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www.3pa.org The Platt Park People’s Association, a city of 
Denver Registered Neighborhood Organization, 
serves more than 3,000 homes and businesses 
in the neighborhood bounded by Broadway on 
the West, Downing on the East, I-25 on the North 
and Evans on the South. 3PA membership is open 
to all neighbors and business owners who live 
and own property within these boundaries. Have 
a voice in your neighborhood and with the city: 
Join 3PA. 

Check out our website. Stay informed, learn 
about upcoming events, and more! www.3pa.org.
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Write for the Platt Park Post!

Our small neighborhood newsletter is always 
looking for new articles. If you live in Platt Park, 
and are interesting in contributing to the Post, 
please email James Lindberg: lindberg20@
gmail.com for more information. We look 
forward to hearing from you!

Platt Park History: 

The Decker Library
Greg Pulliam

SARAH PLATT DECKER, JAMES H 
PLATT, AND THE DECKER BRANCH 
LIBRARY

We are fortunate in the Platt Park 
neighborhood to have our user-friendly 
Platt Park and its accompanying Decker 
Branch Library.  For Platt Park resi-
dents who have not already discovered 
the history of Decker Branch Library or 
the history of its namesake (Sarah Platt 
Decker) via the informative handouts 
available at the library, the Platt Park 
Post is reproducing the information in 
this issue.  This article also is provid-
ing historical information on Mrs. Platt 
Decker’s second husband, James H. 
Platt, Jr. – the namesake of our park 
and our neighborhood.  

SARAH PLATT DECKER – 
COLORADO’S “FIRST WOMAN 
CITIZEN”

(From handout available at the 
Decker Branch Library)

Sarah S. Platt Decker was born in 
Vermont in October 1855.  She was one 
of five children. Her father was a tem-
perance advocate and orator. She was 
a descendent of the Adamses through 
her mother’s family. She was raised in 
Holyoke, Massachusetts. She graduated 
from high school but did not attend 
college. As a teenager, she was named 
trustee of a fund for the poor. She out-
lived three husbands, each of whom 
had served as Civil War Union officers. 
Her first husband was Charles Harris; 
the second was James H. Platt (name-

sake for Platt Park); and the third was 
Westbrook S. Decker.  

In 1887, she moved to Denver with 
her second husband, James Platt, from 
Queens, Long Island, to Denver. Mr. 
Platt founded the Platte River Paper 
Company in Denver.  Mrs. Platt was a 
leader of the women’s suffrage move-
ment; and in 1893, Colorado became 
the second state to enfranchise women. 
[Wyoming had done so as a territory 
before statehood.] 

In 1894, she founded the Woman’s 
Club of Denver and was its first presi-
dent. It is difficult today to appreciate 
the importance and the daring social 
innovations brought about by Women’s 
Clubs at the turn of the century. They 
were responsible in Denver for:

• Free night classes for laborers (es-
pecially children)

• Free employment bureau

• Free medicine dispensing for poor 
and working mothers (in 1900, 
about 25 percent of Denver women 
were classified in the census as 
breadwinners)

• Supervising playgrounds

• Books for the blind

• Denver’s first day nursery

• Open-shelf system in public 
libraries

• Free seed distribution for neighbor-
hood garden plots

Continued on page 4
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Neighborhood Notes: An Opinion
As usual it has been an interesting spring around here.  April 

looked more like May and May more like February (two snow 
storms—really?).  So far, as of this writing no apocalyptic hail-
storms have assaulted our fair little town but it’s early to get too 
excited about that yet.  So just life as usual around here but seri-
ously would you rather be living somewhere with boring weather 
in which you can plant tomatoes year-around?  No way!  

I sat down with Jolon Clark, our faithful City Councilman, 
last week for our annual (sort of) interview to find out what juicy 
morsels of political intrigue he could divulge to us, his beloved 
neighbors ( Jolon lives with his family in Platt Park).  Unfortunately 
no bombshells—guess we have Washington to thank for filling 
that gap.  Instead he did pass along some interesting bits of local 
information.  

