
Treasures of Poland
plus

Baltic States and Russia  

August 25 – September 20, 2020
Personally escorted by Heather Wilkinson

Join me on this culturally rich journey
through the lesser travelled parts of Eastern Europe.  



Tour Itinerary and Description
Day 1 – Group transfer London to Toronto Pearson 
Airport.   Early evening departure with LOT Polish 
Airlines to Gdansk. 

Day 2 – We arrive in Gdansk early afternoon.  Gdansk, 
most recently associated with solidarity, is a pearl of 
bourgeois architecture, boasting beautiful houses and 
a unique market. It is a world of cozy streets and 
historical churches. These are also perfectly 
preserved fortifications, ranked among the largest in 
Europe, and interesting harbour architecture.  
Sightseeing tour enroute to our hotel.      
Overnight Hotel Sadova, Gdansk (D)

Day 3 - After breakfast, we will visit the European 
Solidarity Centre and National Museum.  We will have 
some free time for lunch and shopping.  
Overnight Hotel Sadova, Gdansk (B/D) 

Day 4 – We leave Gdansk and travel to Malbork. This 
Polish town was founded in the 13th century by the 
Knights of the Teutonic Order.  Medieval Malbork
Castle, the largest brick castle in the world, is a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site.  We’ll visit the castle 
then continue to Torun and the Living Gingerbread 
Museum.     Overnight   Hotel Filmar, Torun (B/D)     

Day 5 - This magnificent walled Gothic town of Torun, 
on the banks of the Vistula river is a wealth of historic 
buildings and city defences, all of which WWII left 
mercifully untouched. The entire town is listed as a 
UNESCO World Heritage site for being an unusually 
well-preserved example of a medieval European 
trading and administrative centre.  Full morning of 
sightseeing in Torun.   We will visit Caesar Arch, St. 
Mary’s Church,  Teutonic Castle Museum and more.   
After lunch we drive to Wroclaw.     
Overnight Hotel Europejski , Wroclaw (B/D)



Day 6 - Under the Habsburg Monarchy in the early 
Modern Age Wrocław gained much of its Baroque 
architecture and cultural institutions.  You might also 
hear Wrocław described as “Poland’s Venice”, as the 
Oder River breaks off into separate arms, crossed by 
more than 100 bridges.  We have guided sightseeing 
of Wrocław including the Old Town, Racławice
Panorama, Centennial Hall and Japanese Garden.  
Overnight Hotel Europejski, Wrocław.   (B)

Day 7 - After breakfast we will visit UNESCO Peace 
Church of Świdnica and Książ Castle.  We will then 
drive to Krakow.
Overnight  Grand Ascot Hotel , Kraków. (B/D)

Day 8 - Tradition is important in Polish culture, but 
Krakow is a city that perpetually looks forward. Its 
most storied neighbourhoods host trendy cafés and 
buzzing bars alongside centuries-old buildings.  
Discover Jewish history in Kazimierz and follow in the 
footsteps of kings on Wawel Hill. Full day sightseeing.  
Overnight Grand Ascot Hotel, Kraków. (B)

Day 9 - After breakfast, we transfer to Oświęcim and 
the Nazi German concentration camps of Auschwitz 
and Birkenau.  In the afternoon we visit Kazimierz 
district and Schindler’s Factory. 
Overnight Grand Ascot Hotel, Kraków.  (B/D)

Day 10 - Leaving Krakow we drive two hours south to 
the pretty mountain town of Zarkopane.  Set in the 
Tatra Mountains it has a laidback pace and stunning 
views.  Enroute we will visit the Wieliczka Salt Mine.  It 
is one of the most valuable monuments of material 
and spiritual culture in Poland.  It is also a world class 
monument, featuring among twelve objects on 
UNESCO’s World Cultural and Natural Heritage list.  
After our visit we continue to Zarkopane for a guided 
walking tour.  
Overnight Grand Hotel Stamary, Zakopane.  (B/D) 

Day 11 - We spend the day enjoying the area and 
taking the Mountain train to Gubałówka.  After lunch 
we transfer to Szczawica and Dunajec River Gorge.   
Overnight Grand Hotel Stamary, Zakopane.  (B/D)



