borrow money at the
lowest percentage ever.”

“So why do we want to wait?” he asked rhetorically. “This is responsible growth. … We will be able to
attract small, very nice boutique type of businesses. We will have an open space area with some plants,
trees, park benches. It would be very nice.”

Hejl, who lost his re-election bid in the June primary, said he lost the election because he is business
friendly and is for responsible growth.

“If you put people in that want to act like this is Calvert County 1960, you are gonna have no growth,” he
said. “We need to develop Armory Square. We are gonna do it responsibly. And it would be a great place
to go. The ones that say don’t develop it, they will be the first ones through the doors.”

During his campaign, Hejl said many young people told him that they are tired of living in their parents’
basements.

Affordable housing, another question from the audience, has been a longtime problem facing not just
Calvert County, but the entire Southern Maryland region.



“Hopefully in the near future, we will have a couple of first-class apartment complexes coming to Prince
Frederick that will be reasonable, and people will be able to afford to live there,” Hejl said.

Nutter noted that “as soon as you mention maybe building something, then the commissioners … get
slammed,” as they are criticized for “overcrowding the county” and causing “too much traffic.”

Sheriff Mike Evans (R) was asked what progress has been made in eliminating the opioid crisis.

Evans responded by noting the county is the safest county in the state.

Calvert had just 130 violent crime offenses reported per 100,000 people, which was a three-year average
between 2012 to 2014, according to a health ranking conducted by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
and the University of Wisconsin’s Population Health Institute. The report also found Calvert’s violent crime
rate dropped from 2007 to 2014 from a high of 339 to 130, showing a pattern of decreasing crimes.

On the opioid epidemic, Evans said the sheriff’s office has continued its “aggressive approach to get
people using drugs off our highways” and “targeted individuals we know are carrying drugs” to take drugs
off the street.

The opioid epidemic has long been declared by national and state leaders as a public health crisis. Due
to the rise of deadly opioids like fentanyl and carfentanil, the number of people who die from an overdose
has continued to climb over the past several years.

Evans said some of the early surveys through Calvert Alliance Against Substance Abuse showed that
more sixth-graders were experimenting with drugs, alcohol and tobacco. The sheriff’s office has
increased the efforts of DARE, a drug abuse resistance education program, and SOLID, which is for
families of those who die from drug overdoses.

“I think we are doing everything possible,” Evans said. “And [if] anybody has ideas, please share with us.”
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Evans has an election coming up, too. He will face retired Maryland State Police Lt. Michael Hawkins (D)
in November.

As of Wednesday, 11 people died of opioid overdoses in Calvert out of a total of 82 overdose incidents so
far this year, the sheriff’s office reports. In neighboring St. Mary’s County, the number of confirmed drug
overdose fatalities is 14. Three weeks ago, a La Plata woman overdosed at a public library in Lexington
Park and later died in a hospital.
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