Gates Redevelopment.  Can’t drive by the big dirt pile 
formerly know as the Gates Rubber Factory without wondering 
what’s next?  I thought I would ask Jolon to see if he could enlight-
en us.  First off he shared that if you really want to geek-out about 
it Google “I-25 and Broadway Station Area Plan” and there you’ll 
find a nice comprehensive and dare I say exhausting ninety-seven 
page overview of the plan.  Jolon, however, dumbed it down giving 
me the highlights:

• One of the cool planned features is a  “Shared-Use Street” 
envisioned to run parallel to S. Broadway between Kentucky 
and Mississippi Avenues and continuing up connecting to 
Bannock Street on the north side of I-25. The intent is to cre-
ate a retail and commercial destination unique to Denver and 
the region. This street is envisioned as an urban promenade 
that prioritizes pedestrian and bicyclists over vehicular traf-
fic.  Jolon said they are hoping to name it Market Street but 
that is pending. 

• The plan includes a Civic Plaza to serve as a center and gath-
ering place for the surrounding neighborhood.  It would be 
used for a variety of public events from movie nights to farm-
ers markets and the like. 

• Newly reconstructed Vanderbilt Park on the west side of the 
Platt River will also have a East side addition in the plan with 
a pedestrian bridge spanning the river and Santa Fe to con-
nect both.  

• The plan has high aspirations of “multimodal connectiv-
ity”.  The area currently is broken up by roads, the Platte River 
and train tracks (light and heavy).  As a transportation hub 
the goal is to make access via pedestrian, bike and auto flow 
smoothly from all surrounding neighborhoods.  This will be 
accomplished by a series of road improvements and the addi-
tion of bridges, bike and footpaths.  

• The southern end of the area (next to Mississippi) up to 
about Kentucky will focus on residential units (apartments 
and condominiums) with commercial/retail on the ground 
floor.  These structures can go potentially to 12 stories.  The 
area could add an additional 2500 housing units. 

• The northern and westerly areas will be focus on multi-story 
office space of up to 16 stories.  (Side note: building heights 
cannot exceed what is called the Washington Park View 
Plane.)

• The overall intent is for this area to feature “high quality ur-
ban design creating an exemplary transit-oriented community 
that elevates urban and architectural excellence”

All of this is, at this point the plan but there is a long way 
to go till realization and things can change within some fixed 
parameters.  With the soon to be completion of the Broadway/
Mississippi interchange the next activity you’ll be noticing is re-
ferred to as the horizontal development of the site.  This phase will 
include the construction of interior streets and the laying of utili-
ties throughout the site.  Once completed, the vertical construc-
tion (i.e. buildings) can begin.  All of this will ultimately take a few 
years to be realized but that is what we know for now. 

One of the main projects Jolon has been working on is 
changing the Small Lot exemption in the building and zoning 
codes.  I know this sounds real boring but for us it is all about 
PARKING!!  The revision was formally adopted on May 1st.  The 
rub in the code was it inadvertently allowed the construction of 
higher density apartment-type structures that did not require 
on-site parking in certain areas.  The best example of this in our 
neighborhood is currently under construction in the 1400 block 
of Pearl Street.  There is no stopping that specific project but 
the rules have now been changed making the parking require-
ments more restrictive and in line with the original intent of the 
code.  Parking is always an issue around here and in similar neigh-
borhoods.  Adding density is one thing.  Adding density without 
accompanying parking is a problem in our already over crowded 
streets.  This new revision should greatly help.  Grateful to Jolon 
for leading the way in tackling this issue. 

Jolon also updated me on the Construction Defects bill that 
has now been adopted and signed by the governor.  Simply put, 
have you noticed the proliferation of apartment buildings while 
almost no one is building condominiums?  There is a reason and 
it’s had a very detrimental impact on our housing market and sup-
ply.  Without getting too deep into the details a bill was enacted, 
about a decade ago intending to protect people from faulty con-
struction in condo projects.  Lawyers had a field day with that 
bill and by using it to sue every builder in sight they effectively 
shut down all future condominium construction along the Front 
Range.  If you pay attention to such things then you know this has 
greatly contributed to our critical housing shortage and yes price 
escalation in our neighborhood.  The new bill seeks to continue 
to protect consumers yet open the door again to builders.  The 
timing is crucial as (my opinion) we don’t need in the new Gates 
Project 2500 more apartments but rather mixed housing (condos 
and apartments).  Time will tell if this bill does the job but it is a 
good start in the right direction. 

Always appreciate the job our City councilpersons per-
form.  Jolon shared he often puts in 12-hour days but seems to love 
the job.  He wanted to share with the neighborhood that he’s not 
Superman but is really trying his best to make the City and our 
district a better place during his watch.  Thanks Jolon!

