
 

Newsletter 

Update From Your Lead Pastor… August 2019 

Dear Friends, 
 
     Just back from the mountains of Tennessee where 17 teenagers made a decision to trust 
Jesus Christ with their lives here on earth and their eternity.  Your investment in these 
young lives has made a difference. 
 
     We hope that wherever you spend your summer that you are picking up our services on 
our church website or Facebook.  Our challenges are great in the summer.  Our air-
conditioning/electric bills are $3500 a month and our offerings are less than half of our winter 
giving.  The good news is that it’s August and we only have 2 more months in survival mode. 
 
I personally would love a note from you sharing how you’ve been spending your summer.  
Also, have you been able to tap into our services?  When will we see you again?  Any prayer 
needs?  Maybe even a picture of you with family or on vacation.  Jane and I spent a week in 
Boone, NC with Celeste and Noelle and Charity and D.L. who will be getting married in 
January. 
 
     Pray for Union - many are coming to Christ, we have another baptism in August with lots 
of folk’s entering the water, and we are now feeding over 500 weekly.  Your prayers make a 
difference and we invite you to write a check to Union to help us continue our mission and 
ministries in these dog days of summer! 
 
God bless you! 
Can’t wait to see you again. 
 

Pastor Bill Breylinger (Lead Pastor)  
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From the desk 
of your 
Executive 
Pastor… 

 
Administrative 

Update 

Hello Church Family! 
 

As Tracey, our Church Treasurer, and I have been in discussion, I just wanted to give you all a financial update – let 
me start out with some praise reports.  As a result of our generous congregation, we were able to raise the funds for 
our Children's Ministry VBS/Summer Programs, our Youth Ministry Summer Camps, and the funds needed to rent a 
crane to proceed with our steeple removal and the installation of the new illuminated cross. AMEN!!! 
 

Our current challenge is one that we come up against every year, and that is surviving through the summer months 
when we loose about 2/3 of our congregation. Our weekly offering is down to approximately $3,000-$4,000.  Our 
weekly expenses are now rising as our utility bills rise. On average, our total weekly expenses are about 
$12,000.  We have just depleted our savings from the Christmas Match and the Parable of The Talents fundraisers. 
 

On a positive note, though it may not sound like it, we are in a much better place financially than we have been in 
years. By the grace of God and your generosity here at Union, our missions continue to thrive despite the drop in 
attendance and weekly offerings. Hands for Homeless is feeding over 500 people weekly. Union’s Missions Ministry 
is able to offer all types of assistance to those who come to us in need. Our Children enjoyed our summer program 
and attended wonderful trips at no cost, and our Youth had a life changing time at Passion Camp and in Gatlinburg 
because of your sponsorships.  
 

We desire to do our best and keep you communicated to. Your prayers and response of generosity as our church 
family means more than you know! If you ever have any administrative, and/or budget questions, please feel free to 
contact me at the church and I would love to serve and assist you in any way I can. Again, thank you for your 
support, encouragement, and most importantly your prayers!  
 

Loving God – Loving People,  
Pastor Aaron Jahjah (Executive Pastor)  

Don’t forget to 
watch our weekly 
Video Devotionals 

on our Facebook 
page or on our 

Church website. 
(Posted every Monday)  



 

 

Union Church  August 2019 Newsletter 

3 

 

To	Present:	ANNA…(an	original	musical)	
In	2008,	Jim	Lanier	put	together	an	original	musical	entitled	simply,	ANNA.		It	was	
presented	at	Union	Church	in	Avon	Park	for	one	performance	and	it	was	received	with	
overwhelming	success	and	was	later	repeated	in	2013	with	most	of	the	same	cast.		Much	of	
its	success	was	due	to	the	fact	that	it	was	a	simple	musical	that	focused	on	love,	acceptance	
and	forgiveness.		This	story	revolving	around	three	homeless	ladies	living	on	the	streets,	
gave	the	audience	an	insight	as	to	why	Anna	(the	leader	of	the	three)	ended	up	there	and	
what	would	be	next	in	her	future.		Filled	with	humor,	great	music	and	heart	clenching	