Day 12 - A special treat today, we will visit one of the 
prettiest villages in Poland, Zalipie.  The attraction in 
this small ancient village are small wooden cottages 
painted in the most vibrant of colours.  We’ll visit the 
houses of Painters and a workshop.   We then 
continue on the final leg of our journey in Poland.  On 
arrival in Warsaw we have a sightseeing tour before 
arriving at our hotel.   
Overnight Holiday Inn City Centre, Warsaw. (B/D)

Day 13 – Sightseeing in Warsaw today: POLIN 
Museum of the History of Polish Jews, Monument to 
the Ghetto Heroes, Łazienki Park and the Warsaw 
Uprising Museum. 
Overnight Holiday Inn City Centre, Warsaw.  (B)

Day 14 - Enjoy a leisurely morning before transferring 
to the airport.  We say farewell to those returning to 
Canada.  The remainder of the group will continue to 
Vilnius, Latvia.  On arrival in Vilnius we will be met by 
our driver and guide for transfer to our hotel.
Overnight in a 4 star hotel, Vilnius            (B/D)

Day 15 – We have a full day of sightseeing and 
activities.  Vilnius, famous for being the most baroque 
city in the Nordic Europe, for all these little narrow 
streets and beautiful panorama with the numerous 
belfries. Highlights are Cathedral Square, Church of 
Holy Spirit, Gate of Dawn, Jewish Ghetto,                              
Presidential Palace and Sts. Peter and Paul Church.  
After lunch we visit Trakai,  the old capital of 
Lithuania.  On the return to Vilnius we will see typical 
houses built by the Karaites and enjoy a boat cruise on 
Lake Galve.           Overnight in Vilnius          (B/D)

Day 16 – After breakfast, depart for Latvia.   Stop at 
famous Hill of Crosses near Siauliai.  A UNESCO site, 
the Hill Of Crosses– is one of the most sacred places 
not only in Lithuania, but also throughout the Baltic 
region.   Today it is not only a religious symbol, but 
also a symbol of resistance.  After lunch we stop at 
Rundale Palace– one of the most famous Latvian 
cultural heritage buildings.  The Palace offers 
exceptional baroque and rococo style decorations and 
paintings.               Overnight in Riga          (B/D)



Day 17 - Today we explore Riga and environs.                   
During the tour we visit: Dome Cathedral, St. Peter’s 
church, guild houses that once belonged to the 
merchants of Hanseatic league, Parliament House, the 
old Riga Castle,  Art Nouveau district, the beautiful 
Statue of Liberty and the surrounding park with its 
water channels.  After lunch we continue to Jurmala –
the largest Latvian summer and health resort.   In 
town you will also be able to enjoy wooden                              
architecture, which includes modern classicism, Art 
Nouveau and National Romanticism styles.    
Overnight in Riga               (B/D) 

Day 18 - Leaving Latvia we stop at Gauja National 
Park.  The park consists of various areas.  We visit the 
two little towns of Turaida and Sigulda and  
surroundings.  In Turaida we will visit the red-brick 
castle ruins and its best preserved defensive tower.  
After visiting the castle we will walk to the Hill of 
Songs.  On the way to Sigulda we will visit the cave of 
Gutman that is made of sandstone and is the largest 
in Baltic States.(cont’d)

It is also known as the Switzerland of Latvia because 
of the hills, forests and the narrow roads. On the 
other side of river Gauja there is another town called 
Sigulda. Famous for bobsleigh track and a modern 
19th century castle built by an aristocrat Kropotkin. 
Next to the modern castle we will find the old castle 
ruins which belonged to the Crusaders.     After lunch 
a brief stop in Parnu before reaching Tallinn.    
Overnight in Tallinn           (B/L/D)  

Day 19 – We will spend the morning in Tallinn, well 
known for its lovely Hanseatic old town and beautiful 
panoramic views.  We will tour the upper part of the 
old town, Toompea.  We visit Alexander Nevsky
Orthodox church, the Estonian, the surrounding 
fortress walls, towers and panoramic views.  The lower 
part of the old town we visit the Town Hall, Merchant 
Guild Houses and a market of local handicrafts.   This 
afternoon Estonia’s ethnographic museum and Rocca 
Al Mare presenting the country’s ancient way of life is 
on our agenda.
Overnight in Tallinn         (B/D) 



Day 20 – Leaving the last of the Baltic States we travel 
via Narva to St. Petersburg.   
Overnight Golden Triangle Hotel,   (B/L/D) 