See you around the neighborhood
Tom Snyder
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Go to 3PA.org, click on  
“Join 3PA.”

MICHAEL BERMAN, CFA  
303.549.5942                mberman@livsothebysrealty.com 

• Proud homeowner in Platt Park since 2005
• Over 30 years in real estate, 19 years in Denver
• 75 closed sales (over $33 million) since 2014

• Real estate degree from Wharton, MBA from Kellogg

40 New Urban Flats  |  1616 South Broadway  |  2017 Delivery  |  1616south.com
CURRENTLY SELLING PLATT PARK CONDOS

Paddy McClelland
Real Estate

303.858.8100
720.300.0276

paddy@verdedenver.com

at       REAL ESTATEat       REAL ESTATE

Did You Know:
REAL TIME MARKET PROFILE

Median List Price $448,000

Asking Price per Square Foot $185

Average Days on Market 167

Percent of Properties w/ Price Decrease 42%

Median House Size (sq ft) 2,376

Median Lot Size (sq ft) 5,500

Median Number of Bedrooms 3.0

Median Number of Bathrooms 2.5

Market Action Index - Strong Buyer’s 19.1

Pricing has been weak in recent weeks. Since it’s a
  Buyer’s Market, there is excess inventory & lower prices.{

Stay Informed about Community 
News & Events! Visit Us Online:

Connecting Neighbor to Neighbor 
WWW.PLATTPARKNEIGHBORS.COM

ECOBROKER & PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
OFFICE: 303.858.8100

720.334.6181 | 720.300.0276

McKinley-Thatcher Update 
Ingrid Hoff

McKinley-Thatcher Elementary, a small and tightly 
knit school in the Platt Park neighborhood, cel-
ebrated the end of the school year on June 2 with 

picnics, ice cream, and continuation ceremonies for their 
kindergartners and fifth graders! Their PTA is preparing for 
summer fun with scheduled playdates on the school play-
ground on the first Saturday of the month at 3:00pm (June 3, 
July 1, and August 5). The community is invited to attend!

The school is starting to gear up for the 2017-18 school 
year already! Families who are interested in enrolling at 
McKinley-Thatcher can visit schoolchoice.dpsk12.org for 
the appropriate paperwork and instructions for submitting 
it. Families who have already enrolled should come by the 
school on August 9 or 10 for important registration informa-
tion. Everyone is welcome to attend McKinley-Thatcher’s 
annual back-to-school event on Thursday, August 17. 
Remember that the first day of school is Monday, August 21!

For more information on McKinley-Thatcher, please 
visit their website at mckinleythatcher.dpsk12.org, come by 
(1230 S. Grant St.), or call (720) 424-5600 after August 1.
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Join Platt Park People’s Association  
online by clicking “Join 3PA” at  

www.3pa.org and pay with PayPal. 

Mrs. Platt Decker pushed to establish Mesa Verde as a 
national park. In 1896, She gave a speech on the importance 
of social service work at the General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs in Louisville, Kentucky. From1898 to 1912, she was a 
member of the Colorado Board of Charities and Corrections 
and was credited with prison reform. From 1904 to 1908, 
she served as the national president of the nearly one million 
member General Federation of Women’s Clubs (GFWC). In 
1908, she was a delegate to Theodore Roosevelt’s Governor’s 
Conference on Conservation and Natural Resources. In 1910, 
Woodrow Wilson consulted her in Washington concerning 
child labor.  In 1912, she considered running for a United 
States Senate seat. 

Mrs. Platt Decker died July 7, 1912, [at age 57] in San 
Francisco, while preparing for the GFWC biennial. For her 
funeral, Denver City and County offices closed at noon with 
flags at the state house and city offices flown at half-mast.  
Three Colorado governors were among the pallbearers. 
She was the first woman to be given the honor of lying in 
state at the capital building, as requested by Governor John 
F. Shafroth. She was honored with a plaque at the League 
of Women Voters’ headquarters in Washington, DC as 
Colorado’s “First Woman Citizen”.

WHO WAS JAMES H. PLATT (NO “E”)??
(Adapted from: Biographical Directory of the United 

States Congress.  United States Congress.  http://bioguide.
congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=P000380 )

Sarah Platt Decker’s second husband, James Henry Platt, 
Jr. was born in St. John’s, Canada, July 13, 1837. His family 
moved to Burlington, Vermont, where he attended the “com-
mon schools”.  He then completed preparatory studies and 
graduated from the medical department of the University of 
Vermont at Burlington in 1859.  

