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Greetings from the Clan Chief. 

When I reflect on this past year I cannot help but recall that old Chi-

nese curse, “May you live in interesting times”. 

What a fascinating year it has been. Granted politics has defined the 

agendas but if you are a student of world affairs, at the least you have 

to say it’s fascinating stuff. However as a habitual optimist I do look 

forward to more settled times ahead. 

From the Clan’s perspective there has been a good amount of behind 

the scenes activity, primarily centred on addressing our history. Nicho-

las Maclean-Bristol’s book “One Clan or Two” is ready for publication 

and details will be circulated in January. This book is compulsory 

reading for all students of our Clan. Maclean-Bristol exposes some ab-

solute hollowers and forever clearly states the Lochbuie position. This 

book will be followed  - probably in April - by the “Siol Eachiann  - 

The Race of Hector” that is a complete guide to our Clan, the septs and 

branch clans, legends, tartans, music and numerous interesting stories 

about clans folk … even a connection to the American Declaration of 

Independence. It has been a most rewarding endeavour and I’m sure all 

will appreciate this publication. 

On the personal front, to those of you who have seen me limping 

around clan events over the past four years - I’m pleased to report that 

spinal surgery has finally resolved the cause. Angus and Robyn have 

been elected members of the Argyllshire Gathering and the grandchil-

dren have become competent Scottish Country Dancing “reelers”. So 

the Lochbuie presence in Argyll during August is once again assured. 

May I take this opportunity of wishing you all a blessed Christmas and 

a loving time you’re your family. In respect of 2019, we all need all 

the luck and good fortune we can muster. “May we have an interesting 

time”!!! 

With sincere good wishes, 

Lorne Maclaine of Lochbuie. 



 

 

 

Obituary 

Malcolm Fraser MacLean, III  

22nd of Kingairloch.  

1936-2018  

It is with sadness that we must advise that the 22nd 

chieftain of Kingairloch passed away on December 

2, 2018.  

Born November 6,1939 in Salem, MA, Malcolm 

married Deborah Margaret Eagan of Lynn, MA on 

August 21, 1965.  

Malcolm was a retired attorney-at-law and Notary 

Public with Maclean, Holloway, Doherty, Ardiff & 

Morse of Peabody, MA and was admitted to the Bar 

of Massachusetts in 1967. He was educated at Colby 

College, Waterville, ME in 1962 and graduated with 

a BA degree and subsequently at the Portia (now 

New England) School of Law in 1967 where he at-

tained his LLB.  

His son, Malcolm Fraser Maclean IV, who will serve 

as the 23rd Chieftain of Kingairloch, succeeds Mal-

colm III. 

 

Tartan Origins 
Submitted By: Alan Maclean 

In Old and Rare Scottish Tartans, Donald 

Stewart writes that the Clan Maclaine of Lochbuie 

Dress Tartan pattern and its colours was “probably 

in use well before 1745... it is unique in the amount 

of light blue employed...when woven in well-

balanced colours and in a sett of just proportions, 

the old Lochbuie demonstrates the great beauty that 

can be achieved within simple means.”  

A sample of this distinctive and ancient tartan 

exists in the Cockburn Collection in the Mitchell Li-

brary in Glasgow.  

The Maclaine of Lochbuie Hunting tartan was 

devised in the latter part of the 1800s, and is 

“unusual by the absence of green in such a dark de-

sign.”  Stewart pointed out that the use of so much 

blue, was unique among old tartan setts. The sett is 

recorded by Frank Adam in 1908, and first appeared 

in Henry Whyte’s book “The Scottish Clans & Their 

Tartans”, which introduced many new hunting and 

dress forms of both clan and family tartans.  

Maclean of Kingairloch is a private family tar-

tan for which permission should be sought before 

wearing. 

There is a MacFadden tartan registered with 

the Scottish Tartans Council and the Scottish Tartan 

Authority in Scotland. This tartan was designed by 

John McFadden of Aberdeen. Colours: green for the 

hills of Scotland; blue for the Atlantic Ocean; yellow 

for the beaches of the Western Isles plus one line of 

purple for the thistle and one for the heather. 

