
San Francisco Botanical Garden Call for Entries 
 
From Sand Dunes to Forest: Canopy Trees of Golden Gate Park 
Helen Crocker Russell Library of Horticulture 
1199 9th Avenue, San Francisco, CA 94122 
April 2 – August 31, 2020 
 

San Francisco Botanical Garden (SFBG) is pleased to share a call for entries for a special art 
exhibition, From Sand Dunes to Forest: Canopy Trees of Golden Gate Park. The exhibit will be 
held in the Helen Crocker Russell Library of Horticulture (HCRL).  
 
On April 4, 1870, the state legislature passed “An Act to provide for the improvement of Public 
Parks in the City of San Francisco,” paving the way for the creation of Golden Gate Park (GGP). 
A rich representation of San Francisco’s past, present, and future, the park represents the 
themes of creativity, innovation and can-do spirit that run through the City’s history and inform 
the present. To celebrate the park’s 150th anniversary there will be a park-wide celebration on 
April 4, 2020 with events scheduled throughout the year.  
 
From Sand Dunes to Forest: Canopy Trees of Golden Gate Park celebrates and honors the 
150thanniversary, specifically through art related to the plants that transformed the wild stretch 
of blowing sand that was “the Outside Lands” to the parkland we know today. Historical images 
will be also included in the exhibit. The park means many things to many people, but we want 
to focus our contribution to this celebration on the trees that transformed the sand dunes – 
without them there would be no park.  
 
Eligibility: open to all artists 
 
Submission Deadline: Materials received by Friday, December 13, 2019    
    
Jurors: Frank Almeda, G. Lee Boerger, Brandy Kuhl, Molley Lowry 
 
Subject: Signature trees of Golden Gate Park and San Francisco Botanical Garden, in 
landscapes, as single or multiple individual trees and including any parts of a tree – branch, 
cones, seeds, flowers, twigs, leaves, buds, fruits, pods, bark, with birds, etc.  
 
Originally three tree species were planted and survived as canopy trees in the park: Monterey 
cypress (Cupressus macrocarpa – now recognized as Hesperocyparis macrocarpa), Monterey 
pine (Pinus radiata), and blue gum (Eucalyptus globulus). Those remain the most numerous 
trees in the park. Other trees in the original plantings included giant sequoia (Sequoiadendron 
giganteum), coast redwood (Sequoia sempervirens) maritime pine (Pinus pinaster), and 
cabbage tree (Cordyline australis).  
 
 



Media accepted: Two-dimensional framed and matted botanical art in any media. No three-
dimensional work will be accepted. Accepted artists are encouraged to have prints of their 
submitted artwork available for sale in the Library. 
 
Submissions: Up to two entries per artist will be accepted. Artists will be responsible for 
delivering work to the library or for shipping and insurance to and from the venue, unless other 
arrangements have been made.  

Complete the exhibition entry application and submit to: hcrlartexhibit@gmail.com 
 
Work may have appeared in regional exhibitions but preferably should not have been shown in 
another exhibition at HCRL.  
 
Fees: No submission fee 
 
Requirements: Images must be digital JPG files only, 300 dpi, 8”x 10”, maximum 20MB files. 
Individual files labeled with artist’s last name, first name, and image title. Example: “Smith, Jane 
- Monterey cypress.” All plants depicted in the work should be identified with their botanical 
names. 
 
Presentation: Outside framed measurement should be no more than 24” on the longest side, 
either horizontal or vertical for large spaces. Smaller works should measure no more than 13” 
horizontal and 28” vertical. Accepted artists are responsible for framing and will be notified of 
framing requirements. 
 
Notifications: Acceptances and regrets will be sent by February 7, 2020 by email. If accepted, 
artist ensures that artwork(s) will be available for display. If artist withdraws artwork before 
exhibition, artist will not be eligible to show at any HCRL exhibition for three years. 
Selected artwork, framed matted and wrapped must be delivered to the library by March 26.  
 
Hanging Rights: HCRL retains the rights to hang the work and to refuse to hang any work when 
received if the framing is incorrect or inadequate, or the quality of the artwork differs greatly 
from that represented by the digital submission. 

Sales of works: Artworks must be for sale and may not be removed until the close of 
exhibition. San Francisco Botanical Garden Society receives 35% commission from the works 
sold. Payment of 65% of purchases will be made to the artist after the close of the exhibit. 
 
Publicity: Your submitted images may be used in educational materials or 
publicity for the exhibition, either in print or electronic media, before, during and after the 
exhibition. We anticipate an opening reception, TBA.  
 
Questions: Brandy Kuhl, Library Director, email bkuhl@sfbg.org 
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