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Liberty Redefined

Christopher Lee (3rd year Political Science and
Employment Relations student at U of T)

My name is Christopher, and I bleed blue at U of T while double majoring
in Peace Conflict and Justice and Employment Relations. Don’t bother
remembering any of that; basically I’m a political science nerd.

Lots of movies are shot on campus and around the city, like Mean Girls,
Harold and Kumar, Pacific Rim and most recently, Suicide Squad. There’s a
lot of talk and hype about Suicide Squad since their trailer was released
two weeks ago, because of a really special character none other than
Batman’s nemesis: the Joker. He has this really scary line at the end of the
trailer that goes, “Oh I’'m not gonna kill you... I’m just going to hurt you.
Really, really, bad.” The Joker’s famous for two things: being an anarchist
and being a psychopath. Now I’m a political nerd, so I’m trained to justify
and see connections between things. So I’m going to justify a pretty crazy
idea for you right now. I’'m going to pitch to you that your campus is going
to try to low-key turn you into the Joker.

It starts with looking at what university is about. University is about a lot
of things, but I’'m going to focus on one huge thing about university, and
that’s the independence. You’ve heard it before too. There are tons of
new experiences, new responsibilities and a whole wack of freedom to do
certain things and freedom from other things. Independence in itself isn’t
exactly a bad thing. But it can push you to be dangerously self-reliant.
Here’s how. (Continued on next page...)
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“Liberty Redefined” was Christopher’s recent sharing at Frosh ConneXion 2015.
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One perspective of youth is that it’s a transition phase between
childhood and adulthood. And in our Western culture, adulthood is
defined by three things: income, marriage, and a house. Campus is
supposed to be where you acquire the means to this end. It’s also the
environment where you start to see this cultural narrative. But that’s
not enough to go around. So scarcity leads to competition, which
makes self-interest a burning temptation. Success almost starts
seeming like we have to achieve at the expense of others. So for that
reason, we go at it alone. Self reliance.

It also doesn’t help that the system favours and encourages effectual
independence. It basically means you are your own boss and you
regulate yourself. Campus seems to applaud when you succeed
without a lot of help. And so that’s what lots of people try to do.
Self-reliance. And as a result of that, people easily start feeling like
they need to do whatever they can to get whatever they want. Use
your definition of what makes you happy right here, right now.
Self-reliance. Being happy now has become the imperative of our
time.

The Joker makes his own rules and answers to no one. And by encour-

aging us to do everything ourselves, campus tempts us to do the
same — to make our own rules and answer to no one. Not in a criminal
sense, but by making us swallow the very philosophy that motivates
all the crimes the Joker commits. That philosophy defines the Joker,
not his crimes.

Now where this clashes with the Christian faith is pretty simple. If you
won’t even try to submit to the will of God, you can’t be considered a
Christian. Philippians 2:3 tells us, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition
or vain conceit. Rather, in humility, value others above yourself.”
That’s not what campus encourages us to do.

Now there’s good news to all this. One, this isn’t the experience of
every single university student. Two, there are several ways to stay
the course of the good life. And now | want to make my second pitch
of the night, and that is the best way for us to fight extreme
self-reliance is with solid Christian community. In other words, fellow-
ship.

You lose a bit of self-interest when you see the merits of loving your
neighbour as yourself. You lose a bit of self-gratification when you
keep digging deeper into the Word and learn about how it destroys
you. And you lose a bit of self-reliance when you see how God works
powerfully through community and in peoples’ lives everywhere and
realize that you have virtually no power compared to God over what
happens in this life.
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The Christian faith is not something you can live out alone. There are
certain things through which God works that you can find in commu-
nity — accountability, hospitality, charity, humility, mercy, it goes on.

And it’s really evident that Christian faith is meant to include commu-
nity when Paul says that we are the body of Christ. We each have a
different purpose and we are called to use it. We are not on our own;
we run through the fire together. We are wiser together. We shine
brighter together. We are stronger together. Community is strength,
and that’s why it’s so important.