MacCormick Dress tartan was registered with 

Scottish Tartans Society by Pendleton Woolen Mills 

Flowers of 

the Forest 
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of Oregon. It is similar to the Lindsay tartan in col-

our with the sett the same as Campbell. MacCormick 

Hunt tartan was designed by Keith McCormick of 

New Brunswick, Canada. The family is a sept of 

MacLaine of Lochbuie. A woven sample of the Hunt 

tartan has been received by the Scottish Register of 

Tartans for preservation in the National Records of 

Scotland.  

Kingairloch, MacFadden & MacCormick are 

all relatively modern designs. 

What does historical factual evidence tell 

about the Maclean of Duart tartans?  

Sobieski Stuart’s Vestiarium Scoticum, first 

published in 1840, mentions that… “Hector 

Makclene paid feu duty with sixty ells of cloth in 

white, black and green”.  This “claimed” antiquity of 

the Maclean of Duart Hunting tartan is based on the 

supposed wording of a 1587 charter for the lands of 

Norraboll in Islay.  

Most fabric made in early Scotland was either 

animal fibre (wools) or linen from the flax plant. 

Both were whitish of shade or bleached during the 

making. Dye pigments used by Celts were black 

(soot from their fires) green (by boiling down grass-

es) and blue (woad extracted from the plant Isatis 

tinctora), so most early decoration of base fabric 

was in these colours.  

Peter MacDonald, advisor to The Scottish Tar-

tans Authority, writes … Sobieski Stuart’s statement 

was also included in his falsified and non-published 

work—“The Cromarty Manuscript” written 

c.1829…ten years earlier! The brothers used the ref-

erence to 60 ells cloth of white, black and green col-

ours as the justification for their design which was 

just that—an invention of the Sobieski Stuarts. 

MacDonald goes on to say, “As none of the 

Latin words for tartan/striped —capras, clavatus, 

varius or virgatus —are used in the text, the original 

phrase can be interpreted in several ways… as 60 

ells of cloth of each colour, or as 60 ells of cloth of 

white, black and green mixed or in some pattern. 

Even if the charter were for a bolt of white, black 

and green tartan there is no way of knowing what it 

looked like.”   

As far as length in concerned—one ell equals 

1.14 metres or 45 inches, so 60 ells is 68 metres. In 

1587, the effort of weaving a complicated chequered 

pattern measuring nearly two thirds the length of an 

American football field is considered unbelievable. 

There does not appear to be any qualifiable proof 

that the Duart Hunting tartan dates from 1587. Per-

haps “may well be one of the oldest tartans” is an 

acceptable statement? 

The Duart Dress Tartan design first appeared 

about 1825 in the Cockburn Collection, which listed 

it as a Royal Stewart variant. It was later claimed by 

Duart. 
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Clan Maclaine’s Got Talent 

QUENTIN MACLAINE  

Submitted by”Neill Maclaine 

Quentin Hugh Maclaine has enjoyed a long and of-

ten prominent career in acting (both in film and on 

stage) and in singing. He is nowadays involved in an 

important role as the Team Leader Africa for the 

Australian Public Services Commission (APSC); an 

agency of the Australian Gov-

ernment that devotes its ener-

gies to protect-

ing the future 

prosperity of 

the Australian 

Public Service 

workforce. 
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Some of Quentin’s 

more significant act-

ing roles included 

playing the part of 

‘Stanbury’ in the 

1988 Australian dra-

ma ‘Evil An-

gels’ [more widely 

known as ‘A Cry in 

the Dark’ and for the 

immortal line “The dingo took my baby!”]. This film 

directed by Fred Schepisi and starring Meryl Streep 

and Sam Neill as Lindy and Michael, the parents 

of Azaria Chamberlain, was quite disturbing. Based 

on the real life aftermath of the disappearance of a 

nine-week-old baby girl in August 1980 from a 

campground near Uluru (then called Ayers Rock). 

The film concentrates on the Chamberlain’s struggle 

to prove their innocence to an Australian public con-

vinced that they were complicit in her death. Streep 

was nominated for an Academy Award for her per-

formance. 

 

An earlier role for Quentin was as the character 

‘Phil’ in the 1990 Australian mini-series, ‘Flair’, 

about an American designer trying desperately to 

break into the Australian fashion industry. 