emotions,	this	story	is	now	being	taken	out	for	the	community	in	the	Fall	of	2019!		It	will	also	be	incorporated	along	
side	with	the	Hands	for	Homeless	Ministry	that	is	presently	helping	so	many	in	this	community	and	beyond!		An	all-
new	cast	is	needed	to	perform	NOVEMBER	17,	2019	at	Union	Church.		If	you	would	like	to	be	a	part	of	this	
production,	please	continue	reading	the	following	information:	
ANNA	SUMMARY	
Anna	is	a	story	revolving	mainly	around	three	homeless	ladies	who	live	on	a	park	bench	in	Philadelphia.		Rosa	Bean	is	
the	sarcastic	“mother”	figure	of	the	three	along	with	the	sometimes	“ditzy”	Betty	Lynn	and	Anna	Bell	Lee,	who	is	the	
main	focus	of	the	group.		Eventually	Anna	meets	up	with	her	brother	and	the	two	of	them,	with	the	help	of	an	older	
homeless	friend	Louise,	face	Anna’s	past	of	why	she	is	living	on	the	street.		However,	thinking	that	Anna	has	a	certain	
mission	to	accomplish	with	her	brother,	she	soon	finds	out	in	a	twist	of	fate,	that	her	mission	is	more	of	her	brother’s	

future	than	facing	their	past.	Mixed	with	humor	and	some	memorable	songs,	Anna	
is	one	of	those	productions	that	will	leave	you	emotionally	drained	and	rooting	all	
the	way	for	each	character!	
Casting	needed	for	the	play:	
ANNA:		Anna	Bell	Lee	is	a	homeless	young	lady	(in	her	mid	30’s)	that	lives	on	the	
streets.	At	first	appearance,	one	would	think	she	was	a	bit	on	the	crazy	side	because	
of	the	way	she	dresses.		However,	she	is	smarter	than	you	think	and	with	her	strong	
faith,	she	has	a	very	positive	attitude	about	life	and	even	where	she	is	living.		Her	
ability	to	eventually	face	her	past	will	demonstrate	her	deep	emotions	and	
“courage”	that	the	audience	will	experience	and	cherish	by	plays	end.	
ROSA:		Rosa	Bean	is	another	homeless	lady	that	stays	with	Anna.		Rosa	is	a	bit	older	
(50-60)	and	can	be	very	sarcastic!		She’s	tough	and	has	a	good	head	on	her	shoulder	
but	definitely	has	quite	an	attitude.		She’s	not	bitter…just	don’t	try	to	fool	her!		
(Almost	a	mother	figure	to	Anna	as	well	as	Betty).	
BETTY:		Betty	is	the	third	homeless	lady	(30-40)	and	not	only	does	she	really	look	a	
bit	off	the	wall…she	actually	pretty	much	IS!		She’s	ditzy	but	there	will	be	times	
when	her	clumsiness	and	shallow	mind	actually	strikes	some	great	common	sense	
for	this	trio.	
HARRY:		Harry	is	the	male	homeless	guy	(50-70)	who	is	always	giving	the	ladies	a	
hard	time.		Some	would	say	he’s	pretty	disgusting	and	his	humor	is	at	times	raunchy	
and	crude!	
MARY	BETH:		Mary	Beth	is	Johnny’s	wife	(in	her	40’s)	who	is	very	rich	and	very	
snobby.		She	too	will	find	eventually	a	soft	spot	for	Anna	and	that	change	will	be	a	
welcome	contrast	for	the	audience.	
JOHNNY:		Johnny	is	Anna’s	brother	(in	his	40’s)	whom	she	has	not	seen	in	years	and	
is	the	main	reason	for	her	living	the	life	she	lives.		He	too	is	one	who	could	care	less	
for	the	homeless	and	only	cares	for	his	money	and	business.	
LOUISE:		The	audience	will	fall	in	love	with	Louise	through	her	humor,	compassion	
and	wisdom.		She	is	an	older	angel	that	comes	to	intervene	in	this	story	and	finds	it	
hard	even	for	herself	to	not	shed	a	tear	by	story’s	end.	
CHORUS:		10-12	Vocalists	needed	for	a	choral	scene	 	 -	Pastor	Jim	Lanier	