Community has been an absolutely indispensible part of my university
journey. When | fail to see God working on campus, members of
community give me a reality check. Members of the community have
been bestowed with an incredible amount of wisdom and free food.
And community continues to empower me to forgive myself for my
sins because some members find the strength to forgive me first.

It’s not the easiest thing to do, though. Easy has never been promised
to us. Yes our path is harder, but it leads to a better place. Yes our
road is narrow, but we travel it together. The world doesn’t need you,
and the world doesn’t need me. The world needs us. Community is
our vessel. So hold on to the promise, because eternity is now. ;’
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Frosh ConneXion 2015
Reflection

Joshua Li (Student Ministry Associate)

We at AFC are thankful to God and to the many student leaders who
took part in this year’s Frosh ConneXion (FX). We had around 400
students in attendance with approx. 40% being frosh.

This year’s FX was an important one, particularly for A/CCF student
leaders. During FX planning, we analyzed 6 years of data and
concluded that while FX is a key event for fellowships, the majority of
newcomers first interact with their respective fellowships at other
instances throughout the year, and that most newcomers who
remain in fellowship communities are those who are followed up on
past the two-week point in the academic year when the hype has died
down. Thus, in preparation for FX and the academic year, A/CCF
leaders committed to collectively learn and experience biblical
hospitality, and redefine how they do ministry on campus. Leaders
committed to receiving strangers and newcomers in the name of
Jesus together as a community — not as individual fellowships, but
united as a missional student movement brought and bound together
in Christ.

We pray that the lessons learned and experiences undergone create a
refreshing new precedent for the way we outreach on campus, as
fellowships strive to be communities that are vibrant, attractive, and
alive through the power of the Holy Spirit. b’
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Burn Brock!

Ander Li (Student Ministry Associate)

On the evening of August 21st, 2014, between the hours of
5:00-6:30pm, 4 students and | started our first Brock MCCF meeting.
After we prayed the Lord’s Prayer, we prayed for Gospel on our
campus together, may God’s Holy fire burn through us! “Burn Brock”™
was our prayer to God. After our first fellowship ended, | treated the
students to dinner. The $100 dinner bill caused me insomnia later that
night. During my prayers, | decided to bring home-cook meal for the
students from then on. We could have fed 50 people with $100!

This is our schedule for Brock MCCF: 5:30-6:45pm Dinner, 7:00-7:30pm
Singspiration, 7:30-8:30pm Bible Study, 8:30-9:30pm Discussion. Our
attendance rose to 12 on our second gathering, and 16 on the third...

God hears our prayers! On January 10th, 2015, Brock University MCCF
hosted the first Evangelistic Meeting called “Begin again”. Due to not
being able to find a speaker for the event, God spoke to me and asked
me to be the speaker. 12 students dedicated themselves to our Lord
that night! God has already answered our prayers! We started a
singspiration team, and some students could gradually lead a Bible
study group. “From nothing, to everything”, this is all God’s work!
“Burn Brock” is our continuous prayer to God. Since August 2014, 156
students have joined our WeChat (an instant messaging application)

group.

There are 16 Christians, and 15 new Christians. Many students retuned
to their homelands after they graduated, and brought with them
God’s love, and began to spread His Gospel. As of today, 3 students
have responded to God’s calling, waiting to be equipped to serve Him
full time.

Not only God has shown us the need in Brock University, He has also
guide us to high school ministry. Every Thursday, we bring our home-
cook meals to Smithville Christian High School and lead a Bible Study
group. So far 2 students have been baptized and 3 have dedicated
themselves to Christ.

God has already brought many international students from China to
Canada. Let us pray “God! What should | do?” Please remember the
needs of our Canadian campus ministries in your prayers: Gospel on
campus needs your prayers! Gospel on campus needs your financial
support! Please donate $5 a week for our campus ministries, you can

doit! M@

B8 info@afccanada.org
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Introduction to Oshawa Chinese
Christian Fellowship

Jon Fung (Student Ministry Associate)

This coming November, Oshawa Chinese Christian Fellowship (OCCF)
will be celebrating its third year anniversary which is truly a testament
to God’s faithfulness!