Quentin (born 1952) and his parents, Malcolm Hugh 

Maclaine (1925-1995) and Betty Jean Boyd (1925-

1994) originally came from Launceston in Tasmania 

and are descended from the Maclaines of Tasmania 

that featured in the July, August, September 2017 

edition of Hector’s Herald. When he moved to Mel-

bourne, Victoria, Quentin was able to significantly 

extend his acting/ singing career. He appeared in a 

number of roles in several Gilbert & Sullivan pro-

ductions and many of those at the National Theatre, 

Melbourne. His roles included ‘Nankipoo’ in ‘The 

Mikado’‘Richard Dauntless in ‘Ruddigore’, ‘Marco’ 

in ‘The Gondoliers’, ‘Box’ in ‘Cox & Box’, and sev-

eral different productions as ‘Frederic’ (“The Pirate 

Apprentice” – a tenor) in ‘The Pirates of Pen-

zance’ (understood to be his favourite role). Quentin 

has also appeared on stage as ‘Bill Sykes’ 

in ‘Oliver!’ and the title roles in ‘The Boyfriend’ and 

the Australian classic, ‘The Sentimental Bloke’, 

amongst many others. In Australia he studied music 

under Frank Lasslet, himself for many years a pro-

fessional Opera Singer in 

Britain, and later professor 

of The Elder Conservatori-

um, Adelaide. Quentin also 

sang under Lindsay O'Neill 

at St. Andrew's Cathedral, 

Brighton, Victoria. Quentin 

was also a stage hand in 

London’s West End in Ken 

Hill’s ‘Phantom of the 

Opera’. 

 

MACLAINES OF PRINCE  

EDWARD ISLAND, CANADA 

Submitted by”Neill Maclaine 

The ancestry of the MacLaines of Prince Edward 

Island (PEI) and their link back to the Maclaines of 

Lochbuie was established by the eminent Clan Ge-

nealogist and Historian, James Noel Mackenzie 

Maclean (1928-1978) working in conjunction with 

Islander, Major Rankin MacLaine (1912-1997), way 

back in 1972. 

J N M Maclean was able to use his extensive 

knowledge of the Clan to trace back six generations 

the linage from Donald MacLaine (1787-1843) and 

his spouse Ann Maclean (1796-1874) who first set-

tled in Crapaud, Queen’s County, PEI; back through 

the Maclaines of Killyleagh, Downpatrick, Northern 

Ireland, through to the Maclaines of Kilmory on the 

Isle of Scarba [a now uninhabited island within the 

Inner Hebrides just off the West coast of Scotland] 

who ultimately descended from Eachainn Odhar or 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Death_of_Azaria_Chamberlain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uluru
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academy_Awards
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“Sallow Hector”, 9th of Lochbuie (1575-1628).  

Between them Donald and Ann’s sons Archibald 

Daniel (1823-1901) and Hector (1836-1920) pro-

duced them some 22 MacLaine grandchildren and it 

is pleasing to note that their descendants still thrive 

in PEI, Canada and the US.  

 

Donald Aikins MacFadyen   
 Submitted by: Joy MacFadyen 

Donald and I were 

married in 1963 (a sec-

ond marriage for both 

of us) and we lived for 

several years in Men-

doza, Argentina, before 

moving to Long Island, 

N.Y. for a further 5 

years.  Happily I came 

to know and love 

Don’s two children - 

Roderick and Gene-

vieve – once we re-

turned to Canada.  

  

Before I ever knew the 

man called Donald Ai-

kins MacFadyen he 

was a brave night-

intruder fighter pilot in 

the RCAF during 

WWII.  He is featured 

in all the books on Canadian Aviation history about 

the war and is one of a handful of pilots profiled in a 

book called The Tumbling Sky.  Don was also fea-

tured in a wartime film called Wings of Youth that 

can still be seen on the internet and during which he 

flies an aircraft, with camera attached to its wing, 

turning somersaults in the air.  After training he 

joined members of the RAF on operations in Europe 

and went on to receive the DSO and DFC & Bar, 

one of which was presented to him at a field investi-

ture by King George VI himself. 

