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TALLAHASSEE
OCCUPATIONAL
LICENSE TAX
IS HISTORY

Occupational License Taxes are taxes on 

businesses that operate within municipalities. 

Many cities across the state have them and 

they are the “city business permits” which adorn 

the front area of most businesses.

Tallahassee has had an occupational license 

tax for many years, charging business owners 

typically between $90 to $500. They are issued 

and renewed yearly and many believe that 

they are an unnecessary burden on small 

businesses.

The Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce was 

able to successfully repeal this tax this year 

with the unanimous support from the entire 

City Commission. We welcome this change 

and would like to thank the Chamber and 

Commissioner Maddox for their work on this 

issue. 

The occupational license tax add-ons were 

clearly arbitrary, included charging by the seat 

at restaurants ($0.53 per seat), charging by the 

pool table ($10.50 per table), or charging by the 

employee ($3.68 per employee).

Welcome to the 2nd instalment of the Tallahassee Bar & Hospitality business quarterly newsletter.  

This newsletter is intended to inform bar, restaurant, hospitality, and entertainment industry 

stakeholders in Tallahassee about government and business events occurring in Tallahassee and 

Leon County. 

In this issue, we celebrate several historic moments, the anniversary of prohibition being repealed, 

and the repeal of the Tallahassee Occupational License tax. There’s also good news for club owners 

with the new Sheriff Walt McNeil. In addition, we have more information on local market trends. In 

this issue, we’ve included quota bar sales over time, which goes over Tallahassee quota bar revenue 

since 2002.

Lastly, we would like to offer a special thanks to LeRoy Collins Library Archive staff as well as the State 

of Florida State Archives for their helping researching our cover story.

SPECIAL EDITION:
DECEMBER 5TH
THE ANNIVERSARY OF  
PROHIBITION REPEAL

Leon County Sheriff’s show off their seized illegal liquor from a recent raid (1935)
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TALLAHASSEE BAR & HOSPITALITY ASSOCIATION

117 SOUTH GADSDEN STREET
TALLAHASSEE FLORIDA

WWW.RESPONSIBLETALLAHASSEE.COM
EMAIL: MAX@HERRLE.COM

ASSOCIATION INFO

OUR STAFF

Tallahassee has seen the continued growth of SRX 

licenses in Q4 2016. We remain at full capacity of 

4COP Quota licenses. The most recent Department 

of Revenue data shows Tallahassee quota bars 

raking in $ 3,938,515 in August 2016, which is about 

$300,000 higher than  August 2015, and is the 

highest August since 2013.

If September, October, November and December 

numbers can be consistent from what they were 

in 2015, Tallahassee may have the first year to hit an 

average $4 million per month in quota bar revenue.

Check out our monthly reports on Tallahassee’s 31 

on-premise quota bars. These numbers are sourced 

through the Florida Department of Revenue and has 

data dating back to January 2002.

Check it out at : https://docs.google.com/

spreadsheets/d/1Yqs5g4LkEah0UYCZ0jxAO9IYmUg

XYElx5Fd8pypxYNw

Establishment Cost Per Year
Cabos $443.93
Coliseum $241.78
Gaines Street Pies $93.59
Average SRX $151.34
Pockets $537.97
Zingales $462.21

LOOKING FOR 
A LIQUOR LICENSE?
Brent Moody with the Beverage Law Institute 
can assist. Beverage Law Institute provides 
clients with professional liquor license 
services, while growing personal 
relationships through integrity, knowledge, 
and southern hospitality. 

Contact them at (850) 386-7020
 

WANT TO ADVERTISE? 

Advertisements for beverage industry 
professionals are offered free of charge for 
2017. 