During the Civil War, he entered the Union Army as 
a first sergeant of the Third Regiment, Vermont Volunteer 
Infantry.  He subsequently served as captain and lieutenant 
colonel, but he declined assignment as chief quartermaster of 
the Sixth Corps.  

After the Civil War, Mr. Platt settled in Petersburg, 
Virginia in April 1865.  In Virginia, he became a member 
of the State constitutional convention in 1867 and was a 
member of the Petersburg city council in 1867 and 1868. He 
then moved to Norfolk, Virginia. Upon readmission of the 
State of Virginia to representation in the US Congress, Mr. 
Platt was elected as a Republican to the 41st, 42nd, and 43rd 
Congresses and served from January1870 to March 1875.  He 
was chairman of the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds in the 43rd Congress.  His candidacy for reelection 
in 1874 was unsuccessful. He moved to New York in 1876 
and engaged in the manufacture of oil products. 

He moved west to Colorado in 1887 at the age of 50 and 
settled in Denver, where he was engaged in insurance, paper 
manufacturing, and mining.  Mr. Platt drowned in Green 
Lake, near Georgetown, Colorado, in August 1894 and was 
buried in Fairmont Cemetery in Denver.  

DECKER BRANCH LIBRARY
(From a handout available at the Decker Branch Library)
The Sarah Platt Decker Branch Library opened on June 

17, 1913, and was the second branch of the Denver Public 
Library system. It was one of four branch libraries that 
opened that summer as a result of an $80,000 grant from 
the Andrew Carnegie Corporation. The others were Warren, 
Woodbury and Dickinson. At that time, the building and the 
land it sits on cost $22,000. 

The building was designed by the architectural team of 
Marean and Norton in the English cottage style. The exterior 
is highlighted by tapestry bricks, terracotta trim and a green 
tile roof. The DPL website’s history page also notes the 
twisted brick chimneys (from: https://history.denverlibrary.
org/history-denver-public-library ).  The 1912 cornerstone is 
located to the left of the northeast entrance.  

Inside, the high ceiling is graced with heavy oak beams. 
The main floor is L shaped, with the children’s area to the 
east. At the end of the children’s area is a great fireplace with 
chimney seats on either side. Mounted above the fireplace 
is one of three large murals in the branch. Titled The Pied 
Piper of Hamelin, the 1913 mural is an oil-on-canvas paint-
ing by Denver artist Dudley Carpenter and was inspired 
from Robert Browning’s famous poem. Neighborhood chil-
dren posed for the painting. 

Above the circulation desk to the southwest end is 
a second Carpenter mural from 1913 titled King Arthur 
Receiving the Magic Sword Excalibur. The theme is taken 
from Sir Walter Scott’s popular story poem The Lady of the 
Lake.  

At the north end, a charming bay window with seat-
ing is enhanced by leaded, diamond pane windows built in 
1993 that are recreations of the original windows. As part 
of the voter-approved Better Denver Bond renovations, Oz 
Architecture in 2009 enhanced the efficiency of the furnish-
ings and fixtures while retaining Decker’s historical ambi-
ance. The new antique-style lighting above the main floor 
demonstrates this concept.  

In the basement, the meeting room hosts the third mural 
titled There is No Frigate Like a Book painted in 1910 by 
artist Marie L. Woodson and inspired by Emily Dickenson’s 
poem. The room also hosts a fireplace with side seating 
and a restored antique grand piano used for chamber music 
concerts.

Platt Park History
Continued from page 1
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My family and I live, work and play in Platt Park. 
We are proud to live here and call it home.  

I am an expert in Platt Park and welcome the 
opportunity to help you with your  

Real Estate needs.  
 
 
 

E R I N  R U L E 
 

Broker Associate   
303.324.1703 

Erin@KentwoodCity.com 
Www.RuleProperties.com   

scHool Profile: The Martin School
Kate Cihon

Nicole Martin & her husband Michael both gradu-
ated from the California State University, Fresno, 
a university renowned for its excellent teaching 

program. From there, they both began their careers in educa-
tion. Nicole taught 1st grade for 3 years and Michael taught 
Jr. High for 5 years. As they taught in the public school 
system, Michael and Nicole recognized there was a need for 
children to be taught the basics of a balanced literacy pro-
gram from a very early age. With this in mind they founded 
The Martin School of Early Education in January of 2005.