Three years ago, a mandarin-speaking Masters student pursuing his
studies in nuclear engineering, was called by God to start a “Love
Fellowship” on the UOIT/Durham College campus to care for and
share the Gospel with a handful of students and visiting scholars
coming from China. This “Love Fellowship”, now known as Oshawa
Chinese Christian Fellowship (OCCF), is a vibrant community on
campus (approximate size of 20-30 consistently) where Chinese
students/scholars (international or local) can find a sense of family as
well as explore the Christian faith through bible discussions. Perhaps
one of the most exciting development for OCCF is seeing a few
students each year come to know Christ, be baptized, then start to
serve the fellowship faithfully. As God has been faithfully providing
student leaders in the recent years, the fellowship is slowly transition-
ing into becoming more student led as compared to volunteer led.

In recent years, it is estimated that there are around 300+ Chinese
international students on the UOIT/DC campus. However, with the
rapid growth of UOIT and the Culture Works program becoming
increasing popular among Chinese international students, it is
estimated that a lot more Chinese international students who have
never heard of Jesus Christ and His Gospel will be coming into
Oshawa.

- Pray for OCCF and the student leadership team to have a growing
heart to reach out to these international students with boldness!

- Pray for wisdom as we continually look for realistic ways to care for
and serve these Chinese international students that they may encoun-
ter the love of Jesus Christ! b’
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2015 Financial Report of Eastern
Canada (Up to September 30, 2015)

This budget is intended to support 16 personnel serving Cantonese,
English and Mandarin speaking high school, college, university and
doctoral degree students. Due to financial restraint, currently we have 10
ministry staff and 1 administrative staff ministering in Eastern Canada and
2 workers ministering at Cambridge University, Cambridge of England.

AFCis a mission organization and all ministry staff are missionaries. Minis-
try staff joining AFC since 2014 raises 100% of his or her salary. Ministry
staff who joined AFC prior 2014 are also gradually moving toward raising
100% of their salary as well. Infact some have already committed to raise
the full amount of their salary in 2015.

We encourage our supporters to adopt one or a few staff to support, not
only financially but also in prayer and relationally to care for the person
and their work. By doing that you are giving strength to this kingdom
work of advancing the gospel to students, furnishing them to be faithful
followers of Jesus and campus leaders, and catalyzing a vital student
Christian movement.

Our prayer is that multitudes of students come to Christ and become
missional/kingdom-oriented disciples who intentionally and passionately
live and witness for Jesus in Canada and around the world. b’
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Till Sept 30 2015 Annual Budget
ZHAAMA 2015 F2FEE WAYS TO F;IVE
Total Revenue AR A $422,010 $787,800 =W
Event Registration Fees ETME $118,689 $155,000
Other Incomes HAUA $7,279 $24,200 _
Donation Incomes (see breakdown) ZEEKA (R T 1) $296,041 $608,600
individuals B~ 350,001 T Please make your check payable to:
. "Ambassadors For Christ In Canada"
Churches [ Charities & /2% 8 4% $25,745 $68,100
Corporations & F#48 38,834 $13,100 Ambassadors For Christ In Canada
Individuals - Staff Designated {E A% R L E $105,025 $212,300 Uniit 12, 70 Gibson Drive,
Churches/Charities - Staff Designated & /7% 8 #4840 T3 E $95,547 $127,400 Markham, ON Canada L3R 4C2
Corporations - Staff Designated 2 Fl#4845E T2 $10,800 $14,400
Other Donations & {hZ=ji} $0 $5,000 _
Total Expenses #8374 $475,724 $787,745
Salaries, Benefits & Payroll Taxes ¥, f8f &% T8 $334,782 $528,310 -
Office Rent & Operation WAEHEREES $53,458 $87,280 905.513.0713
Student Ministry Expenses BPHEETEHR $87,484 $172,155 _
Difference E ] -$53,714 $55 http://afccanada.org
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