  

Don was most closely associated with RCAF 418 

Squadron and when its very last reunion was cele- 

 

brated most of the members who were still around 

attended, as did we. Don's two best friends and navi-

gators were there also: Rob Bruce travelled all the 

way from Gloucester, England, and Jim Wright 

came down for it from British Columbia.  It was a 

poignant affair with a piper, a five piece band play-

ing all the old songs from the '40s, a splendid dinner, 

and speeches recalling many memorable events 

from the past.  

Don's middle years were busy and successful. As an 

officer and trouble-shooter for Hunting and North-

way Surveys, he travelled the world, and spent many 

years in South America – Brazil, Argentina and 

Chile - supervising existing aerial survey companies 

that had been established there. 

For a number of years Don was absorbed in a search 

for his Scottish roots. His grandfather, Alexander 

MacFadyen, was a Baptist minister who emigrated 

from Scotland with a young family which grew to 

include eight sons and four daughters. I don't know 

how he did it on a minister's salary but all the chil-

dren thrived and led full and productive lives in the 

United States.   

Don made several trips to Scotland himself and met 

other MacFadyens on Tyree. In typical Donald fash-

ion, he researched the Clan tartans and when he dis-

covered there had once been a MacFadyen laid.   He 

ordered a bolt of it to be woven again so that he 

could have a kilt made for himself and any other 

MacFadyens who might want one. 

Joy & Don 1990 



By the time Don attended a Clan Reunion in Roa-

noke, Virginia, I had been painting portraits for 

many years and so, when I was asked to paint one of 

the Chief for presentation at the Reunion, I did so 

with great pleasure. As requested, the composition 

included a representation of Castle Moy - the ances-

tral home of the Chief of Clan MacLaine of 

Lochbuie - and, although the castle has been in ruins 

for centuries, I’d like to think it still lives on, like a 

ghost from the past, behind the Chief in that portrait. 

  

Donald led a full, eventful life for 88 years and it 

ended peacefully in 2009.  He is survived by his son, 

Roderick, and daughter, Genevieve, both of whom 

live in Canada.  I no longer take long trips to South 

Africa but am still actively involved with The Art 

Guild of Scarborough having been a member of it 

for 48 years now.  Don always wept whenever he 

heard the bagpipes being played. 

 

Pat’s Report 
Submitted by: Pat Maclaine 

 
A while ago I had an accident 

with my bike, just arriving home 

at night (A very old man did not 

show any parking lights... in-

credible but here you can buy a 

driving license.) and in order to 

avoid a crash I had to make an 

incredible maneuver which left 

me in the other side of the street. 

As a result, I broke my left hand and now I have the 

left arm in a cast. All with this, a couple of days to 

go I asked the authorities of the Collectivities Gath-

ering if they could give me a little space (Two tables 

and two chairs) to set up a wee stand in order to keep 

the people informed about the Scottish Culture, our 

Clan and the Celtic Culture and also let all the visi-

tors know that the next year I will be there with a 

much more `formal` and complete tent once I can 

found the Scottish Society of Mar del Plata. I was 

very welcome by the authorities and (although hav-

ing my arm in a case and feeling lot of pain in my 

left side) I spent a wonderful day there and was for-

tunate to meet lot of English speaking people resid-

ing here. They all got the facebook site for the Clan 

Maclaine (Which enjoy of some 800 likes) and also 

my personal facebook page in order to keep in touch 

with me at any time they want to know both about 

Scotland and the Clan. I was also representing both 

our Clan and Scotland on the occasion of `Native 

Women`s day` some months ago...It was a very for-

mal meeting which took place at the Mar del Plata`s 

Town Hall and I was invited by a Native Mocovi/ 

Mapuche/ Guarani woman who was a great compan-

ion when I had to take my mother to the MDP Ce-

mentery...  

 

I presented a targe to 

this woman back in 

2012 when I was try-

ing to find a way to 

move to Mar del Plata. 