There was a lot of neighborhood interest surround what 
would happen with the Jewel church. How did you find out 
about the property?

After the previous preschool, The Nest, announced they were 
closing and families needed to find other schools, many parents at 
the Nest came to tour our school. I had been looking for 1.5 years 
for a new property. We looked all over for a good property that 
was close to our original location and when the Jewel church went 
on the market, we knew it was perfect. We weren’t expecting a 
preschool that also came with a church – but are excited to expand 
into the space! We hope to one day have amenties to include, in-
door gym, painting, etc. We have so many great ideas.

However, we have had a lot of challenges with the city. In 
order to get the church fully up and running, there are quite a few 
hurdles we have to cross.

Our current challenge is with parking. There are specific 
rules around how many spots are needed for an educational facil-
ity. We might be calling on neighborhood support to go in front 
of zoning appeal board to address the parking rules. There are so 

many parents who walk, that not many spots are needed. And we 
recognize that the neighbors do not want a parking lot and there is 
sufficient parking on the street to accommodate the staff and any 
parents who pick up and drop off in the morning and afternoon / 
evenings.

What makes The Martin School Different?
Our biggest goal is to prepare kids for success in school and 

life by creating life long readers and learners.
The curriculum is a balanced program designed to give stu-

dents a variety of exposure in all areas. Students learn through a 
variety of methods including play, hands-on, observation, etc.

Describe your business mission
Our mission that is always top of mind is to creating life long 

readers and learners. However, in regards to the building and the 
property, we want families in the neighborhood use the space. We 
would love to eventually operate as somewhat of a community 
center on the weekends – yoga – events for local businesses and 
schools and possibly even summer camps. It’s not something that 
will happen overnight, but we have the vision.

Are you accepting new students?
There’s currently a wait list, but things happen all the time 

and the list is ever changing. Since we are expanding, there will be 
more availability than other places in the neighborhood. Our aver-
age wait is anywhere from 3 – 6 months – but it also depends on 
the needs of the family.

We are so happy to be a part of the Platt Park Community and 
look forward to all the exciting things to come!

Contact Nicole for more information...  martinschoolkids@
gmail.com
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CALL (303) 512-8777
www.irelandsfinestinc.com

labor on all interior jobs 
performed in Dec - April20% off

We background check and 
drug test all our painters!

Bringing color to Platt
Park for over 20+ years!

WE ARE THE CLEAN GUYS 
IN A DIRTY INDUSTRY!

20+

Urban Planning: An Eclectic Reading List 
James Lindberg

3. Donald Shoup, The High Price of Free Parking (2005)
Picking up a 700-page book on parking may not be every-

body’s first choice on his or her personal reading list. Yet Donald 
Shoup’s The High Price of Free Parking is a surprisingly interesting 
and entertaining study of the role that cars (and parking) play in 
our cities. Shoup, a professor of urban planning at UCLA, argues 
that free parking is not actually free. Rather, the cost of parking 
is hidden within the price of all of the other things we pay for. 
Everything from movie tickets to groceries is slightly increased in 
order to subsidize the vast lots of free parking spaces in front of 
our theatres or supermarkets and along our streets. Shoup points 
out that parking—not roadways or housing—accounts for the sin-
gle largest land use in American cities. Additionally, a large amount 
of traffic in inner cities is caused by people driving around search-
ing for ‘free’ parking spaces. Further, Shoup claims that requiring 
parking minimums results in poor land management practices. 
Shoup therefore argues that increasing the cost of parking, and 
allowing developers to face the true economic costs of providing 
parking, would result in decreased emissions, alleviation of traffic 
and improvement of land use. Shoup’s book is important in the 
way it goes beyond deeply ingrained perceptions of cars and park-
ing, and looks at the issue through the empirical lens of economics. 