Day 21 - The sheer grandeur and history of Russia's 
imperial capital never fail to amaze, but this is also a 
city with a revolutionary spirit. We have a morning 
visit of the Hermitage Arts Museum.  The visit 
includes West-European Masters, Living and Gala                                  
Halls of the Winter Palace and the Gold Rooms.  
After lunch visit  the Savior on the Spilled Blood 
Cathedral built as memorial church to honor Russian 
Emperor Alexander II.  Our next stop, one of the finest 
architectural monuments of XIX century, St.         
Isaac’s Cathedral.   
Overnight Golden Triangle Hotel, St Petersburg  (B/D)

Day 22 - After breakfast we depart for Tsarskoye Selo
(Pushkin)  the official residence of Russian Tsars.   We 
will visit Catherine Palace including the famous Amber 
room.  We will have time to stroll in Catherine park 
with numerous pavilions and small palaces, ponds, 
canals, statues and monuments.  (cont’d)

We will return to St. Petersburg with free time for 
lunch.  This afternoon the Faberge Museum and the 
Peter and Paul Fortress are waiting to be discovered.     
Overnight  Golden Triangle Hotel, St Petersburg  (B/D)

Day 23 - After breakfast we depart for Peterhof
approx. 30km from St. Petersburg.   Peterhof, Russian 
Versailles was the official Summer Residence of 
Russian Tsars.  We have an inside visit of the Grand 
Palace and then time to stroll through the wonderful 
Lower Park with its’ fountains.   We return to St. 
Petersburg by hydrofoil.   Our afternoon includes 
visiting Yusupov’s Palace on the Moika river 
embankment.  The Gala and living rooms, Golden 
Theatre and cellar are included.   We will have free 
time in the afternoon to visit Nevsky Prospect for 
shopping.   
Overnight  Golden Triangle Hotel, St Petersburg (B/D) 



Day 24 – For the group continuing on the final leg of 
our journey we leave this morning on high speed train 
to Moscow.  Those returning to Canada will be 
escorted by our guide to the airport for afternoon 
departure to Canada.  On arrival in Moscow we will be 
met by our private guide and begin our panoramic 
sightseeing tour of Moscow.   We visit the historical 
part of the city and see Cathedral of Christ the Savior, 
Alexander Garden, views of Kremlin from Sophia 
embankment and monument to Peter the Great and 
more.  Overnight Assambleya Hotel, Moscow.   (B/D)  

Day 25 – After breakfast an excursion to VDNKh -
Soviet era glorification park with exhibition pavilions 
and impressive fountains. The majestic pavilions of 
the All-Union Agricultural Exhibition – VDNKh of the 
USSR became a precious symbol of the Russian 
architectural school, the Soviet Empire, neoclassicism 
and modernism.  Visit to the Space pavilion or Buran 
and Robot exhibitions. The afternoon includes guided 
tour of the Kremlin with an inside visit to the 
Assumption Cathedral and the Armory Chamber.
Overnight Assambleya Hotel, Moscow. (B/D)

Day 26 - Our final day in Moscow includes a Metro 
ride to several impressive stations. More than just a 
means of transportation, the capital’s metro is truly a 
masterpiece of art and architecture. We move on to 
Zaryadye Park, a landscape urban park located 
adjacent to Red Square.  Our final stop is the lovely 
district of Zamoskvorechie, Ancient Moscow. With 
low-rise buildings, quaint courtyards and multitude of 
onion domes, Zamoskvorechie is like a provincial 
Russian town hidden in central Moscow. 
Overnight Assambleya Hotel, Moscow.  (B/D) 

Day 27 - We have time for a leisurely breakfast before 
transferring to the Airport.  Our flight departs early 
afternoon arriving in Toronto early evening.  



Tour Cost Information
As this is a custom group, it is possible to participate in portions of this tour as outlined below:

Program 1  
• Poland:  August 25 – September 07 (12 nights)
• CAD $5,100.00 per person, double occupancy. 