THE TAB:
Leon County’s Economic
Breakdown for Q4 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BRENT MOODY BEVERAGE LAW INSTITUTE 
SIMON DAG COLISEUM, OWNER 
KEITH MOORE INDUSTRY BOARD MEMBER
MAX HERRLE PUBLIC POLICY DIRECTOR

 

Source: City of Tallahassee

In order to be uniform in their repeal of the license tax, the City Commission 

voted to repeal the tax starting in 2018. 

Businesses pay this tax on a rolling basis determined by when they first opened 

their doors, so in an effort to be equitable, they decided not to make the process 

begin in 2017. 

For example, if business (A) had paid their tax in June 2016, they would have been 

paid until June 2017, whereas if a business  (B) had paid their tax in December 

2015, they would have been paid through December 2016, so business (B) would 

have benefitted from the date of the repeal in a way business (A) wouldn’t have. 

After your 2017 business occupational license tax expires, you will still need to file 

forms with the city yearly, but won’t have any fee associated with filing the form.

If you have any questions on  how this change will effect you, please reach out 

to Shane House at the City of Tallahassee City Clerk’s Office, at (850) 891-8130 or 

shane.house@talgov.com

“I am philosophically opposed to a 
local tax specifically for businesses. 
Small business owners already pay 
a myriad of taxes. If they own their 
place of business, or a home, they 
pay property taxes. If they rent, they 
pay sales tax on their rent payments. 
They of course pay income tax, and 
if they are lucky enough to save 
dollars and invest them, and make a 
profit, they pay capital gains tax.”

-Commissioner Scott Maddox

Example Cost of 
Occupational 
License Taxes from 
2015-2016

MOST BARS WILL SAVE A 
MINIMUM OF $100 A YEAR
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Our cover story

1912- Tallahassee votes to become wet.
1916- Florida’s adopts one of the earliest state wide liquor bans in the country with the election of Prohibition Party Governor 
Sidney J. Catts .  
During Prohibition Miami Rum Runners along with Georgia distillers provided most of North Florida’s liquor.
1919- The 18th Amendment establishing Prohibition is adopted by a majority of the states. Destruction of liquor is rampant in 
public places to shift public opinion, including in Tallahassee.

1933-21st Amendment repeals Prohibition on December 5th.

1938- Tallahassee’s Silver Slipper opens, notoriously known as North Florida’s speak easy. The original location was on South 
Monroe street. Despite Prohibition being repealed, Leon County was still a dry county until the 1960’s.

1960- Liquor stores becomes legal in Leon County, while on-premise consumption remains illegal.

1966- The first bar on the strip, Ken’s Tavern opens.

1967- On-premise consumption of alcohol becomes legal in Leon County after a successful ballot initiative campaign.
1984- City of Tallahassee overhauls alcohol laws from County control, adopted laws on a 2 AM last call for bars within city limits.

2000’s- College Town, Gaines Street Renovations, Midtown construction and development.

2009- Sound Ordinance discussions begin during the construction of Cascades Park
2012- Proof Brewery becomes the first Craft Brewery in Leon County.

2016- Ordinance 15-O-26 is passed to level playing field of SRX and Quota licenses. Sound Ordinance with an Urban Core 
exemption is passed. Creation of the Tallahassee Bar & Hospitality Association.

1919- Outside the Leon County court 
house, bottles of liquor are poured onto 
Park Avenue during lunch hour.

Tallahassee didn’t become wet until 1967

1967- (Above) Full page ads like this were run 
in the Tallahassee Democrat during the decade 
long struggle to allow Tallahassee to go wet.
(Right) This ad was ran by the Tallahassee 
Lodging and Restaurant Association in 1967 

Local Bar & Government Timeline

The temperance movement began in Tallahassee in  the summer of 1904 by Mrs. 
Luellea Knott, who was a fervent prohibitionist, local church leader, poet, and wife of 
Treasurer of the State of Florida, William Knott. The Knott Building on FSU’s campus is 
named in their honor. Their house, the Knott Museum , is still a Tallahassee landmark 
maintained as a state museum and is located at 301 E. Park Avenue. 