The targe was a dona-

tion for charity as Na-

tives in this country 

are suffering of all the 

most sad things you 

can imagine... I got to 

check out the tele-

phone guide to check 

out if there are any 

Maclaine (Or Clan related) family to contact them 

when I get a bit better, Here I send you a couple of 

photos taken a couple of days ago... It took me ages 

to put on my kilt with only one arm! so the photo 

will show me only with one of my Balmoral hats 

and the Maclaine Clan scarf ...while for the Native 

women`s day I took my wee shoulder plaid and my 

Balmoral with Clan crest as my full garment set had 

not arrived from Buenos Aires yet. As for Commu-

nities Gathering, I could not carry too much items to 

put on display so the wee tent had few things to 

show but most important, it all was made with all the 

love I have for our Clan, Hope you enjoy it. 
 

 

~Hear Ye, Hear Ye!~ 

Deadline for submissions for the     

March Newsletter. 

10 March 2019 
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Photos By: Jennifer West 
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~NEWS FROM THE PAST~ 

1901 ~ 1924 

Submitted by: Barry Hartman 

28 January 1901 Dundee Evening Post: “Kenneth 

Douglas Lorne Maclaine, younger of Lochbuie, the 

heir to the family estates, came of age on the 24th 

inst.  Preparations had been made by Lochbuie and 

Mrs. Maclaine to entertain the tenantry and a large 

circle of friends at Lochbuie Castle, but all festivities 

have been cancelled owing to the death of the 

Queen.” 

 

18 April 1901 The Scotsman: “The Gothenburg In 

Mull – At the Licensing Court for the Mull District 

of Argyllshire at Tobermory, Maclaine of Lochbuie 

presided over a large attendance of Justices.  Of thir-

teen applications for renewal, twelve were granted, 

the remaining one, being that for the hotel in the is-

land of Coll, being refused on the ground that the 

hotel buildings, which had been recently destroyed, 

had not been rebuilt…..The introduction of the 

Gothenburg System to the Highlands is certain to be 

viewed with much interest, and prosperous results 

are confidently expected.”  The Gothenburg or Trust 

Public House movement originated as an attempt to 

control the consumption of alcohol in the Swedish 

city of Gothenburg in the early 19th century. In 1855 

a law was passed in Sweden making distillation of 

spirits at home illegal and the authorities in Gothen-

burg decided to award the retail spirits licenses to a 

single company run as a trust. This trust aimed to 

control pubs and off licenses in a way which would 

not encourage excessive consumption of spirits. 5% 

of the profit of the trusts went to the shareholders 

with the remainder being used to benefit the local 

community. The Gothenburg system quickly spread. 

In Scotland, the system was adopted mainly in min-

ing communities of Fife and the Lothians. 

 

03 January 1902 Whitby Gazette: “When Mur-

doch the Short (Murchadh Gearr), heir to the lord-

ship of Lochbuy in the island of Mull, circa a.d. 

1400, was sent in his childhood for protection from 

the ambitious designs of his uncle, the Laird of 

Dowart, to Ireland, he remained there till eighteen 

years of age.  In the mean time his sister (or half-

sister) became widowed and dependent on the chari-

ty and hospitality of others, wandered about the Ross 

of Mull from house to house with her family.  It was 

always “in the prophecy” that Murdoch would re-

turn.  One evening, in a house to which his sister 

came, a wedder sheep was killed.  After the meal 

was over, her eldest boy asked the farmer for the 

shoulder-blade.  He examined it intently for some 

time in silence, and then, exclaiming that Murdoch 

was on the soil of Mull (ah grunnd Mhuile), rushed 

out of the house and made for Lochbuy, to find his 

uncle in possession of his rightful inheritance.” 

 

19 July 1902 Canterbury Journal, Kentish Times 

and Farmer’s Gazette: “Marriages – Dawes-

Maclaine – On the 9th July in Durban, South Africa, 

Captain E.S. Dawes, Black Watch, second son of Sir 

Edwyn Dawes, Mount Ephraim, Kent, to Kathleen, 

daughter of Maclaine of Lochbuie, Argyllshire.” 