4. Jarrett Walker, Human Transit: How Clearer Thinking about Public 
Transit Can Enrich Our Communities and Our Lives (2012)

In recent years, public transportation has become a hot topic 
for anyone thinking seriously about cities. In many cities, dense 
traffic and threats to environmental and human health have made 
the automobile a less attractive mode of transportation than it 
once was. Yet the question of what should replace cars, and how 
city governments should respond to increased demands on public 
transportation systems, are complex questions without clear an-
swers. Jarrett Walker’s Human Transit: How Clearer Thinking About 
Public Transit Can Enrich Our Communities and Our Lives provides a 
useful starting point for thinking about public transit from an 
informed perspective. Walker analyzes subjects such as frequency 
of stops vs. area of coverage, fares, peak or all-day service and the 
placement of stations. Each of his chapters treats these issues from 
a technical point of few, illustrating the need to approach the topic 
of transportation with reliable data and sound reasoning in hand. 

*The list of important books dealing with the subject of urban plan-
ning is of course much longer than this short review. If you would like to 
recommend another book which you feel your neighbors might be inter-
ested in, feel free to post on the 3PA Facebook page. Please include title, 
author and a short summary.

Engaging in discussions about urban planning requires an 
understanding of a diverse range of subjects. While it may not be 
feasible for all of us to become expert transportation engineers, 
landscape architects or city planners, we can still approach these 
issues from an informed perspective. In order to support a more 
intelligent and in-depth understanding of the policies and plans 
that affect our neighborhood and city, the Platt Park Post has com-
piled a list of a few key texts within the field of urban planning and 
related disciplines.  

1. Jane Jacobs, The Death and Life of Great American Cities (1961)
The Death and Life of Great American Cities has become one of 

the most influential books on urban planning. Jacobs was a jour-
nalist from New York City who wrote about cities at a time when 
urban renewal projects were transforming post-war American 
urbanism. Jacobs was a keen observer of the relationship between 
social life and built form, and argued that healthy and vibrant cit-
ies are defined by ‘organized chaos,’ in which many different types 
of people, pursuing diverse enterprises, interact with each other to 
create a distinct sense of community rooted in an intuitive knowl-
edge of place. Jacob’s makes four primary points that connect this 
social character with elements of built forms. 1) There should be a 
mix of uses, therefore activating the street at different times of day. 
2) Blocks should be short, allowing for pedestrian permeability. 3) 
Buildings should be of various ages, illustrating change over time. 
4) Districts and neighborhoods must have a dense concentration of 
people in order to support diversity and allow for cultural activities 
to flourish. These observations contrasted urban renewal schemes 
of high-rise apartment blocks and wide highways. The extent to 
which we have realized the dangers of modernist planning and 
embraced the wisdom of Jane Jacobs is up for debate. Her book 
therefore remains highly relevant today. 

2. Jan Gehl, Cities for People (2010)
In Cities for People, Danish architect and urbanist Jan Gehl 

seeks to provide guidelines for transforming urban environments 
to accommodate more interaction between people in vibrant and 
dense areas. He draws on observations that hark back to the de-
sign of urban plazas in Renaissance Italy, where urban spaces were 
conceived based upon an understanding of human perception of 
space and scale. Drawing on years of professional practice, Gehl 
identifies four qualities that are needed for urban life to flourish: 
Liveliness, Safety, Sustainability and Health. Complete with nu-
merous diagrams and maps, Cities for People is of value to ordi-
nary citizens and urban planning professionals alike. 
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The Dentists on Pearl want to get to know you. 

We feel this is the only way to create a plan that 

will help you achieve and maintain a completely 

healthy smile! Call The Dentists on Pearl today 

at 303-498-9207 and schedule an appointment 

for the entire family, in our modern, environmentally 

friendly office. We accept most insurances.

Accepting new patients

Dr. Cynthia Wright anD Dr. Stephanie Stratil

1905 South pearl Street | 303.498.9207 | thedentistsonpearl.com

Whisk(e)y Wisdom with Joshua Hillman
Joshua Hillman

Scotch Whisky or Whiskey?
Is it whiskey or is it whisky? In the truly complex fash-

ion of whisky, both are right! It comes down to where it is 
from. Whisky is the correct spelling for the delicious spirit of 
Scotland and Japan. The rest of the world goes with whiskey. 
The spelling is not the only thing that is different either.  A 
rich history and a world of flavors awaits you in the realm 
of Scottish whisky. Hopefully this will be a helpful guide to 
you.