Luella Knott was a devote Methodist and was able to organize a women’s crusade (the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union) for prohibition a full 15 years before women 
were given the right to vote. In 1904, they failed their first attempt at a local dry ballot 
amendment, but did not give up. 

In 1912, just eight years later, they organized around the effort again, and won 458 
(dry) to 347 (wet). The Tallahassee Democrat wrote in 1990 of the 1912 elections:

In the final days of the campaign, the True Democrat [the 
predecessor to the Tallahassee Democrat] urged blacks not to 
vote: “Let it be a white man’s battle, and white man will alone 
be responsible for the issue”. By taking part, the newspaper 
warned, blacks would be seen as “enemies to the public weal”. In 
a community where the memory of the most recent lynching was 
only three years old, the suggestion carried the impact of a threat 
and few if any black voters cast ballots.

Leon County would remain dry for decades after, even after several attempted 
ballot amendments to go wet. It was not until 1960, when Tallahassee 
voted wet for package stores only, and 1967, when bars became legal.  

The battle for wet-dry in the 1960’s would prove to bring familiar faces to a head, 
the forces of local Baptists, Methodists, and the Universities, against popular culture 
and Tallahassee Restaurant owners, then organizing under the Tallahassee Lodging 
& Restaurant Association. Intense public discourse played out in the then-twice daily 
Tallahassee Democrat with day to day updates. At one point, a member of the Florida 
House penned an op-ed in the Democrat urging Leon County voters to vote wet to 
save Tallahassee as the capitol of Florida. He suggested that negotiations to move the 
Capitol to Orlando could be stopped if Leon would go wet.  Just four years after Leon 
County went wet, the legislature would vote to  construct the new Capitol building, 
which began construction in 1971.

After voting wet, the County Commission and City Commission embarked on a series 
of issues that echo current debate, such as bar hours of operation, closing times, and 
permitting processes for would-be bar owners. 

The History of Prohibition in Leon County
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NEW BAR OPENINGS

 Walt McNeil made history in Tallahasse in 

the November.  

Since Larry Campbell’s tenure as Leon County Sheriff, 

the Leon County Sheriff Office has been ran by the 

same group of department insiders since the 1950’s. 

 A trademark of these Sheriff ’s tenure has 

been objecting to strip clubs and bars in Tallahassee. As 

part of this moral crusade they instituted a department 

policy that forbid Deputies to work at bars and 

nightclubs as detail. 

 Tallahassee bars and nightclubs were forced 

to hire  exclusively Tallahassee Police Department off-

duty officers, which resulted in them being able to set their 

own prices for detail service with no ability to  negotiate.  

 Walt McNeil may very well overturn this 

policy, and if he does, Leon County Sheriff Deputies 

entering the marketplace would drastically cut prices 

for clubs and bars hiring private detail. 

 Current rates for TPD details have been 

reaching upwards of $75 an hour, per officer. Many of 

them refuse to work alone, which results in a staggering 

overhead for bar owners who want to provide 

protection for their bar and customers. We look forward 

to working with Walt McNeil on changing this policy. 

 If you’re a bar owner who’d like a more 

affordable rate for police detail, please reach out to us.

WALT MCNEIL:
THERE’S A 
NEW
SHERIFF
IN TOWN

ON THE HORIZON: 
LCSO MAY REPEAL BAN ON 
DEPUTIES WORKING BARS & CLUBS

“Leon County Sheriff 
Deputies entering the 
marketplace would 
drastically cut prices for 
clubs and bars hiring 
private detail”

THE BLUE HALO
3431 Bannerman Rd #102
4COP-SRX License
“Located in an upscale location, the Blu Halo 

offers steak with an upbeat vibe. Our wine and 

martini bar includes the best wine list in town, 

with the first full wine locker in the area.”

https://www.facebook.com/thebluhalo/

FUMA CIGAR SOCIAL
1307 N Monroe St
Located in the Liberty Bar plaza, Fuma is 

Tallahassee’s first bonafide cigar bar. 