Program 2 
• Poland and Baltic States:  August 25 – September 13 (18 nights)
• CAD $7,579.00 per person, double occupancy 

Program 3
• Poland, Baltic States, St. Petersburg:  August 25 – September 17 (22 nights) 
• CAD $9,600.00 per person, double occupancy (includes Russian Visa fee) 

Program 4 
• Poland, Baltic States, St. Petersburg and Moscow:  August 25 – September 20 (25 nights)
• CAD $11,750.00 per person, double occupancy (includes Russian Visa Fee) 



Tour Inclusions and Exclusions
What is Included:  
• Round trip ground transfer from London area to Toronto Pearson Airport, group departure 
• Round trip Economy airfare including taxes from Toronto with LOT Polish Airlines
• All transportation from arrival to departure as required by itinerary 
• Accommodation in 4 star hotels with breakfast daily, double occupancy 
• Dinners as noted in tour itinerary: 

Poland (9), Poland and Baltics (15), Poland/Baltics/St Petersburg (19) and for the full program (22)
• Entrance fees to all museums, sights and events as listed in itinerary 
• English speaking tour escort throughout and local expert guides as needed  
• Gratuities for tour escort, drivers and local expert guides
• Gratuities for all meals included in the itinerary 
• Services of tour escort Heather Wilkinson, Heather’s Incomparable Journeys 

What is not Included:
• Items of a personal nature such as laundry, local/long distance calls, room service charges, beverages and baggage charges
• Travel insurance  
• Optional excursions on personal exploration time 
• Meals and activities not listed in itinerary              
• Alcoholic beverages and/or soft drinks with meals



Tour Payment Information

• Prices are listed in Canadian Dollars

• Single supplement cost available upon request 

• Non-refundable Deposit:  CAD $ 2,000.00 per person required at time of booking 

• Balance due date: Monday, June 15, 2020

• Cheques made payable to:     Travel Professionals International 

• Credit card payments are subject to 3.5% surcharge 

• Complete Terms and Conditions will be provided at time of deposit 



Travel Insurance

• Travel Professionals International and Heather’s Incomparable Journeys highly recommend 
Allianz Global Insurance

• Cancellation and Interruption Insurance will protect your travel investment if an emergency forces 
you to cancel your trip, if you must delay your return or you need to return home early.   

• Emergency Hospital Medical Insurance will protect should you become hospitalized or need to 
seek medical attention during your trip

• The rate for insurance is determined by your age category and your medical condition(s).  

• Insurance is discussed directly with Heather Wilkinson.  

• Proof of Cancellation/Interruption Insurance as well as Emergency Hospital Medical coverage is 
required for participation on this trip. 



Group Terms and Conditions
TOUR COSTS
*  Tour cost is dependent on variable factors such as fuel costs and rates of exchange.
• Pricing is subject to change should the prevailing Euro exchange rate exceed 1.55
MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM PASSENGERS
• Escorted tour must have a minimum of 10 passengers and a maximum of 20 passengers.
CANCELLATION PENALITIES
• Travel Professionals International must receive all cancellation requests in writing
• Deposits are non-refundable 
• Tour is 100% non-refundable and non-transferable as of June 15, 2020.
• Travel Insurance is strongly recommended
REFUNDS ON UNUSED OR CHANGED TOUR ARRANGEMENTS
• All voluntary unused tour services or features including hotel accommodations, ground transportation, 

flights, and sightseeing tours are non-refundable nor exchangeable.



Additional information
TRAVEL DOCUMENTATION
• A valid Canadian Passport is required for all Canadian citizens.   
• A Tourist Visa is required for entry to Russia.
• Passport must be valid for 6 months beyond your return date to Canada.  
• Name on all travel documents must match EXACTLY with your Passport Identification. 

RESPONSIBILITIES
• Travel Professionals International  acts only as an agent and/or intermediary for the independent suppliers 

(namely Lot Polish Airlines, ITS Poland, Into Baltics, Red October, Robert Q Airbus, Golden Triangle Hotel and 
Assambleya Hotel and other contractors providing transportation or other travel related services) 

• Travel Professionals International assumes no responsibility nor liability for any injury, damage, loss, accident 
with any services resulting directly or indirectly from acts of God, strikes, war declared or undeclared, 
government regulations, thefts, failure of any means, discrepancies or changes over which it has no control.

• Reasonable changes in the itinerary may be made when necessary for the comfort and safety of the tour 
participants.

• Any extra cost in such cases is the responsibility of the tour participants.
• All claims against tour operators must be filed in writing within 30 days after tour completion.



1131 NOTTINGHILL GATE, SUITE 203  OAKVILLE  ON  L6M 1K5     Tico Registration # 50013851

Heather’s Incomparable Journeys
Heather Wilkinson

European Specialist, Virtuoso Member