Scotch is a whisky from Scotland that comes from 
barley, puts smiles on faces, and should be a staple in the 
cabinet of any whisky lover. Scotch whisky was the first 
whisky in America. Ok, Ok, It could’ve been Irish too, but 
Americans have been importing European whisky since day 
one! Perfected by families over generations and generations. 
Distilling families in Scotland where not always as safe, as 
they are today. Extreme Government taxation led many 
families to hide in glens(valleys) or islands away from the 
hostile tax collectors. These hidden distilleries risked much 
to continue their passion and perfect their craft. Many of the 

distilleries have survived, and are in the same glens or on the 
same island where they started. Today 38 bottles of Scotch 
are exported from Scotland every second.

With that much Scotch being exported its no longer easy 
to sum up Scotch in a few words. Rather, it is now a pleasur-
able journey through a cornucopia of possibilities . Scottish 
distillers are not concerned with making, “the best whiskey 
in the world”. They are concerned with making their whisky! 
A bottle that shows their families character, their family 
home, and eventually their own legacy. Some of these distill-
ers are old salty individuals, hardened by years on islands and 
others a warm, soft, bunch, enjoying the springtime breeze 
through their luscious valley. Each, show in their bottle’s. 

These individual impressions are not easy or proper 
to group into categories but their are some good signs on 
bottles to guide the journey.  Look for these words on bottles 
and dont be afraid to ask questions!

• Islay- Flavors of smoke, seaweed, and possibly, even, 
medicine rags. Although austere, to unexposed palettes, 
these whiskies are a great match for oysters.

• Highland- Soft flavors of fruit, honey and baked grain. 
Perfect for a first time or a spring night.

• Speyside- Rapturous caramel, fruity and a complex, 
mouth coating, finish. A good drink for comforting or 
celebration.

• Campbell Town- Unique expressions of all styles 
produced in this region. Truly for the adventurer and the 
thoughtful.

*Joshua Hillman is Pearl Wine Company’s Spirit special-
ist and is one of 10 Whisky Ambassadors in Colorado.

Photo coming
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3PA AND NEIGHBORHOOD EVENTS
Summer Events: 
Platt Park Pacers: 1st & 3rd Thursdays each month, 6:15 pm, start and 
end at Platt Park Brewing Company
Annual Picnic: June 24th , Platt Park, 4:30-7:00
Movie Night: August 19th, Platt Park, 8PM

Upcoming General Meetings:
July 18th , 6:30 in the Flemming Mansion 

*More information regarding 3PA events will be posted on the Platt Park 
People’s Association Facebook page
 

DECKER LIBRARY EVENTS 
1501 S. Logan St., 720-865-0220
Toddler Storytime, Wednesdays, 10:15 a.m.
Stories, songs, rhymes and fun for toddlers ages 18-36 months and their 
parents or caregivers.

All Ages Storytime, Thursdays, 10:15 a.m.
Stories, songs, rhymes and fun for children of all ages and their parents 
or caregivers. Craft activity immediately follows the program. 

Baby Storytime, Wed. and Thurs., 11:15 a.m.
Stories, songs, rhymes and fun for babies ages 0-18 months and their 
parents or caregivers.
Play and social time immediately follow the program.

Summer of Adventure, First Day to Register 
Thursday, June 1.
Activities, performers and crafts for children and teens.

For Adults:
Healthy Comfort Foods, Tues, June 13, 6-7 p.m.
Join Heather Braaten, Healthy Cooking Coach, for a fun and delicious 
class featuring a healthy (and shockingly dairy-free) take on mac n’ 
cheese and veggie-heavy lentil sloppy joes.  

Starting a Food Business and Selling Cottage 
Foods, Tuesday, July 11, 2017, 6-7 p.m.
Learn more about how to start a food business, the essentials of food 
safety and the basics of Cottage Food laws in Denver. Presented by the 
Denver Department of Environmental Health.

Platt Park Events Calendar

To advert ise in the next Plat t  Park 
Post,  

contac t Penni Dorwart,  303 -715 -
0024,  pdorwart@yahoo.com

Neighborhood Survey What makes Platt Park special 
to you? What would you like to see improved upon in your neighborhood? 
The Lucky District 7 team is looking for your input on where you see Platt 
Park Neighborhood in the future. The items in this survey come from Platt 
Park residents, what do you want most?  Let us know! There is also room 
at the end of the survey to add your own projects and initiatives that aren’t 
on the list yet. Fill out the survey at www.LuckyDistrict7.org/plattpark.html   
*A link to the survey is also posted on the 3PA Facebook page.
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