AUDITION DATES: 
Located at Union Church: 

106 N Butler Ave 
(Main Sanctuary) 

 

8/25 @ 2:00PM  

Come with prepared song (a 
cappella) and will do 
selected script readings  
(ALL INTERESTED) 
 

8/26 @ 6:30PM 
Come with prepared song (a 
cappella) and will do 
selected script readings  
(ALL INTERESTED) 
 

8/27 @ 6:30PM  

Will learn partial ANNA 
song and more script 
readings  (CALL BACKS or 
INVITATIONS ONLY) 
 

8/29 @ 6:30PM  

Will learn 
partial ANNA 
song and more 
script 
readings  
(CALL 
BACKS 
ONLY) 



 

 

  

 
 

 

Church Secretary’s Report 
 

Total Full Time Membership: 
609 

Households Represented:  
378 

 

Total Associate Membership:  
53 

Households Represented:  
30 

 

Total Membership:  
662 

Total Households Represented: 
408 

 
 

We Welcome Our  
Newest Members 

J New Members Sunday Coming 
Soon (last Sunday of August) 

 
 

In Deepest Sympathy 
Our condolences go out to the 
following family, friends and 
members: 
V Skip Barthel Family 
V Don & Debby Richardson (the 

passing of Don’s mom, Leana) 
V Tyler & Devin Williams’ mom & 

Chip & Suzi Hennessy’s 
daughter, Gloria Williams  
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Summer 2019 was a wild one! From Miss Fawn’s masterfully put 
together VBS to two life-changing Student Ministry trips, the months of June 
and July have snuck right past us. In our Gatlinburg Student Camp, we laid 
the groundwork for student-led small groups. Small Groups provide those 
within them genuine community, something this world is lacking. Community 
like this makes the good times better, the hard times more bearable, and 
presents opportunities to serve others, sharing and being the Good News.  

However, the kids are not the only ones who can have access to Small 
Group Ministries. There are already some ideas simmering behind the 
scenes at Union, but we need your help! If you have a Small Group idea, we 
want to hear it! If you have a home, venue, or can otherwise offer hospitality 
to a group, let us know. On Sunday, August 11th we will have an 
opportunity to gather, dream, and organize our Small Group Ministries. We 
will meet in Solid Grounds at 12:30pm. Sandwiches and refreshments 
will be provided. Together, we can help Union better live out its name. If 
you cannot come on the 11th, you can contact me at (863) 453-3345 ext. 
112 and I would love to arrange a one-on-one discussion.    

Pastor Eddie has partnered Miss Miranda and myself to oversee the 
development of the Student Praise Team. These young people wasted no 
time becoming a family with a passion for loving others and expressing 
themselves through music. Don’t worry if you missed a chance this summer 
to be led into worship with them; they will be becoming more active as they 
spend more time growing into what they were made to be. We are 
compiling a list of equipment wants/needs to the end of having a goal to start 
raising money. Expect to see Praise Team Fundraisers, from car washes to 
concerts, begin in the near future.  

- Pastor Jeremiah Lambright (Small Group Pastor) 

For info on upcoming events 
please be sure to check the 
weekly bulletin or website: 

www.weareunion.org 
 

Please direct any and all 
address changes, phone number 
changes, or any other changes 

to your contact info to the 
attention of Miss Chris Hess. 

Church Phone: 863-453-3345 
 

J Pick up a pamphlet, in the 
Church lobby, to “Meet The 
Ministries Here At Union” 

 
Senior Connections Myrtle Beach Trip! 

October 17th - October 23rd 

This trip includes but is not limited to: Ocean front 
accommodations, Bible Studies, three different Theaters Shows 
(with dinner included).  If you are interested in the weeklong 
trip please call Connie Evers (863) 453-5064. 