THE WILBURY
513 W Gaines St
4COP-SRX License 
Owners Jeremy Matlow and Ryan Smith 

renovated the old St. Mikes after buying the 

property over the summer. They feature a full 

kitchen featuring barbecue classics. They offer 

full beer, wine, and liquor through their SRX 

license. They also feature a full-size shuffleboard 

table and 2 mini-bowling lanes.

https://www.facebook.com/wilburytallahassee

EL COCINERO
402 E Tennessee St.
4COP-SRX License
Brought to you by the owners of Liberty Bar, El 

CoCinero replaces the old barbecue restaurant 

on the corner of Tennessee and Gadsden. 

“Handmade tacos, local ingredients, and 

the finest Tequila & Mezcal forward cocktail 

program in Tallahassee.”

https://www.facebook.com/elcocinerotlh/

TEQUILA TRIBE
Owners Adam Corey and Ryan Grindler 

reopened their building downtown, which was 

formerly 101/Mint.

“We like to do things differently, we offer an 

upscale Mexican Restaurant where you enjoy 

the most exceptional food and premium night 

life.”

https://www.facebook.com/TequilaTribeTally

TOWNSHIP TALLAHASSEE
619 S Woodward Avenue
4COP- SRX License
With a focus of urban street fare, Township will 

provide several food and beverage experiences 

under one 8,000 sq. foot roof.

www.facebook.com/TownshipTallahassee
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BARNACLE BILLS
3505 S. Monroe Street
A fire caused the Tallahassee landmark Barnacle Bills to 

close. Barnacle Bills first opened in 1978. 

Look for these businesses opening up their doors in 2017.
Q4 BAR UNDER CONSTRUCTION

Q4 BAR
CLOSING:

ALL SAINTS DISTILLING COMPANY
453 Saint Michael Street
Owner Dean Minardi, who owns Garage on Gaines, which currently 

houses Gaines Street Pies and Grasslands Brewery is taking the 

bold to redevelop the old Coca Cola factory in the All Saints 

neighbourhood. He plans to operate a Craft Distillery License, which 

would be Tallahassee’s first craft distillery. Craft Distilling Laws are 

substantially behind Craft Brewing, and consumer purchasing is 

limiting to 2 bottles per brand, per year.

A WORD FROM FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY’S 
WELLNESS CENTER:

THE PREVENTION CORNER

FORMER HIGHWAY PATROL OFFICER VISITS TABU WITH A GRIM REMINDER

Each quarter we devote a section of the newsletter to promote ways to work with the prevention community.

Phillip Stuart was once a Florida Highway Patrolman for decades. He saw too often discarded metal 

wrecks he had to sort through to hope to find survivors. In his time, he got uncomfortable with 

the amount of young people involved in alcohol related collisions. In his retirement, he’s started a 

program called IMPAACT, which hosts wrecked cars outside schools to remind young people about 

the importance of driving sober. 

We reached out to him over the summer and he agreed to host IMPAACT outside of TABU nightclub.  

It was a great hit for people waiting in line and it served as an important reminder of finding safe 

rides home. 

If you are interested in hosting IMPAACT outside your bar, free of charge, please reach out to Phillip 

Stuart at (850) 509-3966 

Check out the coverage in the Tallahassee Democrat: 

http://www.tallahassee.com/story/news/2016/07/30/impaact-warns-bar-goers-drunk-driving-

dangers/87790456/ 

Check out the coverage on WCTV: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B_bYllQPUwo5aGg4NTZ3a0l1WWc

The Center for Health Advocacy and Wellness at FSU is working with community partners to create and implement a bystander 

intervention training for local vendors. If you are interested in learning more about this opportunity for collaboration please contact 

Kori Pruett at kpruett@admin.fsu.edu.