 

01 October 1902 The Scotsman: Speaking of Col-

onsay, in the 18th century “Donald McNeill of Crear 

in Knapdale concluded with the Duke of Argyll a 

contract…whereby he obtained the island of Colon-

say in exchange for his mainland property.  There 

were good reasons for the exchange, for Donald was 

a turbulent and “cattle lifting” neighbor in Knapdale, 

while the McDuffies in Colonsay resisted the collec-

tion of the Duke’s rents and had marked their disap-

proval by shooting the local factor, whom they first 

bound to a stone (still standing) on the farm of Balri-

min.  When Donald (Domhnuill Crear as he was 

called) reached his new possession, he found his en-

try opposed by the McDuffies being, from time to 

time, assisted by their kinsmen the McLeans of 

Lochbuy in Mull, who raided the island; but in the 

end Donald established his authority, and authority 

which the McNeills have retained for about two hun-

dred years…..” 

 

23 August 1906 Gloucester Citizen: “Count Met-

ternich, the German Ambassador, is one of the many 

distinguished foreign visitors to the Highlands this 
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Autumn.  He has rented Lochbuie Castle, the beauti-

ful seat of Maclaine of Lochbuie, with Laggan Deer 

Forest.  The castle, with its old ruined tower, is 

beautifully situated on one of the sea lochs of the 

Isle of Mull, and there is every sort of shooting and 

good fresh water and sea fishing.  Another of our 

Ambassadors who is a frequent visitor to the Island 

of Mull is Count Benekendorff, the Russian Ambas-

sador, is often the guest of Mr. and Mrs. Guthrie at 

Duart.” 

 

MAID IN TAIWAN 

Another MacLaine author finds success… 

Submitted by”Neill Maclaine 

“The year is 1624. In south-

western Taiwan the Dutch 

establish a trading settle-

ment; in Nagasaki a boy is 

born who will become im-

mortalized as Ming dynasty 

loyalist Koxinga. Lord of 

Formosa tells the inter-

twined stories of Koxinga 

and the Dutch colony from 

their beginnings to their 

fateful climax in 1662. The 

year before, as Ming China 

collapsed in the face of the 

Manchu conquest, Kox-

inga retreated across the 

Taiwan Strait intent on ex-

pelling the Dutch. Thus 

began a nine-month battle 

for Fort Zeelandia, the sin-

gle most compel-

ling episode in the history 

of Taiwan. The first major 

military clash between 

China and Europe, it is a 

tale of determination, cour-

age, and betrayal – a battle 

of wills between the stub-

born Governor Coyett and 

the brilliant but volatile Koxinga. Although the story 

has been told in non-fiction works, these have suf-

fered from a lack of sources on Koxinga as the little 

we know of him comes chiefly from his enemies. 

 While adhering to the historical facts, author Joyce 

Bergvelt sympathetically and intelligently fleshes 

out Koxinga. From his loving relationship with his 

Japanese mother, estrangement from his father (a 

Chinese merchant pirate), to his struggle with mad-

ness, we have the first rounded, intimate portrait of 

the man.  

Dutch-born Bergvelt draws on her journalism back-

ground, Chinese language and history studies, and 

time in Taiwan, to create an irresistible panorama of 

memorable characters caught up in one of the seven-

teenth century’s most fascinating dramas.” 

Joyce left Holland for Japan at the age of ten, her 

nomadic childhood later taking her to England and 

then, Taiwan, where she took up studying Chinese. 

She returned to England to embark on a degree in 

Chinese Studies at the University of Durham, which 

brought her to Beijing for a year at the Peo-

ples’ (Renmin) University of China. With her hus-

band [Alexander Willem MacLaine Pont – see the 

Clan’s Newsletter, Hector’s Herald, of Oct, Nov and 

Dec 2017 for origin of the MacLaine Pont name] she 

lived in Cairo and Sydney, where she studied Free-

lance Journalism at the Australian College of Jour-

nalism. In Dubai she worked as a freelance journalist 

for a Dutch magazine.  

Photos courtesy of 

Joyce’s own records 

(1988 in Taiwan) and 

official photographer, 

Lord of Formosa  

Published by: Camphor Press 

Limited. 

 

 

 

 

Joyce Bergvelt photographed at her Book 

Launch event at the SOAS University of Lon-

don, 26 April 2018, by Jessica MacLaine Pont 



 

/Kentucky- 

www.maclaine.org  

Maclean.Maclaine 

Texas—Caleb McCormick– 806-418-8932 - caleb.mccormick@ymail.com 

+54 223 550 4999 
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